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MODERN HISTORY. 

HISTORY OF AFRICA, CONTimjIIX 

CHAPTER Vni. 

,£jOwer Guinea: contfirehendmg MaUmHanj Ben^ 
gutla^ Congo J Angoktj Loango^ ' Anzikoj Ftmge* 
no J BiafoTy and Cdldiamu 

LOWER GUINEA, indadfing the several ex- 
tensive countries or empires of Mataman, 
Benguela, Congo, Angola, Loango, Anziko, Fun* 
geno, Biafar, uod Cal^ma, is comprehended be- 
tween sixteen degrees of south, and four degrees 
and tturty minutes of north latitude ; and is about 
twelve hundred miles in length, and scarcely two 
hundred in breadth. This vast tract of country- 
Is bounded by Betiin and .^%ritia on the north ; 
by the unknown parts of A£nca on the east and 
south ; and by the Atlantic Ocean on the west. 
As these regions are extremely inimical to health, 
and destitute of incentives to avarice, they have 
been in geq^ral*but httle explored, and are im- 
perfectly de^ribed. But pursuing truth through 
the mazes and the intricacies of fiction, we shall 
endeavour to give our readers as concise and au- 
thentic an account of each divisicm} as can rea- 
sonably be expected* 
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SECTION I. 

Mataman and Benguehm 

MATAMAN, or Matapan, is an arid and 
extensive waste> destitute of cities, and almost 
deroid-of inhabitants; and is bounded by Beng^e- 
la on the north, and ,by the ocean on the west* 
The descriptions which have been given of this 
country are exceedingly confused, febulous, and 
ridiculous. In our researches after truth, we are 
surfeited with fictions, and <Usgusted with stories 
of nati(His of Amazons and Cannibals> who 
wage perpetuaF war with each other, and in 
whose shambles the limbs of the captives are 
exposed to sale ; who bury their children ulive^ 
jand recruit their armies with the stoutest of their, 
ci^tives. The Portuguese writers are the only 
persons that have pretended to describe this 
country ; and, as no European settlements have 
been made in this bari)arous and unpromising 
district, it is in vain thjit we expect relations 
which have tbe smallest appearance of tnith or 
probability. 

The Idngdom of Benguela is bounded hj 
Angola on the north ; by Mataman on tiie south ; 
and by the ocean on the west. The principal 
rivers in this district are the l^ngo or Moranoy 
the Nica, the Catonbella, the Gubororo, the 
Farsa, the Cutembo, and the git^w^i* Cuneni ; 
all of which direct their .courses ftjjjpi east to 
west. There is no climate more un&vourable 
to European constitutions in any part of the 
habitable globe; the countenances of the na- 
tives always appear wan and pale; and they 
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fiaye a greater resemblance to spectres than to 
human beings. Their voice is so broken and 
irregular, that one might easUy be led to suppose 
they voluntarily confined their breath between 
their tee^« The stagnant Auraters, which are ex« 
posed to the action of the scorching sun, soon 
become putrid^ and th^ earth being infected, 
poisons: its own productions. The wtn^e coast, 
however, is not subject to the same evils; but the 
inhabitants of those countries, which suffer under 
these calamities, are obliged to bring from other 
districts whatever they eat or drink. 

The natives bind the skins of wild beasts round 
their wsdsts, and wear rows of beads about their 
necks* Thdr usual weapons of defence and 
warfare are darts headed with iron, bows, and 
arrows. Their women have cc^per collars 
about their neck ; their arms and legs are de- 
^rated with bells and bracelets made of the 
same metal ; and their waists are covered with a 
kind of cloth, which is fabricated of the bark of 
the insandic tree, and forms their pnly covering* 

As if the scourges of nature were not sufficient 
of themselves, the inhabitants endeavour to aug- 
Ttnent the evils of each other, by means «f the 
little industry and activity which they possess. 
In addition to violence, they employ every base 
and ensnaring stratagem for surprising their 
countrymen, in order that they may sell them 
for slaves, llieir women, who are accomplices 
in this guilt 'and robbery, allure men to their 
embraces, ^ITer themselves to be caught by 
their husbands, and cause the unwary victims of 
their lascivious pleasures to be transferred from 
their arms into chains of slavery. They are 
l^rs, assassins, and thieves, destitute of moraliUr 

Vol. XIV. B 



,y Google 



4 $EVGVELAm 

or religioa, and so deydd of the common feelings 
of humanity, that they will betray th^ir nearest 
relations, and sell their own children for a few 
European trinkets, or a gallon or two of brandy. 

, O^Benguela, the capital of this kingdom, is 
. *t situated m ten degrees and thirty minutes of 

^south latitude, and gives name to a province of 
cofi^dierable extent along the coast. It has a 
pretty lM*ge ba]^, two leagues in length, half a 
league in bretdth, and ten or twelve &thom 
deep. This harbour, which lies to the south of 
the town, is greatly incommoded by a bank of 
sand, which obliges «>hips to cast a^hor at the 
4listance of a league from Benguela. The Por- 
tugese have built a fort in this city, which is 
inclosed with a ditch and palisades, surrounded 
with houses, and shaded with bananas, orange 
and lemon trees, pomegranates, and bancovas. 
About fifteen leagues from Old Benguela, and 
to the south of that city, stands the town of 
Manikicongo, which is a large and populoua 
place, and well supplied with oxen, hogs, and 
various other cattle. 

Most parts of this kin^^om were once popu- 
lous and fertile, but hav^ufiered so much by 
the inroads and ravages of a wandering and sa- 
vage nation, called Giagas, that the country has 
been nearly mined and depopulated. This peoi- 
ple, who are also denominated lajas, seem from 
the ferocity of their natore to be the same as the 
Imbi and the Gallas. We are indebted to a tra- 
veller, who resided am<mg them mAiy years* Ibr 
what we know respecting their customs and 
manner of life. Their chief has the title of 
great Giaga* He has an army of twenty thou- 
pscad men, under the command of twelve cap- 
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fildiifl, each of lrh(»n has the charge of one of the 
gates of the cmnp ; whilst the chief has his pa* 
vUion, OT place of residence, in the centre. He- 
undertake^ no enterprize without first consuIt-^ 
ing the devil, who is caHed mokitsoj and hf 
whom he pretends to k«K)w the event of every 
action. This ceremony continues a whole day : 
he is assisted by Mty women, and two sorcerers, 
who form a circle round him, msJ^e a variety of 
gestures, and repeat certain inca&tsbns. They 
dye his forehead, temples, breast amflM&lly, witK^ 
a kind of powder, consecrated by their magical 
words ; put into his hand his c^rifigoiay or hatch-^ 
et ; and say to him, " Ga, manch a^inst the 
enemy, and spare not, for thy maakUso will attend 
thee." A male child is thea brougfal, the head 
of which he splits. This boy is folk>wed by four 
men, two c^ whom he slays with his own hand ; 
the other two are put to death by his orders^ 
without the camp.- A general entertainment 
ih&i succeeds: ten cows are killed, five without, 
and five within the camp ;: with «n equal num- 
ber of goats and dogs ; and the flesh of these 
animals is eaten with great festivity and triumph. 
* The dress of a great Giaga consists in hav- 
' ing his hair very long, braided with many knoti^ 
and intermixed with shells ; a girdle composed 
of the eggs of an ostrich ; and a plain /u^ne of 
stuff, manufactured from the fibres of the palm- 
tree* His body is marked vrith various figures^ 
and every day anmnted with human grease. He 
wears a piece of copper two inches in length 
across his nose ; and another of the same size 
depends from each ear. A great Giaga has 
about thirty wives, who follow him when he 
t^velS) one of whom carries his bows and ai^^ 
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nows, and four of the others his ciip9 and veaaebh 
of liquor. Wheo he drinks^ they kneel, siDg> and 
qlap their hands. He gives an exhortation to 
his troops every d^y ; and if any one of thein 
turns his back to the enemy, he is condemned to 
death, and eaten by his comrades* However 
l^kborious and fatiguing their march may. hs^ve 
been, they no sooner encamp than they fortify 
the place lyith strong palisades and dry hedges. 
They employ a^articular corps of their stoutest 
xnen for this purpose. Their tents or huts are . 
glaced in a regular manner, and close to each, 
other ; and they deposit a( the door their bows, 
arrows, and othec weapons ; so that, on the least' 
alarm, every man can be completely armed and 
ready in a moment.' 

TheQiagas have no idols for worship; but. 
they adore their mokmo. They do not permit, 
their wives to tear up their children, but com- 
mand them to l)e put to death as soon as bom ; 
the motive for which strange and unnatural con- 
duct is wholly unknown. Whether this practice, 
is intended to extinguish all natural affection 
among them, and that their women, who are 
equally warlike with the men, may be accustom- 
ed to remain unmoved by any sentiments of 
mercy and pity, or for some other purpose, it is- 
impossible to divine. The manner in which they 
recruit their armies, is by the captives taken in 
war, and whom they carry off in the course of 
their expeditions. These youths are no sootier 
inroUed amongst them, than they hang a collar, 
round their necks in token of servitude, and 
which is to be worn till they have brought home 
the head of an enemy. It is then taken off, and 
the warriors are declared free men. Nothmg 
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Ittui' so much infiuence on their mmds, as ^' 
hope of being delivered fix>in the collar, which- 
is the badge of slavery, and to attain which, 
they will brave every danger, and surmount eve- 
ly obstacle. 

When a person of disdndtion dies, the body is 
washed, anointed with ointments, and bedecked 
in the most costly manner ; and two of the v^ 
men whom he chiefly loved, after having their 
arms broken, are placed by the side of the de- 
ceased, and in that manner buried vnth him in 
the ground* As soon as they are thus deposit- 
ed, the^ grave, which is commonly a deep vault,- 
is filled mth earth, and if these wretched women^ 
are not immediately snBbc&ted^ tbcy exj^re: 
amidst lingering torments. 

These barbarians never make war but for the 
sake of plunder ; they only stop their march 
that they may have time to consume their booty ;• 
and when that b exhausted, they immediately^ 
recommence their predatory incursions and mi- 
litary operations. But the worst of all is, that 
not content with the property which they ai*e able 
to carry offi they gcneraily destroy, bum, or de* 
molish,^l immoveable possessions, and leave 
nothing behind them but a barren and desolate 
wilderness. They never exhibit any desire of 
settling in a country, as they have done onrthe fer- 
tile plains of Benguela, unless they be extremeljr 
fatigued with their expeditions, or tired and sa- 
tiated with the shedding of blood and of slaugh-^ 
ter. It may be readily conceived, that the in •< 
habitants of a territory which this barbarous peoi 
riie frequent, are in no very agreeable or {feasant 
situation ; and they are, therefore, seldom men- 
tioned : all that we know of them is, that they^ 
B ^ 
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iQtie tome farm of government, and thatthcir 
constitution is mimarchical. 

SECTION If. 

Congo* 

CONGO is bounded on ihe ndrth by the riirer 
Zaire ; on the east by a ridge of mountains and 
the kingdom of Matemba ; on the south by An* 
^^a ; and on the west by the Atlantic ocean* 
The extent of this kingdom, ak>ng the sea-coast, 
is from Cape Dande to the influx of the Zaire in- 
to the ocean, which is about sixty. leaigues ; but 
its limits from east to west are ^tid to be much 
more extensive, though they hare never been 
exactly ascertained. When we consider the 
Jiroximity of Congo to the equator, we might 
be led to suppose that the climate of this country 
would not be healthy and temperate, which it 
certainly is. These territories being placed tm 
the other side of the line, their seasons are dif> 
ierent from <MU*s« The winter commences with 
our spring, and the summer with our autumn, 
during the latter of which periods it never rsdns; 
but at other seasons of the year, particulariy in 
^nter, the rains are violent, the rivers overflow 
their banks in a very short space of time, and 
the whole country appears a watery waste; 
The remote hills which extend towards the Cape 
of Good Hope, are the only places where snow 
is ever seen, tod on virhose summits it occasion- 
ally falls, and hence the Portuguese denominated 
them the Snowy Mountains. 
. This country abounds with copper, the tinc- 
ture of whicli is of so deep a yellow, that it is 
frequently mistaken for gold* It also contains 



,y Google 



ixiines of ^l¥dr andiron* The meiintiiias abound 
with prodigious quantities of the mopt beautifiil. 
materials for building, such as porphyry, jasper, 
and marble of various cdours; aiul from which 
nrfaole columns, with their capitals and bases, 
maybe dug up entire* A stone is also found 
here, in which many beautiful hyacinths are dis« 
persed, that may be eadly separated from the 
mass ; but they are generally suffered to remain 
in their natural state, and io be erected with it 
into buildings, which thereby make a brilliant 
and magnificent appearance* 

In tMs kingdom are annually two harvests, 
the former in April, the latter in December. In 
cultivating the earth, they use neither plough 
nor spade ; but when there; seems to be a pros^ 
pecc of rain, the women set fire to all the herbs 
and roots which g^w on the land destined for 
the future crop ; and when the first shower has 
fidlen, they turn up the earth with a kind of hoe 
in one hand, and sow the seed, which hangs in 
a bag by their sides, with the other. Thi» en)- 
ployment is generally rendered more laborious 
to the womej>, by the weight of their children^ 
whoiU% hung at their backs^ in order topi^vent 
their receiving any injury from the variety, of 
poisonous insects with which this coimtry 
abounds. 

Congo produces various kinds of grain, one 
of which, called luco, greatly resembles mustard-, 
seed, and yields a fine sort of meal, not much 
inferior to fiour. Other kinds are known by the 
names iif Congo and Portugal rice. This coun- 
try also abounds with maize> and a species of 
pulse unknown in Europe, which gix>ws on a 
shrub that exists for two or three years^ and 
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which yields an abundance of fruit ' every six 
months* The mandob is a species of pulse thaf 
grows under ground, and deserves particular no-' 
tice ; the natives extract a milk from it similar 
to that which is drawn from alnionds. There isr' 
also another kind of pulse called incumbe, which 
in size and form greatly resembles a musquet- 
ball : and from both these last, the natives are, 
furnished with a pleasant and wholesome nutrU 
ment. The Congoese pulverize and make into; 
bread, vast quantities of the mandioca, or mani- 
ac-root, the cultivation of which is peculiarly at-^ 
tended to* Little or no labour is requisite for 
growing the several hortulane productions knowiy 
in Europe ; and there are many herbs to whiclu 
we are unable to assign names* 

Many of the trees of this country are of a pro-: 
dif^ous size ; and the chief of which is the en- 
sada, that has a very thick trunk, and grows ta* 
an uncommon height. The top of this tree has. 
a profusion of branches from which small stringSs 
of a yellowish colour descend to the ground,> 
, where they take root,> and produce fresh plants ; 
thes6 in like manner, in a little time, protrude 
branches from their summits, which also tak^ot, 
and spring up as before ; insomuch that a single, 
tree, by means of this repeated production, will 
frequently extend its branches a thousand paces,, 
and form a very effectual shelter for a small 
army. The leaves of the tender bouglis are si- 
milar to those of the quince -tree ; and the fruit, 
which resembles a fig, and is red, grows be- 
tween the leaves* Within the outer bark of the 
ensada is a fibrous substance, which being cleans- 
ed, beaten, and extended, is manufactured into 
a kind of doth* The mirrone-tree possesses the 
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same qtiilKties as the ensada ; but it is regarded 
intib i^digioius veneration^ and planted by the 
inhabitants neat their dwellings. Both these 
appear to be species of the banyan-tree, which is 
tfd common in Hindostan* With the w^ikl of 
the mo3iima-tree^ the natives make <;$inoeS| 
which are so extremely light, that they wiU not 
siiik even when filled with water. This tree 
grows by the river Zaire^ and produces a kind 
of silky cotton, with which the Ck>ngoe8e make 
personal ornaments. 

• The firuits common to this part of Africa, are 
ananas^ anoties, bananas, arosdses, pompions, 
melons, cucumbers, citrons, oranges, and lemons; - 
with a great variety of 6ther natural pixxluctions 
of an exquisite laste. The cola fitiit, in par- 
ticular, which is about the size of, a pine-apple, 
is both delicious and medicinal ; the quajava, 
which greatly resembles a pear; the granate- 
plum ; and the maginette, a grain that po$sesses 
the qualities of pepper. There is also a va- 
riety of other trees and fruits, which are said to 
possess peculiar virtues ; but the most extraor- 
dinary is the mignamigna, one part of which i». 
celebrated for producing poison, against which 
the other part furnishes an antidote : should any 
person, for instance, unwarily eat the fruit, 
which very much resembles a small lemon, he. 
must have recourse to the leaves ; or should he 
be poisoned by the leaves, the fruit will counter- 
act their pernicious tendency. 

The grass here is so high and thick, that it 
affords one of the most dangerous recep^tcles for 
avarieiy of wild, and vomcious beasts and ve- 
nomous insects. l*his circumstance renders 
travelling in this country extremely difikult. 
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The inhabitants know no other means of deliVeiV 
ing themselves from tiiese dangers, than by set-^ 
ting fire. to the grass when it is dry* On theser 
occasions, the animals^ driven from their retreats 
by the fury of the flames, become fiirious, and:' 
attack all they meet, however nmnerous. Trti-' 
vellers, who perceive the fire at a distance, have ' 
no other alternative to save themselves from the- 
lions, tigersj serpents, or venomous insects, than * 
to climb a tree as &st as possible, in which the ne- ^ 
groes are exceedingly expert j but the European^-, 
who are less accustomed to such manoeuvres, are 
more inactive, and under the necessity of carry-** 
ing with them ladders of ropes, which the ne-^ 
gpx>es fasten for them to the branches of trees. 

Of the animals which seem peiuiiarto this part* 
of Africa, the dante, or lante, appears to be most' 
remarkable. When this creature is slightly 
wounded, it will follow the scent of gun-pow- 
der with such 6try, that the hunter has no other 
resource left for avoiding it, than by climbing a 
tree with all possible speed, from whence he may 
take another aim in safety.^ The flesh of this 
animal is esteemed delicious ; and both the na- 
tives and wild beasts wage incessant war against 
it. The latter of these enemies, however, it fre- 
quently contrives to overcome by herding in 
large companies, in which are seldom less than- 
one hundred at a time ; but what animal strength 
or sagacity can sufliciently gt^rd agiunst the 
power and knowledge of the former ! 

The nsossiy aboift the bigness of a cat, of an 
ash-colour, and wil^ two small horns on its head^ 
is also very remarkable* ^t is, perhaps, the most- 
timid creature that exists, starts at the least noise 
or breath of air, and never dares to satisfy its 
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hunger or thirst, withotit repeatedly leaving its 
ioed or drink, and runnhig as if pursued. Its 
flesh has an eKquiftite taste ; and its skin is con- 
verted by the natives into bow-strings. This 
country also abounds with the elephant, the 
rhinoceros, the red bufialo, zebra, elk, lion, ti- 
ger, leopard, bear, wild boar, wolf, fox, civet- 
cat, ape, baboon, and ourang-outang. There is 
also great plenty of tame animals and domestic 
^wls, with aH the different species of European 
game. 

There are a great number and variety of land 
and searfowls. The ostriches are of an unusual 
magnitude ; the peacocks have feathers which 
are formed into elegant umbrellas, and even con- 
stitute the ensigns and standards of the army of 
the king of Angola ; and the parrots are nume- 
rous, beautiful, and various, son\e of them being 
i\o larger than sparrows, but of a fine shape, and 
gaudy plumage. The nmsical birds, however, 
are the most &mous of all the aerial inhabitants 
of this-country : they are rather lai^r than the 
canary-bird, and of beautiful colours ; some be- 
ing wholly red, and others, green, white or 
blacky but these last are the most esteemed for 
their sweet and harmonious notes, which in their 
modulation greatly resemble the articulation <^ 
the human voice. 

Tiiis countr)' is infested with a variety of rep- 
tiles;; and some of the serpents, it has been as- 
serted, are of such astonishing magnitude, that 
they will swallow a whoie sdieep. It is probable 
that this account is exaggerated ; but there un- 
questionably are many monstrous and venomous 
enakes, as well as scorpions, from which the 
very jdwellings of the natives are notexemptt 
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.being aa commonly infested with Aese Qoxioiift 
.creatures, as European hoiees are with rat% 
mice, and other domestic vermin* 

Notwithstanding the multitude of slaves whidft 
are annually drawn from this country, Congo it 
extremely populous. This is Qwii^ to the great 
fecundijty of their women ; and it is,, therefore^ 
pretended, that without this perpetual emigra* 
tion, without wars, and the mortality occasioned 
hy epidemical diseases, and without famines, the 
country would be overstocked with inhabitants) 
who would devour each other. The trade of 
Congo is not extensive, and amounts to no more 
than a little barter among the negroes for the 
most urgent necessaries of life. The currency 
of the kingdom consists of small shells, which 
are called zemdia^ and which are procured in the 
river Bamba ; and besides these, they have no 
bther money. 

It is curious to hear the reasoning of a Congo 
negro, whilst he sits smoking his pipe on his mat, 
covered with mean and wretched cloathing, and 
scorched by the perpendicular rays of the sun ( 
** Other countries," says he, " are the workman- 
ship of angels, mine is that of God himself 
The sovereign whom I acknowledge and obeyi is 
the richest, wisest, and mo^t powerful of mo*- 
narchs ; and the Congoese are the noblest and 
most happy people in the universe. Tell me uot of 
the magnificence of the courts of your monarohs 
in {lurope and Asia ; of their immense revenues ; 
of the grandeur of their palaces ; the opulence 
and happiness of their subjects ; and of the great 
progress they have made in the arts, sciences^ 
and manufactures. All this, however true, is 
gtefttly inferior to the dignity and splendour of 
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<Jttr sovereign and his kingdom. There can be 
eiAf one Congo m the world ; and afi others 
were intenikd by their creation to promote the 
gibry of our monarch, and the happiness of his 

« To us the sea pays a constant tribute of 
zembis ; while other nations are under the. ne- 
cessity of digging the mount^ns and breaking 
the rocks, for enriching themselves with gold 
and silver, which are only the excrements of the 
etrth. The sterility and poverty of your coun- 
try induce you to come and tw^c with us, and 
to expose yourselves to so many labours and dan- 
l^er^ We enjoy ease and indolence, whilst you 
are engaged in servile employments. What 
need have I of your stuffs, and of all the pro- 
duce of your manu&ctures ? Your hats are of no 
use to me ; for my head, without any other co- 
vering than hair, is become impervious to the 
rays of the sun, and to the rain which falls dur- 
^g the wet months. My feet, without shoes, 
can endure the hard and flinty stones, and the 
burning sand. 

" The mattresses, carpets, and other articles 
of the like kind, which are so much used in your 
country, would only, serve to expose me to more 
heat, and render my repose less pleasing and 
refreshing. I can sleep with ease and tranquil- 
lity on the bare ground, and when the friendly 
zephyrs arise, by the intervention of a wall, or 
of a piece of cloth extended as a tent, I am not 
deprived of that valuable gift of nature. If 
drenched by the rain, I shal^e myself, and im- 
mediately become dry. My wives procure if^e 
slaves, and with those whom I sell, I purchase 
the few necessaries which my smaU fields culti- 

VoL. XIV. C 
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vated by my Women, cannot iiflford m^« I» iSct 
manner I buy th^domestip utensils which I I2S0» 
and with the femication of whiph I i^ umac- 
quainted* Indulging mysdf in ^se and con* 
tentment, the price of my children fbrnisheft me 
with pipe^ tobacco, and brandy, which rejoice 
the heart and constitute the enjoym^ts and the 
pleasures of life ; and with other womeni who 
bring me other slaves, by whom I am enriched*" 

The nadves of this country were in general 
black ; but since the Portuguese haye been set- 
tled among them, and intermarri^iges between 
these peo];^ have taken place, the natm«l com- 
plexion has been greatly changed, and cui ojiivie 
colour seems at present to prevail. The hair of 
the Congoese is daik and wooUy, tlieir ey^ are 
black and lively ; and they have neither the flat 
noses, nor thick lips, of the negroes. Their 
stature, in general, is of a middle 9ize ; andf 
though much darker in therr complexions, they 
greaUy resemble the Portuguese. The Con- 
goese are characterized as a mild, courteous, and 
affable people, who are open to conviction, and 
quick in apprehension ; but, at the same time, 
their vices more than countett>alance these quali- 
ficatioDs ; and they are proud, libidinous, and 
revengeful, and frequently poison each other, 
though they are sensible that death is the certain 
consequence of detection* 

Before the arrival of the Portuguese in these 
parts, the natives wore a piece of cloth, manu* 
fectured from the palm^ree, round their waists, 
and which reached to their knees ; and hung 
before them, by way of ornament, the skins of 
several wild beasts as aprons. The women had 
three sorts of these aprons, of different dimen* 
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^di»iS5 the togest of which readied to their heels, 
«nd was £riiiged M rbund. Both sexes also 
wore oips ; b^ these modes of dress are now, 
for the most part, beoome obsolete ; people of 
fank and eondidon baring adopted the manner 
of ihs Portuguese, and the vulgar alone, through 
Beces^ity, adhering to their ancient custom. 

Grain, fruits, roots, or pulse, constitute the 
visual Ibod of the Congoese; and water, or 
palm-wme, is their common beverage. Tbey 
are very much attached to festive meetings, 
which are commonly celebrated in the evenings* 
On these oeca«ons, they seat themselves on the 
f^rass in a ring, and have a large wooden dish 
placed before them. The eldest person in the 
company then measures and presents to each his 
tfhare with great exactness, in order that no one 
may have cause of dissatisfiiction or complaint ; 
and if any stranger accidentally approach them, 
he is immediaftelyinvited to join the ring with* 
Hut ceremony^ These feasts, which are gene- 
rally held for the purpose of commemorating 
tome particular event, are always conducted 
with the greatest propriety and decorum. Love 
songs, instrumental music, and dancing, con^ 
cJude the entertainmenf, and the guests retire, 
without exhibiting the smallest degree of ebriety 
or disorder. The principal amusements of this 
people consist of music and dancing, in the 
latter of which they are remarkably expert, and 
observe time with great exactness. The former, 
however, whether vocal or instrumental, is not 
very harmonious to the ear of an European. 

A man will* ielt his wife, son, or daughter, for 
a few beads, a piece of cloth, or a bottle of 
brandy. When the capuchin fiiars were one 
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day entering the church at St* Salvador, thejr 
heard cries and lamentations} and looking, rouitd 
saw a man staminng on the ground, twisting^ 
his arms, ^md having the appearance of a persooi 
distracted. On approachii^ him, they inquired 
the cause of his distress, to whom he repUecJIy 
^ Alas ! I once had brothers, a sister, a &theiv 
a mother, a wife, and children. But, unhappjr 
wretch that I am ] all these I have sdd, and 
now I have no part of my family left, by whom. 
I can make money." The good fathers were 
fiurprised at this relation, and began to rSmon-* 
atrate witli him on the heinousness ei his con* 
duct, and to shew how much he had violated 
]lbe laws of reason and nature, by this excess of 
inhumanity. To this, however, he only re{died» 
^ I have committed nothing but what has been 
practised in this country finom the most early 
periods. What is the crime which I have per- 
petrated by selling my family ? I have only dia- 
posed of thetn to serve others, in a manner they 
would have been oUiged to obey. me." 

This barbarous practice has not been abolish^ 
ed, but.lessened, by the introduction of Christi- 
anity. TheEurc^ans, who carry on this in- 
famous traffic, endeavour to quiet, conscience, 
by observing, that if they did not purchase 
these slaves, they would be sold to others ; but, 
provided others should buy them, they would 
not be carried into a foreign land, and subjected» 
as in America, to a kind of life entirely cppoate 
to their early habits ; and were they to remain 
in a state of slavery in their own country, their 
conditbn would be greatly preferable, on ac- 
count of the general indolence and inactivity of 
the people. It is impossible, therefi)re, that any 
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pwehaac duMdd W made of thtte unfbrtunau 
beings which wHl not be attended with remonet 
if we except diat of the prisooera taken in war 
1^ the Iag;aS| or other monsterS) because they 
are thus rescued from a crud and dreadful 
death ; but the number of these b comparative- 
If small. Besides^ ther^ is a high degree of 
guilt and inhumanity m the conduct m those 

K' nters) who rescue these unhappy wretches 
m the butchering hands of the lagasi onlf 
that they may subject them to a continuance 
Bnd excess of labour, which renders their slaverjr 
in&iitely worse than death* 

The rehgion of this country, before Hm intro* 
duction of Christianity, was a monstrous com-i^ 
pound of idolatry and superstition, with the most 
absurd and detestable rites and ceremonies, and 
vaerely intended to render the pec^le subject ta 
tyranny and slavery.. They acknowledged, in^ 
deed, the existence of a Supreme Being> called 
^zambiamfiongeey whom they considered as om« 
nipotent, and to whom they ascribed the creatioa 
of all things ; but they believe that he committed 
the affsdrs of this world to the care and govern-^ 
ment of a great number of inferior and subordi*- 
nate deities*. Some of these are appointed to 
preside over air, and others over the fire, sea», 
. earth, rivers, winds, storms, rain, drought, heat| 
and cold, men and women, barrenness, ^ipine %. 
and, in a word, over all die blessings and evils to 
which thi& world and its inhabitants are subject. 
Hence proceeds that immense multitude of nlols 
and altars, which are still found in those parts 
of the kingdom, where the gospel has npt been: 
received* 
But though, the people were taught by the. 
C 3. 
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gctngaSf or priests, to acknowledge sneh a Tarieef 
of inferior deities, they were left at liberty to 
choose the object of their wcurship. By otie^ 
therefore, they are represented as a serpent, Hooy 
tiger, or any other animal ; by another, as a tree 
or plant ; and by a thitxl, as a stone, or sotxie 
grotesque idol, nidely earned* Their worship 
consisted in genufiesdons, prostrations, of fumi- 
gations, and other superstitious rites ; but what 
was most insisted on by the gangas, and withoat 
which, all the reat was unavailable, was the obla- 
tion made to them of their most valuable effects ; 
in which, indeed, consisted the principal income 
of tlie priests. Some of these gangas undertake 
to procure blessings, to avert judgments, and ta' 
heal the sick ; others indicate the proper time 
for waging war, sowing, and reaping ; and all 
are said to know what occasions a person's death : 
for the Congoese intiagine that no one dies a na- 
tural death, but that every man leaves the world 
through the malice of some enemy* They en- 
tertain no doubts that the gangas are able, by 
means of their divinations, to point out any sor- 
cerer, and this affords them a sufficient pretext 
for freeing the earth of unbelievers, and an ex- 
cellent opportunity of being revenged of their 
enemies; This abominable notion, which is in- 
fused by the priests, is the source of eternal dis- 
cord and murder. 

But the highest ecclesiastical officer is called 
chalombe^ wlio possesses a power and authority 
similar to the pope, and whom the people vene- 
rate as a subordinate deity. To this high priest 
an oblation is made of the first fruits of the 
earth, with the most scrupulous exactness ; if he 
be satss&ed with them, the offerers return with 
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the greatest jof^ and^expect to receive a hun- 
dred fold the succeeding harvest. No person of 
the highest rank is permitted to enter lus house, 
under the severest penalties, without his permis- 
«on, or on the most urgent occasion, because it 
is there that he keeps the sacred fire, which he 
^stributes to the people at an extravagant price* 
Here also he h^s his tribunal, and uies cogni- 
zance not onty of religious, but also of cii^l af* 
fidrs^ for the performance of which he appdnts 
a certmn number of substitutes, or delegates, 
over whom he presides in person. This office 
gives liim such uncontroulable aodiority and 
power, that the governor of the province where 
the chalombe resides, is under the necessity of 
purchasing his favour and -protection, in order 
that he may. be recdved by the people, and live 
in peace and tranquillity. 

' Such, indeed, is the regard paid by the Con* 
goese to this high priest, that they consider it a 
capital and unpi^onable crime to have any in- 
tercourse with their wives and concubines, during 
the time that he is absent from his usual place of 
residence ; of which, and of his return, he fkils 
not to inform them. He enjoys in abundance 
every advantage, ccmvenience and pleasure df 
life; but, nevertheless, like Damocles, he always 
beholds the sword suspended over his liead. 
Among other superstitious notions, which the 
natives entertain of the chalombe, there is one 
which must con^derably lessen the pleasure and 
satisfac^n, which the veneration of this infiitu* 
ated people might otherwise give him ; and this 
is no other, than that, by the, dignity of his 
office, he is either exempted from a natural 
death, or that, should he die like o&er men, the 
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world would be immediately at an end. To 
prevent this &tal calamity, therefore^ they n<% 
aooner perceive his life to be in dangef^ ectheih 
through sickness or pld age, than hit successor 
is empowered to put him to deathi, after whiclk 
the executioner is invested with his dignity and 
power* 

The first preachers of the gospel, that estate 
Ibhed Christianity in these parts, were priests and 
monks of the church of Rome, sent hither by the 
court of Portugal, and who of consequence in^ 
structed their converts in no other doctrine or 
discipline than those of the Romish hierarchy ;. 
and the cathdic religion was so readily received| 
that it became estai^ished in all the converted, 
provinces of the kingdom. But, if we are to be*^ 
Ueve the generality of writers, the greatest part 
of the Christians of Congo have nothing of theit 
religion besides the name*. They are wholly ig-w 
norant of the fundamental doctrines and precepts, 
of the gospel ; and others pay so little regard to. 
them, that they hesitate not to keep a great num« 
ber of concubines, besides their laAvfiil wives* 
Many of them who make a Mr show of car- 
rying chaplets and crosses, and openly conform, 
to the worship of the catholic church, privately 
indulge in heathenish superstitions, and car*- 
ry talismans and amulets concealed under their 
clothes* 

These irregularities, so inconsistent with the. 
profession and practice of Christianity, are 
thought to have arisen, in a great measure, from 
the depravation of the Portuguese, who disgrace 
the religion they profess 1^ the immorality of 
their conduct, and set the woi*st examples before 
the Congoese, who are too much inclined to 
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imitate them* Certain, however, it is, that there 
is nothing here of that pomp and religious pa« 
geantry, which is so visible in other Romish 
countries ; no stately cathedrals, no archbbhc^ 
lies, rich abbies, or monasteries. There are also 
no universities, or seminaries of education ; and 
only inferior schools for the instruction of youth. 
One cause of the decay of Christianity in these 
parts, may be justly imputed to the want of tea«- 
chers* The Jesuits in Congo have the sole care 
of instructing the Christians in the knowledge 
of the gospel ; and their number is insu£Bcient 
for this ofiBce* There is only one bishop in the 
"whole kingdom. The churches which they have 
erected are badly constructed, have very few 
ornaments, and the ceremonies are seldom or 
never accompanied with th^t pomp and splen* 
dour, by means of which they are rendered ve- 
nerable in the catholic temples. The Christi- 
anity, therefore, which is practised in this coun^ 
try, is greatly disfigured and degraded, and the 
externals of religion are not sufficiently striki&g 
to eradicate from the mind de^ly-rooted sit* 
perstijdons. 

The government of Con^ is monarchical and 
^ruly despotic. The king is the sole proprietor 
of all the lands within his dominions, and he 
bestows them on certain individuals, on cdn^ 
dition that they pay him an annual tribute, and 
render him particular services ; on failure dP 
either of which, and not unfrequently to . gra- 
tify a favourite minister, or even mistress, the 
old possessors are turned out, and the most 
affluent sometimes reduced to a state of beg- 
gary and want. Even the princes of the blood 
are subject to the same arbitrary custom i inso- 
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fnnth that there is no person^ even of rank and 
qualitf, that can bequeath anf land to his heirs 
or successors ; «id when these possessors <fie^ 
the holds revert to the cmwn* It depends^ 
therefi>re9 entirely on the witt of the prince) 
whether they shs^lbe continued in the same, of 
disposed into other hands. The tribute, oc tax, 
which is affixed to the grant of lands, induceft 
the governors of the provinces, and the several 
great land-hoMers of the nation, to treat the 
people with cruelty, and to sell them for slaves. 
This conduct of the king, and his frequent ex^ 
toftions, oflen e«cite a revolt atn<Mig the govern 
fiOrs, wh6, become too rich and powerfol to si^ 
tnit to the payment of the tribute, ally them^ 
selves to other rebellious subjiects, and openly 
invade and fender their country* 
' The estaklshed rule of succession to this m6« 
iMitichy, is partly hereditary., and partly etec^ve^ 
No person can ascend the throne, whose lineage 
b not derhable from the royal fkmily^ bat 
Vhetherhe be ofan^Btreror more remote kin« 
dred to the last monarch, by the male or female 
side ; or whether he be bom of a wife or a con* 
eul^ne ; his interest is neither promoted nor les- 
sened by these circumstances. Of consequence, 
therefore, it frequently happens that, on the de-* 
mise of a mcmarch, a number of competitors ap^ 
pear, though the choice generally &l]s on hiitt 
Who has most friends, or is at the head of th^i 
greatest body of forces, pro\aded he be of the 
catholic Mth, which is considered as an essen^ 
^1, and, th^fore, an indispensable quaUficaticMi 
in those who are candidates lor the crown.^ 

There are three principal ofiicers, in whom 
te electi<m to the vacant thrcme is chieQy vest* 
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mi, laiA who tre cmpojvretcd to nomimte to Hio 
DKHiarchf • When these pefceiTe» that the coo- 
test between the competitors is likely to become 
dan^roug} they command them to appear be* 
lore the btshop, or, in case he be absent, befxc 
the vigar-general, where the matter is finally -de- 
termined* When the choice is made, and a suc^ 
cessor appointed, the grandees of the reahn ara 
summoned to meet on a pfadn near Sc SahradcNV 
from whence they proceed in great pomp to the 
cathedral ; where an altar is erected, at one end 
of which the bishop is seated, and at the other is 
the principal governor of the kingdom, aroond 
whom stand the several candidates, who are yet 
ignorant of the elected person. The goyemor 
having prayed, pronounces a long and elaborate 
discourse on the duties of a monarch, and the 
manifold cares and difficulties that attc^ royal- 
ty ; after which he declares to the assembly, 
tiiat he and the other electors having duly and 
impartially considered the different claims and 
merits of the several candidates, have nominated 
such a one to the royal dignity* 

The elector then advances, and taking the 
new monarch by the hand brings him to £e bi- 
shop, before whom he prostrates himself The 
kmg, whilst on his knees, receives a short but 
pathetic exhortation from the prelate, who ad- 
vises him to be a firm and zealous protector 
and promoter of Christianity, and to continue 
m obedient and dutiful son of the cathdic 
church* After which, the usual oaths are ad<« 
ministered to the newly eleoted sovereign, which 
he prq^iounces with a loud voice ; the Insfaop 
then conducts him to the throne, and pu^ the 
royal ^^oidard into his hand, and the crown on 
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bis head ; on which aU the people prostrate them* 
selves before the king, and, with loud acclama- 
tionsy accompanied by the firing of cannon and 
the sound of musical instruments, acknowledge 
htm as their sovereign, and express their concur- 
rence and congratulations* 

Two remarkable ceremonies immediately fol- 
low the coronation of the king; the first of which, 
consists in his giving a solemn benediction to the 
people ; and the other in investing the grandees 
with the principal dignities and fiefs of his em- 
igre. The former is always attended by a vast 
concourse of pec^le, who consider the benedic- 
tion of the monarch as of the greatest value, and 
would esteem themselves accursed, were they 
deprived of the benefits of it by any neglect* On 
the day appointed, the king appears in great 
splendour, surrounded by the governors of pro- 
vinces, the nobles of his kingdom, his guards, of- 
ficers, and attendants, all magnificently dressed. 
The ceremony is performed in a wide and spaci- 
ous plain, sufficiently large for containing the in- 
numerable multitudes that assemble. On an 
eminence, and in the centre of the plain, is erect* 
ed a stately throne, covered with a canopy, from 
which he can see all the people, and distinguish 
the several grandees that surround him accord- 
ing to their rank. If he perceives any persons 
present, who have been so unfortunate as to incur 
lus displeasure and hatred, he fixes his eyes sted- 
&stly on them, and commands them to be dri- 
ven from his sight as wretches that are unwor- 
thy of the royal behecHction. This is a conveni- 
ent method of gating rid of those who have of- 
fended him, as there is no room for explanation 
or resistance. The very ^sgrace of such a re- 
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jection ¥rould be ccmsidered as Ac greatest mis- 
tortune that could befid a man of quality. But 
this is not all : the pofniAace, eager to express 
^their zeal and aiiection for their prince, immedi- 
ately lay violent hands on ^bc obnoxious persons^ 
drag them out of the assembly with every mark 
of indignity, and sekteim suffer them to escape 
with life. 

These imhappy men being removed, the king 
addresses hims^ to the rest t>f the assembly, 
exhorts them to continue true and &ithful sub- 
jects, and promises to tecompence their loyMty 
with his leivour and protection. Then rising 
from his throne^ the multitude prostrate them- 
selves on the earth befi>re him, and receive his 
benediction. This is done not by words, but by 
a peculiar expansion of his arms over them, ac- 
companied with an undescribable motion of his 
lingers, which the people return by the most vo- 
ciferous expressions of joy, and the whole ce- 
remony is concluded with the sound of vari- 
ous musical instruments and the discharge of 
artillery. Those who survive the disgrace of be- 
ing excluded from the benediction of the mo- 
narch, are regarded with horror and contempt, 
and considered as excommunicated, till, by in> 
terest, presents, or submissive behaviour, they 
are enabled to regain the royal favour, when the 
yng's blessing obliterates all former marks of 
ignominy and dishonour. 

The ceremony of granting investitures is per- 
formed with similar pomp a^ splendour, and 
equally proves the submissive and servile con- 
duct of the people towards their sovereign. On 
the day appointed, the king fe seated on the 
throne with great magnificence, and around him 
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lie prostrate the several candidates for honours or 
emoluments, who are surrounded by a vast 
crowd of spectators in ih& same posture. At 
the third discharge of the artillery» the suppli- 
ants are conducted in order to the foot of the 
throne, accompioiied by their friends and rela- 
tions in their most splendid dress ; there felling 
on their knees, the prime minister delivers to 
them the grants ; which being received by them 
with tokens of the deepest submission, the king 
expatiates on the greatness and value of the fa- 
vours he has bestowed, the conditions on which 
they are conferred, and the several duties which 
those who are thus highly honoured are in con- 
sequence bound to perform. In conformity to 
these injunctions, they take a solemn oath ; af* 
ter which, the insignia of the office or dignity 
are delivered to them, and consist of a white 
bonnet, a scymitar, a flag of hcmour, a chair of 
state, and a carpet. The ceremony concludes 
with prostrations, clapping of hands, and grate- 
ful acclamations. Should those who are disap- 
pointed in their hopes of receiving the dignities 
or offices after which they aspire, be so impru- 
dent as to exhibit marks of discontent or displea- 
sure, they would be put to death by the populace. 
As soon as the bui^ness is terminated, the king 
rises from his throne, and is conducted back to 
his palace, amidst the acclamations of the peo- 
ple, th^ sound bf musical instruments, and the 
discharge of artillery. 

The king and his court, who imitate the Por- 
tuguese, live and dress in a sumptuous manner. 
The table of the monarch is covered with a va- 
riety of the most exquisite dishes ; and his cup 
and sideboard abound with vessels of silver and 
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gold* He alwayieats alene, and ntrtr vafkn 
anf person, not even of the highest rank, to 
sit with him ; W he permits the princes of the 
blood and other officers of state to stand near 
him during the time he dines. His meat and 
liquor are tasted by othei*s, before he eats or 
dnnks. When he sits in judgment to hear 
causes, or recdve petitions, no one is altowed to 
speak to him, bemdes the nobles and great lords 
of his court* He seldom goes abroad, except on 
particular occasions, when he is attended by a 
numerous guard, who are armed with musquets, 
bows and arrows, and followed by a gp:«at number 
of musicians, the sound of whose instruments 
-ihay be heard to a great distance, and gives 
notice of the monarch's approach. 

The king's court is very numerous and bril« 
fiant, and consists not only of the officers of his 
household, but of all the governors of his king- 
dom, his generals and military officers. Besides 
these, he has his auditors, judges, counsellors,and 
secretaries, whose business, however important 
and intricate, is soon dispatched, because every 
thing is transacted in a verbal and summary 
manner, and without any wntings; yet the 
multiplicity of affkirs obliges them to appear 
frequently before him ; and as fow of them can 
read or write, his decisions and orders must be 
received by word of mouth, and conveyed to 
the parties interested by perscms of approved 
fidelity, entrusted with i^me unquestionable to- 
ken that what they report perfectly coinddeaf 
with the will and commands of the sovereign. 
These great officersk notwithstanding their title, 
authority, and grandeur, are equally slaves vrith 
ttiose over whom they tyrannize, and live la 
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eontmusd expectation and dread of receiving 
some signal mark of the royal displeasure. 

The palace and apartments of the lung are 
splendid and spacious* His seraglio resembles 
a prison, mte. which when the women have once 
entered, they are confined during the remainder 
of their lives. The apartments of these females 
are surrounded with a high and strong wall, or 
with quickset hedges which are impenetrable. 
The care and government of this place are usual* 
]y committed to a nobleman in great favour and 
esteem with the monarch. But though the 
king is not prohibited from keeping as many; 
concubines as he pleases, he is only allowed one, 
wife, who is styled mammombandoj or mistress of 
the women, and superintends the (economy of 
the whole seraglio. Before he enters into the 
nuptial contract, he causes a tribute to be levied 
throughout his dominions, and which is applied 
as a dowry to the young princess, and is called 
ftintelfo ; besides which| on the day appointed for 
the wedding, he deputes proper officers to mea- 
sure the length and breadth of every bed be^ 
longing to his subjects, who are obliged to pay 
at the rate of so much for eveiy span. As soon 
as the marriage ceremony is performed, the 
queen is conducted to her apartments in the 
palace, accompanied by those young ladies who 
are destined to be her companions, where pas- 
times of various kinds occupy their attention, 
and employ the principal part of their future 
years. 

The revenue of the king chiefiy consists in the 
tribute that is paid him by several vassal princes; 
in the renewal of fiefs and investitures ; in the 
voluntary offerings of his subjects ; and in the 
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eanrent coin of tbe king^domy of wbich he it 
mbkt pioprtetor. He c^n, hovrever) levy taxes 
liiTOfughout his dominions) as oft as he pleases ^ 
but he has never recourse to thb^xpecBei^ exr 
cept in cases of necesuty. The military foicca 
ef Congo are neither nuiderous, nor well-^s«r 
f^ijAinftd ; and they are exUemely ilF^urmed and 
clothed. TheyarC) however, obliged to appear 
at |M-escribed musteniy where they are exercised t 
but, instead of learning* the use of ofiensive wea-^ 

Sns, they are chiefiy taught to cover dieir na- 
d bo<tieB with iimr shields, and to protect 
themselves from the nussile darts of the enemy« 
In a word, their army is such, that it woidd 
be utterly incapable of making any resistance 
against a small number of reguhu* and well-dis- 
eij^ined forces* The grand re^ew generally 
takes place every year in the mcmth of July, 
and is singularly curious. It is attended by sdl^ 
the princes and nobility of the kingd(Mn ; and 
every soldier is anxious and amlntious, that he 
xnay a{^)ear to the best advantage on tliat oc* 
easlon. How &r this is the case may be learn- 
ed from the dress and arms which they at that 
time make use of. Some come armed with bows- 
and arrows of various sizes ; others have large 
swords, daggei's, and cutlasses, hanging at their 
»des ; some have no other arms or clothes than 
long targets, which cover their naked bodies; 
some, have the skins of difienent animals de- 
pending from the girdle to ^e knees ; and others 
paint their hcts and bodies with various, co- 
lours. In short, the more monstrous and hor- 
rible is their appearance, the more brave and 
watiike they fancy themselves to be. 
Those whaare not sufficiently rich for pro- 
D2 
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curing a large sword of steel, M not to get^one 
of hard wood. Their colours, in general, ton- 
sist only of dirty and tattered n^s. Tbeir arms, 
which are usually formed of brass and steely are 
commonly half eaten away with rust ; and those 
that are composed of wood, are both badly made 
and badly painted. To complete the picture, and 
finish the portndt, invalids, both old and - young, 
together with the blind and the lame, are ui^der 
the necessity of being present at this annual re- 
Yiew, and some are seen without legs or armsy or 
otherwise maimed or mutilated in a thousand 
(Afferent ways. They are all careful to decorate 
their heads with plumes of feathers of various 
colours, according to the peculiar taste and dis- 
position of each. Besides arms, they generally 
carry with them some domestic utensil, or other 
mark, that sufficiently indicates their trade of 
profession. 

The soldiers being thus assembled in the pre- 
sence of the king and the whole court, the no^ 
bility pass along the ranks, and exhort these brave 
and warlike troops to perform their duty on the 
day of battle ; and to fight the enemy valiantly 
unfler the standards of their great and mighty 
monarch. To this exhortation they reply, by 
observing, " Where is there one equal to our 
king under the whole heavens ?" Another twx^ 
exclaims, " Who is to be compared to our so- 
vereign for power, virtue, and wisdom ?" A 
third cries out, " May he live for ever ; and his 
dominion be extended to the most remote 
ages I" And all joining, as it were, in full cho- 
rus, repeat the following prayer with -great a^ 
fection and zeal : " May his throne be exalted 
and establislicd far above the sun and the stars ! 
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ivia]r his enemies be confounded before him, 
smd trod under foot like the dust I" These 
clamours are combined with the clashing of arms 
the discharge of musquetry, and the sound of 
various musical instruments ; and the troops en* 
gage in a sham fight, Vhich not unfi^equently 
becomes serious and real. This ceremony being 
ended, the king gives a grand entertainment ; 
Mid the whde is^ concluded with music, dancing, 
and feasting* 

When the troops are engaged in actual ser* 
vice, they plunder all that comes in their way, 
-without any regard to friend or foe« Fruits, 
grain, and cattle, are seized by the Congoese ; 
and they leave nothingbehind them, in the coun- 
try through which they pass, but marks of mi- 
sery and devastation. The inhabitants of the 
villages and hamlets retire on their approach 
into the woods and mountains, carrying with them 
their moveable effects. The Congoese always 
endeavour to attack the enemy in a spacious 
pladn, where they begin the onset with a fury 
that is incredible, and which wholly precludes 
the possibility of attending to order or regula- 
rity ; and after they are once engaged, they never 
listen to the commands of their general, whose 
authority immediately ceases. The fight gene- 
rally continues in thb irregular manner, with 
inveterate obstinacy, till some of the tix)ops on 
one side give way ; when the rest instantly be- 
tdte themselves to flight, without regarding the 
remonstrances and efforts of their officers to rally 
them. The flight of one army fails not of ex- 
citing the other to a- vigorous pursuit, in which 
the jfaughter is continued without intermission. 
After Ihe conquerors have pursue^ the fugitive* 
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ms&r as possible, tfaejr retam and plunder the 
camp of the enemy, seiang; all the men, women^ 
and children, whom they conuder as the moat 
considerable and valuable part of the spoil, brand 
as slaves, and sell to the Europeans. With re*^ 
spect to the .wounded amongst them, few, if aayt 
survive ; for the weapons being poisoned, a speedjf. 
death constantly ensues, unless a very powerful 
antidote be immediately applied. A victory ge*^ 
neraUy produces a peace ; which, being coa<- 
cluded on the terms of the omqueror, seldonx 
proves of longer duration, than till the vanqutalw- 
ed have sufficiently recovered their strength Ibr 
renewing the war. 

Before the introduction of Christianity, the 
Congoese, on the demise of their monarch, used 
a great number of superstitious ceremonies, ac*- 
companied with music, dancing, and fimsting,, 
and which were resumed every year, on the an- 
niversary of the king's decease. At the death 
of their sovereign, all the princes and governors., 
of the empire, attended by a splendid.retinue, ap- 
peared in mourning robes ; and a certain number 
of the late monarch's favourite concubines, or of 
the young ladies belonging to the court, accom- 
panied the corpse into the grave. The number 
of those who were allowed to be interred with 
the deceased, amounted to twelve ; but that of 
the candidates who contended for thb honour, 
was much more considerable. The struggle §ar 
this dignity was generally so violent, that they 
fought with each other to obtain it ; and the con* 
test was commonly decided by an ofificer of the 
court, or by ballot ; and so happy were the 
young females that were nominated to be inter- 
red with the monarch, that they endeavoured to 
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appear on the day of their burial, with all possi- 
ble pomp and gaiety. Their relations also seem- 
ed DO less sensible of the honour, and presented 
' them with jewels and other ornaments, for enab- 
ling^ them to make a suitable appearance at the 
apjM-oaching solemnity. 

Christianity has long since abolished this ab- 
surd and inhuman custom, but has not been able 
to suppress the drunken revels, which are in- 
dulged during the eight days they mourn for the 
deceased, and on the anniversary festivals. la 
other respects they follow the ritual of the church , 
of Rome ; and the funeral is performed with aU 
the pomp and splendour due to the dignity of the 
person* The remains of the monarch are de- 
posited in a beautiful cofiin in the middle of a 
lai^ vault, ornamented with a suit of black 
har^ngs, which are annually renewed, notwith- 
standing the bad odour that exhales for some 
time after from the body of the deRmct.^ 

The Congoese have no written laws, but cus- 
tom and tradition serve instead of a code, unless 
&vour or bribery interpose. Every province 
has a chief justice, who decides in all civil and 
criminal affairs ; from whose award, however, an 
aj^al may be made to the king, who presides 
at the supreme court, and deternfines the dis- 
pute by lus authority. Every judge chooses a 
mimber of assistants, generally twelve, out of 
his own community ; and when the cause is 
brought befi)re him, he hears and examines the 
parties and their witnesses I and the plaintiff and 
defendant are the only pleaders. If any person, 
however, thinks himself incapaUe of properly 
stating his own case, he is allowed to substitute 
a friend. When both parties hare been heard^ 
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the judge recapitulates the whdle of the cri- 
dence to his assistance, and asks their opinion ; 
after which he immediately pronounces sentence, 
and dismisses the court. 

There are only three offences which are deem- 
ed capital : treason, murder, and sorcery. The 
punishment for the first of these crimes depends 
on the will of the prince, who generally con- 
demns the trsdtor to lose his head and estate* 
The murderer is immediately decollated, unless 
some aggravating circumstances seem to require 
a more severe death, or the relations of the de- 
ceased request a more dreadful punishment ; in 
which last case, the criminal is usually delivered 
up to them, to be disposed of according to their 
pleasure. The pretended crime of sorcery is ex-- 
piated by burning alive ; and this punishment^ 
we are credibly in^med, is still very frequently 
enforced among the pagan natives. They do not 
consider adultery as any very important offence } 
the gallant is obliged to pay to the injured per- 
son the value of a slave ; and the woman to ask 
her husband pardon and forgiveness ; on fidlure 
of tfiis last requisition, a divorce is sued for, 
which is genendly obtmned without much diffi- 
culty from the Portuguese priest. For the pre- 
vention and punishment of more trivial offences, 
the bastinado, whipping, fines, and imprison- 
ments, are used ; the two former being generally 
the lot of the poorer culprits only. Picking of 
pockets and private stealing are conwdered as 
crimes worthy of being punished ; but to take 
any thing by force, or to rob boldly, is a noWe 
action, and thought to be more heroic in propor- 
tion to the largeness and value of the booty ac- 
quired* 
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The chief commodities importtd into this 
country by the 'Portuguese^ arc the produce of 
firazil, or the manu&ctures of Europe : the for- 
mer of which consist of fruits, grain^ and other 
provisions ; and the latter of Turkey carpets, 
£nglish cloth, tobacco, wine, brandy, together 
ivith a great variety of domestic utensik* In re- 
turn for which the Congoese export a vast num- 
ber of slaves to America, the annual amount of 
which is calculated to be fifteen thousand* Many 
^f them, however, die on their passage, or soon 
after their arrival. Nor need we wonder at this, 
when we consider the cruel and inhuman manner 
in wluch these miserable creatures are treated 
during their voyage : seven or eight hundred 
slaves are frequently »towed in the hold of a 
single ship, where there is scarcely room to shift 
themselves from one side t6 the other. They 
are allowed no other provisions than horse-beans 
and water, and geneKdly labour under a compli- 
cation c^ diseases, superadded to that perturbed 
state of mind, which unavoidably takes place 
from the gloomy prospect of terminating their 
days in unpitied servitude. Dreadful, however, 
as these sensations and expectation of the poor 
negro must be, they are considerably heightened 
by the strange notions, that those who are sold 
for slaves, are immediately put to death on their 
landing in America ; where their bones are burn- 
ed and calcined, in order to make gunpowder ; 
and that their flesh, fat, and marrow, are ex- 
pressed into oil, which, it is supposed, is the sort 
imported by the Europeans into Africa. The 
Congoese have these innate ideas of horrid bar- 
barity so firmly rooted in their minds, that the 
dread of being sold into slavery, and sent into 
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America, will deter the boldest and most sedi- 
tious, and render them perfectly obsequious to 
the will of their superiors^ 

The artificers in iron are most esteemed ; not 
on account of the superior usefulness of that me- 
tal, but because of a tradition current amongst 
them, that the first blacksmith was elevated to 
the throne of Congo. Notwithstanding, however, 
this honorary distinction, they have made so 
little improvement in this art, that a stranger see^ 
ing them at work, would imagine it had been 
only lately introduced. A stone or piece of hard 
wood is their anvil, which they hold between their 
legs, and on which they beat and form the iron 
with a shapeless mallet; whilst, in the mean time, 
they move a wretched pair of bellows with their 
feet ; and they have no files with which to polish 
the articles they thus fabricate. The weavers 
are still less perfect at their business than the 
smiths ; and it is astonishing how they can make 
such curious works as they perform, with instru- 
ments so simple and defective. They fasten tlieir 
threads only at both ends, to two pieces of tim- 
ber laid on the ground, and conduct the cross 
web through each other one by one. Notwith- 
standing the length and difficulty of this labour, 
they adorn their work with curious devices, which 
exhibit singular neatness and dexterity. Their 
joiners and carpenters produce the most clumsy 
articles imaginable ; though they employ double 
the time in their construction, which would be 
necessary to render them neat and perfect, if their 
tools were more proper for their purpose, and 
they had been taught how to use them rightly. 
In short, every mechanic, however advanced in 
years and experience, appears to be only a leam- 
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cr; aiidtliey exhii^not the stnaHest ingenuity 
in fiibricating their utensils, or in constructing 
their huts, boats, or vehicles for carriage. These 
last artides, however great the ^stance, or in« 
<fi£ferent the roads may be, are all borne on the 
shoulders of slaves* 

Xhe rich, indeed, travel in a kind of palan* 
quin, which has a covering to shelter it fiom the 
sun ; and not unfrequently a slave also attends 
with an umbrella, to shade his master. These 
pahinquins are carried on the shoulders of two 
stout slaves, who are relieved at prc^r intervals 
by others, wlnht the master lolls at his ease, and 
smoaks, sleeps, or vacantly stares about hinu 
Travellbig, however^ in this country, is tedkms, 
chargeable, and inconvenient ; it is whdly per- 
formed by slaves, who are f&ry expensive ; and 
the badness of the roads, the rapidity of the ri- 
vers, the vrant of bridges, together with the pro- 
digious number of vriid beasts, render it equaUy 
<fi£Bcult and dangerous. The man who is under 
the necessity of making a journey on fobt, never 
burthens himself with any thing, for the wife car- 
ries the bi^ containing the provisions^ which is 
hung at her back, and suspended by a thong that 
passes round her forehead. In addition also to 
this load, she perhaps carries a child in her arms 
which she suckles, and dn^ another along by 
the hand, whilst the indolent husband carelessly 
smoaks his pipe, and never once offers to assist 
her* 

The houses of the Congoese are low, ill-built, 
and of a circular form, raised with wood and 
TOud, and poorly thatched with straw or fern, 
which barely serve to keep out the sun and nun. 
They have no vrindows, and they receive li^t 
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only by the doors, which are usually so low that 
the shortest person must stoop to enter them ; 
and even in the huts themselves, a tall man can 
scarcely stand upright. The houses, however, 
in St. Salvadore, the capital, and in some other 
towns, are more spacious and higher ; being 
whitened within and without, and divided into 
apartments, the floors of which are covered with, 
curious matdng. The habitations of the Portu- 
guese arc constructed after the European man- 
ner, being commonly built of brick and mortar, 
ipd pretty well furnished. The furniture of the 
Cangoese is much adapted to their houses, and 
consists principally of a few ilUcontrivcd instru- 
mehts of jagriculture, hatches, cutlasses, cala* 
leashes for holding their provisions, pots, kettles, 
iqartheurdishes, and hand-mills for grinding their 
cf>m. Their most sumptuous beds are large 
coarse sackclotlis filled with leaves or straw, over 
which they throw a slight covering ; and logs of 
wood frequently supply the place of pilk)ws. It 
must, however, be confessed, that since the Por- 
tuguese have been settled in this country, the 
i)adves have begun to imitate, in some degree, 
^the sumptuousness of their furniture. The pa- 
laces of most of the princes and viceroys are de- 
corated with large and splendid umbrellas, look- 
ing-glasses, pictures, chairs, china, and cabinets ; 
while the ixiferior nobility, unable to purphaise 
these expensive articles, c:ontent thpms^lves with 
a more humble imitation, or, with a true philoso- 
phical spirit, ajject to despise them, as unworthy 
iht attention of great and elevated minds. 

Polygamy was allowed in this kingdom, till 
the time of the introduction of Christianity ; since 
which period, howevier, no persuasions wUl pre* 
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^nul on the most religious of the Congoese ca-^ 
tholics, to renounce tke custom of keeping a& 
many mistresses as their circumstances will 
permit ; though the Portuguese nuptial cere- 
mony is chiefiijr adopted by the Christian con- 
verts. Even those who seem to comply most 
strictly with the laws of the church, i^ative to 
marriage, reserve to themselves the liberty of 
conversing with the person made chdce of for a 
•wife, and to enjoy vnth her all privileges and 
endearments, for two or three years before the 
nuptial contract be finally ~ solemnized ; and 
the relations of both sides think it reason* 
able, that some time should be allowed for a 
trial of each other, in order that they may be- 
come intimately acquainted, previously to their 
entering into an engagement, which is to con- 
tinue during the remainder of (heir Bves. When, 
therefore, Sie conditions of the suitor are ac- 
cepted by the parents and the girl, she is con- 
ducted to the house of her future husband5 as 
privately as possible, and thus commences hef 
^tate of probation^ Whfen the term agreed on 
is expired, it is generally the woman' that so^- 
licits the performance of the nuptial ceremony, 
which alone gives her the title and privilege of 
a wife. The man, however, is commonly very 
uidifferent with respect to the solemnization of 
the marriage, because he is about to impose on 
himself a sort of restraint ; but he is often in- 
duced to comply, in order that he may obtain 
the stipulated dowry. But should the woman 
^1 with regard to fruit^^ifaiess, industry, or 
temper, during the period of her noviciate, the 
husband returns her to her parents. She is not, 
however, considered as being in the least injured 



,y Google 



4S CONGOto 

by this intercourse ; nor does the reason fi^ 
Which she was returned, operate much to her 
disadvantage, as she is generally soon after taiL- 
«n on txial hy some other person. But should 
the man, after enjoying for a time all the nup* 
lial privileges, venture to tie the indissolubte 
jknot, he invites the friends and relations of botk 
Aides, who appear in their most sumptuous ap- 
|)arel, and fill the air with their acclamationa and 
expressions of joy. The priest enters and per- 
Ibms the ceremony ; after which follows an ex« 
change of presents, according to their rank and 
condition in life. On these occasions 9n elegant 
banquet is prepared, in order to treat the guests* 
The poor, rather than be deficient in. this rea» 
pect, wotdd sell one or two of their .children to 
purchase a calf or an ox, together with wine and 
brandy, for ^mii^ing the entertainment. Th« 
repast, generally, continues till sun-aet, or rathar 
as long as the provisions and liquor last. The 
whole is condided with misuc and dancing, tiU 
Ihey &U asle^ on the spot. 

It is an invarii^le custom, that the husband 
and wife shall have difierent depaitmei^ ; for 
the non-^rformuice of which no excuse is ad* 
mitled. To the husband it belongs to fornix 
lodging and dothing for his mfis^ and children, 
to prune the trees, and to collect the palm-wine. 
The business of the wife consists in providing 
food for the fomily, and waiting on l^r husband 
at meals. 

The smaU-pox is frequently very destmcdve 
among the Congoese, and depc^mlates whole 
villages* The extrenie virulence of this ^seass 
is chiefly owing to the neglect of applying pro^ 
per remedies, and of observing due precautions ; 
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th^ suffer the ack and healthy to live pitmiii* 
cuously. Besides keejung their jxttes shut bjr 
the grease with which ihcy daily anoint their 
bodies, they contract them also by means of the 
cold water, into which they plunge themselveSf 
after dancing till they are become disgusting 
with sweat. Though the disorders which thence 
result are of a common kind, their physicians 
are ignorant of the means of curing themy 
and the patients generally die. Fevers, attend- 
ed with violent pains in Uie head, are also very 
frequent and ckngerous, especially during the 
vrinter season, when the great ndns render the 
air unhealthy. As antidotes to these disorders 
they prescribe abstinence, and will refrain two 
or three days from eating or drinking. 

They inclose the dead in cotton cloth, or 
straw mats; but people of rank are wrapped up 
in European linen, and the bier is covered with 
hlack» The deceased is buried in the fields, 
-where the graves are distinguished either by 
throwing up, hills of earth over them, or by rais- 
ing plantations of trees round ^em. Both rich 
and poor observe a kind of mourning for their 
relations. They confine themselves for three 
^ys, during which period they abstain fix>m 
all kinds of food. I'hey also shave their head% 
anoint their bodies with oi]> and then rub them- 
selves with a quantity of- earth, or dust ; which 
^ves them; a most hideous and fantastic ai^)ear<- 
ance. Those of a higher rank shave only the 
tipper part of their heads^ which they bind with 
a piece of cloth or leather; and conBne them- 
selves to their houses during eight days, after 
which they return to their former manner of 
living. Widows, however, are <^liged to sub- 
E 2 
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mit to amuch longer aedusion frcnn the worid ; 
cspedalljr «t court, and in populous placeSf 
where it would be cooaidered as extremety in* 
decent aad unbecoming Sor any such females to 
appear in public in less than a fear, and even 
then otherwise than in black* 
' . The Congoese entertain a barbarous and io« 
human opinion, that, as dying persons are about 
to pass fiXMn a wretched aood troubtescnne 1^ 
kito a state of hairiness and tranquillity, no 
p^ormance can be more kind and charitable 
thann^at tends to accelerate their deliverance 
by any means. Hence it hq>pens, that they no 
sooner perceive a man in the agonies oi deaths 
than they stun die patient with cries and shouts* 
or endeavour to stifie him with caresses. This» 
however, may be considered as a mild sort o£ 
treatment, in aunparison of what is practised by 
^e common people, who always endeavour to 
^spatch the dying person as soon as possible* 
by stG|^g his mouth and nose, stxiking him on 
the breast, orsuch other inhuman treatment. If 
is related of the inhabitants of the province of 
Metamba, that when any of their relations are 
at the point of death, they drag them out of 
their bed by the arms or legs, throw them into 
the air as -high as possible, and then suffer them 
to fall to the ground. After viewing them &U 
tentively for some time, when dead or expiring^ 
they throw themselves on the body, kiss it, and 
press it to their breasts with sighs and other 
marks of sorrow, which might be capable of 
exciting the pity of those, who are not ac- 
quainted ^ith the indifference and Micant of af- 
fection Ifhat prevail in all their femilies. The 
body is then dressed in a decent manner, aiid 
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Sprinkled with niealbjr the cridestpenoo; iihHtt 
the rest jom in moomRd soogty which are ao> 
ccympenied with hideous howlings. 

The origin and history of tins kingdom are 
extremely intricate aad obscure ; and there ia 
no posn^iity of fixing either ^ time of the 
fiiundaticm of this nxmarchy, or of obtaining aa 
authentic accoimt of the several lunes that oo 
cofned the throne irosn the reign dt Luqnenit 
wriio was the ibiBider and first sovereign <^ this 
eminre. These defects are to be ascribed to the 
ignorance of the Congoese in the art of writings 
aisKe few &cts, and still fewer dates, have been 
preserved by them. The filler of Luc^eni was 
dniina-n-^iiDa, a petty prince on the banks of 
tiie Zairej who having espoused the daughter 
of another chiefiain, gave a loose to the dilates 
of his ambition, a^ bemg dissatisfied with the 
amall extent of his dominions, resolved to at* 
tempt the subjugation of the neig^^uring teiv 
vitory, which was composed of a number of 
smaU repuUics, jealous of their liberties and ii^ 
dependence* Acoonfingly, having invaded these 
states, he met with a brave and vigorous oppo^ 
aition, which continued for several years ; but 
at length, through dint of valour and perse- 
verance, he made himself master of a strongly 
fortified place, which served him as a retreal^ 
and was capable of sustaining the attack of the 
onited force of his enemies* From this fortress 
he made several inroads into the country with 
impunity, and, at length, subdued the whole 
territory. 

Luqueni, in the mean time, having incurred 
the disjdeasure c^ his &ther, erected his stand- 
ard, aiul was proclaimed king by the soldier% 
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who deserted the cause of Emmia-n-Zimaf and 
ranged themselves under the banners of his soo. 
Elated with the dignity which had been confer- 
red on him^ and Qie increase of his army, L.u- 
queni attacked and carried all before him. He 
subdued the whole province of Npembacassiy 
which has been since denominated Cong«, and 
enlarged his conquests from the mouth of the 
Zaire to the city of St. Salvadore, without meet* 
ing any vigorous of^sition ; the prince of that 
vast tract of country having been defeated in the 
first engagement, and obliged to live exiled dur- 
ing the remainder of his days. The descend- 
ants of this unhappy sovereign had recourse to 
the clemency of the conqueror, obtained the in* 
vestiture of some petty lordships, on condition 
of their acknowled^ng Luqueni as their king, 
and paying him a certain annual tribute. Their 
successors, however, have made many fruitless 
efforts to regain possession of their ancient do- 
minions ; and in order to prevent their title to 
the crown from becoming nuH and v(Md, they 
yearly protest against the usurpation of the 
reigning prince : this is done by sending a wo« 
man annually to command the king to retire to 
his own dominions, and to resign a realm to which 
he has no right. Themonarch answers, that God 
has raised him to the throne, which he hopes to 
transmit to his descendants ; after which Imving 
made the woman some considerable presents, 
she departs. 

A. D. ^^^^9 ^^S of Portugal, sent Diego 

1484. Cam, a man of an enterprising genius, 

and the most expert navigator in his ser- 

vice, to make diseoveries on the coast of Africa, 

&rther southward than had been hitherto at- 
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<Bmpted. Cluii accordingly set sail ; end, en^ 
deavouring to doal]3e Catalhia, he insensiUy fell 
into the river Zaire, in iirhich he Imd not pro* 
ceeded far before he perceived a great number 6f 
the natives, greatly resembling the people he had 
already seen ; who approached the Portuguese^ 
and presented them some of their fruits and 
other refreshments, which Cam thankfully ac- 
cepted, and returned some small equivalent* 
Delighted with the frankness of their conduct^ 
Hiis navigator paid them great attention, and en^^ 
deavouring to become acquainted with their so^ 
irereign and mode of goveniment, prevailed on 
the Congoese to accompany four or five of the 
F6rtuguese to St. Salvadore. These were chaig)^ 
cd with various articles of value, as presents for 
tibe king and royal family, to induce the mo* 
narch to conclude an allnnce widi the Portuf 
guese. Not, however, returning by the dme ap* 
pointed, Cam v^s compelled by different causes 
to leave them behind and sail for £ur(^)e, but 
carried with him four of the natives, who were 
persons of distinctifm, as hostages for the safety 
of his countrymen. During the voyage, tfa^ 
Congoes^ made such progress in acquiring a 
knowledge of the Portuguese language, that on 
their arrival at the court of Idng John, they were 
capable of informing his majesty of severed ira«> 
portant matters relative to their country* This 
BO delighted the Portuguese monarch, that he 
ordered Cam to return with them to Congo load* 
ed with presents for themselves and their king^ 
whom he exhorted to become a convert to the 
true rdigion, and to acknowledge the Supreme 
Being. 
On his arrival in C<mgo, Cam was pleased te 
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find his men safe^ and that they had been &vo(n^ 
ably received at court. Soon after, a splendid em* 
bassy was sent to the king, soliciting his friend* 
3hip, to the success of wMch the represaitationsr 
of the natives, who had been at the court of Por* 
tugai, did not a Uttle contribute* Accordingly^ 
an alliance was soon formed between the two na* 
tions, which, though sometimes interrupted by 
intervening causes, has never yet been entirely 
dissolved. Cam having sailed on the coast as &r 
as the twenty-second degree of south latitude^ 
made a Ibrmal visit to the king, who received him 
with the greatest respect ; and, on the departure 
of this na^dgator for Europe, appointed one of his 
nobles, named Zuchut, to accompany him in qua* 
iity of ambassador, to the Portuguese court for 
the purpose of requesting a number of holy Tnen, 
who might instruct him and his subjects in the 
principles of Christianity. Several young Congc^ 
ese also attended the ambassador ; all of whom, 
on their arrival in Portugal, were taught the doc- 
trines of the gospel, and baptized in the Christian 
£dth at Beza, where the court then resided, with 
the greatest splendour and solemnity. 
. They were then sent back into their own 
country, accompanied by several priests ; .who, 
under the command of Roderigo Souza, ar< 
riving at the city of Songo, on the river Zaire^ 
made a convert of the governor of that pro- 
vince, who was baptized by the name of Ema- 
nuel, in compliment to the king of Portugal's 
brother. Admiral Souza then hasteneS to the 
court of the sovereign of Congo, where he met 
with the most flattering attention. The king 
was highly pleased with the presents that had 
teen sent him, and especially with the sacred 
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ti^nsHs caMncidby the pnesfo, for the Ttctp6oa 
of which he resolyed to erect a magnificent 
ehurch. This edifice being built, the king, 
queen, and several of the nobUity were baptized ; 
tiheir majesties assuming the names of John and. 
£leonora, in honour of the king and queen of 
Portugal ; and the royal example was followed 
by many thousands* The sovereign of Congo 
Bteing obliged to set out soon after, in order to 
suppress an insurrection which had broken out 
in his dominions, Sousa presented him with a 
standard on which a cross was embroidered, and 
exhorted him to place-his confidence of success 
in that Saviour, whose reUgion he had embraced* 
This expedition termkiated in a ^gnal victory, 
"Which the Congoese ascribed to ^upematund 
assistance, and accordingly great numbers of 
them renounced the religion of their country, 
and embraced Christianity. The eldest son d 
|he king became a very zealous conveit, and 
itssumed the name of Alphonso ; but his younger 
brother, Panzo Aquitima, continued strongly at- 
tached to the heathenish superstitions in which he 
had been educated, became the inveterate enemy 
c^ the Portuguese and of the Christian retigion ; 
and, at length, prevailed on his father to apos- 
tatize, and to persecute all his converted sub* 
jects that did not follow his example. Alphon* 
so, however, resisting all the xraresses and me- 
i^u;es ef his relations, was accused of treason, 
and banished into a remote province* But the 
Idng having discovered soon after the injustice 
of the accusation, recalled Alphonso, and gave 
him the government of the principal part of his 
dominions ; through which the young prince 
jNideavoured to disseminate the doctrines of the 
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go^ly and even eaforoed its cstoiAdinietit by- 
the severest penalties. This imtatiag lus bro* 
ther, who still preserved conndefsble inihioice 
over the kiiigv Alphonso was ordered to i^poar 
at court, and give an accoimt of his conduct ; 
^ which, however, he refused to do» His 
Y^^ fikther's death happenmg soon afW, he 

was prockdmed king of Congo. 
Pan2o, who w«s at that time at the head of 
a numerous army, was no sooner informed that 
his brother had tidien possesion of the throne, 
than he marched to atUK^ him. Alphonso had 
only a few Christian soldiers, whom, however, 
he inspired with such resolution, that he guned 
a complete victory, and drove lus brother into a 
wood, attended oi^y by an old experienced <^ 
ficer, where, it is reported, he fell into a trap 
placed for the purpose of catching wild beasts. 
Panzo died two days after, either from the in- 
jury he received from this accident, cr from his 
grief and despair at the disappointment of aU his 
hopes. After this, Alphonso enjoyed an undis- 
turbed and prosperous reign, and promoted 
Christianity to the utmost of his power. He 
sent his son Don Pedro, accompanied by several 
young noblemen, to be educated in Portugal, 
and for whom the Portuguese monarch pro- 
cured the ablest teachers. These youths having 
made a surprising progress in the knowledge of 
Christianity, after their return to Congo, greatly 
increased the number of converts by the force of 
their arguments, and exemplary conduct. Al- 
phonso lived to see the greater part of his sub- 
jects renounce their ancient religion, and become 
proselytes to the Christian faith. A little before 
his death, he sent for his son Don Pedro, and- 
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t»ik>rted Hm to promote Chnstiamty in his do- 
lak^ions, as the Baoate&ctualm^aiis of securing 
ta himself and his peo^e, the dzvioe fiivour and 
protec^fm.^ Haning thuaspoiseii, be hies* ^ ^ 
sed the young prince^ and died univeiial^ j^^^l 
ly lamented. 

He was succeeded in the kingdom by his 
soa Don Pedro, who possessed ius father's vir- 
tues, and even endeavoured to surpass him in 
liberality, by the considerable augm^itatioiis he 
made to the revenues of the church* During 
the reign of this prince, the pope granted to the 
Insbop of St. Thomas, the spiritual jurisdiction 
of this kingdom ; in consequence of which he 
assumed the title of bishop <^ Congo. When 
he arrived to. take possession of his bidiopric, 
the joy of the people was universal, and almost 
inctediible. The king, in particular, disdnguish- 
ed himself on this occasion : the roads through 
which the bishop was to pass, he caused to be 
covered with mats, for an extent of on^ hundred 
and fifty nules ; whilst myriads of his subjects 
testified their reverence by the humblest pros* 
trations, and followed the prelate with loud ac- 
clainations. TIhs bishop divided the ci^ of 
Stk Saivadore into parishes, appointed proper 
pastors for each, nnd regulated the several dis- 
tricts of the missionaries throughout the king- 
dom. 

Don Pedro dying without children, left . - 
the crown to his broUjer Don Francisco, '' 
a prince worthy of being his successor, 
being possessed of the same excellent qualities, 
and in particular c^ his sincere and exemplary 
seal for the Christian religion; Don Francisco, 
Vol. XIV. F 
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^ however, reigned only two years, and 
^' died very much regretted by his subjects. 
His cousin, Don Diego, ascended the 
throne, and sent a splendid embassy to the Por- ^ 
tuguese monarch, informing him of the state of 
Christianity in his dominions, and requesting that 
more missionaries might be sent to Congo* This 
prince endeavoured by every method to oblige 
the Portuguese : he conformed himself to their 
manners, and imitated <thdr luxurious mode of 
life ; he adorned his palace with sumptuous fur* 
niture, wliich he procured fix>m Europe ; and he 
dressed in the most splendid apparel. He 
died without children, after a reign of eight 
^ jy years, during which period Christianity 
J j^^j^ was greatly diffused throughout hb do- 
minions. 
The Portuguese, who had now become very 
numerous and powerful, through the indulgen- 
ces they had experienced in several succes^ve 
reigns, ijidbced by the circumstance of the king's 
dying without issue, took upon them to fill the 
throne with a person of their own choice. This 
bold and daring attempt did not fail of alarming 
the whole kingdom. The princes of the blood, 
the governors of the provinces, and the rest of 
the Onigoese nobility, justly considered it as an 
<^en avowal of the intention of the Portuguese 
to subvert their constitution and government, 
and to reduce the whole nation to the most ab- 
ject slavery. Tired, therefore, with indignaUon 
at the insult which was offered to their liberty, 
they took up arms, and attacking the Portuguese 
with fury, exterminated every one who had join- 
ed in the conspiracy ; -^tcepting only the clei^ 
and missionaries, though it is probable they 
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were the very |>ersons ^o had originally advii> 
ed the obnouous measure. The natives having, 
by this terrible massacre, secured their liberty 
and independence, proceeded to the election of a 
new king.; and the states being assembled for 
tliat purpose, they made choice of Don Henri- 
quez, who \vas accordingly ndsed without oppo^ 
ution. This prince is said to have been a bro- 
ther of the late king, Don Diego, who, for cer- 
tain political reasons, though sennble of his great 
valour and many excelled qualities, kept him 
confined at a distance from court, and sequest- 
ered from public affiedrs. His reign, however, 
was short imd inglorious* Soon liter his elec- 
tion to the throne, he was engaged in a war 
against the Anzkans, in which being defoated, 
fae died of grief. 

Don Henriquez was succeeded in the . _ 
kingdom by his son, Alvarez the first, ,j^^ * 
who was a wise and brave prince, a zea- 
lous Christian, and in every re^)ect deservhig a 
happier and more prosperous reign than he en- 
joyed. The first object of the newly elected 
monarch was to send a solemn and formal em- 
bassy to Don Sebastmn, king of Portugal, to 
excuse and extenuate the late massacre of the 
Portuguese. The ambassador of the king of 
Congo exposed in proper colours to the court of 
Lisbon the atrocious attempt made to subvert 
their constitution and government ; represented 
the odium which had been excited agamst the 
Portuguese, by their pride, avarice, and tyran- 
nical conduct ; and 8U[^rted his assertions by 
such irrefi^gaUe evidence, that Don Sebastian, 
who was on the point of sending a powerful ar^ 
my' to revenge the slaughter of his subjects, was 
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easilf persuaded to listen to the temis of recon* 
dilation, and to live in peace and friendship with 
Alvarez and his people* 

This storm was no sooner dissipated) ^lan the 
Congoese monarch found himself and his king- 
dom threatened with a fresh calamity. This 
was an irruption of the Giagas, who invaded his 
dominions on all sides, and, before a sufficient 
army couid be raised to hinder their devasta- 
tiohs, put an to fire and sword, vtritibout tiie 
Ie»t distinction. Alvarez seeing himself una- 
ble to stem the torrent, which deluged and laid 
waste his territories, retired with his court to an 
island in the Zaii^, where a grievous famine 
and pestilence attacked and destroyed gt^at nool'- 
bers of his followers. The next year proved 
still more dreadful and afflicting : the whole 
harvest \^as devoured by the locusts^ which co- 
vered this ground in such swarms, that they left 
neither bkde of grass, nor grain of ccmh re- 
maining; and consumed the very leaves and 
barks of ti^es. By these complicated calamitiei^ 
the peopfe were reduced to such distsiess, that 
parents were onder the necessity of decimat- 
ing thehr t;hildren> and ai selling «ome to sap^ 
port the rest. 

The king of Portugal being informed that 
there were several rich and valuable mines of 
gelid and silver in Congo, sent proper and exf 
perienced persons into that kingdom, who were 
commanded to make a diligent seardt, and to 
give him an exact and &ithfol account of them. 
Alvarez, however, being (fissuaded by his Ei- 
ther confessor from suffering these mines to be 
discovered, lest the disclosure of them should 
tempt the Portuguese monait^h to make himself 
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tna^er of the whde kingdom, directed the ar- 
tists into other provinces where neither silver 
ffior gold was to be found* IKsappointed in 
the expectaticms .they had formed, Sebastian 
-and his subjects endrely changed their bdianour 
towards the Congoese, and left them in no doubt 
what had been tbe principal object of the zeal 
^okI attention, which the Portuguese had hither- 
to manifested. The wealthy merchants aban- 
doned the dominions of Congo, and the com- 
^nerceof that country fell into ruin and decay* 
The splendid embasides to the court of Lisbon 
experienced a cold and formal recepdon; and 
the most earnest and unwearied entreaties of 
Alvarez for a fresh si^^y of missionaries, who 
tnigfat relive the spirit of religi(»i, which was 
become almost extinct, were only answered by 
promises and delays* Christianity daily de- 
creased ; whilst licentiousness and apostacy ac- 
quired strength, and gained new proseljrtes and 
promoters* The king, worn out with cares 
and disappointments, was ^ gatliered to his &^ 
thers,' aiui left the crown to his son, Alvarez 
^e second* 

The newly elected sovereign, not discouraged 
by the ill success which had attended the several 
embassies of his fitther to the court of Portugal| 
renewed the same requests, immediately a]^r 
lus accession to die crovni* Philip the second, 
who at that time swayed both the sceptres of 
Spain and Portugal, listened to the entreaties 
of Alvarez, and obtained from t)ie pope, a bi* 
«hop for the kingdom of Congo, who was con- 
veyed thither soon after, accompanied by several 
ecclesiastics and missionaries of different orders* 
These being dispersed through the kingdom, by 
F2 
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their indei&ti^le zeal, rest(H!ed Chiistiaiii^ t» 
its former state, in. a fewer number of y^ars 
than, considering the extreme decay afreligtoDt 
and the many difficulties they had to surmomM^ 
oocdd i^easonably have been e^iqpected* The suc- 
cess of their preaching also tended to sa^»^id| 
if not to supfRTess, the nntnerous revolts .which 
ha|iipened uiwier cveiy mmiarch ; m^somucb that 
Alvarez had the sat^cdcm of ivitoessiog.the 
surprising progress of Chrisliamty, a^d of ^i- 
joying a quiet and peaceable r&ffi during a 
space of twenty-seven years* 

^ On the demise of the . moni^ch> Ber- 

1614. '^^^ ^^ eldest son, succeeded, to the 
^ux>ne^ but he had sclux^ely reined one 
year, before he was killed in a duel by his bro- 
ther Alvarez the third, or, as others say, assassi- 
nated by him; who was. immediately proclaim- 
ed king of Coi^, and assumed the nsune of 
Alvarez the third. One of the first cares of 
the new sovereign was to exculpate himself 
from being accessary to the death of the late 
monarch*^ He, thei*efore, ordered a church to 
be erected on the field of battle, and on the ve^ 
kpot where his brother fell ; and as soon as^ he 
was healed of the wounds, which he; had r^ 
ceived in the engagement, attended by a nume^^ 
rous retinue, he assisted in the work himselff 

The monarch^ example was followed by bi9 
attendants, and the succeeding day by the 
queen, at the head of her court, accompanied by 
several of the Portuguese nobility. Alvarez 
'A D '^ third died in the seventh yearothia 
i6aa. ^^^&^^ greatly regretted by his subjects, 
and by foreigners who enjoyed very ex* 
tensive privileges under his government. He 



,y Google 



COKGO. 57 

4s sdd to have been a. wise and yirtuons prince, 
t^ 2eal0iis pxmidter of Christianity, a lover of his 
country and peoj^, and the friend and patron of 
strangers. 

. He was succeeded in the kingdom by his son, 
Don Pedro the second, who reigned only two 
}rears, but in that period had an opportunity of 
displaying hb wisdom, moderation, and justice. 
An open rupture having taken place between the 
natives and Portuguese, both appealed to arms, 
and the latter were defatted. The nobility and 
chief officers of the kingdom unanimously ex* 
pressed their resentment against these foreign 
«rs, and insisted that they should be expelled &e 
territory of Congo without trial or delay. The 
lung, however, woqidnot consent to this pre^ 
cipitate mesHiure, but having made a full and 
impartial enquiry into the matter, was convinced 
that his subjects had acted unjilstly, and were 
the aggressors. He, therefore, gave the Por- 
tugi^se fresh assurances of his favour and pro- 
tection, and reconciled them with the natives* 
This {nince also died much regretted by hia 
st^jects. 

Don Pedro was succeeded by Don Garzia, of 
whom, whether he was a son, or a relatioa of 
the deceased monarch, it is unknown. 
He was a pijnce of great virtues and j^^ 
Abilities, and was much esteemed by his 
subjects ; but his reign was equally short with 
that of his predecessor, and he died in the se* 
jcond year after his accession to the throne* 
His successor, Tkm Ambrosio, is ?aid ^ _ 
to. have been a pious and benevolent ,^3^* 
monarch ; but his government was also 
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of short duration. On the demise oF 
j.^' this king, Alvarez the fourth ascended 
the throne, of whom we read of nothing 
worthy of notice, excepting that he was the 
- J. son of Alvarez the third. He was suc- 
1636.* c^eded by Alvarez^the fifth, whose reign 
was unfortunate and of short duration. 
The king having entertained unjust suspicions 
of the duke of Bamba, and of the marquis c^ 
Chiona, his brother, they were obliged to raise 
forces, and to unite in their own defence. A 
decisive battle was fought, in which the royal 
army was defeated, and the king taken prisoner. 
The two brothers, however, instead of abusing 
their victory, and putting the vanquished mo- 
narch to death, as is the usual custom of bar- 
barous nations, confined him in one of their pa- 
laces, and treated him with the greatest respect. 
At length, in order to prove to the king their 
inviolable fidelity and attachment to his person, 
they conveyed him on a hammock to his ca{Htal, 
which, with all the insignia of royalty, they 
restored to him. The savage and ungrateful, 
Alvarez, instead of being reconciled by this 
singular mark of loyalty and respect, became 
more incensed against them ; and, considering 
it disgraceful to be indebted to his subjects for 
his drown and his life, he was no sooner restored 
to the throne, than he levied another army, with 
which he marched against the two brothers. 
The engagement was long and bloody, and the 
victory for some time doubtful. At length, 
however, the royal forces w^re totally defeated, 
and vast numbers of them slain, among whom 
was the king himself. The duke of Bamba was 
unanimously chosen sovereign of Congo, pro- 
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pbdmed accordingly amidst the acclamations of 
the peo^de^ and assumed the name of the de» 
ciieaaed mottarch. 

Alvarez the sixth was a wise and pious prince^ 
but he was scarcely seated on the throne, when 
he Mms assassinatcKi by his brother, the marquis 
of Chiona,<who was called Don Garzia* Ap- 
pealing wiUi aai anned force, he so m- 
timidated the electors, that not only were ^^ ' 
fdl reproaches respecting his enormous 
and unnatural crime entirely suppressed, but 
he was chosen, without opposition, king of Con- 
go- In. the begkmmg of his reign he gave great 
hopes, on account of his ability in governing, 
and of his justice and zeal for religion. These 
virtues, however, were soon effaced by his am- 
bition* He conceived the desigh of securing 
the crown to his eldest son, Don AlphonsQ^ 
without election, and contrary to the laws of 
the country. He b^;^ui, therefore, with per- 
secuting all the princes of the blood, who^ in 
preference to him and the duke of Bamba, had 
a right to the cro:vm, which by the victory of 
the two brothers had been transferred to a fo- 
re%n&niily, or, at least,toa ^stant branch of 
that on the throne* Don Garzia put to death 
all these unfortunate persons, whom he could 
discover. These crueltks discovered the am- 
bitious designs of the moimrch, and fidled not 
to alarm the states of the einpire ; but none of 
th^m had the courage to expostukite with him 
JOR the vUeness of his conduct. The catholic 
pnests, however, ventured to represent to him 
the guilt iand danger of these proceedings ; but 
tiie yepi^se they experienced soon cooled the 
aM tjimmyy md the rest became objects of hisr 
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hatred and resentment. The king perc^^ng' 
that he gi^ew daily more odious and detesUMe 
to his subjects, bad recourse to soothsayetSy 
sorcerers, and magicians, whoiiad obtained an 
ascendancy, during the peiiodin which the Por- 
tuguese had deprived Congo of missionaxies. 
These impostors finding that Don A^honso 
was stron^y attached to Christianity, inspired 
the &ther with suspicions against him* With- 
out allowing time for hearing the defence of 
bis son, Don Garzia convened the states of the 
empire, and declared Don Alphonso unworthy 
. and incapaUe of succeeding him in the 
,55^* kingdom, and caused his son Antonio to 
be elected and crowned sovereign of 
Congo* 

Don Antonio had no sooner finished the ob- 
sequies, than he began to execute the dying 
commands of his father. He ordered his eldest 
brother, Alphonso, td be put to death in a cruel 
manner, and refused him the rites of sepulture. 
The nobles and officers of his kingdom, of whom 
he entertained the least suspicion of disrespect 
or disaffection, underwent the same fate. At 
length he proceeded to such excesses of cru- 
elty, that he could scarcely procure servants or 
slaves to attend him. The catholic priests re- 
monstrated against these enormities, and also 
against the incestuous marriage which he had 
contracted with one of his relations. Indignant 
at the opposition he received from men who had 
become odious to him, he deprived the clergy of 
their property, and threatened to exterminate 
all the Portuguese in his dommions. The latter 
resolving to be in readiness, revived their former 
demands on the gold and silver noines, and de^ 
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them by force of arms* Don Antonio, in order 
to prevent such a measure, levied an army of 
five hvuidred thousand men. He then consulted 
tlie div^ers and magicians, and offered sacrifi- 
ces to render their pretended deities fevourable 
and propitious* The soothsayers assured him 
of victory, and that, accompanied by an escort 
<]£ the Portuguese lords, he should enter in tri« 
tunph the city of St. Paul de Loando, the me- 
tropolis of Angda, whither he was marching his 
tro(q>s« Both armies soon after engaged, and 
the Portuguese, who amounted only to about 
four thousand men, so grievously annoyed the 
enemy, that great numbers of them dispersed 
and fled, and the rest were dreadfully slaughter* 
ed« The king, who had posted himself on an 
<3xninence to observe the battle, was surrounded 
mid slain, and his head was carried in triumph 
to the ca^tal i an entrance very different from 
what had been predicted by his soothsayers* 
All that is known respecting his successors, AI- 
iiarez the seventh, and Alvarez the eighth, does 
not appear to merit a place in history ; but the 
Portuguese after a length of time obtained the 
power of new-modelling the govemment| and of 
decting a king. 

SECTION III. 

ANGOLA, which is also called by the na- 
tives Dombo, is bounded on the north by Con- 
go, on the east by Matemba, on the south by 
^Beaguela, and on the west by the oceans The 
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most considerable rivers in this. Idngdom^ sa^ 
the Dande and Coaqza* It is, hojvever, io; 
general; well watered ; and the. soil is fertile^ 
and yields various sorts of grain, pulse, and 
fruits ; and the country is enriched with mines 
of silver, copper, and other metals. The dres^- 
and external appearance of the natives greatlj^ 
resemble those of the inhabitants of Congo. la 
their dispositions they are intolerably indolent ; 
and their manner of living is indelicate and rude ; 
the flesh of dogs is preferred to that of any other 
animal, and they £sitten these creatures, and 
publicly expose tiiem for sale. The natives of 
Angola are divided into four classes: the no- 
bility ; those denominated children of the 
kingdom, who are principally tradesmen and 
artificers ; the slaves of the grandees ; and the 
captives taken in war, who are reduced to servi- 
tude- 
Polygamy is allowed in this kingdom in its ut- 
most latitude, and is practised even by those who 
make open profession of Christianity. The first 
^fe, however, is esteemed superior to the rest. 
The mother of a child is not permitted to coha- 
bit with her husband till its teeth begin to appear : 
when the fi'iends and relations of both sexes car- 
ry the infant in their arms from house to house> 
accompanied with vocal and instrumental music, 
and solicit some trifling gift for the child, which 
is seldom refused. The common rules of do- 
mestic economy are reversed in this country : 
the men stay at home and employ themselves in 
spinning and wea^ng ; whilst the women trans- 
act all the business of the field, and provide for 
the wants of the families* 
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In their funeral sokmnities, thejr caTcfally 
wash the body, and decorate the deceased with 
collars, bracelets, and new cloafths. The de- 
funct is then carried into a land ci vault, and 
placed in a sitting posture, on a heap of earth 
raised for that purpose. The more opulent 
throw various weapons and utensils into the 
grave, and conclude the ceremony with sprink- 
ling the ground with blood, and with libations 
of wine made in remembrance of their deceased 
friends. 

Angola was formerly a part of the Idngdom 
of Congo, and was governed by a deputy under 
the xnonarchs of that country ^ but it was after- 
wards made a free said independent state, and 
the deputies becamie sovereigns, and were suf- 
ficiently powerful to compel those princes to 
live in friendship with them, without paying 
tribute or allegiance. The kings of Angola 
were little inferior to those of Congo, when the 
Portuguese were admitted into their territories* 
The laitter, however, have wrested from them 
a great part of their dominions, and abridged 
them <rf their wealth and power ; but they do 
not appear to possess that unlimited authority, 
which they hold in Congo ; nor are they able 
to prevent the Dutch and English from trading 
with the natives. 

The principal articles imported into this 
country, are silks, velvets, Turkey carpets, 
wines, brandy, knives, pins, needles, fire-arms, 
cutlasses, and various other martial weapons, 
which are given in exchange for slaves. The 
religion of this kingdom formei-ly consisted of 
the same idolatrous and superstitious worship 
as that, of Congo. But after the Portuguese 
Vol. XIV. G 
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had fixed themselves Id seTeral parts of tbi» 
country, they aoltcited the courts of Roine and 
Madrid for misstonanesand priests, who readily 
consented to labour in so ^entiful- ei vineyanL 
These being dispersed through the several pro- 
vinces, preached to the icblatrous tiatiTeawlth 
such zeal and success, that, in the spme of^li 
years, twenty thousaiid persons were convert 
to Christianity, ^nce that time, their numbei^ 
iave continued to increase, and the kings tf 
Portugal, and the popes of Rome, have con- 
stantly sent fresh missionaries into this country* 
New churches have been also erected in the 
provinces subject to the crown, and are msun* 
tained out of the royal treasury ; and the go- 
vernor of the district obliges every lord to 
have in his jurisdiction a chapel, io vp^iich to 
say mass, and to baptize. 

This kingdom is divided into provinces, on 
the chiefs of which is imposed a tribute, which is 
in proportion to the extent, wealth, and fertility 
of the respective districts. Amcmg s\ich a num- 
ber of governors, some are hereditary and 
others elective ; the subjects of -the former are 
kept under better regulations, and more strict 
discipline, whHe those of the latter are general- 
ly imperious, and refuse to submit to the least 
reproof. The military state of Angola and 
Congo is nearly the Same. The troops of this 
country, which are all infantry^ are a sort of 
national militia, in which every man capable of 
bearing arms is enrolled. They sekiom app^u* 
before their commanders, excepting when aa 
expedition is undertaken, and then assemble in 
prodigious multitudes. Nor are those who are 
kept for the service of the Portuguese, better dis- 



,y Google 



ANGOLA, «S 

^idihed tinan tfte rest ; insomuch that though 
the Idng of Angola can raise an army of foor or 
five thousand men, this numerous body of tnx^ 
would be easily broken and discom&ted by a very 
few regfidar soldiers. In an engagement, they 
are generally divided into three squadrons ; and 
the general) \rho is in the centre, directs their 
motions by the sound of warlike instruments. 
The soldiers attack the enemy with loud shouts, 
and in appearance with much fury ; but if any 
^^ident, or panic, haj^n to disconcert them, 
steither the general, nor his instruments can ral- 
ly then\, or bring them 'back to the charge* 
All the drums and trumpets of Africa could not 
drown the hordUe outcries of an anny when 
fiying. * The officers fight naked to the girdle, 
hut hang about their neck several links of iron, 
to which are/astened rings ; and they have bells 
depending from the waist. This dress, they 
think, ini^ires the soldiers with ardour, and 
gives the commander an appearance of pomp 
and grandeur. Their weapons are the bow, 
sword, target, and dagger. 

St. Paul de Loanda, which is the capital of 
this kingdom, the reudence of the sovereign, and 
one of the most considerable settlements of the 
Portuguese on this side of Africa, is situated on 
the iSe of Loando, which is twelve miles in 
length, and three quarters of a mile in breadth, 
and is in eight degrees and^rty-five minutes of 
south latitude. 

The first governor who Shook off the yoke of 
Congo,«.and erected this province into a separate 
and independent kingdom, was cidled Angola- 
Being an ambitious person, and having become 
wealSiy and powerful by the reduc^n of seve- 
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ral of the neighbouring states, he was ea^ in« 
duced to undertake this measure. In order, 
however, to prevent the king of Congo frona en- 
tertaining any suspicions of his design, which 
might have disconcerted his views, he continued 
to send to that 'monarch the usual annual tribute, 
till he thought himself seated firmly on the throne, 
when he took off the mask, and assumed the 
i^gal title. What, however, greatly facilitated 
his measures, was a war, in which the king of ^ 
Congo was at that time engaged with the Gia- 
gas, who had made inroads into hb dominions, 
and agsdnst whom he was obliged to request the 
assistance of Angola, as a friend and ally. The 
two monarchs continued ^vcr after on the most 
aniicable terms, rendering assistance to each 
other, and encouraging a mutual commerce be- 
tween the two nations. Angola lived to a very 
advanced age, and was highly respected by his 
subjects ; but in what year his reign commenc- 
ed, .or terminated, no author has been able 
to ascertain ; though it must have taken place 
after the discovery of this country by the Portu- 
guese. 

The king had a great number of wives and 
toncubines, one of whom, on account of her . 
prudence and econon\y, he made his chief queen. 
He had no son, but three daughters by her ; to 
the eldest of whom, named Zunda Riangola, 
he endeavoured to secure the succession. An- 
gola being grown very old and infirm, commu- 
nicated his project to his prime minister, a fa- 
vourite slave, whom he had raised to that dig- 
nity for his services and abilities. The artful and 
ambitious minister failed. not to applaud and 
approve the intention of the monarch, though 
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Ibs prificipai design was to supphnt the princess, 
^ad to seize tiie throne* Accordin^yy taking 
an opportunity when the court wa^ em{doycd in 
flowing the lands^ he spread a report that «une 
enemies had penetrated into the dominions of 
Angola. This rumour being confirmed by se* 
veral oi his partizansy was universally bcUeved, 
and every one pirepared to flee for safety* In 
this conrasiony the treacherous minister conduct* 
ed the princess to the royal palace, and acquaint- 
ed the monarch with the pretended danger. 
The king in^reat trepdation, and unaUe to stir 
from his bed, begged him to take some steps for 
his sa&ty ; upon winch, the minister, who 
was young and vigorous, lock Angola on his> 
shoulders, and conveyed Um into a neighbour* 
ing wood, under pretence of saving him from the 
i^ of the enemy ; but he was no sooner out of 
the sight of these that accoxi^)anied him, than 
setting down his royal master, he drew a dagger, 
and plunged it to his heart- Many of the noUes 
of the kingdom immediately appeared in arms 
agidnst him ; but finding his party very power- 
ful, they suffered him to ascend the throne mth* 
out opposition, on his declaring that he only in- 
tended to secure it for Zunda Riangola* The 
young princess, though she readily penetrated 
the whole of his design, thought proper to 
dissemble her sentiments, and seemingly to ac- 
quiesce in his measures* Several years, how- 
ever, elapsed without the performance of his pro- 
mise, or any attempt c^ her to dethrone him. 
But, at length, the usurper died suddenly, and 
the young princess was acknowledged and crown- 
ed queen of Angola* 

G2 
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Zunda Riangola having assumed the diadem^ 
resolved not to marry, diat she might have no 
rival near the throne. The same mistrust, boW" 
ever, inspired her with sentiments of jealousy 
towards the two sons ef her sister Munda, who, 
as the presumptive heirs of the crown, were 
become the hope of the kingdom. Apprehen- 
sive that her subjects, weary of being governed 
by a woman, would place one of them on the 
throne, she suffered continual uneasiness, and 
resolved to have them destroyed. She, there- 
fore ordered them to be brought to court, un- 
der pretence of ha^ng them educated as her 
own children, and heirs of the crown. The 
eldest, however, had scarcely arrived, when she 
caused him to be sacrificed to her jealousy. 
The horror which seized the parents of the 
illustrious youth, at the report of his assassina- 
tion, was excessive, and they immediately sal- 
lied forth at the head of their vassals, with an 
intention of surprising the queen. They found 
her, however, prepared to receive them, at the 
head of a numerous body of forces ; but the 
troops of the queen quickly gave way, and aban- 
doned her to their resentment* The mother of 
the deceased youth rushed on her unnatural 
sister, and having plunged a dagger to her 
heart, commanded the body to be torn to pieces* .-, 
The states of Angola immediately offered to 
place her and her husband on the throne of that 
empire : but they refused that honour, and con-^ 
ferred the crown on their second son Angola 
Chilv^gni. 

This prince was a great warrior, and soon 
enlarged the ancient dominions of the empire, 
by the conquest of several considerable provinces 
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en ^the eastern and southern frontiers. His &me 
became so great that powerful nations submitted 
at lus approach} and were proud of fighting un- 
der his banners. • He had a great number of 
wivesy and many sons, whom he j^aced in the 
goTemxnents of the provinces he conquered. 
He died highly regretted by his people, and 
was succeeded by (Hie of his younger sons, nam* 
ed Oambi Angola* This prince had no sooner 
ascended the throne, than becoming apprehen* 
^Te that his brothers would unite against him, 
in &vour of the eldest, he resolved to adopt the 
inhuman and too frequent expe<]dent of putdng 
thenvto death* This design, however, could not 
be carried into effect with such secrecy, but that 
two of the princes received notice of the king's in- 
tentions, and escaped into a distant part of the 
country* Dambi was a monster of perfidy, cru- 
elty, and avarice ; and his subjects esteemed it 
fortunate, that his reign was of short duration. 
His funeral, nevertheless, was performed with as 
much magnificence and ostentation, as if he had 
been the best of monarchs ; and a mount was 
erected over his grave, consisdng, according to 
the barbarous custom of the country, of a num- 
ber of human i^ctims, immolated to the manes 
of the deceased sovereign. 

He was succeeded in the kingdom by Angola 
Chilvagni the sec(»id, a warlike and liberal 
prince, but ambitious of glory* He made the 
most dreadfiil and destructive inroilads into the 
frontiers of Congo, the rivers of which were 
tinged with the blood of myriads, whom he 
massacred in these excursions. The generosity 
he exercised, however, towards those that sub- 
mitted themselyes to his mercy, induced the 
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governors of the ii&mtortes which *e was:$^ottt 
to enter) to sead deputies to meet him, who^ac- 
knowledged him as their sovereign, and im{^r- 
ed his ^vour and protection. His ;surprisii]^ 
success, ad^ed to the extravagant praises wluch 
his. parasites iailed not to bestow upon him, had 
sfttch an effect^ and rendered him so vdn, that 
he 4)egan to &ncy him^f one of the deities of 
the country, and, itherrfore, required that divine 
honours should be paid Sim. He was, however, 
con^elled to submit to the common &te of mor- 
tals, and died childless. 

His successor Ngingha Angola was a prince 
of cnlel and tyrannical disposition, and, under 
the pretence of justice, exercised the greatest se- 
verities. His subjects, howevo*, were soon de- 
Uvered from his cruelties and oppression. Death 
put a sjieedy period to his exiistence, and his 
reign ; and he was buried with the usual- pomp 
and solemnities, and had a whole hecatomb ik 
human victims slain upon his grave. Bandi An- 
gola, his son, was even more cruel than his &- 
ther, and carried his inhumanity so ^ir, that he 
rendered himself odious and detestable to his 
subjects. A general revolt ensued, in which the 
Angolese requested the assistance of the neigh- 
bouring Giagas. These, like a band of canni- 
bals, hasted to their aid, as to a splendid banquet, 
and besieged the tyrant upon an inaccessible 
mountain, where they hoped to reduce him by 
famine. In this emergency, the monarch appli- 
ed for succour to the king of Congo, whose in- 
terest and policy it was, to prevent these barba- 
rians from entering the dominions of Angola^ 
from whence they might easily pass into his own. 
That prince, therefore, hesitated not to render 
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him speedy and effectual aid, but commanded 
a powerful body of Portuguese to march to his 
assistance. Accordingly, they attacked the Gi« 
2^as with such irresistible fury, that they were 
quickly routed, and the rebels were reduced to 
obedience and submission. 

Bandi Angola finding himself thus freed from 
danger, and peace and tranquillity restored to 
his dominions, was so affected with this signal 
service of the Portuguese, Jhat he received them 
into his dominions, and even made them merh- 
bers of his privy council. But the princess, the 
king's daughter, becoming enamoured of the 
Portuguese general, the monarch formed the re- 
solution of extirpating them. This design was 
not concerted with such secrecy, but that the 
princess received infbrmation of the plot, and 
communicated the same to her lover. The ge- 
neral finding himself unable to oppose the whole 
force of the kingdom, deemed it proper and ex- 
pedient to retire with his countr3rmen to Congo, 
whither they arrived in safety without molesta- 
tion. He then set sail for Portugal, and related 
to the court of Lisbon the plan he had formed for 
reducing Angola, and the specious pretence 
which the treachery and ingratitude of that 
prince afforded for invading his dominions. 
This matter was highly approved by the king 
and council, and an armament was immediately 
prepared for the expedition, the chief command 
of which was vested in the general. Accord* 
ingly, they set sail, and landing in Angda, 
strongly fortified themselves in an advantage- 
ous situation, on the banks of the Coanza. 
/ These circumstances being reported to Bandi, 
he assembled his troops^ and engaged the enemy* 
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The Portug:uese, howerer, tsoori routed and dis- 
persed the king's forces, and ravaged the whole 
oountiy with fire and sword. The monarch es» 
caped to an inaccessible retreat) {ix>m which hfs 
Was induced to remove by a strats^m of bis 
own subjects. They sent deputies to inform him 
of the revolt of a certain governor, who, at the 
head of a numerous body of forces, committed 
dreadful devastations, and to request permissicm 
of his majesty, that they might levy a sufficient 
number of troops for suppressing ilie rebellious 
cliieftain. This proposal was very acceptable 
to the k'mg, who immediately granted their re- 
quest. Four days after, they sent to acquaint 
him, that tiiey had attacked the rebels, and su& 
fcred a repulse ; but that, if his majesty would 
condescend to honour them with his presence, 
the very sight of him would inspire the soldiefs 
with fresh courage. The king, therefore, with* 
out any other escort than his guards, marched 
to head his troops, which were encamped on 
the banks oi the Lucalla. He was no sooner 
come within sight of the army, than the princi- 
pal officers went forth to meet him, as if to pay 
their respects to the monarch ; by virhich means, 
having separated him from his guards, and sup- 
rounded him on all sides, they attacked and put 
him to death. 

He left five children, one of which was an in- 
fant by a favourite concubine, and the other 
four, consisting of a son and three daughters 
were by a fen^e slave. The first was deemed 
incapable of succeeding to the throne, on ac- 
count of the infidelity of the mother ; and ac- 
cording to the laws of the realm, the latter 
children could not inherit the crown, becaus6 
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of me servile state of their parents. By means 

of intrigue, however, Ngola Mbandi, the son of 

the ^ave, was raised to the throne, and acknow- 

led^d as soverdgn. For this dignity he va^ 

cluefly indebted to his sisters, Zingha, Cambi, 

and Fting^, who by their excellent qualities^iind 

weil-timed liberality, had gained a powerful 

party among the great, and acquired ^e kSc^ 

tion of the people. The first measure of the 

newly elected monarch was to endeavour to 

bring alx>ut a reconciliation with the Portii^ 

guese ; and for this purpose he made choice of 

his sister Zingha. In order that she might sue* 

ceed better in the negociatidn, he advised her to 

embrace the Christian religion, as a circumstance 

that could not ^1 of entitling her to the fitvoor 

and confidence of die Portuguese. This council 

she followed, and was sent with a magnificent 

retinue, as plenipotentiary to the viceroy, who, 

' <m his part, received her with all the distinction 

due to her character, and lodged her in a splen« 

did palace* 

On entering the hall of audience, she was sur- 
prised to observe a magnificent ch^r placed for 
the viceroy, and opposite to it, on the fioor, a 
superb carpet and velvet cushion for her* She 
concealed her displeasure, however, with great 
presence of mind, and beckoned to one of her 
female attendants, who immediately fell on her 
knees on the carpet, and leaning on her hands, 
presented her b»ck to her mistress. Zingha 
placed herself upon it, and remained in that sit- 
uation during the whole conference. The Por- 
tuguese offered to enter into a treaty of alliance 
unth the king of Angola, on condition that he 
would acknowledge himsdf a vassal of the crown 
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of Portug^f and pay an annual tribute to thlt 
court. To this the princess readied with much 
indignation ; ^^ These conditions are fit to be pro- 
posed to a people conquered by the force of 
armst but not to a powerful monarch, who gn- 
tuitously solicits the friendship and alliance of 
the Portuguese." Zingha obtained her purpose : 
^e treaty was concluded, without any other 
conditions than the exchange of prisoners. The 
audience being finished, the viceroy conducted 
the princess out of the hall, and observing to her 
that the lady, on whom she had sat, continued 
still iu the same posture, requested she wouM 
order her to rise. Zingha replied, " It does 
not become the ambassadress of a great prince 
to make use twice of tlie same chair : I leave her 
to you." 

The princess was so captivated with the polite- 
ness of the Portuguese, imd the honours paid to 
her, that she continued for some time at Loanda 
San Paulo, their capitaL She was also pleased 
with^bserving the order, arms, and various evo- 
lutions of their troops. During the period of 
her remaining in that city, she consented to be 
instructed in the principles of Christianity, to 
which she seemed so much attached, that whe- 
ther from policy or taste she caused herself to 
be baptized. On her return, her brother re- 
quest^ the viceroy to send proper persons, who 
might teach him also the doctrinA of the Chris- 
tian religion, which, he said, he was desirous of 
embracing. Missionaries accordingly arrived, 
and were kindly received by the king, who seem- 
ed to approve of the princji^es of the gospel ; 
but when the priests i^vised him to be baptized» 
he peremptorily refused, and commanded them 
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io return to the Portuguese. 2^gha tried eve- 
ry possible means to dissuade him from an ac- 
tion i^hich could not &il of exciting the anger 
and resentment of the viceroy, but in vain, llie 
TXKHiarch also, instead of ratifying the treaty, 
which had been concluded by 1ms sister, deter- 
mined to renew the war with the Portuguese, and 
to invade their territories. These tergiversations 
proved his ruin. His troops were defeated, and 
himself obliged to swim for safety to a small is- 
land, whither the Portuguese pursued him. 
Being surrounded by his enemies, he seemed to' 
have no other alternative, than to fall into their 
hands, or to be devoured by wild beasts, with 
which the place abounded. He was, however, 
speedily relieved from both by a dose of poison, 
which, as was believed, some of his attendants 
administered to him, by oixler of his sister Zing- 
ha* He had, however, sent his son to a chief 
o£ the Giagas, whom he besought to take hin^ 
uilder his care and protection* 

No sooner was Zingha in possession o^ a n 
^ the throne, than she tned every means to ,^^y * 
' corrupt the person to whom her nephew 
had been intrusted, and protested that she ac- 
cepted the crown with no other view, than to 
^lace it on his head, as soon as she found him 
capable t>f assuming the reins of government. 
The chief of the Giagas being fully apprised of 
her character, disregarded these pretences and 
protestations, and for a considerable time resisted 
her repeated ^olidtations, that the young prince 
^KniM be sent her. At lengthy however, wea- 
ried with her intreaties, the too credulous Giag^ 
became persuaded that there Could be no danger 
in consenting to a short interview with the queen, 
Vol. XIV. H 
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«iid the unfortunate youth accor^ngly waited 
upon her, attended by a suitable retinue* Zing* 
ha received htm at first widi such ap{>»pe»t tai- 
demess and affection, asi^emoved ail ^mise of 
fear and susi»cion ; but no sooner was th& prinee 
entirely in her power, thaii she stabbed Mm with 
her asm hand, and commanded his hody to be 
thrown into the Coanza* 

The next attempt of the queen was directed 
towards effecting^ the deliverance pf the kingdom 
from the Portuguese, who had tiecome so nume- 
it>us, wealthy, and powerful, that they were 
dreaded by all her subjects* They had got into 
their hands the most beautiful part of Angola ; 
an usurpation she was as little disposed tb sufier, 
as she was to ccmfine herself withtii the province 
of Metamba, the only possession they seemed 
willing to allow her. Being of a idartial temper, 
Zingha did not hesitate to enter into a war with 
the Portuguese ; and she only delayed to (kclare 
it, till she had made the necessary preparati<His, 
and strengthened herself by alliances With the 
Giagas and other idolatrous nations, who equal-^ 
ly hated those strangers, and readily entered into 
her measures. She also condoded a treaty with 
the Dutch, and the king of Congo, who promis* 
ed to assist her with a number of troops. With 
this combined force she attacked the Portuguese 
so suddenly and unexpectedly, that she gained 
some slight advantages over them. 

The successes of the queeuj however, were 
<yf short durat'ion. The Dutch w^« oUiged to 
retire ; and the king of Congo suffered such a 
defeat, that he was compelled to sue for peace. 
Insomuch that the Portuguese having no other 
enemy to contend witii, than Zingha and a few 
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idobitmus nitii&fiy foutid no diffimiltjr m re- 
duoihg her tso t}i&grciite4t extiemitf : eveiy bsl- 
tle fought s^^ftinst h^ was doubly &tid to the 
queen, by oUigiDg some of her friends to with« 
dmw their forces, and by diniimshiiig the number 
of her own troops. Deleat foUowed dcSsB^ so 
closely, that, attengtb, die found hersetf aban- 
doned not only by her allies, but also by her own 
subjects ; and was under tlw necessity <^ abdi- 
cating thedifone> and of retiring out of her do- 
minions into the easteni deserts. The Portu- ' 
^lese now entertained hopes, that they should 
oblige her to comply with their wishes, and, 
therefore, l^ft her for some dme t^ consider her 
d«iSpet«te cirtntmstancesk At length they sen( 
her Some {m^odals^f peAce, in which they en- 
gag^.^ replace her on the throne, piOTided she 
$if^^Bitd to certain conditicms, that would have 
t^^ered h^ a tributary vassal to the king d[ 
Portugsd, and so dependant on the goTcrnors and 
their deputies^ that she could only luLve possessed 
die shadow of royidty. ^e, ther^Me, rejected 
their ptoposids with scorn and ibdignatioti, and 
replied i ** My people may wear chams, if they 
are baseenoi%h tos^^r them to be imposed on 
thetn ; ais for me^ I will never be dependant on a 
foreign power.'' This answerand the resolution 
6f th^ ^ueen wei« not altogether unexpected. 
To reefer her conation more desperate, they 
appc^nted kii% of Angobt a person chosen firom 
among 4|ie prices of the royal fiunily, and whom 
Ihey clliged v> be bapd^ed, before they en^wned 
hitow iie Wta aocOT^ngly converted to Chris* 
laanity, and assuaied ^e name of John, in ho- 
noor of the Mng of Portugal, to whom he was a 
tr^MHary vnssal. .Moi the first did net long 
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enjoy his ioiaginary dignity. He lived' only m 
short time ; and his death was supposed to iWe 
beenoccasionedby the harsh treatment of the 
Portuguese. 

On the demise of the late king, another priiKte 
called Philip was raised to the throne, who w> 
cepted the crown on the same conditions as had 
been imposed on his predecessor. He#was very 
submissive to the Portuguese, and particularly 
zealous in maintaining and propagating Christi- 
anity. In the mean time, Zingha, highly exas* 
perated to find herself deprived oi her finest 
provinces, and to see another thrust into her 
place, threw herself in despair into the hands of 
the Giagas ; and conceived such an aversion to- 
wards the Portuguese and their religion, that she 
openly renounced Christianity, and adopted that 
of the pagans, witli all their superstitious rites 
and inhuman sacrifices. She was elected their 
chief, and became more ferocious than their wig- 
hilhsy or priests. Such was the influence and au- 
thoiity of Zingha over the people that composed 
her monarchy, that they were ready, at the first 
indication of her will, to encounter every danger, 
and to follow her on the most hazardous enter- 
prize. In this mutual confidence, she made 
many strenuous and daring attempts to dislodge 
the Portuguese from their fortresses ; but what 
could myiiads of such naked and undisciplined 
troops perform, when opposed to the fire from 
the ramparts and artillery ? Finding, therefore, 
that all efforts of this Idnd were vain and fruits 
less, she employed her forces in making conti* 
liual inroads into their provinces ; ravaged the 
level country with the fury of a ferocious ani- 
mal \ massacred and burnt, pIu^dered and de- 
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f^TGfeAy ^fter^Titt' she weiit ; Slid faitving^ tctiredj 
kmded "v/i&i bobty, she qtucikly re-apipeared, 
tlKHigfa supposetf to be at a considerable Stance. 
Tliis War con^tied many years* ZSngha 
tfttflfbred -sevetal defeats and experienced many 
tosses ; bfiat hervaJotir and prudence always as* 
^sted tier in tepairtng them. Hitherto, thef"6r- 
tngttese had ih Hdn endeavoured to reduce the 
queen by force trf* arms, or to reconcile her by 
means of promises and presents : she rejected 
the erne ^th ^sdain, and eventuany succeeded 
against tfte other ; and would ^en to no terms, 
unless they ciwisetrted to resign all their con- 
quests m Angela. Apprehensive, however, that 
Zinglm would be abfe to induce a powerful chief 
of the Giagas, who had yet remained neutral, to 
unite Ms troops with those of the queen, the 
Portuguese sent an ambassador to her under a 
pretence of becoming mediators between her and 
her enemies* Imagining also that she was not ab- 
solutely averse to Christianity, they dispatched 
along with the ambassador, whose name was 
Bon Caspar Borgia, a learned priest called > 
Don AnWnio Coglio, who, while the former was 
treating in regard to poUtictd affairs, was to en- 
deavour to revive in her mind those sparks of 
religion, which were supposed not to be alto- 
gether extinct. 

On tiieir arrival, diey met with such a recep^ 
tiou^ as gave each of them hopes of succesK 
But after the queen had heard them to the end' 
of their speech, she assumed a haughty and im- 
perious tone, and replied to the former, that it 
did not become her dignity to lay down her arms, 
tin the war had been brought to an honourable 
conclusion ; and that in respect to the Giagas, 
H 2 
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ihto whose sect she had been admitted, and with 
whom she had lived many years, they had ftor^ 
nished her with such a number of forces, that 
her interest and honour rec^uired she should al- 
ways retain them in her service, and afford them 
protection and support. To the latter she an- 
swered, that she remembered extremely well she 
had formerly embraced Christianity^ and been 
baptized ; but that the time was not then proper 
for desiring her to change her sentiments and 
professions ; and she requested they would re- 
collect, that it was entirely owing to them that 
she had abjured their religion. Borgia perceiv- 
ing that no change could be wrought in her sen- 
timents of religion, took occason to observe, 
that she had already gained sufficient honour in 
ivar, and that it was now time to think of giving 
peace and tranquillity to her subjects, and of ac- 
cepting the proffered friendship and alliance of 
the king of Portugal. To this she only replied^ 
that she was well aware of the strength and va- 
lour of the Portuguese, and should esteem it an 
honour to be allied to them ; but that they 
certainly could have no claim to those dominions, 
of which she had been so unjustiy deprived* 
Thus terminated the embassy, and the negoci- 
ators returned without succes^^, but not wi^ut 
hopes. 

The war was carried on with redoubled fury, 
aiid with various turns of fortune, by both par* 
ties. In one engagement, Zingha was deprived 
of her two sisters, Cambi and Fungi, who were 
taken prisoners by the enemy ; and she herself 
escaped with difficulty. Fungi abusing the per- 
mission that had been granted her of walking 
about the town, in which she was confined, 
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bribed soixie nudecontents to open the gates to 
the forces of her sbter. This treason;^ however,, 
being disGOTered before the tiaie appointed for 
the execution of the plot, she was strangled by 
order, of the Portuguese governor* The queen 
was sensibly affected with the death of her sister, 
and this being i^nckly succeeded by the. defeat 
of her. allies^ and the total expulsion of the 
IDutch out of Angola) she considered herself as 
unfortunate, and became melancholy. The 
Portuguese viceroy, Don Salvador Correa, a man 
of great moderation and prudence, thought the 
xnoment fiaivcMirable for overcoming, by kind of- 
fers, that spiiit which could not be subdued by 
force. He, therefore, dispatched two Capuchin 
missionaries, men distinguished by their wisdom, 
who were chaiged to return her thanks for cer- 
tain &vours, which she had conferred on the 
Christians in her states, and to solicit a continu- 
ance of them. She gave them a gracious re- 
ception, and complied with their request. But 
when they represented to her the extreme 
gmlt of her apostacy, and the danger she in- 
curred by thus persevering, she seemed greatly 
agitated. 

At length, fetching a deep sigh, the queen 
spoke as follows : ^< May God be mercifol to a 
princess, who is injured in what she considers as 
most valuable. It is not by my own fault, but 
k^ that of another, that I am reduced to the 
State in which you now see me. I should not 
have been in this condition, I should not have 
felt the stings of remorse, more poignant than 
words can express, had I not been deprived of 
my just rights. Have compassion upon me, O 
my fethers! and pity my lamentable easel If 
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I atti Mveti into Utter p«Witi6ft, thfey 'tfe ilter 
occaftkm of it who haVe expelled me otit ttf nky 
dominions. I atn sensible, that I hate dQ)art^ 
from tbe right y^yz btit I must cohtiniie in niy 
^noTf cr I shidl becothe the c6nt8mptand scoth 
of my subjects. I must also remain ih it, iSXk 
^hose usutpets restore eveiTr thing of "wMdx th^y 
have deprived me. Conner how unhappy 1* 
am to spend all my life in the tumtilt df artiis, 
andHn the midst of Mood and slan^ter. V^y 
tiien to God for me, that he would voachsafeto 
break the chains with which 1 am loaded ; be- 
cause I am not sufficiently strong to tlo it my- 
self. In that case I proinrse m the sight of the 
Ahnighty, that I will return to the religic^j 
which I have been thus obliged to renounce, 
and that I will give you evdry encouragement 
and assistance in my power, to enable you to^ 
propagate and establish the same among ray 
people." 

The concluding words of the queen's speech, 
which was accompanied with tears, convinced 
the missionaries of the impossibility of* b^ndingf^ 
the haughty and stubborn mind of idifs princess, 
so long as the Fortuguese persisted in attempt- 
ing to make her submit by force, and to pay 
the tribute iand homage, Which tiiey wished to 
impose upon her. The viceroy, to whom they 
related the event of their mission, was also of the 
^me opinion. Though opposed by the council^, 
he relaxed in his pretensions ; entered into a 
sincere negociation M'itli Zingha; and^ having 
restored to her some provinces, acknowledged, 
her as the friend and ally, and not the subject 
and vassal, of Portugal. This <q>en and gene- 
rous conduct of the viceroy strongly affected this 
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magnanimous princess : she also felaxed in the 
pnetenMona she had nmde on her part ; gnmted 
with sood witt to the Portuguese what they couid 
never have extended from,^ by fi>rce ; ukI was 
whoUy occupied in tbkiking on and condemning 
the evil she had committed) particularly in regard 
to retigion. 

At this period tiie queen was seventy-five 
years oi age, and therefore had littk time re* 
nKuning for any thing of that nature ; but she, 
nevertheless, exerted herself with all the eager- 
Tiess and enthu»asm of a yoimg convert* She 
returned with the utmost sincerity into the bo- 
soni of the church, and in a premeditated ha- 
rangue exhorted her subjects to imitate her ex- 
an>ple, and to be converted to Christianity. The 
attachment of the people to their sovereign was 
so great^ that even this speech was received by 
the Giagas with almost universal acclamations ; 
and no commotion ensued. The mnghUlo9y in- 
deed, murmured their disapprobation of the ad- 
vice, but they durst not attempt to excite any dis- 
turbance among the people. Great numbers of 
her subjects voluntarily requested to be instruct- 
ed in the doctrines, and baptized in the £uth of 
Christianity ; after which they were enjoined to 
avpid the conversation of idolaters. The queen 
then caused an edict to be published throughout 
her dominions, expressly forbidding the practice 
of idolatry, under the severest penalties. In or- 
der to restore marriage to an honourable estate, 
she, consented to marry a voung msui of mean 
birth, who having enlisted mto her service, had 
raised himself to considerableoankand eminence. 
Not content with shewing a good example in her 
own persoO} she obliged her sister Fungi, who 
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was e^tUemely averse to the measure) tXB aabc. 
jbct herself to the same bond. In a w<»d^ bf 
means of her persuasions and the endeavours c€ 
the Capuchins, the queen had the Measure o£ 
seeing the grenerality of her people comply wilir 
the e^t ste had issued agio^t pdygamy ^ and; 
those who did not conform to its injunctions^ 
were severely punished* She klso forbade mo- 
thers in fuuire to expose their chikh^n, or to 
destroy them in any, other manner* 

As tesdmonies of the sincerity of the queen's 
conversion, we might be led to consider the 
many churches ^e built, and the immense rich- 
es with which she endowed thetn i but th^se were 
actions of less importance, and more equivocad 
in their natui^ than the unintet*rupt6dpn>of she 
exhibited of her piety, by the care she took to- 
admhiister justice, to relievie the wants of her 
people, and to instruct them ib the principles of 
Christianity. Whilst 2^gha was employed m 
these laudable occupations, and in promoting the 
convenuon of htr subject she fell sidk of a 
violent infiammation,^ ai^d thinking that her end 
was approaJching^ sent for her c^essor. She 
earnestly requesUxl, that after her death he wouM 
see her corpse interred with proper sc^mnity, 
and that none of the detestal^e rites of Ae Gia- 
gas should be performed at her funeral. But^ 
iK>twithstanding this prohibition, when the body 
was carried to the church, where it vtbb to be de- 
livered into the hands of the queen's ladi^ of 
honour, in order to b^ depoMted in the vault, tht 
dread of being buried alive with their deceased 
mistress became so strong in their tam^ diat 
they refused to perfoim this last servke and m* 
mediately fied. As soon, however^ as the grave 
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fiffied V9i^ earihj they returned, uid ^nt 
the Mgfat in tke ckupch, mourning znd lament- 
In^, with the rest of ^e people, the death of 
^tusivt beiored sovereign ; tfnd their regret being 
founded in esteem, was sincere. All ranks and 
degrees of people were inspired with the same 
B^^timents of sorrow and affection, and even 
^€>8e who continued in the religion of the Gia- 
gas, and were disj^eased at her conversion to 
Christianitf , rea<^ forgave her on account of 
her tnany exceHeht quaii^s* Zingha died in 
tKe eighty-second year of her age ; and her 
death put ati end to^^e empinre. 

Mer sister Barbara, indeed, was nosed to the 
J^rone ; but that princess ruled with a ^ble 
liand, and beliog\#om out with age, disease, and 
grief, died, after a reign of two yedr^ and six 
xnofilhs. The IdAgai^inted by tiie Portuguese, 
or rather they themselves, in the nantes of these 
princes, united under their dominion all the pro- 
vinces virhich were possessed by Zingha. Tired, 
at length, of maintmning these phantoms of roy- 
alty, they converted Atlgola into one of their 
ixiost useftd colonies, and commined the com- 
mand of th& kingdom to a viceroy. 



SECTION IV. 

Loango. 

TH£ kingdom of Loango formerly constitut- 
ed a part of the empire of Congo^' from which it 
was afterwards detached, and became a separate 
'and independent dynasty, under a prince of its 
own. It extends along the Afncan coast from 
the Ca^ of St. Catherine, under the second de- 
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gree of south lafitude, to the river LocMdo, in 
the fifth degree of the same hemisphere ; and is 
situated between ten degrees tturty minutesy 
and fifteen degrees ten minates of east longi- 
tude. Though this kingdom lies in die midst 
of the torrid zone, it is healthjr and pleasatst^ 
being well watered by small streams, which in- 
tersect the whole country, and on the banks of 
which are abundance of towns and villages ; 
hut with regard to their populaticxi, elegance^ 
or commerce, we are totally without informa* 
tion. The soil is extremely fertile, and capaUe 
of vast improvements ; but the natives are con- 
stitutionally indolent, averse to the labour c^ 
agriculture, and seldom raise more grsdn than 
will supply the exigencies of the year. Indeed, 
they are commonly content with bread, fish, 
and such fruits as the ground spontaneously pro- 
duces i so that when an un&vourable seasoa 
happens, it is usually followed by all the horrors 
of £imine* 

The palm, bansoia, and other trees, produce 
excellent fruits, of which they make wines, which 
they prefer to those of £ur«^)e. The cotton and 
pimento trees grow wild) as well as the grain of 
paradise, sugar-canes, casua, and tobacco, and 
a few cocoas, oranges, and lemons ; but the 
most useful vegetable productions are those cal- 
led anzanda, alicandi, and metamba, which afford 
materials to the natives for cloathing themselves* 
and covering their houses* The country abounds 
with few animals, except goats and hogs ; but 
poultry is so cheap, that six-penny worth of 
beads will purchase thirty chickens. Pheasants, 
partridges, and other wild fowl, are still more nu- 
mero|^ Among the wild beasts, they have 
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Ibe aetea «D4rthe 'eiq:rfua>t ; the teeCfai of whkh 
^ animal «m excJbikoged with the Europeans 
feciroiu 

. Vast quantities of fish are caagfatoii the coast; 
i»r which pwpose they make use of carping 
ixc^4 The natives are also said to watch a 
brge fish) about the aze of a grampus^ that 
comes dally. to feed along the shore, and drives 
before hiea whde shoals of the smaller sort, 
which are then easily taken. They call these 
creatui^s sea-dogs ; and, from their extreme 
utility, are deemed almost sacred. The natives, 
who are called Bramas, are a tall, stout, and 
well-proportioiaed set of people ; they are friend- 
ly? and genenous to one another, but very libidi- 
nousM and jea]i>u8« They exercise a variety of 
tradeS) but tb<^ir mechanics are both tedious and 
unskilful. Their dress commonly consists of 
palm-leaves, but those who are poor, generally 
ecHitent themselves with the foliage of some more 
vulgar tree. From the young shoots of the palm, 
lopped, off and dri«d, they dbtmn by friction a 
lund of flax, which being spun and wove, is hung 
pound the body from the waist to the ancles : 
out of tills they febricate fic»ir sorts of cloth ; 
^e first, or richest, is variegated with party-co-» 
loured flowers, and is worn only by the king, or 
such of his nobles as are his particular favour- 
ites ; the second, which is less fine, by the 
grandees ; and the two other sorts, by the mid- 
^ag rank of people. The body fix)m the girdle 
to the head is naked, except being adorned witli 
bracelets, chains, an^ necklates, of various me- 
tals, or glass, according to the ability or taste of 
the wearer. 

The men, who go always armed with a dklass* 

Vol. XIV. I 
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Bwordy or bow, are also oldiged to wear the skins 
of wihl and tame cats, qr of someother anima] ; 
five or six of which are sewed together, and be* 
iog stuck full of the feathers of parrots, are sus- 
pended in front as a principal cnnain^t. To tbe 
hems of these furs they hang a nutnber of bdliBt 
which occasion a continual sound* The dress of 
the women is nearly the sune, except die w^u^ 
iog of furs, and their petticoats are much short- 
er than the covering of the other sex ; but the 
more opulent liave some line European silk, fi- 
aen, woollen, or stufis, thrown over, them* 
They adorn their legs, arms, and heads, with 
various ornaments of gold, silver, and coral ; and 
both sexes wear rings. Which are considered as 
amulets ; and they stain their bodies with a red 
kind of wood caUed takeel, which is bruised on a 
stone for that purpose. 

Polygamy is allowed, andtmiversally practis- 
ed ; many having ten or twelve, and none fewer 
than two wives. The consent of the parents, 
and the payment of the sum demanded for the 
bride, being all that are required, the forms of 
friendship are wholly unknown. Females, how- 
ever, have but few inducements to enter into the 
matrimonial state, which, besides their bemg 
obliged to endure many rivals in tbe affections <rf 
their husbsuid, reduces them to the most abject 
slavery : they till the ground, gather in the har- 
vest, grind the com, and perform every domes- 
tic duty. They stand at a proper distance, whUe 
their husbands eat, and are obliged to be satis- 
fied with what they leave ; and are not permitted 
to approach them, without exhibiting mai*ks of 
submission and respect, or to address them but 
on th€ir bended knees. To compleat also their 



Digitized by Google 



LOAMGO. 89 

iRfc^city^ the wqmen are liable to be turned 
out of doors by their husbands, upon the least 
suspicion of infidelity, and subject to the most 
severe inflictions without any actual proof of 
giult. But though this be the servile and de- 
plorable state of the married women of LoaQgos 
there is a law which obliges the children to fi)l- 
low the conation of their mothers ; that is, they 
must continue slaves, if the mother were in a 
^tate of slavery, though the father himself should 
be free. 

^ The children of the natives are white at the 
tinae of their birth ; but in the space of two days 
assume the coionplexiQn of their parents ; and 
there is a race of people in thfe country, the co- 
lour of whose £ices resembles chall^ and who 
have gprey eyes, apparently fixed in the sockets, 
without lustre or moti<m» These extraordinary 
persons possess the gift of vision only by nigh^ 
and are regarded as monsters by the rest of the 
natives ; though they are well received by the 
king, who causes tibiem to be educated In all 
junds of sorcery and divination, and keeps them 
continually ajbput his court and person. They 
are called Dendos by the natives, and Albinos 
by the Portuguese ; and are the chief persons 
employed in all retigious afilurs and supersti^ 
^ious ceremonies ; but neither l^iey nor the Lo- 
angoese in general have any adequate ideas <d 
a Supreme Being. They seem, indeed, to ac* 
knowledge one under the name of Sambiain 
Pongo ; but they pay to him no adoration, nor 
attempt to define his attributes. AH their worv 
ship and invocation are addressed to inferior 
deities ; whq, tliey imagine, direct the ^seasons, 
and rule the powers of hature. These are rei^ 
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presented by them under '"^fidos forms o( 
men, women, or Animals, and are set up in their 
houses, or carried in small boxes suspended froiz^ 
their necks. 

The persons consecrated to the service of 
these imaginary deities, ai'e generally advanced 
in years, and ordained by the Enganga Mokissoj 
or chief of the magicians, with a number of su- 
perstitious ceremonies ; \vhich are no sooner fin* 
Ished than the noviciate begins to look wild, dis- 
tort his features, and put his body into at^tudes^ 
which excite hoitbr and disgii^t* The Loang^- 
cse etitert^in vari<$us^ notions respecting the riii^ 
ture of the h'uman soul ; all of which, howeVer, 
are extravagant and absurd* The royal family, 
in particular, imagine that those of tlieir deceas* 
ed friends transmigrate into the bodies of their 
posterity. Others suppose that they become 
guardian ^irits, and therefore make little niches 
under tlie roofe of their houses, where th^y 
place irtiages of the defunct ; aftd some assign 
the soul a residence under the earth, where it is 
rf^ipposedto enjoy a kind 6f existence suited to 
its merit. It is, however, universally believed, 
that the Mokisso, or Spirit, to whom they were 
dedicat?ed at their birth, has power to inflict pu- 
ulshmenty and even death, on those who neglect 
the vows they have made, or the ceremohiei 
which they have enjoined themselves. Accord- 
ingly, when a man is prosperous, he thinks tha| 
his Mokisso is satisfied with his conduct and ser** 
vices ; but should matters become adverse and 
disastrous, he consider himself as hating: incur* 
red the divine displeasure. - 

• The Mokissos • have, a variety of temples, in 
Ifich of which a fvm^ performs,, sferrioe every 
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mon^ng, by Bttikinga fleece of wool with hi| 
Blaff) and inuttering a lew ivords, 16 which |t 
youth, who assists him, makes regular re^X)iv- 
ACS* After this ceremony, he addresses his pe- 
tjition to the. Moldsso, and recommends to his 
care thie hesdth of the king, the prosperity of the 
country, the fertility of the land, and the success 
pi their trade and fi^hecy.^ 
, When a person of pr^nary rank dies, hip 
i^i^iK^ and neighbours set up a dreadfiil howl, 
i^rowd round the deceased, said carry the dead 
body into the open air, where they a^ it the 
cause of its death, and whether it ctied for want 
of food, or by the effects of necromancy. These 
interrogations generally continue two or three 
hours ; during which, some of the relations pf the 
deceased are occupied in purifying and anointing 
the corpse, and staining it with red wood; whilst 
others are busied in preparing the grave, into 
Irhich the body is thrown with several domestic 
ntensils. The term of mourning is generally 
«x weeks ; during which period the relations of 
the defunct meet every morning and every even- 
ing at the place of interment, to bewail l|is death* 
.On the slightest ind^position of a person of rank, 
the l^gangas are immediately qonsulted whether 
his msease is caused by any enchantment ; in 
which case,: all sprts of counter-charms are made 
JISC; pf for effecting his recovery. But if none of 
j^en^ avail, and the patient die, they perform ^ 
number of pompous cerjemonies round the coipse, 
and the females ^ing funeral dirges, in which 
they expatiate on ' the virtues of the , deceased, 
and the baseness of his enemies. On the third 
day J the body is interred with the same ceremo- 
nies as those of^the vulgar ; but the mourning 
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tontSnues fer tlire€^tttontWs,l3urittg t^ich peiio* 
tlie strictest inqtiiry ia made whether his deadi 
^s occasioned by ftXrf fascination. 

They db not sufffer the-cttipses of itran^rs tt 
be buried) and oblige ffheni t6 be conveyed twt) 
mfles from the shore, and thrown into thte seab 
The cause of this inhospitable custom is. said tb 
have been as follows : a Portuguese gentleman 
happened to die and be buried in Loango ; soon 
ftfter which the inhabitants wete vijsitcd by^* 
dreadful famine in consequence of an eitcess^ 
drought. The Moklssos being tohsuHedtelatJf^ 
to the occasion of thtfe evil, rej^ed^ " that t 
Christian had been interred among them, whose 
body must be taken up, ind cast Into the sea, be- 
fore rain could be obtaihed*"' The people imme^ 
diately d>eyed| and a Jjlentiftil rain ftJlin^ soon 
after, they firmly believed djat the cakflfttity had 
been assi^ed to its^rue cause. 

A governor of Loarigjo having revolted froA 
tl>e king of Congb, whose subject and vassal he 
then was, had the addi^ss to raise him^lf to tht 
dignity and power of an independent sovereign. 
One of his successors wrested several other jSd*- 
vinces from the same monarch, and obtained di- 
vine honours. Tlie kings of tliis cooritty afc 
fetill esteemed very powerful, and cApable of 
bringing vast armies ihtb the field ; every stiB^ 
ject able to bear arms being enrolled as d soWfef, 
and obliged to appear whenever called tipofi 
Their military arms are darts, daggers^ arf^ taK 
gets ; the latter of which are suffiwciefntly ^large 
to cover the whole body, and strong enbugh to 
i*epel any arrow pr other missile weapon. ' 

It is esteemed a- capital dfTCTce to look at thi 
king when he eats or brinks ; *f<ir ^hich rck^Cfh 
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fhelugfa steward has no sooner placed Che meat 
before his tns^est^r, %hm he retires, and locks the 
door after hrnii lesiving tiie monarch to dide t)f 
fnmselL The nc^esand attendants of the court 
wtdt in the antichaniber till thekit^ has finished 
his ret>ast> when he usually adjourns to his 
dr^king house. This is the most splendid apart- 
ment in the wMie palace, is surrounded with m 
spacious court, indosed with pahsadoea of palm* 
trees ; and is the place where the sovereign, seat- 
ed- on a royal throne, formed of fine black and 
white palmetto pillars cariously inlMd, 'adminis- 
ters justice to his siAjects. On each side of the 
throne are placed tWo large osier baskets, it 
which the natives believe be keeps bis lares, or 
famiKar spirits, that guai^ and preserve his life* 
On each side of the monarch stands a cup43ear» 
er^ to one of whom he beckons for the cup, which 
is instantly presented to him ; the other, in the 
mean time, holds two iron rods, which he strikes 
ti^gether, to give notite to the attending nobles 
that lus majesty is about to drink. On this sig- 
nal being given, all fell with their faces towards 
the ground, and continue in that situation, till 
the jingling noise ceases, when they immediate- 
iy nsci and express their felicitation by the loud 
and repeated clapping of hands. As this hall is 
the place where the king hears causes, and dis^ 
cusses matters <^ hiipotftncei he frequelitly re- 
frikiRiinit nfiariyihoiii^^f tut; xPHliere life no af» 
fairt that' i'd^iiW bis personal- ^ttehdance, he re- 
tires early to his seraglio, and spends the after- 
noon with some of his wives. 
' The monarch seldom stirs out of his palace, 
except on some grahd festival or solemn occa- 
sion, or when his vassals come to pay him their 
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.aHPiial iribuJte and homage On these .pifiaiia 
exbibitioDB he repairs to a spadous i^aui, in the 
^entTQ of which a splendid ^rone.is laiaed, suiv 
.founded bj vast numbera of attendaQts, aaid up* 
thing 18 to be heard but the voice of cong^tukb- 
lion and joy. ; The funerad obsequies of the 
kings of Loango are performed with jnuch 
fom^ and ceremony. They surround the seat 
on which the corpse b to be placed with imagoes 
made of day, wood, wax, or other material^ 
and v^kh are to serve as the attendants of th^ 
decease^ paonarch in another world* The vaolta 
ane made sufficiently liirge to contain, besides the 
oofpsei which i& always arrayed in the .most sa* 
perb manner, a vast number of d«>mesdc uten- 
sils* With the king they also sometimes bury a 
Styr of his slaves, who are to bear witness, whea^ 
they come before the sovereign of the otheir 
world, how their m|ster has lived and conduct-- 
ed himself in this. 

The crown does not descend to the children of 
the monarch, but to those of his elder brother or 
sister. This unuscml mode of succession frequent- 
ly occasions great confusion ; though internal 
struggles for the throne are guarded against, by 
assigning those who are nearest to the succeSf^ 
sion, some particular town or village in the 
neighbourhood of Loango, the capital, and thos^ 
wljowfRipor^ ?em[jot^^U>g .pl^liged to.re?^#> 
a :propwtionabloi djs|an(?^^.o.i fei:.the^ . Tli^^Of^ 
when the sovereign oies, the heir to the orpwn 
removes to the metropolis, and the others ap- 
proach a stage nearer, according to their rank 
and proximity of blood, a new claimant being al- 
ways nominated to succeed the most distant. 

The laws of Loango are more lenient thaQ. 
> 
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\Sho^e t)f ^e nctghbdiirihg states, except fot 
crimes committed against Uie^person^tilgnity ^ 
honour of the king. Theft* is ^pw«edjSfre«^ 
tutaonv or by ex{x>suig the ofi^der^ tied to ti tree^ 
to the scorn and^riision of the pi^le* Ad«K 
t&ty. js; pumiced i^Hth a foe ; hoc if isoiy of the 
monarch's wives be 9us{)ect^*as gmlty of drift 
eHme, the lady tod her i^ranid^rar^ ooodetnli" 
e4 to the fiamesy and bomed afiVe in idght of 
each other- 

The <5ity of Loango is situated in the province 
of Loango-nMMago, in four degrees and 'a half trf 
s6nth latiUlde} ^taiA abovit five^t* six miles ttatiL 
the 8esi«coast» ivlAcU foptei it baybf^esamo 
nattie^ and ha^ rather a cHfficult and ^di^geitmis. 
entrance* The houses are built of wood^ and 
usuaQy^ contain three or four rooms ; but thei« 
1$ no apartment above the groimd fioor. Their 
IpHtufif^'femrture cdnsistS'in a variety of pots 
"stad kettles, (Calabashes, baskets^ ahd nitats. The 
whole city lii' >ttnarkaMe for Its neatness and 
^eanfitie^V and the streete are' shaded oh each 
feide veith ' rbws of palmsj bananas^ drbatavai^ 
which afford an agreeable eoolness to the neigh- 
bouring houses* In the centre is a square of 
immense extent, on one aide of wh&ch stands the 
royal palace. This edifice, which is a mifc and 
a Mlf in cirtiunifereneej consists ^ sevehil dei- 
tached buildings Uuit form apartments for the 
wives and attendants of the king, as Weii ^pub- 
He offices and haBs. In the neighbourhooki of 
this square, the inhabitants hold a daily market, 
which contams great qoahtities of palm-cfoth, 
com, meal, poultry, fish, wine, *nd oil. They 
also formerly s<^d here at^reat'ilbundaiic^of^le^ 
Imams' tce&> bii^f -hfct^- yi^ffs the^wie' <rf ihis 
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Aitide hai beea removed tp Kiu^ia, ^f port of 

tbe^ capitaL In this market stands acelebrate^ 
iemple ; and there, is also an.id(d9 called Mokisso 
i Loango> which is held in great veneration a^ 
jesteem by persona of all raises. 

The commeree of this^country consists, piia* 
/dpally in slaves. ;^ The natives also sell g^at 
quantities of ivory, tin, lead, iron, and copper, 
brought fp^m th^ mines pf Sundi, which are sit- 
uated far to the east, and almost a4join to the 
territories of Abyssinia* Those EUiTopeans that 
intend to trade witii the Loangoese, ai« obliged 
to obtain a licence from the king, by means o£ 
rich presents bestowed on the royal &mily and 
the &voi^rites of the . ix|oiiarch. This renders 
commerce with these people very expensive ; 
and their ignorance of the European languages 
makes it likewise difficult and tedious* 

The trade wh^ch existed between this country 
aodCqngOt i\ was hoped, would have contribut- 
ed to the conve|*sion of the Loangoese to Christi- 
anity ; and accordingly, they expressed an easy 
nest desire that missionaries should be sent for 
jliac purpose. Even the kings, respected and 
idolized as^th^y are by their owi^ subjects, mad^ 
several pressing instances to the monarchs of 
Congo and Ai^ola, and the Portuguese viceroy^ 
ih^t prop^ person^, might be dispatched to in«- 
struct them in the knowledge of the Christiai^ 
&ith« But th^ few teachers qf Christianity that 
were in these parts, rendered it impossible to 
.comply with their request. 

The three kipgdpms of Loango^ Congo, an^ 
Angola, have been frequently subjected to the 
irruptions ^nd devastations of the Giagas. Thf 
Rvf^ ftiief u^^r^whon^ they^%v^e4. .%ad iaadf 
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Aciins^lyeB inftstoi^of a greirt pAH <rf tb^ conn* 
tiy, was called Zimbo. He first e^peund at 
the head of a numerotis body of people, coi- 
tected, as was supposed, from the wilds of Afri^ 
ea, and who attended him in hopes of enrichiii^ 
themselves by plunder. With these he penetra* 
ted, widioQt meetiDg any considerable opposi- 
^on, into the centre df the empire, committinr 
die most dreadful ramges, ttid leaving behind 
Mm marks only of desolation and ruin. One of 
these Giagan chiefe, named Quiszuva, a man no 
tess bfutal than wai&e, caused a square befbte 
his habitaUon to be paved with the skuHs anid 
bones of those he had devoured. Presuming, 
however, t6 attack the Portuguese in one of their 
fortiles^s, the troops of this chieftain were de> 
feated and otrflged to seek safety by flight, and 
Quizzuva hhns^ was left dead on the fieM of 
battle. Zimbo, in order to be revenged on the 
Portuguese for the disgrace which lubd thus at* 
tended the arms of the Giagas, marched his 
Ibrces, and attacked them with great bravery. 
The engagement was long and obstinate, tot at 
length the Portuguese were defeated with great 
slaughter. The places of the sea-coast then suc- 
cessively fell a prey to the ravages of this merci- 
less race of people. These being more popu* . 
Ibus than many other parts of Africa, were more 
capable of supplying them with the means of 
glutting themselves with human blood, their 
dkirst\>f which was insatiiable. 

Among the chiels.of this people that separated 
themselves fttnn the rest, Dongii was particu* 
larly £imed, on account of his being the &ther 
<^ Temban-dumba, a woman who gave to* the 
Giagas a number of diabolical laws, by which 
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than aa a nation ; and who addedfa kmd of rt^ 
. gious. fiuiaticism to the f«focity of these moo.— 
sten, and consequf^nUy rendered their bariiaritsr 
njMMPe fierce and dang^nous. Dopgii dicing aoga 
Sifter 4be binh. of his d^^DghUff, Mus^ft^a, his 
nKife, a bold md k^nepid weoianf. who had been 
educated, from/ her infancy amidst blood and 
daughter, and Wjia well instrifpced in the exer- 
Qises of McaT) a^auiDed the command* She soon 
ga?e fluch coi^vincing> proofs of her sanguinary 
^^sposition and intrepid conducts that the people 
he^tated not to submit themselves to her guid- 
ance and cQntroul* They ^Uowed her 4n the 
most dangerous expeditionsy and always perceiv- 
ed her the foremost in^ bsMe^ and the last to r^ 
tire. She was fond of appearing, ^n all occa- 
sions, in the dress and armour of a man*- The 
martial spirit and intrepid conduct which she ob- 
served in her daughter^ induced hev.to equip her 
in the same manner^ and to make her follow l^r 
in her expeditions, in order that she might be. 
instructed in the sam« discipline. 

Teraban-dun)ba made such a proficiency 
under the instructions of her mother, and disco- 
vered such presence of mind in the midst of dif- 
ficulties and dangers, that Mussaga scrupled not 
ta intrust her with the command of a party of 
her force?, whilst she conducted the rest on sonae 
impf>rtant expedition. « The .daughter was so 
elated with the power thus delegated to hefj thfit 
she could scarcely hrook any 'kmgec the superi- 
ority of he»mpther.i Bejpgsjlspof an>amorous, 
a^ well as warlike disppsitipiH ahc indulged her- 
self in the embraces of- several youths of her 
nrmy> \xith wiiQm.sbie was no 8o<:«er ured, thaii 
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4iie c«uMd tiim plimtdy to^bepiit to de«tti» 
9er solo^mt freq ^wnlly ^leprimandted her irHili 
ttteh aeverity fiu* her cnielty and excesses, tfn^ 
T^n^Moi-duiiiba eoidd bo kmger endttre her cchi* 
strainty but opea^y rev^ted ^tgpkat her* She 
had idreedf tlisplAyed sooh intrefndlCy and cou- 
rage on so many oeca^fMis that this bold and 
wuiatiiTid actk»i, kisteid ef dngracing the maf^ 
tfalhercnne, made Iwr becoQie more admn«d 
and dreaded by the -wkele army, who began to 
confer her as more than humim, and* were 
eager to fight under her banners. The greater 
part of her mother's forces revolted to her, and 
she qxuckly found herself at the head of a nu- 
merous and powerful body of troops, by whom 
she wa« revered and obeyed, and who imagined 
ber to excel all others in prudence, courage, and 
every martial qualification. 

Tembai^^himba, sensit^e of the dis^nctton 
which her achievements had occasioned among 
thetroops, andof the esttraordinary ideas that 
had been thereby excited in her favour, took oc- 
casion to improve the beHef «f the soldiers to her 
own advantage. Having drawn up her army 
in battle array, and appearing before them in 
her mascuKne dress and armour, acquainted 
^m with her intentions of rendejring them vic^ 
lorious and happy, and by means of their valour 
and assistance, of laying the foundation tsi a pow- 
erful and glorious kki^om, whlcfa should eter- 
nise her memory, and make them dreaded by all 
the net^iboimng states. But first of all, added 
this hennne, ^ I am desirous of instructing you 
in the laws, and initiating you in the ceremonies 
of the ancient Gii^as, which win be the in^d^ 
fiUe means of rendenng you ridi and happy* 
Vol. XIV. K 
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I am about to peifoim fm action^ iidiich is woitZiy 
of your courage and exampk. If you do not 
imitate it, I shall believe that you have dege- 
nerated fromtheillustrious race from which you 
boast your descent."' 

Having by this speech attracted the attention 
and expectation of the soldiers, she commanded 
jan only son, whom she had by one of her para- 
mours, to be brought her* Then taking a large 
pestle and mortar, this megsra, instead of load- 
ing the child with the caresses of a motheri 
poundedJber offspring to death, till the bones and 
flesh were reduced to a kind of pulp, with which 
»he mixed several sorts of powder, herbs, roots, 
oil, and other drug9« This being put into a~ 
kettle, and placed over a fire, she made into 
ointment, and having stripped herself^ caused 
some of her maids to rub the whole of her bodjr 
with it, before the people^ Thus anointed, she 
resumed her martial dress, and accosted her 
troops as follows : '' All those who shall make 
use of the same balsai^ as I have, will be ren- 
dered not only strong and fit for warlike actions, 
but they will become invincible and invulne- 
rable, and a terror to all Rations.'' She then 
added, that to cause the ointment to be more effi- 
cacious, it ought to be mad^ frpm the flesh of 
the children of the mos^ disjtinguished families, 
yolunt?irily sacrificed by their parents- 
It is scarcely to be conce,ived how much this 
Inhuman and unnatural aption was admired and 
applaud^, or how speedily and universally the 
advice of Temban-dumba was followed by her 
barbarous ^ubj^cts ; many thousands of male 
children were sacrificed in the same manner, and 
for the same purpo$p» She soon after enacted » 



,y Google 



LOAVGO* 101 

law, by which it was required, that none of her 
sitbjects should undertake any matter of conse- 
quence, till they had previously anointed them- 
selves with this ointment, which, she told them, 
would inspire the people with military talents, 
and give them prudence and wisdom in their 
councils* Other edicts were issued, all of which 
tended to excite a spirit of ferocity. Several 
sorts of male children were excluded from being 
admitted into the kilomboy or camp, or even per- 
mitted to live : some were pounded to death, for 
the use above mentioned ; and others that were 
deformed or imperfect, were commanded to be 
thrown to the dogs. No woman was sufiered to 
bring forth in the camp, under pain of beings 
ccModemned to devour her own o&pring, or of 
submitting to death herself. 

These laws, which she denominated gidrtUos^ 
or inviolable, and pretended that they had been 
derived from time immemorial from the ancient 
Giagas, were ever afterwards in general religi- 
ously observed by that barbarous nation. In 
some respects, however, she found it necessary 
to abate the severity of those, which seemed to 
threaten the total extincUon of the people ; but 
took care to conclude this horrid code with as 
injunction to her subjects, that they should al* 
ways feed on human flesh, in preference to that 
of any other. But Temban-dumba made an ex- 
ception in these particulars with respect to those 
of her own sex, who were forbidden to be put 
to death for the sake of anointing the body, 6p 
to be eaten as food ; and they were reserved for 
the purpose of being sacrificed at the tomb of 
some deceased noble or fevourite, or of being 
jftterred with him in the same grave* This pro- 
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hilxtioD) however, lUd not produce the intended 
effect : we are told of one of their nobles, that he 
caused a young woman to be butchered every 
day for his table. 

The laws which she enacted relative to her po« 
litical government, were much more numerous, 
though of the same nature, and calculated to en- 
courage and inure her subjects to rapine, blood- 
shed, and cmaelty ; but they are too shocking to 
deserve &rther detail, especially as we have al- 
ready had occasion to mention them as introduc- 
ed and practised by the no less superstitious and 
sangu'mary queen Zingha, while the princess c<xi- 
tinued attached to that sect. Thus did two pas- 
sions' carried to excess— -vengeance and ambi- 
tion — convert into monsters two women, who 
were, perhaps, formed to be heroines. We ought, 
however, to make some distinction between the 
penitent Zingha, and the hardened Temban- 
dumba, who, always tranquil and at ease in the 
midst of her crimes, opened to herself the grave 
by a continuation of successive atrocities. 

The kilombos, or camps, of Temban-dumba 
and her followers, very much resembled those of 
the ancient Romans, were composed of such ma- 
terials, and built in such a manner, that they 
were erected with ease and expeditic»i* The of- 
ficers who were the principal directors of the en- 
campment, having made choice of a spot of 
ground proper for the purpose, formed it into se- 
ven divisions, each of which was governed by a 
separate commander. In the centre stood the 
royal pavilion, surrounded by those of the mi- 
nisters, officers, and servants, belonging to the 
court, the whole of which composed a spacious 
square. The next in rank was tlie quarter of the 
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kaiamboioy or gen^^ of the army under the kiogf 
or queen : this ofiBcer was caUed chief of the war* 
He ordered and directed all military expeditioaa- 
and engagements^ .and must therefore have -been 
an« experienced and intrepid warnar, cniel9 ai»d< 
void oi compassion and humanity* 

The weapons in use among the Gif^s are the 
dart or javelin, the bow? arrow, ^tchet, dag<- 
ger, and shield ; the last of which is made of 
tough leather, and sufficiently long to cover the 
whole body* They all fight on foot, either on 
account of the want of horses, or because they 
know not the use of them in war* The chief ex* 
ceUency of the Giagas consists in their strength 
and activity in defending themselves with their 
shields, or annojring the enemy with their mis- 
^e weapons* Their monarchs live in great 
state, none being allowed to seat themselves in 
a chair in their presence, except the lpdomlx>lo, 
or chief commander, who sits as supreme judge, 
and determines aU civil and criminal causes* 
Some persons of rank, however, are permitted 
to seat themselves on a carpet in the royal pre- 
sence* When the common people speak to the 
monarch, they prostrate themselves on the 
ground* If the kuig happens to sneeze or cough, 
the whole audience immediately wish him health 
and long life ; and those who are nearest to him,, 
give notice to others that are distant by the sound 
of a drum, when a loud and repeated clapping>of 
hands ensues* 

Temban-dumba having murdttred great jium* 
hers of her lovers in order to prevent the disco- 
very of her debaucheries, at kngth became cun* 
nioured of a private soldier. This mjiii was cal- 
ifid Culembo, was bold and intrepid, smd uf a. 
K2 
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taut ftnd -{>!eaiiti£: form, fit Wtt» mot igiMMPant of 
the fiite that had attended his predecessors, and, 
therefoi^ adcepted of her condescettdfng ollbrs, 
ifittithe determkied rtsohition of antkipiiting' 
her dedgn,- as ^soon as he should 'find that her 
passion began to cool. In the mean time, he en- 
deavoured fo please her Aftd giun her &vour bj 
all thfe art and address of which he was iKiaster, 
and soon obtained such 4n ascend^cy in ^e af- 
ftcli<^s of Temban^iumba, that she was pre- 
vailed on pviblicff to acknowledge him as her 
husband. The nuptials were celd>rated With 
great pomp, and after the marriage, avastmran- 
bcr of human victims were slaughtered for the en- 
tiertainment of the goests. Nothing, however, 
could prevent Culembo from watching his spouse 
very narrowly, and he became more sensible of 
her inconstant and tyrannical disposition, and, at 
length, perceived, notwithstanding the dissimu- 
lation of Temban*dumba, that he was at least 
grown indifferent, if not disagreeable to her. 
He attempted, therefore, to ward off the t>k>w 
which threatened him, by renewing and redoub- 
ling his caresses, by sumptuous banquets, atld 
such means as seemed most likely to suspend her 
treacherous intentions* But fearing that she 
might obtain her purpose, he infused a strong 
dose of poison among her wine, which she had no 
sooner drank than she expired. 

Culembo acted the part of a tender and af- 
flicted husband, with such counterfeited excess 
of grief, that he was not suspected of being ac- 
cessary to the death of his spouse. His well- 
known valour and conduct made so great ail im- 
pression on the minds of the Giagas, that he 
was unanimously declared successor to Temban- 
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dawhtLf «id prodttlined Idng.tcondin^* . The 
first care of Ci^mbo, after hisacces^ioo to the 
thnine^ wasemi^ediEperfbriiiing the obsequies 
oflus.w^ with such magnificence as might soipe 
to coDvince them of his i^ection for her perton. 
He did not neglect to ugnaliae himself in the 
beginniB^ of his rdgn, by frequent incHrsioiis 
and ravages ; but a beauteous skTe having oap- 
^Tated his heart, he married her, and was indue* 
ed to exchange the militarjr. avocations ibr the 
pleasures and ease of domestic enjoyment. Af- 
ter his death, he was considered by his subjects 
as an inferior deity. 

He was succeeded by Chingarii, whose name 
sig^ufies lic^ and whose disposition greatly re- 
sembled that of the Jung of animaJs, he beii^ 
insatiabie §br Uood and rapine. In &ct« there 
scarcely ever appeared even among the Giagas, a 
chief more cruel and inhuman. He was defeat- 
ed and slain in battle by the Portuguese. His 
successor, who was called Ct^ximbo, was a man 
ei courage and intrepidly, and bad been very 
successful in his expeditions. His disposition, 
however, was gentle and humane^ and he coidd 
not be prevail^ on to eat the flesh, or drink the 
blood of men. For that reason his barbarous 
subjects conceived an invincible avenuon towards 
hinu The mnghilh*^ or priests, pn^gated the 
id^i that the late queen Temban-dunii)a resented 
this open violation of her laws ; in cbnsequence 
of whkh, CuU^mbo was assassinated to appeases 
as Mras said, her ^anes. 

He is said tp have had thirty successors, who 
reigned till the year 1657 ; but we are not ki- 
formed how long this dynasty continued, nor of 
any thing worthy of tu>dce respecting its late 
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kings. But certain it is, that the goTernme&t of 
each was of short duration ; and that they ap- 
peared only for a moment on that hloody throBe. 
The person who had received protection and 
kindness murdered his friend and bene&ctor ; 
the father assassinated the son, or the son the &- 
ther ; and it perhaps would not have been a mat- 
ter of regret, if the soldiers had imitated the ex- 
unple of their commanders, and the whole of 
tius detestable race had been exterminated* 

SECTION V. 
Anziko^ Ftmgeno^ Biafar^ and Calbaria. 

The kingdom of Anziko is an inland coun- 
try, bounded on the west by the river Umbre 
which emptier itself into the Zaire, on the north, 
by the desarts of Nubia, and on the south by a 
part of Congo. It abounds with mines of cop- 
per, and other minerals ; and has great plenty o£ 
rhinoceroses, lions, and various wild beasttk The 
natives, like the Arabs, wander from one place to- 
mother, and have no permanent habitation.- 
They neither sow nor reap, but live by plunder ;. 
and being cruel and intrepid, are dreaded by the 
neighbouring nations. Their language is bar- 
batx)us, and difficult to be learned. People of 
consequence wear red and black caps made of 
velvet ; and those of inferior rank of both sexes 
go barefoot, and without any covering on the up- 
per parts of the bodies. To preserve their 
health, they make a composition pif white sandal* 
wood, pounded and mixed with palm-oil, vnth 
which they anoint themselves. 

Their arms are battle-axes, bows, and arrows. 
The Anzikese kill birds fiying, and shoot with, 
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$t|ch dexterity and dispcttch) that thty can db* 
charge twenty-dght arrows from the bow, before 
the first fiedls to the ground. One end of the 
battle-axe is sharp and ci:^ Hke a wedge, the 
other 18 flat like a mallet ; with this latter part 
they screen their bodies, and ward 'off the darts 
of the enemy. They also wear daggers, which 
they carry in ivory belts. When they take any 
prisoners, they tie them to a stake and try their 
courage and firmness by shooting at them as at 
a mark^ but in such a manner, that the arrows 
only pass near them. Those who ^scover ligns 
of fear are kiUed and eaten : but those who ap* 
pear intrepid and resolute are adopted by them, 
and have their noses and ears bored, and two ' 
teeth of tlieir upper jaw pulled out, as a token of 
slavery. The Anzikese recruit their armies 
with these prisoners, whom they accustom to lm-» 
man flesh, if they have not been used to feed up* 
on it already, and soon render them equally bar* 
barous and ferocious with themselves. 

The women of this country imagine, that to 
have two teeth fewer above and two below is a 
great ornament, but they are not to be pulled 
out, tall the person be considered as fit for mar- 
riage : if any one should refuse to have this mark 
of beauty, she would be thought dishonoured. 

Fungeno is a kingdom tributary to the sove- 
reign of Anziko, and situated between the ri- 
vers Zaire and Coanza. The Portuguese carry 
on a trade with the natives for stuifs and slaves. 
The kingdom of Biafar lies on the east of Be- 
nin, and extends southward as far as the fourth 
degree of north latitude. The natives are ex- 
ceedingly addicted to the superstitious belief of 
•magici imd,imagine themselves capable of caus- 
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ing nun, thunder, and lightning. They worship 
the devil, and offer up their children in saGpifice* 
. Calbaria adjoins to Rio Real, and derives its 
name from that river, which, though broad, is 
too shallow to be navigated by ships of burthen, 
and runs in a northern direction. Near the 
coast is a town called by the Dutch Wyndorp, 
and by the nadves Toke, from the great quan- 
tity of wine it produces. The city of CaR>aria 
is a place of great trade, especially with the 
Dutch, and is inclosed with palisadoes. The 
comtaerce of this part of Africa consists chiefly 
in slaves, who are exchanged for small bars of 
copper. The natives also bring vast numbers of 
elephants' teeth annually to market. The inha- 
bitants are characterized as a deceitful and filthf 
people, who have their bodies painted with dif- 
ferent colours, and their foreheads marked with 
hideous figures. They possess no affection for 
one another : parents sell their children ; bus* 
bands their wives ; and brothers their sisters. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Gumeafirqfier: Comprehending the KmgdemqfBt* 
mn and the Siffve^ Gddj Ivori/j and Gram CoomU* 

nPHIS exten^ve country is bounded on the 
-^ north by Nigritia, (m the east by the unex- 
plored parts of A&icay and on the west and south 
by the great Atlantic Ocean* The air of this 
tract of tenitory b extremely fervid, and the pe- 
riodic rcdns overBowing all the le^el paits ^hir- 
ing several months in the year, it is certainly ve- 
ry ininvical to health, and has proved remaikably 
&tal to European constitutions. 

SECTION r. 

Benitu 

THE kingdom of Benin is bounded by the 
gulph of Guinea and the Slave Coast on the. 
west, by Loango on the south, and by the un- 
known parts of Afiica on the north and east* 
Notwithstanding the plea^g scenes which this 
country presents to the eye x)f a stranger, the air. 
is not only very unhealthy, but the musquitoes 
OP gnats are here exceedingly troublesome, and 
their sting is so painful and poisonous, that it in- 
fiames all the neighbouring parts, and occasions 
ulcers. Formosa is the principal river in this 
^gdom, and is said to have received its appel- 
^tipn from the verdure and fertility of its banks, 
^hich are adorned with ta]l and spreading trees* 
On the sides of this river are some European 
Htttements, principally belonging to the Dutch ; 
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the names o£ these are Boededo^ Areboy and 
Agatton* The £ist conlains about fifty houses^ 
^and has. a viceroy and council, whose jurisdictioii 
extends to all matters of a citiI nature ; and thef 
leiqr taxes and raise imposts on merchandiaei 
But matters of great importance are refe r red 
to a superior coutt. 

Arebo is a large and populous city, which^. to- 
gether with the ad^cent territory, is also go* 
Temed by a i^ceroy and council, vested with air- 
milar powers as those of Boededo* It ia the 
cmtre of the commeiHse of this kingdom, and 
had once an English and Dutch settlement ; but 
the former has for ^ome tiikie been abandoned. 
Agatton has likewise been a place of considera- 
ble eminence, for its extent, trade, and popub* 
tion ; but the ravages of war have reduced it 
nearly to desolation* 

The last of the four commercial towns in this 
kingdom is Meiberg, an appellation given it by 
the Dutch, who carried on here a great trader 
and maintained a considerable settlement ; but 
the place is now oiily &mous for the following 
tragical event, which proved its almost totd 
ruin. Beelsyder, a Dutch fector, having- con- 
ceived a violent passion for one of the women be- 
longing to the negro government, carried her 
away by force. The viceroy, enraged at this in- 
sult, attacked the Dutch settlement with a body 
of troops, and obliged the fector to retreat on 
board a vessel that lay in the road, after having 
received a wound of which he soon after cBed. 
Upon this, the Dutch director-general, resolving 
to revenge the death of the fector, fitted out a . 
brigantine, and surprising the blacks at Meibei^g, 
massacred without distinction every individual 
that could be met with. The news of this event 
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soon reacliing the court at Benin, the king de- 
mamled an exphmationof the causes of this san- 
guinary proceeding. Being informed of the par- 
^uiars, instead of turning Ms resentment against 
the Dutch, who had certainly violated the hiws 
of justice, hospitality, and humanity, he shame- 
fully joined the oppressors, and whh the most 
horrible circumstances of barbarity, ordered the 
innocent viceroy and his whde race to be extir- 
pated. This sentence was speedily put in exe- 
c<Hion : their dead bodies were delivered as a 
prey to the wild beasts ; and their houses were 
levelled to the ground, with this injunction, that 
they should never be rd>^lt. 

Benin, the cafntal of tiiis kingdom, is a city of 
great extent, stands in seven degrees thirty mi- 
nutes of north latitude, and in five degrees four 
minutes of east longitude, and contains the impe- 
ml residence. All the streets are extremely long 
and broad, and are adorned with a variety of 
shops fiUed with European merchandize, as well 
as with the produce of the country. Formerly 
the houses stood much closer to each other, and 
the City was more populous : many e^ces now 
lie in ruins. As the country affords no stone, 
the buildings are composed of mud and day, 
and covered mth reeds, or straw, in a very ele- 
git manner. The city is divided into several 
^tricts, each of which is under the government 
of its respective officer, called king of the street, 
and is surrounckd with walls, ditches, and pali- 
sades ; which, however, vrould afford Kttle de- 
fence against a powerful or resolute enemy. 

A gteat part of the city is occupied by the 
f^yal palace, which is a building of prodigious 
<«meiwions,but neither commodious nor elegant. 
Vol. XIV. L 
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It chiefly consists of galleries supported by rough, 
unpoliabed {Hilars and turrets, on the summits of 
which are carved statues of the rudest workman- 
ship. The king's audience-chamber, where he 
receives the foreign ministers and ambassadors, 
has no appearance of pomp or magnificence, and 
woidd rather seem to be a repository for g^oods 
and merchandize, than a royal apartment. His 
throne, indeed, is of ivory, and fdaced under, a 
c^opy<^ rich silk ; but the monardi beipg en- 
gaged in trade, as well as his subjects, it is sur- 
rounded by great numbers of elephants' teeth, 
and other commodities intended for sale. 

The decay of the city of Benin is justly attri- 
buted to the tyrannical conduct of one of its so- 
vereigns ; who, envious of the wealth of some of 
the richest of his subjects, ordered them to be 
seized and put to death, and their property to 
be confiscated to his use, under pretence that 
they had conspired against his life ; and, not- 
withstanding they exhibited the clearest and 
most indubitable evidence of their innocence, 
they suffered according to the determination of 
the monarch. Another grandee, dreading the 
same fate, quitted the city, and carried with him 
a great majority of the inhabitants. . They were 
immediately pursued; by the king, who attacked 
them with a numerous body of forces, but was de- 
feated by the fugitives, and compelled to retreat 
with loss. In a second onset he was still more 
unsuccessful: his troops suffered another re- 
pullse, and he was pursued by the enemy to the 
very gates of his palace. The plundering and 
devastation of the city immediately commenced, 
which continued for almost ten successive years* 
At lengthy by the mediation of the Dutch, a 
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peace was concluded} and a hte paidon granted 
to the rebeHions g^nuadee, with permksiony and 
eyea a request, to return to his former babita* 
tiao* But not choosing to put lumself again into 
the power of a sovereign, whose dispositioii was 
too well known, he fixed his residence at a place 
situated about three days journey &om the ca« 
{Htal, and preferred poverty, accompanied with 
freedom, to wealth and dignity with servitude. 
SiQee that period Benin has never regained its 
fermer spfendour and popnlation* 

The food of the natives counts ei yam and 
potatoe4>read,bee^ mutton, fowls, and hsh ; but 
the flesh of cats and. dogs is, of all others, the 
most eatetmed among thenu The beverage of 
the ooBUBon sort is pure water, but the more 
opulent coatamioate it with a filthy kind c£ 
wine, called Pardon. 

. The goi^mment is perfectly despotic ; and 

the empire is divided among a number of petty 

princes, all of whom are subject to the king* 

The naUves may be characterized as a gentle, 

civil, andohligii^ people; extremely gmtefiii 

far any good usage they may receive, Imt very 

bfiexkile to every kmd of severity* They are 

Msk and quick in the dispatch of buauieas, 

stea^ in their agreement^ uid greatly attached 

to their ancient customs and institutioBa* The 

government apfioints brokers, called mncudffi^ 

who being smatterers in some of the £uK|ieaa 

hmguages, treat with strangers relative to merv 

chandize* Private bargains are therefore coQt- 

eluded with the greatest secrecy, fear fear of exf 

siting the jealousy or avarice of the govemors* 

The state of Benin is divided into three classes 
pi men : the gre^ lord% who attend the kmg*li 
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person, to whom every person must apply that 
has favours to request of the monarch ; the are9 
4e roes^ or street kings, who preside over various 
subordinate ranks, and from which order are 
elected the viceroys and governors of provinces ; 
the fiadores, wiK> are invested with peculiar 
badges of distinction, but are subordinate and 
inferior to the ares de roes. ^ These various rank% 
at the head of which is the king, support, accord- 
ing to their ability, a certain number of poor* 
The blind, the lame, and the infirmy are the pe- 
culiar objects of their charity : by which excel- 
lent police, not a beggar or vagrant is to be seen. 
The public officers compel the idle to labour, in 
order to prevent a burden on themselves ; and 
should the indolence of their dispositions over*, 
come the fear and shame of want, they are su^ 
fered to starve, unpitied and disregarded. 

The opulent inhabitants a^)ear in very neat 
calico dresses, fastened about their waists, the 
upper parts of the body being entirely naked* 
The women of quality cover their &ces with a 
-thin veil, which they take off in the presence of 
their friends and acquaintance* 'Their necks 
are also adorned with chains of coral, agreeably 
and £u)ctfuUy disposed ; and they wear copper 
and iron rings on theiir legs and arms* These 
decorations give them a strange and fimtastic ap- 
pearance ; otherwise their persons are by no 
means disagreeable* The lower ranks of people 
difler from others only in the quality of their 
clothes, the maimer <^ their dressing being ex- 
actly the same* 

The men marry as many wives as their cir- 
cumstances will allow^ the laws limiting them to 
no detenmnate number. They have scarcely 



,y Google 



mini. 115 

any ntvptial ceremmnes, and, indeed, mamngc 

is so frequent, that its sdemnky must thereby be 

greatly <^minished ; the only partkaiar in whidi 

it differs imm a anmncm ass^nbly of friends, is 

the elegance and profusion of the entertainnaenlb 

When a man fells in love with a yovng female) 

he discovers his passion to the most considerable 

person among his relations, who, proceeding to 

the house of the wgio, demands her of her 

ftieffids. The consent of the woman is seldooa 

refbsed if she be not already engaged* Yet, 

notwithstanding their unlimited indulgence hi 

sensual appetites, the na;dves are jealous of one 

another to a degree of phrenzy, \ma never legpu^ 

the liberties tsdeen wiUi ^leir wives by Euro*- 

peaas, deeming it impos^ble that the taste of tiw 

women can be so &r depraved as to grant un* 

lawful favours to a white man. Adultery is 

pomshedin the most exemplary manner, and 

both the offending parties are considered as 

equally culpable. From the severity of the pa* 

aishment, however, with whidi this crime is at* 

tended, the violation of the marriage bed is as 

^le known in Benin, as perhaps in any cmmtry 

whatever. The natives are extremely delicate 

with regard to the nuptial rite, and pregnant 

women are not suffered to receive the caresses 

ef their husbands till aflber ddivery. All male 

dnldren are presented to the king, as of right 

Monging to him ; but the females 9rt con« 

Mdered as the property of the fether, and are en« 

Mrely at his <tisposal tiU thdr murtage. About 

a fortnight after birth, the ia&nts are circunw 

«sed. They have also incisie^ made in diiier- 

«nt parts of ^eir bodies, expressive ci cortaia 

^^ttcroiMiitic ^^ures^ in oidmr topreveatlfaa^^ 

L 3 
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fects of evil spirits) who are supposed to resde 
in particular woods, which no native of Benin 
has the courage to enter. 

The inhabitants of Benin seem less afraid of 
death . than other natives of liie sanoe coast. 
Though not absc^ute predestinarians, the7 as^ 
cribe duration of life to the gods, and believe that 
man has a limited portion of time upon earth* 
Nevertheless, they use means for prolonging 
their existence. When any one is attacked with 
a malady, he has recourse to the priest, who, as 
in severed other barbarous countries^ performs 
also the ofike of physician. The bodies of the 
dead are carefully washed. When a native of 
Benin dies in a distant province of the kingdom, 
the corpse is brought to the place of his birth, 
and being first dried over a slow fire, is put into a 
coffin, and perfomed with aromatics. As it fre- 
quently happens, that no means of conveyance 
can be procured for several years, the body of 
the deceased remains unburied durmg that poi- 
od, for the funeral rites can be performed only in 
the place of their nativity, and it would be con- 
sidered as a mark of the greatest impiety and 
disrespect, to inter the desid in a fondgn soil. 
The nearest relations of the defiinct. express 
their grief in various ways : some shave their 
heads, others thehr beards, and a third sort only 
one half (^ each. They also sometimes howl in a 
doleful manner, for a few weeks at stated periods, 
and drink plentifiiUy during the intervals. Flib- 
lie mourning is usually limited to the term of 
fourteen or fifteen days. 

When the king dies, his obsequies are per- , 
formed with very extraordinary ceremonies, cha- 
racteristic of tite superstition of ^ people> Be- 
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fi>re the palace they dig a hoie to a g^reat depths 
the top cdT which is extremely narrow, but its ^• 
men^ons at the bottom are very conuderable. 
The body of the deceased monarch is then ex- 
ix>sed in the presence of an infinite concourse oi 
people, aH cf whom contend for ^>e honour of 
bein^ inhumed with him. Those who are elect- 
ed to tlHs dignity, are accordingly buried with 
the. king, and the sdemnity is concluded with 
placing a large stone at the mouth of thepit^ 

The laws of inheritance are generaUy equita- 
ble, when a sovereign does not interfere. At the 
death of a person of rank, his eldest son suc- 
ceeds to the property, on condition (^ his paying 
a fine to the king, and providing for his brothers 
and sisters. The mother is allowed a jdnture, 
proportioned to the estate, and to her own rank 
and quality. In this country, as in many others, 
justice is frequwitly perverted, and money ac- 
cepted foir sheltering offenders from punishment. 
Pecuniary obladons vnU atone for the commis- 
sion of most crimes ; but where money is want- 
ing, the defidency is supplied by corporal ii^ic- 
tions. Murder and adultery, however, are ex- 
cluded from the number of venUl offences, wnd 
are always made capital. Manslaughter is expi- 
, ated by sacrificing a slave to the manes of Uie 
deceased, and by paying to the three great lords 
a sum proportioned to the circumstances of the 
offender ; upon which he obtains his freedom, 
iuid'the fiiends of the defunct remain satisfied 
with his havkig fulfilled the law. 

When a crime is doubtful, and the accusation 
not dearly proved, they practise five different 
modes of purgation, four of which are made 
use <^ in civil and ycntal tyffences, and the fifth 
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in criminal charges only. In the first method 
t>f purgation, the accused is carried before the 
priest, who pierces his tongue with a cock's fea- 
ther, well greased ; if the perforation be easilj 
made, he is esteemed innocent, and the wound 
will soon heal ; but should it be attended with 
any diflRculty, no othef proof is required for es- 
tablishing his guilt. In the second mode of pur* 
gation, the priest takes an oblong jMece of tur^ 
into which he sticks a few small quSk, and en- 
joins the offender to draw them out one by one } 
if he performs this easily, he is acquitt^, and 
considered as innocent ; but should he do it widi 
difficulty, he is immediately conricted of th« 
crime. The third method is no less extraordi- 
nary, and is performed by injecting ^e juice of 
certain herbs into the eyes ot the suspected per- 
son, when, if they become red and inflamed, h« 
IS pronounced gnilty, otherwise he is absolved* 
The fourth ordeal consists in the priest's str^- 
ing the tongue of the accused three times with 
a hot copper bracelet, which, if not followed 
by a blister, is considered as a criterion of his 
innocence. The fifth Idnd of trial, which is con* 
fined to persons of rank, seldom takes place | 
when it does, the accused is carried by the king's 
order to a certain river, whose waters are sup* 
posed to possess the extraordinaFy quality of sup- 
porting the innocent, while the guilty inevitauji 
«nk to the bottom. 

The fetisso is worshipped in the kingdom of 
Qenin, as in other countries on the western coast 
•f this continent ; but the natives consider him 
as an inferior and subordinate deity, who acts as 
ijfiediator bet>veen man and his Creator. To God 
tbc^ aacriibe the at tribu t es of omMsciengei onaU 
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presence, omnipotencey and iovisibilitf ; and bc^ 
iieve that by him all things exist, and that he 
governs the world by his providence. They 
imagine that a wicked and malicious spirit is the 
cause of the calamities they occasionally suiTert 
and therefore give every evil the appellation of 
devil, whom ihey worship through fear, and to 
prevent his injuring them. The natives of Be- 
nin firmly believe in the existence of apparitionsy 
and that the ghosts of their deceased ancestors 
walk on the earth* l*he supposed suggestionsy 
therefore, that they receive in their sl^p from 
these invisible, beings, are regarded with the 
greatest veneration* By these preternatural 
communicati<»is, they think themselves warned 
of the approach of danger, and of the means of 
frustrating the malignity o£ fate ; for which rea- 
son they commonly sacrifice to the bountiful 
agents, who pmvide for their peace and security* 
Besides these occasional offerings, annual sacri- 
fices are performed with all imaginable pomp. 
Which continue for several days ; to these festi- 
vals all ranks of people are invited, and the infe- 
rior sort are usually dismissed vrith presents by 
Uie more opulent* 

- They place the seat of bliss or misery In the 
sea ; and the shadow of a man they consider as 
a real existence, which, at some future time, will 
g^ve testimony of his good or evil actions ; but 
the more intelligent are at a loss to account for 
the mode of retnbution, that awaits the different 
lives of men* The Benins fill every comer of 
their houses with idols, and yet they have temples 
■appFopriated for the residence of particular 
deities, to whom their votaries sacrifice and pay 
regular worship* Their priests pretend to the 
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art of penetrating into iuturit^', by means of a 
pot |»erced at the bottom, from which issues a 
dismal ndse, the oracle of their respcmses. No- 
thing is undertaken, without first consulting the 
priests, who, nevertheless, are prohilnted from 
interfering with afBsiirs of state, on psun of suf-« 
fering death. 

The high priest of Loebo, a town situated at 
the mouth of the river Formosa, is particularly 
femous for his skill in divipation. His power b 
also allowed to extend over sea and air, and by 
the gift of prescience, can foresee and prevent 
the contingence of future events. He is ccmsi- 
dered as the head of the piiesthood, and so ve- 
nerated, that no one approaches him without 
fear and trembling ^ and even the ambassadon 
of the king shew him the strongest tokens of awe 
and respect* To enumerate the vaxious super* 
stitious ceremonies which this peoi^ obser?ey 
would not only prove an endless but unpleasing 
task. Extreme ignorance covers this land with 
her dusky mantle, and hence every thia^ whk^ 
h the object of fear, becomes alio the object of 
teneration. 

The Benins divide time into years, montlis» 
Weeks, and da3rs, each divisbn bekvg distkiguish- 
ed by its proper appellation. The year is com* 
posed of four months; and every fifth day is coo* 
ftecrated to religious purposes, and is considered 
as a day of rest. They have also other days ap- 
propriated to sacned purposes, and celebrated 
with extraordinary sdemmty ; particularly an an* 
imal feast in niemory of their ancestors, and the 
. coral festival. On this last occasion, the kii^, ar* 
rayed in the most magnificent attire, surrounded 
by his women, and attended by his guards, makes 
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oblations for himself and for hk pei^le* Tto 
act of (Mety in the piince is followed by the shoiUs 
and acclamalions of bis assembkd subjects* 

The succession to the thi^ooe is regulated by 
^e Teignii^ nionarch, who on perceiving that 
^is death is i^roachiog, calls one of the oneg^ 
^vasy or principal lords, and tii]4)arts to him the 
namje of his successor, with an injunGtion>that he 
should not divulge the secret till after his do- 
cease* When that penod arrives, the onegwa 
lakes into his custody all the royal jewels, tre»- 
sures, and effects; and the young princes, who 
are in a state of uncertainty and uneasiness, im- 
mediately come before him, and do homage to 
the arbiter of their £Eite. At the time af^inted 
ibr declaring a successor, the minister summons 
the high marshal to attend, and informs him of 
- the will of the late king, which the other repeats 
aloud six times, with a solemnity adequate to the 
impcHlance of the subject* The young sove- 
reign is soon after invested with the badges of ro]^* 
alty, and receives the homage and allegiance of 
the gre^t officers and nobles of the kii^dom* 
This ceremony being pei'fiormed, he retires to 
the town of Oscebo, where he is instructed in 
the art of government, and the duties of a mo- 
narch. Having finished his studies, the king re- 
turns to Benin, and taking possession of the pa- , 
lace and the ensigns of royalty, commences his 
reign with the murder of his brothersv and the 
removal of every rival ; this sanguinary mea- 
sure is considered as indispensably necessary, as 
well £or securing the monarch on the throne, as 
for the public tranquillity. 

The revenues annexed to the crown of Benin 
*re very considerable, and arise from various 
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impoflts and exactions* Tbe go'rernors of firo^ 
vinces are accountable to the lung for a y&kHf 
stipulated sum ; but the inferior oflBccrs gene* 
imlly pay their taxes in kind* By this means the 
court is constantly supplied with every necessaiy, 
and the overplus is soldy and the money d^osit* 
cd in the royal coffers* Certain duties are also 
imposed on foreign trade, but all Europeans are 
treated with indulgence uid respect* 

Some writers have represented the lung d Be* 
nin as a great and powerful prince, who can in a 
wry short time nase an army of one hundred 
and twenty thousand men ; while others afiBma^ 
that the art of war is unknown in this country, 
and the people are so pusillanimous, that the 
want of courage exposes the kingdom to the in> 
cursions and devastations of the neighbouring 
states* In order to reconcile these opposite a&> 
counts, we need only remind our readers, that 
numbers do not always constitute power ; that 
it is very possible the king of Benin may easily 
collect an army of one hundred and twenty thou- 
sand men ; but it seems also probable, that nei- 
ther the arms, nor the miliUry exercise of this 
people, will render them dreaded by nations who 
are better acquainted with the improved arts for 
the destruction of the human race* 

SECTION II. 

T^ Slave Coast. 

WE next proceed to the Slave Coast, which is 
bounded on the east by the kingdom of Benin, 
on the west by the Gold Coast, and on the south 
by tlie Atlantic Ocean ; comprehending the 
kingdoms of Coto, Popo, Whidah, and AraUrah* 
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Aa^tMrs ate^ not agreed widi re^ct to ihe te- 
renl limits of these nations ; nor is it material 
to our readers to know their precise extent, dnce 
they will all be cximprehended tinder the genend 
view of tlie Slave Coast. 

The kingdom of Ccto is leTcl, sandy, and un« 
fertile, and produces few trees except the palm, 
which grows here ^very hixnriantly. The coun- 
try, however, is tolerably abundant in cattle, and 
the rivers contain-, great plenty and variety of 
feh. The natives are said to be inoffensive, ci- 
vil, and obliging. In their politics, oeconomy, 
and religious institutions, they greatly resemUe 
the inhabitants of ^e Gold Coast, whose man- 
ners we shall hereafteriiave occasion to describe. 
Their wealth consists in the number of their 
idols, which are always increased in proportion 
to the augmentation of their riches. A negro, 
who is not possessed of a dozen idols at least, is 
reputed poor. The houses, roads, and foot- 
paths, are filled with these images; from whence 
we may infer bow far the fetissos contribute to 
their hap^nness and fortunes. Their commerce, 
which is inconuderable, is principally confined 
to the men, women, and children taken in the de- 
predat<My excursions of the inhabitants, and 
whom they dispose of to Europeans ; nor is this' 
sort of plunder esteemed either disgraceful or il- 
legal. The courage of the natives is propor- 
tionate to their wealth. 

The kingdom of Popo, which is divided into 
districts, caUed Great and Littl^ is principally a 
level, sandy, and barren tract. The inhabitants 
^re artfiil, fiaudulent, daring, and active ; and 
subsist entirely on plunder, and the same kind 
of traffic which is carried cm by th<: natives gf 
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C6to ; btit they are braver and move resolttt^y 
and therefore more successful than thelatterv 
The royal palace is a large edtfioe, composed of 
a number of huts, each of iHiich is guarded by 
a company of soldiers; but the accommodations 
of the monarch have less appearance of affluence 
than those of a British mechanic. The constant 
anrasement, and indeed, the sole' occupatioB of 
tlie king consisljs in smoldng tobacco, toying 
with his women, and conversing with his oflAcerd 
on the most trifling subjects. He is, however^ 
treated by his subjects with considerable defe^ 
rence and submission. The natives of Popo have 
a blind and superstitious confidence in their 
priests, who possess the most unlimited authority* 
In fact, these weak and ignorant creatures are 
persuaded, that the intercession of these holy men 
can procure them the favour and protection, of 
the wrath and vengeance, of the Deity. All the 
Europeans that trade here endeavour to secure by 
bribes the interest df the priests, in order that they 
may obtain the friendship of their devotees. 

The lungdom of Whidah is so denominated 
by the English, the Portuguese, and the natives; 
from the French it receives the appellation rf 
luida ; and from the Dutch Chat of Fida. It 
extends about ten leagues along the shore, and 
is bounded by the kingdom of Popo on the weift^ 
and by that of Ardrah on the south- It is wa- 
tered by two rivers, the lakin and Euphrates ; 
the former of which is navigable only by canoes ; 
but the latter is in general deeper, and might be 
entered by large ships, did not some banks of 
sand impede the passage. All the Europeans 
who have visited Whidah, s^ak of it with rap- 
ture^ and extol it as the most beautiful part in 
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tbe world* Round tbe co^st Che country islBal* 
and ria^s with an equal and gradual aacent to- 
wards the imerioTy by which means the land- 
scape apipean in fidl view, and preaents a moat 
pftearaag and rich prospect. The trees are 
^trmgbt and taU, and di^ioaed in regular order* 
Tbe verdure of the meadowa, Uie luxuriancy of 
the fields waving with crops of com and fruits^ 
ttid the purimgof the streams in theur descent 
towards the sea, ^rm as delightful a scene as the 
fioicy can well imagine* In short, Whidah is 
esteemed a paradisucal spot, where a happy 
BoU is improved by cultivajdon to the utmost, 
though nature has been so benignant, that ait 
hatis little more to effect, than to prune her super* 
fiuities. A spring and autumn perpetually suc- 
ceed each other, lR»r no sooner is the com cut, 
than the ground is again plowed and sown ; and 
the next crop proves equally vigorous and pro* 
dnetive as the former, as if nature were inex* 
faaustible. Nevertheless, so populous is the 
country, tiaX a stranger would conceive it im- 
possible for the most fertile soil to supply the nu- 
merous inhalatants with food* Single villagqi 
contain as many peo|^ as several extensive em^ 
pires on the coast of Guinea ; and the towns 
tfand so near each other, that the whole king* 
dom exhibits die appearance of one prodigious 
laige ci^. Indeeid, could we delineate this 
coimtry in aU its real beauty, enumerating its 
various charms, and distincdy describing its pro- 
fosioo of animal and vegetable productions, our 
readers would readily suspect that we had in- 
dulged in the ^ithusiasm of poetic imagery^ and 
orer^leapod the l^ounds of historical truth and 
faithfol narradon* 
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Notwithstanding the small extent of this kin^^^ 
clom, it is divid^ into twqityHsiz pttyvinces, 
which are denominated from their capitftitt* 
These states are distributed among the chi#f 
lords, and become hereditary in their fiimilies* 
in Xavier, which is the metropolis of Whidai^ 
the markets are numeronslf attended by met- 
chants, who diispose of their goods without noiae 
or confusion. -A judge, attended by proper ^^ 
ficers, is appointed by the king, to inspect all 
merchandize, and to hear and determine all 
grievances and disputes* To o^^ress liberty, dr 
to sell a freeman for a ^ave, is considered as a 
Clime of the deepest hue, and always punished 
with death. At this market, woollen cloths, lin- 
en, silks, calicoes of European and Indian mu^ 
ufacture^ are disposed of in great plenty ; slaves 
of both sexes are bought ^id sold ; and gokt 
iron, lead, together with all the various prodtte-^ 
lions of Europe, Asia, and Africa, may be pro- 
cured here. The principal manufactures of 
Whidah, are cloths, umbrellas, baskets, plates, 
and dishes. Gold-4ust is used in all bargains ; 
but a small white shell, called bujis, of the »ze 
and jihape of an olive, is the general curr^icy of 
the kingdom. 

The nobility of Whidah, and the more opu« 
lent inhabitants, when they go from hopie, are 
carried in hammocks, or palanquins, on the 
shoulders of slaves* This mode of tmvdling is 
an excellent defence against the heat of the di* 
mate, which is so intense that an European 
could not walk a mile in the middle of the day, 
without suffering &tigue, and exposing himsdf 
to great danger* The Whidahs are sud to ex- 
ceed ail other negroes, both' in their virtnta 
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mdxh/w^mce^^ AU ranks of tlKom tven^Enoope- 
ana wkh extreme civility and reelect ; luid the^ 
^nd rather give than receive fweaent^ Theif 
mamierp are engsging and respectful^ and accom* 
pmod with a d^^ee of politeness not to be ez- 
pecsed in a node md igncmnt pie^ple. Wben a 
persoQ of low oonditioo nieets his superior, be 
immediately &)ls on bis kneei» kisses the earth 
Ihr9# tlmaa, aiid remains is that posture till the 
latter has gone past. The same respect is shewn 
t^ the fouBger to the eider brothers; by thechil- 
drai to their Others ; and by the wives to their 
hushai^da* When persons of equal rank hap- 
pen tp meet, they mutually saKitt) Boil down, 
and clap their biuids ; their attendants also ob- 
oerve the same ceremonies; and a retinue of one 
hundred persons may sometimes be seen op their 
kneesy a spectacle which might easily be mis* 
taken for soipe public act of devotion* In shortf 
A^ inhabbants of no part of the world are more 
polite in external ceremonies, than are the na- 
Uvea of die kingdom <^ Whidaiu' It would not 
be e^ay to account for the difierence of manners 
that prevail in this na^n, contrasted with those 
of the surrounding states, with which it has con- 
tinual intercourse* One would be led to ima- 
gine, that this ha[^y people are possessed of a 
soil, a climate, and a chsppution almost peculiar 
to themselves* 

The Whidahs are tall, elegant, and rd>U8t* 
Their c<MEn{^xiofis are black, but not so jetty 
as those of the mhabitanto of the Gold Coast. 
Tl^ excel all other negroes in diligence and 
incU^try* Idleness is characteristic of the 
Africans in general 2 on the contrary, the na- 
tives of ^s countiy, of both sexes, exhibit a 
Ma 
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Spirit of tmremit^ng asuduity and attention itt 
eveiy. undertaking. Travellers have not im* 
properly compared the quaUties of this people 
to those jof the Chinese : the same love of Uk- 
boar, the same industry, the same ceremmiioaft 
dvility, the same jealous ailection for their wives^ 
the same cunning to cheat in commerce, and the 
same , external politeness towards strangers. If 
they should meet an European one hundred 
times the same day, one hundred times would 
tbey fall dowii on their knees, and kiss the 
ground, and not rise from this posture till a mg-^ 
nal had been given by the person whom tfa^y 
\v<ere thus saluting. 

When a woman happens to Incur the jealousy 
or susj^lon of her husband, she is immediately 
sold to the Europeans. If a person debauches an- 
other man*s wife, he is not otily himself con* 
demned to suffer death, but every individual of 
his family is involved in the consequences of his 
guilt. To touch the body of any of the womea 
belonging to the king, even accidentally, is frc* 
quehtly deemed worthy of capital punishment; 
&r that reason, therefore^ those that are employ^ 
<!>x! about the palace, are continually calling out 
that a man is in the way. The king sdso is 
^vholly attended by women^ who alone are per* 
mittcd to enter his apartment. Young females* 
however, are by no means desirous of b«ng ad- 
mitted into it ; because unless the monarch casts 
a faTourable eye upon thetn, they are condemi^- 
ed to perpetual celibacy ; and a beautiful maid 
that had been carried thither by force, threw 
herself into a well. On the smallest disgust, 
file king will frequently sell eighteen or t^^nty 
women out of his seraglio. 
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c The na^Tesof Wl^fth dreu in a more de- 
fflsvt and spieikM niasner than- any oth^r peo- 
ple on this cdast ; but they are unaccustonied to 
dbeoimte their bo^» wi^ omamants of gold 
i^id^lver. They wear fi^e or gix iMbrent suits 
^ dothea at once, the uppermost of which ia 
miiy^ai-oT eight yards id lengthy and wiapped 
idxmt thenk in a decent and becoming arnnnen 
None mre xsermHtedto have garments of a red 
^sdloar, except the king and royal &mi]y. The 
dress of the soverdgn and his nobles consists m 
g^eral of a fnece of white linen, about three 
^Is in length, wrapped round the waist, and 
appearing tike a large apron. Over this a co* 
venng of silk of the same dimensions is worn ; 
to which is sometimes added a train c^the same 
stidff, that sweeps ak>ng the ground. They 
T«ickon &n European hat .and fei^er as a most 
elegant cover for the head ; but as this costly 
article can only be purchased by persons of 
exalted rank, the common people are exposed 
to every variety of weather, without any other 
defence than a coarse cotton cloth, or a few 
weeds tied roimd their waists, ^ot do the 
womeB wear a less number of ck>thes than tiiosa 
of the other sex. Their dress is not so becom- 
ing as that of the men. They are, however^ 
adorned' with necklaces, and strings oif pearl and 
coral, fiom the wrist to the elbow ; and they 
wear caps of coloured straw, curiously plait* 
«d^ which have some reseml^ance to the papal 
tiara. ~ 

The inhalxtMiits of this kingdom seem to pos- 
sess con«derab]e genius ; and diough ignorant 
of letters, they are able to calculate the largest 
aumsof money with accuracy anddi^ntch, to 
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■ti^ tkmten in pttrtnerthip wUh «iilkm«ticidhpt«>« 
dskni) and idreqiieatums with ttitoovhiiig tniA 
And expedidon, which would pusrie thie cleftmi( 
JEoropcaB head to cempaat without the ?otes of 
art* The wisest, however^ ctnoog^ them cannp^ 
leu his own age; mdif apenonbeaaki^wh^ 
he was born, he reptfes, it was about the timm 
that aneh a Mpi or such an European fiictor w 
rived at Whidah* They keep' no equatioB of 
time, and observe no distioctifm of hoars^ da3r% 
«reeks, or stated periods ; tad they only know 
the variations of tiie seasons by tbt revolutiooo 
of the moon. But in muuc ^ey give evident 
proofc of taste superior to most unpplisbed na- 
tions. Their harp is really a musical instru^ 
ment : it is strung with reeds of <fifferent sixes^ 
which they touch with great dexterity, and danco 
in exact time to their own muaiC) aiid in a |4«mi-> 
ing manner. 

The Whidahs, even the poorest, have eatdi 
forty or fifity wives ; the nobles generally keep 
tiiree or four hundred ; and the l^g has seldom 
fower than three thousand* Polygamy is al* 
fowed in its utmost extent ; and fimitfiilness is so 
much esteemed, that the female who has gtve^ 
anti*nuptial proof of this happy quality is alvirays 
preferred to the chastest virgin* When a man 
fells in love with a ^ri, he asks her of her pa* 
'ffents, who seldom refose their ccmsent, prorided 
she be of « proper age ; in the performance of 
this matter consists the whole of the marriage 
contract. But though the connubial rites are ac*- 
companied with no Ceremony, and :div<xi9cs are 
Hot attended with any legal obstructiona, the de» 
crees, as we have already seen, are extremdy 
•evere against adulterir* Vnniarried wcniei^ 
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ixnrcnrer^ core permitted to indulge their amoon 
without reprebeoaioo, being comudered as their 
own mistresses* 

Both sexes imdergo a species of drcumcisioDi 
bot we have in vain endeavoured to trace this 
custom to its ortgia; the natives generally an« 
vwering, that they received it from their aoces* 
tors* This operation takes place at different pe» 
riodsy being performed at four^ five, six, or ten 
years of ag^e* It is common to see two hundred 
Ettle childr^i in one family. Hence arises the 
wealth of the parent, who generally sells all 
(^ theni^ except the eldest* Children are trea^ 
<Ld with the utmost parental indulgence ; and| 
in return, behave with the greatest veneratioa 
iukI respect to their parents, whom they ne^ 
ver address but on their knees* The elder 
lxx>ther is peculiarly respected by the rest of his 
brethren ; and on the decease of his ^ther 
succeeds to his fortune and effects, and even to 
his women, with whom, from that time, he Hvea 
in quality of husband* His own mother, how^ 
ever, is excepted, who has a separate habitatioa 
allotted her, and a stipend appointed for her sub» 
sistence* w 

Fevers, dysenteries, and other diseases, are 
frequent in this country, and.the inhabitants ar» 
diligent in the use of xnedicine, and of sacrifice 
to the gods for the recovery of their health* 
Indeed, so fearful are they of death, that the ve- 
ry sound of the word is attended with visible 
emotion ; and it is even reckoned a capital pu- 
nishment for any negro to pronounce this awful 
syllable before the king* The buryii^-place of 
the sovereigns and nobles of Whidah is in a galr 
lory., erected by their sons* The body is laid in 
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UftB cuddle of the vault, and near k are pbeed 
the buckler, sword, bow, and arrows of l^e dfr- 
ceased« The heir always mourns a whole 3Fear9 
durii^ which period he aedudes htnuelf item 
iocietjf, and quits his usual attire ; and thoi^ 
he is at full libertj to enjoy the pn^rty, inime» 
iHately after the death of his fidier, yet so 
strongly rooted is his affection, grief^ or prqu- 
dice, that he firmly adheres to this cust£mi, v^icfa 
has an appearance of decency, but certainly sa^* 
Tours very much of gloomy superstition a|id un* 
conquerable horror. 

The people of Whidah believe m one God, 
who punishes vice and rewuxls virtue ; whs 
causes the clouds to rain, the heavens to tbunr 
der, and the sun to shine. The reudence of tius 
Being, they think, b in heaven, from whence he 
governs the world with justice and mercy. 
They have also some obscure and confused ideas 
of a place of timnent, of "an infernal, spirit, and 
of the eternal existence of the soul after its se- 
paration from the body. But with these aenti* 
ments they blend others equally imjMousand ah* 
•urd. They account it presim^on to sapp&p 
cate the Eternal Spirit, and have, therefiuie, sub*- 
atituted inferior deities, to whom they pay 
adoration : tiiese are the serpent, ndiich h^ds 
pre-eminence among the sufacndinate divinities ; 
the trees ; the sea ; and Agoya, the rq>uted 
f^ of counsels; exclusive of the fetiches, wluch 
diey worship in common with the <^er inhabit 
tanu of this part of the globe. 

Thev deduce the origin of the adoraticm oi tibe 
•nake from a signal victory gained over the na* 
tives of Ardrah, by its being elevated in the 
hands of the high4>ri«tt during the whole of the 
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tfigageiMiit* Credulitf hsmsbf; attributed te 
•ticcess €3i the battle to this religious maneeurre^ 
a splen^d temfde was immediateljr erected for 
the Tesid^K^ofthepatnm of the country, priests 
were appomted, and all the acconmiodaticNis es^ 
taWshedy wiiich are usuafly attendant on Pagan 
deities. Thtssnake is pretended to be hnmortid^ 
and its wor^u^^era mnly imagine that they now 
adore the v^ry animal, which procured their an^ 
eestors the above-mentioned adrantage. They 
sacrifice to it eveiy year a certun number oif 
beautiful virgins ; and it has become so profific^ 
as to x>roduce ftuch an infinity of duties, that, in 
aU probability, they would oxerspread ^ coun- 
try, were it not for the assistance of other aoi* 
maJs, and etspcciUly the hogs, who are excessiTe- 
ly fondt^ these dirinities* 
• Punishment, however, is fi^eqnently ii^icted 
cm the hogs suid other animals for takkig such 
hberties with their gods ; and should a human 
bein^ have the presumption to destroy a single 
snali^ he would be condemned to suffer the most 
inhuman death. This was fetally experienced 
by the first English settlers on this coast, who 
iKiving killed a serpent of ^le sacred species, 
were all massacred by the natives. The office 
of uie Tmuiabuts, or priests oi the grand serpenti* 
is continued in one ^ngle femily, of which the 
high-priest is the head, and to whom they are 
all subservient. They unite spititi^ with secu- 
lar employ^nents ; but the former, as in aU other 
countries where ignorance prevails, is both the 
easier and more lucrative pmfossion. 

Th^y worship trees as the guardians and* pa- 
titms of healthy and the sick and lame resort to 
their )»riests, with all the ardour which enthusi- 
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asm can possibly inspire. The sea, also, lias its 
priests, who, when it becomes stormy and teio* 
pesttious, having sacrificed a bull or a sheep on 
its bank, the blood of the victim is sulfei^ to 
unite with its waters, but the carcase is carried 
to the habitation of the priest, whose property 
it becomes. The external appearance of the 
god of counsiels, who is generally consulted by 
the people, before any matter of importance is 
undertaken, is a little misshapen figure of black 
earth, which is placed on a red pedestal, adorn* 
ed with cowries, and crowned with lizards, ser- 
pents, and red feathers. Before this idol stand 
three calabashes^ in which are put fifteen or 
twenty balls of indurated earth. When the sup- 
pliant explains his business, and makes his obla- 
tions to the god, the marabut throws the balls a 
certain number of times out of one calabash into 
another, and when an odd number remains, the 
priest declares in his favour, and asserts that the 
deity is propitious to his views. ^Thus have the 
most enlightened and the most illiterate nations 
&llen into religious errors equally absurd ; and 
when we recollect that the wise, the great, the 
learned Greeks and Romans formeriy practised 
the same as the people of Whidah, we ought to 
pity the weakness of the human undo'standing, 
and learn properly to prize the inestimable bles^ 
sings of divine revelation, which alone is able to 
direct the mind in search of religious truth, free 
us from the bonds of superstition, and animate 
us with the substantial hope of an everlasting £&-> 
licity ! 

With respect to the regal succession, the 
crown is hereditary, and passes inviolably to the 
eldest ; yet, on extraordinary occasions, the no- 
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Mbs turngsde^ tiieinse)vies the porvrer of dect« 
ing a ytunger son, as was the case iii the year 
1725. But though the eldest son of the reig^ 
iit^ monan^h is presumptiYe belr to the throne, 
Ite most have been bom after his Other's acces- 
sion, otherwise he is only regarded as a private 
Siib|ect. An invariable and extraordinary cus- 
tmnpfrevuls, that as soon as the heir apparent is 
bom, he is coo^yed to a remote province of the 
kingdoni, and committed to the care of an ob^ 
scure person, who is prohil»ted, tinder pain of 
death, from treating him otherwise than as his 
own <^ild, and from giving him the ^ghtest 
hint of his Ixrth and qua^ty. In this sittiation 
he remfdns till the death of his fetiier, and is 
kept totally ignorant of his destined^-rank ; and 
when a late king was called upon to BU the 
throne, the noUes, who acquainted him with his 
good fbrtdne, feimd their intended sovereign 
feeding the hogs of his sappos^ &ther. 

Several months pass, and sometimes even 
yesrs, b^ore the ymmg king is clowned, oren^ 
trusted with the management of the state ; yet 
during that penod he appears in all the external 
ba^es of royalty ; but his name is not moitioQed 
in any of the public acts* At l^igth, when the 
nobles diink ym sufficiently instructed in the 
constitutioii and laws of his country, to assume 
the rems of government, they procure his ap- 
probation <^ their conduct, md a ratification of 
all ike kws passed during the interregnum, sker 
which they prepare for the coronation of the 
monarch, and the voice of joy, of harmony, and 
congratidation, is heard in every part of the ca- 
pital, and resounds to the extrenHties of the 
Idi^dom. When the ^y appointed for the co*- 
VoL. XIV. N 
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looatioft nmftSf vicfiBis ate sacr^ked to Ae 
great fetiche ; the women of tlie deceaa«d 90¥«- 
leign afe escorted foom die palace by a filie ^ 
musqueteerst preceded bf iMisic, and thetr place 
is supplied by the youngy the handsoTHe, aoid tiie 
gay, in whatever part they oan be foiod* Ti»- 
Hiuituoiis joy resounds throughout the whcrite 
kingdom, and continues &r several succefisive 
days, tili pleasure becomes tastdess, and festivi- 
ty loses its charms. 

The new monarch has no sooner ascended the 
tiirone of his uicestors, than he is immediately 
considered as a divinity, and worshi{q>ed accord- 
ingly. Nevertheless it generally happens, tbaAt 
on his original ignorance and meann^s, he ea*- 
grafts only effeminacy and lewdness ; ajod, Ibr^ 
getting the great object of his elevation, becomes 
only studious to gratify the inordinate desires of 
s^^tite, and to secure the unbounded gratifica* 
tion of his wishes* 

The commerce which Whidah carries on with 
some enlightened nations, has been the means 
of introducing into this country a great number 
of the elegancies and luxuries of Europe, and 
taste and magnificence are displayed in the im» 
perial palace and houses of the nobility. Remote 
countries, also, furnish tl^ir entertainments with 
suitable delicades ; aiul even the most refined 
people would esteem their taUe, equipage, and 
attendance, elegant and splendid. 

In the year 1 737, *an extraordinary rew)kiti<m 
happened in Whidah. Effemioacy 9Bd luxury, 
the effects of ease and affluence, had crept m 
among the inhabitants, formerly so active ^nd 
laborious ; and the king, who had ascended the 
throne at the age of fourteen, had delegated the 
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c owu ein B o£ gowecmaententtiielf to the nobilhT, 
and abasdoiiedfauMdftotndoleiiceafidi^easurab 
These circmnstanccs ftdouilated the brave and 
pottdc long of Dahomey, who possessed an hi'- 
|aiA^<cei»itiy9 and y^^ao had suffered some imme- 
riled XDsolts from the monarch of Whidah, to at* 
tjempt the conquest of the kingdonw He had al- 
ready obtained possession of the neighboiiring 
naticm of Ardrali, vfh^rc he fvoposed to remain 
in peace and tranquillity, had he not been pn>- 
v^ed by the king of Whidah* Truro Andad, 
the wyveveign of Dahomey, commenced his at- 
tack on the most northern province bekMagtng to 
the ^Whidahs, in which a negro chief ruled, whoee 
gcfvomnient was hefedttary* The governor im* 
me^ateiy reqoested succours from the king, 
iphoon his favotirites and courtiers rendered de^ 
to his remonstrances. Finding, therefboe, that 
help could not be d>tained, he took the resolu- 
tion of submitting to Andati ; and his voluntary 
hfMMiige proeured him nuld and fiiyeurable terms 
kaok the cooqueror. 

A &ee passage was thus opened into the 

kmgdom of Whidah, and a river was the only 

ehstroction tfaitt remained between the oonfines 

and the ca|HtaI* The. king of Dahomey eo- 

camped on the q>po6ite bank, in expectation 

that ^>e passage of the river would be diqnUed 

Vf the enemy. In this opinion, however, he 

was mistaken : the superstidous and effeminate 

Whidahs ptectng the whole of their security in 

the interposition and assistance of their gods, as- 

•embled with their priests cm die bank opposite 

^ the king of Dahomey, and having carried 

^her all tlieir moveable deities, sacrificed to 

the grind sca*pent ^^a&er which ceremony .they 
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yetumed to the city, in full assurance that &e 
efficacy of what they had done would impede the 
further progress of the enemy. Truro Andati 
perceiving 3iat the defence of the river was ooin-> 
mitted entirely to the <fivimties of the Whid8hs9 
immediately dispatched a body of troops to- 
wards the capital with colours displayed, and 
amidst the sound of musical instruments* The 
king of Whidah, informed of the approach oT 
the enemy, fled with precipitation from the 
palace, and, attended 'by his court and fe» 
males, retired to an island not far from the 
kingdom of Popo. Great numbers of the in- 
habitants were drowned, in attempting to fol* 
low their sovereign ; and the rest took shelter 
in woods and thickets, where, endeavouring to 
avoid the sword, many of them perished by 
famine* 

In the mean time, the detachment of Daho* 
mans, which had entered the city, meeting with 
no resistance, set fire to the palace, the flames 
of which informed the king of the success of his 
troops. Upon this signal, Truro Andati march- 
ed his whole army across the river, and found, 
what he could never have been brought to be- 
lieve, had it not been proved by ocular demon- 
stration, that a whole nation had abandoned to 
the enemy, their property, their wives, children, 
and gods, without attempting any thing in their 
defence. The Dahomans paid not to the gods 
that regard and veneration, in which they had 
been hitherto held by the superstitious Whidahs: 
on the contrary, finding every house filled with 
snakes, they broiledv them xipon charcoal, and 
said, ^ they had never before dined on divini- 
ties ; but as these gods had often feasted upon 
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ImmaD SAcriices, k was oaly just and retaooa* 
Ue ^at thef also ^hoM treat in their torn." 

Having possessed himself of the capital, aii4 
receVvedrtke subnissioR of 'the pruidpcQ persons 
of \yhidab, the king of Dahomey retuniedy ia 
md^* as weH to i^iider the conquest o( Ar^hvh 
ftiore completey as to prosec^e a ^ar in whidi 
he had be«n engaged with the king \)f Yob» 
I>«riBg this period, «i European, of tlie name 
ei Testesok, to whom had been delegated th« 
masMigefnent of the a&irs betonging to the £n» 
gUsh establkkment in Whidah, conceived the 
idea ef restoring the deposed monarch to his 
thrcme and dignity, j«did communicated his de* 
sign to the king of Popo* That sovereign rea- 
dily entered into the views of Testesole, and 
pronaised to assist him in the execution of his 
f4»i* Accordingly, they raised a body of troops 
under tte commuid of the deposed monarchy 
S3id a &iliilul minister named Ossu* The king 
^ Dahomey received the account of this revolt 
with the greatest astonishment, and wondered 
that a prince, who had been so negligent in de- 
fending his crown and kingdom, shbukl endea* 
vour to regain them by force of arms. Truro 
Andati was at that time in no condition to under- 
take a frj&sh war : he had lost a great number of 
men in an engagement with the king of Yos ; 
tod he had dispatched most of his remaining 
forces to the different parts of the sea-coast- For 
extricating himself, however, out of this difficul- 
ty, he hit upon a stratagem, no less happy in the 
contnvance, than successful in the event* Hav* 
ing assembled a great number of women, he 
caused them to be clothed and armed like 
i^eii, and formed into companies, which had 
N2 
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Omr prap^ ofisersy ctokwrs, and^ flMMc Tfae . 
froDt Uw of eyerjr company was compoied o£^ 
nelly in order to deceive the ^lemyt umI^ i£ ae- 
«efl8aiy> to Bu^jtain the firat ahoclu The Whi- 
dahs being iafccmed of the maivh of this nun 
sierous lUtnyy were alnick with copsteciaticaa 
fOid dianu^t pioportioned to the suddeDneas of 
the evetty and the timidity and effisminacy of 
the people. They immediatdy ahandrmed th^ 
Ung^and fled ; nor could all l^e endeavours of 
that ui^bctunate prince induce them to return t» 
their duty. Truro Andati, therefore, retained 
poflsession ci the kingdom of Whidah, which 
was afterwards governed by a viceroy, d^>0ad* 
ant on the lung of Dahomey ; but the people 
were permitted the use of their religion and 
laws. 

The last kingdom on the Slave CkMSt is that 
of Ardrah ; which is only of very contracted 
limits, and is likewise tributary to the king of 
Dahomey, who reduced this country about the 
same time as that iji Whidafa. It is divided 
into Great and Little Ardrah ; under the for- 
mer is comprehended all the maritime coast ; 
aiid under the latter, the interior parts of the- 
country. . The principal towns worthy of notice 
are Jachen, Oflra, Great Foro, and Asaem. Jn* 
chen, which received its name from the first &c« 
tor re»dent there, is a place of considerable 
extent, surrounded by a deep ditch, and where 
the English and Dutch had formerly settle*- 
ments. Before the subjugation of this kingdom 
by Truro Andati, this city was the residence of 
a phidalgo, or prince, who lodged in a splendid 
palace, and lived in a very elegant style* But 
vthe palace of Jachen was buiuitto the ground, 
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Ite kui^ <»f Dyiomef* To tkc north of thit' 
^ace stands Offira, a conaktereble citf , wher» 
the £ng^sh ud Di^ch have tkigmt sottlo* 
Knent% profxiriioBed to ikut adrantaget they de-r 
ifve fitxn th^ ooiffiiaeffce* Farther north H/t^ 
Great Fcn^o, a popiiloQs though inelegaiit places 
which, however^ contains a curiosity in tfiis pafi 
of the world, namely, an inn fin* the aceoiBBio> 
datkm of tearellers, where the provisions of tho 
oqiwtiy, smd pito bea*> are hiHth pkntifiil and 



Sdtt Norther north is ^ metropolis, caUed 

Assem by the natives, and Great Ardrah by the 

Europeans* This was the aaci^t residence off 

the kings of Aidrah, extMiding five or six 

^leagues in circumference, and containing two 

ry^yal palaces, ccmstructed with taste and mag* 

i^e^ice> and iDtemally decorated with a va* 

^iety.of useliil and onoamental ftimitiire* The 

paduM were spadous and hiid out vidth a gen* 

^luie stnciplidty of taste, wliich was not in the 

least indebted to the rules of art, but which 

seeofted to surpass and leave them att at a reaoole 

distance ; where the elegant parterres, the groves 

and terpentine widks, and the' murmurs of a 

tuioang brocd^ conduced to the beauQr and the 

pleasures of the place. The Euphrates encom«> 

passes me half of the city. The buildings are 

Hi&de oi clay, covered with straw; and the 

streets are kept in the greatest order and neat-* 

ness. The iahidbitanU of this town treat £u^ 

i^ope»» with great dvility and reelect, each 

wtinct nati^i having a sqiarate quarter allot- 

ted them. The Dutch carry on a considerab^ 

^^^ with Ardrah ; and the commerce of the 
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En^Bibin lUs kin^doiB, tkoo^h lets i 
k not less profitably This traffic, which cc 
Mts of slaves, cotUMi«ck>tiis, and a bkie stone 
cfl^ acDii, is settf ed with IJhe toinereigQ or higk 
{meat. Various gifts are presented ioy the ca^ 
tains «f Ekropean Tessels lo tlie king, roy^ laaii-* 
If, andfirmGipal'Ofl^Tscf atatie, for the libeity 
^ traditig. 

' The shMres, who am annnaUf exported, to the 
SBmber of three thousand, are prisoners made i& 
war, ciimiBals whose pmiishments have be^t 
commuted, msolvent debtorif and the wives ««l 
Nhmiona of those who have disobeyed the lao* 
much, and thereby incurred the royal ^s^ea« 
sure. To the kmg ciuefly belongs the gteateat 
number ef these unhappy wretches, who are ex- 
ammod with the uti^ttist circum^ection beiwa 
the bargain is made, and from this group the 
hwne and the matmedare excluded. Those who 
are approved, are then numbered ; and to the 
indelible disgrace of the callous and detestat4e 
dealer in human flesh be it recorded, that a red- 
hot iron is made use of to imprint his name or 
arms on each selected victim, for the purpose of 
preventing any esclipe er exchange. Jhe devot- 
ed victims are then slowed in the holds of the 
ships, where they are suppcHled with bread and 
water, having been jH^viously sUipped nakec^ 
and in tlus miserable c(»idition are exported t^ 
America. Europeans, in all barguns for slaveS) 
commonly pay one half of the price in cowries, 
brought from the Maldives, which are the ^n* 
dpal currency of the kingdom ; the other moi* 
ety generally consists of goods of the manufac* 
tire of their own nation. 
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This IS) in general, a {feasant and ferdk 
country, and produces wheat, miDet, yams, po- 
tatoes, lemons, oranges, cocoa-nuts, and pahn- 
wine« The inhabitants of the sea-coast are em- 
ployed m fishmg and making salt, which is dis- 
posed of in the interior provinces ; while the na- 
tives of the inland parts ^re chieflf engaged in 
sericulture and breeding of cattle ; in the former 
of which occupations they deserve distingubhed 
commendations for dih'gence and indefiitigable in- 
dustty* The air is insalubrious, and &tal to 
European constitutions. Of the several diseases, 
with ^vhich the inhabitants of Aidrah are aflKct- 
ed, the small-pox is the most common and des- 
tructive. The natives, who escape the ravages 
of this dreadful disorder, are robust, healthy, 
and vigorous. They prefer the language of Alg>- 
Jhemi to the vernacular tongue, as being more 
elegant and sweet; but they have no written 
characters of either of them ; though the king 
and nobility speak and read Portuguese with 
great fluency and propriety. The common peo- 
ple make use of a small cord ^ed in knots, to 
each of whkh they affix certain ideas, and by 
means of them convey their sentiments to a con- 
siderable dbtance. 

The dress of the men greatly resemUes that of 
^ Whidahs, though it is inferior both in ele- 
gance and splendour. But the women carry 
their passion for dress to an exorbitant height, 
and are clothed in the finest satins, chintaes, and 
brocades, and adorned with a profusion of gold 
tod other ornaments. Both sexes pay the most 
scrupulous regard to cleanliness, and wash them- 
selves every morning and evening, and at the 
>ttue tune nake the moat libcfal use of perfuio«« 
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and arom^c herbs. The nsoil food of the peo- 
ple GOftsistk of poriL, bee^ mutton^ ^oats* aad 
do|^' fledh, toge^ier with rice, fiiiits, roots, pidsei 
and aU kmds ^^vegetaldes• Thdr bread is made 
kilo cakes ; and tiieir clnef beverage is a sort of 
beer, caUed pito, mixed with wateiv 

Polygamy is here allowed in die utmost iad* 
tude, and the men marry as many wives as th^ 
are able to maintain ; and as the general ci^^ort- 
ment of the women is lasdvioii^ and looae, 
little ceremony is reqmred in obtaining their 
consent. Love, or niher lust, sets att on a k* 
vel ; parity of birth and circumstances, wi<ih set* 
tkments and porttoRS, being neither regnded 
nor required. The uMiktf gtsnerally contract 
their children at nine or ten yete of age ; bat 
consummi^on is defisrred till nature indiGata 
maturity : tlie nuptials are then celebrated with 
gieat pomp, and every species of iicentioQsnen 
is &Uy gmtiiied. But though' a phffahly d 
wives is p^*mitted, adultery is no less fi^ueit 
than in those countries whei« the men aie re* 
stricted to a »ngle female ; and tbe^wom^i, oo 
their part ungmtified in their desires, and neg^ 
lected by their husbands, court the att^tba of 
strangers, by the most wanton anxl indecent be^ 
haviour. Dancing is consideced as die criterion 
of female accomplishments; and so much do 
they esteem it, that semhuoies are establi^ied 
fer their kistructbn in its various figims ami 



Instead of a pubtic burying-place, the native^ 
^ Ardrah are interred m their houses, iaava^ 
appn^riated to that purpose. All ftmeial ot>> 
aequies are peHormed with great pomp and ce* 
aanony. . The4Atcniieait«f ^lelwig^dtffersdiA 
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notlM^ from ^at of his subjects, exc^ tiM 
tliree hkmoi^is aft«r his death, a certito Bttsaher 
of slaves are sacnficed to his laanes, and buHcd 
byhisaiie* 

Thoug^h the Datires of Afdiah aie perhaps tfie 
least addicted to superstition of any peo]^ on 
this coast, the number of their priests is infinite ; 
and persons of the l^ighest disdncdcMi deem it an 
honour to maintain them in their own houses* 
They have some feint and confused notion of ua 
almighty, superintending power, who fixes the 
atva of iJneir birth and death, and is able to con- 
fer hap^ness or mkery in tins world ; but be- 
ytmd the present scene of existence, they form no 
GODcepltons. They are alarmed at the least i^ 
pes^ance of danger ; and having no ictea of a fh- 
ture slate, meet the approaches of death with the 
greatest degree of horrsr aad dismay* The 
mu^ut, or chief priest, who pretends to the gift 
oi prescience, is treated with extreme venera* 
tion and respect. The manner in which he is 
Mieved to foretel future events, is by conversing 
with soi ima$^, i^ut the size of a child, which 
is paihted whtte according to their ideas of the 
devil* The natives asseml^ every six months 
to interrogate diisrfetiche reelecting their future 
ferine, and to offin* sacrifices to the deity ; and 
their questions are answered in a low tone of 
voice, which they am finpiy persuaded proceeds 
ftoni the image* 

The fedches, however, are as ariMtrary as the 
)riH oi the m^o^ut, and consist c^ animate and 
inanimate objects, birds of the air, beasts of the 
^^) mountains, rivens, and rocks* The priests 
exercise the medical as well as the sacerdotal 
^ and are weU skilled in ibit powers of sim- 
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pks imd decoctions. When they find these ex« 
pedients fiul^ and that the patient thereby rec^ves 
no benefit, they assume their sacred office^ and 
prescribe sacrifices and offerings to the ddties^ a» 
tte price of health) and the means of convales- 
cence* 

SECTION IlL 

Gold Coast. 

THE GM Coast, which received its appelhi- 
tk>n from its producing such immense quantities 
of that precious metsd, is bounded by M&g^da 
on the north, by the Slave Coast on the east, by 
the ocean on the south, and by the Ivory Coast 
on the west ; extending about two hundred miies 
akmgthe shores ; The French' ssid Portuguese 
contend for the hcHiour of cfiscovering this coast* 
Some of the French writers insert that this part 
of the world was known to their nation before the 
Portuguese commenced their discoveries. In' 
1382, three ships having sailed fit>m France ar- 
rived at Commendo, and the IbUowmg year the 
French merchants erected a strong fort, where 
the ^lli^ of Elmma now stands. This colony 
continued to increase, and its commerce to flou* 
rish, till the civil wars in France occasioned its 
falling into decay in 1413. 

The Portuguese observing the great advanta- 
ges which tine merchants of Dieppe had received 
by their commerce to Guinea for the space of 
fifty years, equipped a ship at Lisbon under the 
protection of Don Henry, for the sole purpose 
of making discoveries on this coast. The ves- 
sel accordingly sailed from Portugal, and arrivs- 
ing in this port during the rsdny season, the crew 
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lUi»ck of various (fisordersy of which many 
ilied. They resohied therefore to leave so inhoft^ 
Stable a shore, but beiog ignorant of the tides 
and winds prevalent in ^spart of the world, 
were driven (m the bland of St. Thomas, which 
they colonized. The court of Lisbon, eager i^ 
the pursuit of wealth, and ardent in promoting 
the interest of commerce, soon fitted out a fleet 
to strengthen and secure this in^t ^te» In a 
little time they extended their discoveries to Be^ 
nin, and at length arrived at Akra on the Gold 
Coast, and erected &ctories in ctifferent paits. 
Aiiter the death of Alphonso, king of Portugal, 
in whose reign these voyages had been under- 
t^keny John, his successor, established a Guinea 
company^ with excluave privileges ; and the 
profits of this new corporation proving very con- 
«derable, they multiplied their colonies, and 
buik several other forts on the coast. 

In the reign of Henry the third, king of France, 
tntnquilltty bdng again restored to that kingdom, 
the French renewed their voyaged to the Grain 
and Gold Coast ; but such was the terror which 
the Portuguese had excited in the natives, that 
they would scarcely accept any overtures. At 
length the inhaiMtants of Akra, provoked to the 
utmost by the seventies exercised by the Portu- 
guese, attacked the fort situated in that province, 
massacred the garriscm, and rased the walls to the 
ground. The credit of the Poi tuguese immedip 
ately began to decfine ; and from the year 1 57S, 
in which this occurrence happened, the trade of 
other Europeans with the coast of Guinea com- 
menced, and they partodi of that wealth, which 
had been for a l^g time engrossed by a single 
natiim. 
Vol. XIV. O 
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It yras not, however, till 1595, that the Dcttcfa 
made a voyage to this coast, and treating the na- 
tives with g^at civility, offered them a variety of 
goods at a low rate. The* Portuguese endea- 
voured to obstruct the pn^ress of a people, who^ 
they foresaw, would prove dangerous and power- 
ful rivals, and represented them as a nation, 
whose only principle was gain. At length, haw- 
ever, the Dutch, by means t>f their intrigues with 
the king of Sabo, obtained permission to build a 
fort, which was accordingly erected. After ma- 
ny years, and several attempts which proved un- 
successful, they made themselves masters of the 
Portuguese fort at Elmlna. The Dutch having 
thus acquired a powerful ascendency in this part 
of Africa, they established a government perfect- 
ly despotic and tyrannical : they took cognizance 
of all matters, and constituted themselves the 
«oIe dispensers of liberty and property, life and 
descth, to the miserable and servile natives. 

The English began to visit this coast about 
the same period as the Dutch ; but the latter 
having strongly fortified themselves on the coast 
of Africa, they took and destroyed the settle- 
ments of the former. In 1 672, however, Charies 
the second, king of England, formed a corpora- 
tion, called the Royal African Company,^ which, 
in spite of the jealousy and endeavours of their 
enemies, raised the English commerce on this 
coast equal to the trade of the Dutch, and supe- 
rior to that of any other nation. 

The extensiveness of this coast is so great, that 
in sharing such an immense tract of country, 
there was no occasion for Europeans to entertain 
any destructive jealousy towards one another ; 
but commerce resembles ambition, and knows no 
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lidiinds» This competition) however, among the 
Tifiw settlers, has not been entirelf useless to the 
negroes, who have thereby been made acquaint- 
ed with the price and value of European mer- 
chandise, of which they must otherwise have re- . 
mained ignorant ; and they have also by these 
means acquired a profit, which, if it has not ren- 
dered thenx opulent, has at least made them com* 
fortable« But what can compensate for the loss 
of liberty ! or what so dreadful and deplorable, 
as to be torn from their relations, their friends, 
their country, from every thing near and dear to 
them, and to be hurried into a state of misery 
and servitude, worse than death itself I 
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^uri sacra ^mes / 

Will means never be used for abolishing this in- 
human traffic, which is peculiarly disgraceful and 
criminal in the professors of Chrisdanity I 

This coast is divided into several petty king- 
doms, which received their appellation from the 
principal towns : the names of these are Axim, 
Anta, Adorn, Jaby, Commary, Fetu, Sabo, Fan- 
tyA, Acron, Agona, and Aquamboe. 

The canton of Axim produces rice, waterme- 
Icuis, ananas, bananas, cocoa, oranges, lemons, 
tc^ether with other fruits and vegetables in great 
plenty. Maize, however, by reason of the hu- 
midity of the soil, is neither abundant nor excel- 
lent. Rice is exported into the several king- 
^wns of the coast, in return for which the na- 
tives receive millet, yams, potatoes, and palm-oih 
Axim also produces great numbers of black cat- 
tle, sheep, arid goats* The governmeiit <^this 
8taie is composed of two bodies of the natives ; 
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the cdbatxroe9^ or cluef moivand the ma}fc«ror«y 
or ycmi^ men. In this republic^ the cognizance 
of all civil afFsdrs belongs to t4e former ; but 
whatever is of general concern, and may be pro- 
perly called national} equally appertains to both. 
For instance, these two bodies, constituting^ the 
legislative power, determine with respect to the 
propriety of declaring war, of contracting^ alli- 
ances, and imposing taxes ; and form a constitu^ 
tion nearly similar to a British house of peers 
and commons, where no act is passed till the as- 
sent of each is obtained. Murder is punished 
by death or a pecuniary fine ; the formes, is sel^ 
dom executed, except when the criminal is pooiv 
and unable to comply with the demands of the 
judge. The only punishment for theft is resti- 
tution, or the paying of a fine proportioned to 
the quality of the offender. The creditor inay 
seize on the property of ihe debtor doij^le 
the amount of wh^t is due to him \ but the ex- 
ecution of this law being deemed oppressive, the 
most usual method is to setUe the account by ar« 
Utration. Aquamboe, the capital of this statey 
stands uhder the cannon of the Dutch fort, and 
is protected .by a thick wood, which covers the 
whole declivity of a neighbouring hill. The hou- 
ses are separated by groves of cocoas and other 
fruit-trees, planted in parallel lines, and formii^ 
an elegant vista. These avenues, with the beau- 
ty of the prospect, render the Dutch fort one of 
the most desirable setUements in Guinea ; but 
the peculiar dampness of the air, and the insa- 
lubrity pf the climate, greatiy tend to accelerate 
the ha|id of fate. 

The kingdom of Anta is bounded on the north 
by the country of Adorn, on the north-east by 
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Mampo, on the west by Axim, afx! on the south 
and south-east by the ocean ; its exttfit from 
east to west beings about ten leagues. The coun- 
try is mountainous, and coTeral by large trees, 
among which are mfmy beautiful villages. For- 
merly Anta was a potent and populous king- 
doniy and inhabited by a bold and warlike peo- 
ple^'Who annoyed the Europeans by their fre* 
quent incursions. The omtinual wars^ how- 
ever, in which they have been engaged with 
Adoin and other neighbouring states, haTe 
gneany depopulated the country, enfeebled the 
people, and left no vealige of their ancient glo- 
ry* The valfies are ridi ^mi extensive, and the 
land produces plenty of rice, maize, sugar-canes, 
yams, and potatoes. The country is not less 
beautifiil than rich, affording bread, wine, oil, 
and animal fixxl, in great abundance. But with 
the number of the people, the spirit of the few 
lemaining inhabitants is also departed. Des- 
ponding, and abject, they shelter themselves un- 
der the cannon of the Dutch fort, and suffer the 
greatest part of the land to tie neglected and 
without culdvation. It is deplorable to view 
this country in its present state, and to reflect 
on its once fiourishmg condition ; and nothing, 
perhaps, more hilly displays the direful effects 
o£ war, the sins of &11 ambition, and the pride of 
man. 

Sukonda is a pleasant village, noted for the 
mildpess and salubrity of the air. JPormerly the 
French had an establi^ment here ; but, at pre- 
sent, the English and Dutch are the only Euro- 
pean nations that maifitain forts at this j^oe. 
For some time, their commerce was on the de- 
cline, owing to the mutual jealousies of tke 
02 
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Entail ^and Dutch> and to a rivalsh^ that was 
prejudicial to both parties. Their animosilies 
encouraged the naUves, who having driven the 
fermer from the fort, pressed hard on the ene>- 
niY*s rear; upon which the English requested 
the protection of a Dutch shipt which at that time 
lay in the road. ^ Do you imagine/* said the 
captain, ^ that we take any concern in your mis- 
fortunes?" But we must perish then, replied the 
English. " Perish," rejoined the Dutchman^ 
^ and may God have mercy on your souls." 

There are several other European settlements 
in different parts of the kingdom. Eastward 
lies the country of Jot^, the inhabitants: of whidi 
are extremely poor, though the fertility of Ihe 
soil would soon enrich them were they not ex- 
posed to the continual incursions and depreda- 
tions of their neighbours, who spoil and destroy 
what they are not aUe to carry away. Tte 
kingdom of Commendo is only of small extent, 
and formerly made a part of Sabu and Fetu, but 
has since been erected into a separate and dxa« 
tinct monarchy. The prindpal chy, which is 
the residence of the king, and is called GuafFo^ 
is pretty large and populous, and contains about 
four hundred houses. This kingdom produces 
very little rice, but the vallies are feitile and 
agreeable, and the hills covered with wocxi, 
which affords a delightful prospect. The nap 
tivesare hrave and warlike ;' and so numerous, 
that an 'this small kingdom, the monarch can 
raise an army of twenty thousand men'; his orw 
dinaiy body guard being composed of five hun- 
dred soldiei^ It is believed that Commends 
abounds in gold mines, but the king) fearful of 
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exciting the SLTArice of the Europeans^ prohibiti 
^em fiom being worked* 

The hadves of Little Commendo are in geoe* 
ral tarbulenv cunnings deceitfU, an^miK^ ad- 
dicted tosteafing. Theii* entpioynient- cenaisU 
ixi£shing or commenre^ and U>ey act aa brokera 
and factors to tfaeir ndghbours. The pmicipal 
commodities for which there is a demand by the 
negroes o£ Ccanmendo^ are beads, bells, battoni^ 
Hnen-cloths, and woolen stuffs. The former are 
again given in exchange for gold ; tiie latter 
they keep for their own a^arel* The EngUah 
tmd Outch have each a fort witl^ mtnqnet-sfaot 
G^ one another; bat the advantages, winch, in 
tiisie of peace at les^t, in%ht be suj^)bsed to 
arae fiom. their vicinity, are in a great measure 
destroyed by the endless (piarrels and jeakttisiea 
thai subsist between the merchants of the two 
nations* 

The kmgdom of Fetu is bounded on the west 

by the river Bexija, on the east by Sabu, and 

on the south by the ocean ; being one hundred 

and sixty miles in length, and nearly as much in 

bteadth* It was formerly so powerfol as to in- 

^^re ail the neighbouring nations with terrc»v 

iuid to render Commendo a tributary state ; but 

the case is now exacdy reversed, and it has be^ 

cmxie entirely dependent on the latter Idngdom. 

At presoit, the inhabitants are not sufiBciently 

numerous for cultivating, the country, whidi is 

equally fertile and pleasant as any on this coast. 

This kingdom was formerly filled with populous 

^nttages, and exhibited marks of wealth and 

plenty. Grain, cattle, oil, and pahn-ii^ine, coor 

atituted its principal riches ; but the groves which 

^^ed the roads, and. defended the traveller 
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from the rain and the sodrching beams of the 
sun, rendered it pecutiarly pleasant and delight^ 
fill* The name of Cape Coast, b3r which the 
English denominate their chief settlement cm 
thb coast, b thoi^ht to be a corruptt(»i of Cabo 
Corso, the andent Portuguese appellation. This 
cape is formed by an angular point, vrashed on 
the south and east by the sea, on Wich standi 
the English fort. The Portuguese settled here 
in 1610, and erected the citadel of Cc^ Coast, 
on a large rock that projects into the sea* A few 
years ifterwards they were dislodged by the 
Dutch, to whom this place owes its principal 
strength, and who, in tlveir turn, were driven ont 
by admiral Holmes, in 1 664. It is so exceeding- 
ly strong, as well by nature as art, that ^ 
Dutch, under de Ruyter, found it impossible to 
repossess themselves of it ; and in 1673, it ym 
confirmed to the English by the treaty of Breda. 
The African company's gardens at this settle- 
ment are no less than eight mil6s in circumfe- 
rence, and produce every kind of fruit common 
to the most benignant climates. 

In this kingdom, also, is the Dutch fort of La 
Mina, ocSt. George Elmina ; which standing in 
the centre of the Gold Coast, is most commodi- 
ously situated for the purposes of trade, and the 
security of the trader. It is placed on a rock, 
bounded on one side by the ocean, and defend- 
ed by strong bastions. The buildiing is in the 
form of a square, and surrounded by a high 
•tone wall, cannon-pnx^. The town, which 
contains upwards of two hundred houses, is in- 
habited by a more civilized people . than any 
among the other negroes, owing to their less 
restricted intercourse with the European settlers 
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On the north aide, of the river fienja, t>i« 
^Dutch. A&ican company erected the fort of Con- 
radsburgh, on mount St. Jago. They judged 
it necessary to fordfy this hill for the security of 
£lnuna. If this fort be obstinately defended^ the 
eaaemy cannot attack the citadel by land ; .but 
froip the moment they get possession of Coq-» 
radsburgh, they are also mastera of Elmina. 
The form of this fort is quadrangular) >?ith a 
strong bastion at every comer, and a curtain be- 
tween each, twelve feet in height ; and behind 
are four batteries, mounted with forty-eight can* 
noum As tlus is a post of vast consequence, it is 
always well supplied with stores and provisions^ 
and kept in C9nstant repsdr. 

The kingdom of Sahu has not attracted no- 
^ce from its extent, which is only two leagues 
from east to west, and four from north to soutn. 
The productions of this part of Africa, are In- 
&Bn com, potatoes, yams, bananas, orangesj 
lemons, and other fruits ; besides palm-oil, with 
which the natives of Akra and Axim are regu- 
larly supplied. The inhabitants are considered 
as the most industrious people on the Gold 
Coast, and are constantly employed in culd* 
vadng the groimd, or trading whh the Euro- 
t^eans, or Alkanese, who exchange gold for the 
nsh and fruits of Sabu. Fort Nassau, one of 
the principal setdements belonging to the Dutch, 
lies in this kingdom, and stands on a rock, which 
is washed by die sea towards the seudi. It is 
nearly of a quadrangular form, and is provided 
with four batteries and eighteen pieces of can- 
non, and, excepting E^lmina, its walls ar^ the 
highest of any fort on the coast. The prin- 
cipal ornament and strength of the place, how« 
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erWf consists in the towers whkh flank the aiw 
c;les, and are well provided with artillery, small 
arms, ammunition, and stores. 

The kingdom of Fantyn is bounded by Saba 
on the west. At Anamboa the English have a 
fjretty- strong fort* Near Great Cromavtin, and 
not far from Aga, is Fort Amsterdam, which 
bek>ngs to the Dutch, and is a strong and plea* 
sant settlement, commanding a large and pc^Hi- 
lous town, the inhabitants of which exercise a 
variety of employments. The government of 
this kingdom is vested in a supreme magistrate, 
called Braffby who, however, possesses not the 
ensigns or dignity of royalty. He commands- 
their armies in the field, and enjoys more power 
than any other single person in the nation ; but 
his authority is greatly limited by a council of 
the people. The natives are a t)old and in-* 
trepid race, who object not to make use of any 
means, in which thair interest or revenge is coi^ 
cemed. 

Acron, Agonna, and Aquamboe, are the only- 
remaining maritime kingdoms of the Gold 
Coast. In Acron the Dutch have a pretty strong- 
ibrt. The king is despotic The natives live 
imder the protection of the inhabitants of Fan* 
tyn, enjoy perfect tranquillity, and cultivate their 
lands in security and peace. Every year pro- 
duces a plentiful harvest, by means of which 
they supply the adjacent countries with com. 
Harts, hares, partridges, and pheasants, with vsb- 
ridus other kinds of quadrupeds and wild fowl, 
are very abundant. Agonna surpasses Acron in 
extent of territory and number of people, and 
equals it in fertility and beauty. We are told 
that this kingdom w^ formerly governed by a 
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JHromaii) who was possessed of a great and mag- 
Baoimous soul> of much courage and prudence. 
This princess would never consent to many, that 
she might reserve her power undivided ; but she 
kept a young slave, whom she prohibited, under 
pain of death, from intriguing with any other 
woman. She, however, changed him for ano- 
ther, that she might have only one ,at a time. 
Aquajnboe is one of the greatest monarchies on 
the coast of Guinea. The king is abs(4ute ; and 
the natives are haughty and turbulent. The 
BngUsh, Dutch, and Danes, have erected forts 
in this Idngdom ; but their power is very limited, 
being confined within their fortifications, fcom 
whence they maike no other excursions, than 
those which are necessary for commercial pur- 
poses. Adorn is a populous, fertile, and rich 
nation, the government of which was formerly 
monarchical ; but the supreme power is at pre- 
sent vested in a council of six lords. 

Gold is g^nei^y found in the interior parts of 
the country, where the negroes dig pits, and se- 
parate it from the surround'mg mould. It is also 
frequently met with Bear rivers and fells of wa- 
ter, where the vidence of the torrents have 
washed it down the mountains. Immediately 
after a heavy shower of rain, these places are 
visited by hundreds of negro women, furnished 
with calabashes, which are filled with earth and 
sand, and a tedious process of washing and rub- 
bing being performed, they will sometimes be 
found to contain neariy half an ounce of gold, 
but much oftener less quantities, loul frequently 
iH)t a single particle. 

The inhabitants of the Gokl Coast, according 
to the accounts of travellers, are ad^cted to al- 
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mort every Tice : they are cunning and deceit 
fill ; dissemblers, flatterers, thieves, g^ttx>n8,and 
drunkards ; extremely avaricions and incontinent* 
They, however, possess a quick apiM%hension, a 
ready wit, and a wonderfoi presence of mind oa 
all occasions; but they are indolent, lazy, and 
exceedingly fond of singing and dancing. When 
engaged in their amusements, if any should come 
to inform them, that the whole counUy was on 
fire, they wouki reply, "Let it bum." They 
are handsome and well made. They-adom their 
hair with a species of coral, and wear hats of 
European manu&ctu^re^ if their circumstance 
will permit. They encircle their legs, arms, 
necks, and waists, with rings of ^old, silver, ivo- 
ry, or coral ; and they suspend from their waist 
a few yards of silk, or other stuff, which am- 
ceals half the leg. The caboceroes, or grandees, 
are distinguished by having handsome cloth Test- 
ments, deer-skin caps, with strings of coral round 
their heads, and each of them a staff in his hand; 
without which last article, the insignia of his 
rank, no grandee ever appears in public. In the 
articles and disposition of their dress, women of 
quality display great taste and judgment. The 
cloth which depends from the waist, is longer 
than that of the other sex ; they decoratfe their 
hair in an elegant manner with gold, coral, and 
ivory ; circles of which also ornament their 
necks, arms, and legs ; and they frequently vmear 
a silk veil over their breasts. 

In private, the sovereigns of this country are 
distinguished by no marks of splendor ; nor are 
their ordinary fart and accommodations scarcely 
superior to those of their meanest su^ects ; and 
they have neither guards per officers to attend 
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than* BatwlieQev«*tiiefappoirin public, they 
flSMxne all the vpptxntux of cfignitf and royalty, 
ars accompanied by stkKvos^ who carry ambrel- 
hft over their heads, axidare ako aUended by a 
minieroiis armed guard. 

Maraage has but few impedimaits m this 
Gountry, where spontaneity of productioDS gives 
ah»ost cbmmumty of possesnon. If a man fall 
in love with a young female, he has only to ask 
the parents' consent which is sekknn refused^ 
iuiles»the woman be entirely averse to marry- 
ing. Polygamy, in the utmost latitude, is per- 
mitted ; and disgusi on either side is considered 
as sufficient to occasion a separation* The wo- 
men cultivate the ground, and perform all do- 
mestic duties ; whik their husbands indolently 
spend their timeJn drinidng and smoking ; and 
treat their wives, the first and second excepted^ 
i^th little tenderness or respect. The former of 
these is called muHere grtmdj to whom the (eco- 
nomy of the house is committed ; the other is 
named boamm^ and is consecrated to the fedche, 
or household god. 

On the birdi of a child, which is attended with 
Utde inconvenience to the mother, a pnest binds a 
number of cords, bits of coral, and other articles, 
about the head, body, arms, and legs, of the in- 
fant. These are considered as amulets to pre- 
vent or remove sickness and disasters ; nor does 
the child wear any thing besides till he be seven 
or eight years of age, when a small cloth apron 
is substituted. It bas been remarked, and is wor- 
thy of observation, that fewer roa]es than fe- 
males are bom in tJiis country, which may serve 
m some measure to apologize for the universal 
system of polygamy, which prev^ls on this coa^ 
Vol. XIV. P 



,y Google 



160 COLD COAST. 

The fervour of the climate greatly enervates 
the natives, who know little of any manual arts* 
They exhibit, however, much ingenuity in build* 
ing their canoes, which are of di&rent forms aiid 
sizes. They also construct their huts, and make 
ornamental rings for their personal decorations, 
in a curious manner. 

When attacked by any indisposition, they have 
recourse to one of their priests, who administers 
medicines and natural remedies ; but should these 
prove ineffectual in restoring health, he advises 
them to make sacrifices or offerings to the gods, 
and which are always appropriated to his own 
use. When a person dies, all his relations and 
wives commence a hideous howlmg, and the 
youths of his acquaintance, in token of respect, 
immediately discharge fire-arms. The wives of 
a man of quality who is dead, have their heads 
close shaved ; and smearing their bodies vrith a 
chalky earth, they equip themselves with an old 
garment, and sally out into the streets, constant- 
ly repeating the name of the deceased, with the 
most piercing lamentations ; and this ceremony 
is continued every day till the corpse be interred. 
The body of the defunct is put into a coffin, 
splendidly dressed with fetiches of gold, the 
finest cond, and other valuable articles, which it 
is supposed he will have occasion to make use of 
in the other world. Two or three days after- 
wards, the relations and friends of the deceased 
assemble, and the corpse is carried to the grave, 
preceded by the youths, who continue to dis- 
ciiarge their fire-arm.s^ and followed by ai con- 
fused multitude of people, who use different un^ 
couth attitudes and expressions. The corpse 
being deposited in the earth, the company ad« 
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joum to the bouse of the deceased, where they 
are entertained for several successive days* 

Public notice is given of the day appcnnted 
for tbe funeral of a king, not only to his own 
subjects, biit to those of c^her nations, which oc- 
casions an immense assembbige of people. The 
monarch is arrayed in the most s^endid dress ; 
and several ^ves are sacrificed, especially his 
bosom and favourite women, who are to attend 
him in a future state* Such fiiendless wretches 
as are so unfortunate as to be within reach, are 
also added to the celebration of this barbarous ce- 
remony. 

The natives of the Gold Coast, in general, ac- 
knowlec^ge one supreme, self-existent Being, to 
whom they ascribe the attributes of omnipotence 
and omniscience; but, like the other negroes, 
they offer up their adorations, and sacrifices to 
their fetiches* Many among these people enter- 
tain a very whimsical opinion concerning the 
creation ; when, they suppose, the Almighty 
formed black and white men, and gave them 
tiieir choice of two sorts of gifts, gdd and learn- 
ing ^ the blacks, therefore, chusing the former, 
the latter became the property of the whites* 
We have frequenUy had occasion to mention the 
fetiches, which are a ^)ecies of idols, composed 
of different substances, in the different countries 
where the worship of them prevails* On this 
coast, they consist of an ornament worn on the 
head, or any substance consecrated to some m- 
yisible sinrit ; for a piece of a rock, fish, or tree, 
is frequentiy nused to this distinction* Each fo- 
ticheer, or priest, has a fetiche of his own, ! pecu- 
^r in its construction ; but they are in general 
hr^ wooden pipes fiill of earth, oil, Uood, bones 
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of men and beasts, leathers, hair and the like ; 
and these strange compeunds are suj^iosed to 
contain great talisnHmic virtue. Public exercises 
of devotion are sometimes perlbrmed by a ^p^hole 
lown or nation, on account of droughts, floodsy 
or any great calamity, when the chiefs consult 
the priests what means are most likdy to avert 
the divine wrath, and the people scrufmloualf 
perform whatever h^ thinks proper to enjoin. 

The negroes suppose their fetiches endowed 
with intelligence, and possessed of the power of 
bestowing present good or evil ; but tl^ir ideas 
of a future state are various and inconustent* 
Some imagine that after death persons are re* 
moved into another world, where they assume 
the same characters, and Uve in nearly the same 
manner as they had done before, without re- 
ceiving any extraordinary reward for virtue, or 
suffering any punishment for vice ; while others 
believe, that the deceased are conveyed to a &- 
motts river, called Bosiaanque, which is situated 
in a distant inlaiid country, where their god in- . 
terrogates them respecting their moral conduct, 
and whether they have religiously observed the 
days dedicated to the fetiche, abstwned fiom all 
meats on these occasions, and inviolably kept 
their word. If they appear to have acquitted 
themsdves with honesty and propriety, they arr 
immediately wafted across the river, to a land 
abounding with every thing that can contribute 
to their felicity ; but if, on the contrary, they/ 
have behaved themselves impropeiiy, the god 
plunges them into the river, where Uiey are k»t 
in eternal oblivion. 

The natives of this part of Guinea observe an 
extraordinary annual ceremony^ which conaista^ 
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In iKrhat is called banishing thie devil out of their 
townB. Before they commence this strange ce- 
i^moTiy, unbofHided licentiousness reigns for the 
space of eight days ; during which period) the 
^nly preventive of disagreeable consequences is 
to ply the populace with liquors, which keep them 
in a state of stupefoction. "^ When that time is 
expired, the mtiabitants run after one another iA 
a confiised, disorderly manner, and throw stones 
and dirt at the supposed fiend, shouting with the 
most horrid outcries. Having proceeded to what 
they deem a suf&cient distance, they return to 
their houses, 'which their women have washed 
in the 'mean time, and on these occasions scorn* 
every domestic utensil, in cmier to purify them 
from all previous pollution. 

in the inland parts o£ the Gold Coast, cows 
are very numerous, but so small, that a full* 
-grown heifor seldom weighs more than two hun^ 
ilred and fifty pounds, and their flesh is tough and 
"very indifferent food* Sheep are also plentiful, 
but very diminutive ; and they are covered with 
h»r instead of wool. Their flesh does not par- 
take of the taste of mutton : it is dry and lean, 
and is seldom eaten by persons of deficate ^pe- 
tites. In short, all the miiroals on this coast are 
inferior in size and quality to those of Europe* 
Their horses are not sufficiently high for keeping 
a tall man's legs fiom the groiHid. 

Of the mid. animals, the elephants in this 
country are of vast magnitude, being frequently 
thirteen feet in height ^ but they do not appear 
to possess that docility, which so much distin-' 
guishes those in the eastern parts of the world. 
Tigers are very numerous throughout the whole 
of this coast, and more destructive than ail the 

pa 
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Other beasU of prey ; wul a man that caifeMrs « 
^nrood unarmed runs the greatest hazard o£ lo»> 
ing his life ; but they seldom molest the bumaii 
^)ecie^ so long as they can subsist on tl)e fiedi 
of brutes^ Jackalls, wild boars, and ape«r 
idxHind in the wooda» Of the last of these 
there is great variety, some of wtax^ whea the/ 
stand erect, measure five feet in height ; aad 
they are so sagaciou% that the negroes are coa- 
^nced they can speak, but that they are |Mre« 
▼ented from making use of that filicolty, lest 
they should be obti^ to labour. The ouraog^ 
outang is also frequently met with. Amonf; the 
animals common to the Gold Coast, are likewise 
harts, beaut^l antelopes, hares, porcupines^ ei- 
Tets, and wild cats. 

Of the featheted race, the principal are yfnld 
and tame ducks, pheasants of varions sorts, par- 
tridges, snipes, parrots, with other beautiful birds 
peculiar to the torrid zaae* Every river abounds 
with crocodiles and other amphibious animals of 
the same form. Reptiles of various kinds are im^ 
menseiy numerotis, most of which are poisonous; 
but a snake, about a yanTin length, md variejgat- 
ed with white, black, and yellow.^ts, is venom- 
ous in the highest and most extraordinary degree.^ 
There are also serpents of enormous size, and' 
measure upwards of sixteen feet in length, but 
their malignity does not appear pr«^rtiona&de to 
their magnitude. Scorpions ate also in great 
numbers on the Gold Coast, together with c«tid- 
pedes, toads, and lai^ venomous spiders; but of 
all the insects of this country, the ants or termites 
are the most remarkable : they ar^ divide into a 
variety of species of diSerent colours and sizes ; 
they raise hillocks to the height of ten feet, or 
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hailA nests-of prodigiout magnitude on the topi 
of trees, irom whence thej j^^oceed in myriads t6 
the forts of the Europeansy and oblige them to 
leave their beds in the middle of the night* Ne 
ammal oan withstand them, for what is wanted 
,in size, is sufficiently omipensated by numbers. 
In short, the industry, ceconomy, and internal 
Tegulatk>os of these creatures, excke the admira- 
tion of cinery frfutawyhical teavelier<r 



SECTION IV. 

Ivory Cbdat. 

TH£ lyory or Tooth Coast derives its af^eUa- 

tion from the great quantity of elephants' teeth 

which it produces ; and is bounded by Nigrida 

on the north, by the GM Coa^t on the east,, by 

the oc^e^m on the south, and by the Grain Coast 

ea the west ; but it is impos^e to define its 

proper Emits, though it is generally included 

between Cape Palmas on the west, and Cape 

ApoUoEua on the east. It b subdivided into the 

Quaqua, the ^alagantes, and the Ivory Coast 

proper ; in all of which, except near Cape Apol- 

Wn&a, the land is so low, level, and uni£>i*m, that 

it is vrith difficulty any particular place can be 

distinguished. 

The whde country within the limits of the 
Ivory Coast is fertile in rice,, pea^ beans, citrons, 
^yronges, cocoa-nuts, mdr sugar-canes, which 
might be cultivated to great advantage. There 
are also large tracts of land, in which the negroes 
sow Indian ccmi, a species of gnun wluch is be- 
lieved to have been imported hither by the Por- 
tuguese. In short, this dbtrict is the most po- 
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pulous, salubrious, and pleasant, of any on the 
whole coast of Guinea. Palm-wine and oil anfe 
plentiful ; together with a species of fruit called 
by tht natives tombo^ from which they make a 
strong and pleasant sort of wine. The inland 
parts, and especially the mountains, abound with 
such a number of elephants, that the natives are 
obliged to lodge in rocks and caverns during the 
night, in order to secure themselves from their 
attack. They also make use of every possible 
contrivance to defend their plantations from the 
ravages of these sagacious animals, and lay traps 
for them, in which many are caught. There is 
also abundance of cows, sheep, goats, and hogs, 
which are of course exceedingly cheap; and a few 
shillings will purchase a quantity of beef, mutton, 
or pork, sufficient for the maintenance of a family 
for a long time. The coast likewise produces 
excellent fish in great profusion and variety, iiir 
eluding several remarkable ones, among which 
we may enumerate the sea-devil, the zingana, 
and the sea-bull. The first, which is also called 
the homed fish, has a square form, is about three 
feet in length and five in circumference ; the 
head resembles that of a hog, excepting that it 
terminates in a proboscis, like an elephant. The 
zingana is a voracious creature, having a flat 
headj large eyes, and round body. The fins are 
strong, and assist it to dart with incredible rapi- 
dity on its prey. It will devour any thing ; but 
is particularly fond of human flesh. The sea- 
bull is about twenty-five feet long, and propor- 
tionably thick ; the most remarkable parts of 
this fish are projecting angles from its body of a 
hard and hcmy substance,, and so sharp, that a ^ 
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«Mke with xhitm is extremely dangerous. It 
h9& four eyes ; but its fiesh^ though eagei^ 
sought after by the negroes, is very inditferent* 
The natives of Quaqua, or the eastern division 
of this coast, are tall and well-proportioDed, but 
their aspect inspires strangers with disgust ; yet 
they are the most rationad, dviltzed, and polite 
peo^e in all Guinea. They diink a sort of win<, 
mixed with water, to prevent the effects of the 
intoxicating quality which it possesses. Dnu^ 
kenness, indeed, is reckoned by them a crime so 
Ddious and detestable, that it is prohibited by the 
laws under the severest penalties, and even un- 
der psdn of death. ^ They very properly regard 
it as the aggregate of every enormity, by reduc- 
ing men to a level with the brute creation^ 
pron^pting them to infringe the laws of societf 
which it deprives of useful inembers, and de* 
atroying the efifects of the best laws and govern- 
ment* Their manner of livings however,, aocord- 
ing to our ideas of decency and neatness, i$ coarse 
ai^ indelicate. They bml rice, fish, fowl, and 
elephant's fiesh together, whichy being mixed 
widi palm-oil, is esteemed an excellent <^h. 

The natives dislike the European custom of 

embracing one another at parting, or after along 

^>aence, and regard it as an unnatural actioii. 

They consider long nails as ornamental ; and 

ax« fond of long hair. The common people 

wear only a piece of doth round the waist ^ but 

the more opulent are covered vnth a kind of 

cloak that has long sleeves ; weitr icymitars or 

short swords by their sides ; and have their legs 

circumscribed with rings of iron, interspersed 

with bells, in the number <^ which conust all 

tl^ir grandeur and dtgni^. TMt fisaturts of the 
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women are regular and proportioned, aud their 
eyes sparkling ; and they would be conadered as 
beauties even in Europe. Some of the females 
adorn their hair with plates of pure gold, in the 
fiibrication of which t^ere is great emulation 
among the artists* 

' Every son constantly follows the profession of 
his &ther ; and this regulation is so firmly estab- 
lished, and sojnvariably observed, that the -whole 
countiy perhaps does not furnish a single instance 
to the contrary. It is, however, a custom that is 
attended with many inconveniencies, and these 
hereditary occupations are far from promoting^ 
the mechanical arts, the meanest efforts of an 
European being infinitely beyond their imitation, 
and even their comprehension. Like most of 
the other nations, they conceive it impossible for 
a person to discover the sentiments of another 
man by a delineation of crooked characters. 
When, therefore, they have been sent with a 
note, the contents of which were previously told 
them, they have jeeringly inquired of the pep- 
son, for whom it was intended, what it contain^ 
ed ; and being informed, their surprise was in- 
conceivable, and they imagined that white- men 
are favoured with the intervention of familiar spi- 
rits, who interpret to them the'meanii^ of their 
friends. 

The tenets of their religion are nearly the same 
as those of the inhabitants of the Gold Coast, 
and are founded entirely on superstition and ig- 
norance. If they revere their priests, theip res- 
pect arises less from their esteem of the order, 
than of the o^union they entertain of the annex- 
ed dignity. Indeed, they are fully persuaded, 
that maj^c and necrpmancy are qualities and 
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powers inseparable from majesty and the priest- 
hood* The king of Saka, near Cape Laho, ob- 
serves annually a certain mysterious ceremony in 
honour of the sea, which is the tutelary deity of 
the king^m. 

But whatever opinion may be formed, relative 
to the religion and manners of the natives of 
Quac^a, certain it is, that their extreme regard 
to trade, and the assiduity with which they cul- 
tivate commerce with fordgn nations, are proo& 
of their abilities and underst^iding* On the ar- 
rival of an European ship, Ihey flock round in 
their canoes, crying Quaqua I Quaqua ! from 
which expression they derive their names, and 
one of the most adventurous among them goes 
on board* The anxiety of the rest then becomes 
extreme, and they move their heads and eyes as 
if impatient of knowing the &te of their com- 
panion, nor vrithout the greatest difikulty can 
they be pt^vailed on to go on board. They ge- 
nerally, indeed, oblige the captain to put sea- 
water into his eyes, being firmly persuaded that 
should he violate Uits solemn engagement, the 
ocean will punish him with the loss of sight* 
On their wde, they enter into no promises, and, 
therefore, Europeans are generally on their 
guard to prevent any fraud or sudden attack, and 
only admit a certain number of Quaquas at a 
time. One may^ easily apprehend the difficulty 
and tediousness of trading with a nation so timo- 
rous and mistrustful. The ignorance of their 
language, too, adds greatly to the inconvenience 
arising from the timidity of their dispositions^ a* 
every thing must be transacted by signs, and a 
certain quantity of merchandize is usually plac- 
ed near the gold aUd ivory intended Ui be ex- 
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ofaangtd* . BiVBODtfl, however, tore coutdeiefaife? 
inflaenoe in iotpirtng them Willi ooofidence; aod^ 
in gi^ieralt. even the most opulent negee.will r»« 
oeive withr indientions of g^nlkude unf tiiiingpaiw 
dele of European manufacture, as ifibe connd-- 
ered It as'a ple^ of esteem and fe^>ectk 

The usual articles of commerce on this coast 
ar^ cottoiM:laths, ivory^ gt^-^dust, and slaves.^ 
The negroes of the interior parts esdiibit much 
skill and industiy in manu&cCUring cotton-clotlH 
whidi iseactremely &ie and beauti^lly^ coloured^ 
The whole country beyond Quaqua fumishas 
vast quantities of elephants' teeth, the finest ivoiy 
in tlie world. This, and the odier prodoctiens 
of this part, being brought to the sea-ooast, aro 
purchased l^ the English, French, and Dotchy 
and sometimes also by the Danes and Porta* 
guese ; and the European commodities, which 
the negroes accept most willingly in exchange^ 
are the same that are made use of in other king- 
doms of Guinea* 

Europeans have no regular estaibK^ments on 
this coast ; but mariners very much frequent ^e 
mouth of St« Andrew, which is a spacious and 
deep river, augmented near its influx into the 
ocean by the junction of another stream* The 
entrance of this river is surrounded with lofty 
trees, verdant meadows, and ferUle fields of im*> 
mense extent. Nature seems to have intended 
this place for a fortress, which would require no 
other defence than its situation. It consists of a 
peninsula formed of a hig^ and level rodL, and 
inaccessible on almost every side* On sailing 
farther up the stream, the fields and meadows 
are watered by pleasant, meandering streams, 
that fertilize tbe ground, and render it prodac- 
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live in every species of grain, fhiitS) and roots s 
bat eft|ieeiaily in maice, miUcI^ rice, melons, and 
various kinds of pulse. The eye is also gratified 
with the sight of beautiful gioYes of citrons, 
oranges, and linies, the boughs of which are so 
closely interwoven, that the several fruits fre- 
quently appear to be the |»^oduce of the same 
tree. Tb^ sugar-cioie, with innumerable fruits 
and flowers, springs up and Nourishes in this 
scmI ; but they aie la general abandon^ to the 
devastatkm of wild besmtSj to whom they afibrd 
an agreeable alid commo^ous retreat. 

The personal appearance <^ the nadves of 
this part of the^xiast is nearly similar to that ^ 
the Quaquas, and the women possess ^e same 
regukuity of features, sparkling eyes, and ele* 
gant teeth. The men are neither deficient in 
courage nor understan^ng ; but the European 
merchants having carried off some of diem, 
they have become equally timid and jealous with 
those already described ; nor cmi any importum- 
ty (Mrevail with them to enter a vessel, till the 
captain has made use <^ die ceremony of bath* 
ing his eyes in sea-water* This rite is recipoo* 
eaily performed, and seems intended to denote, 
diat if they violate their &ith, or neglect to ful- 
fil their compacts with honour, they wish the 
waves may for ever close their eyes, and deprive 
them oi sight. They are extremely partial to 
&e same ornaments as the Quaquas, particular- 
ly littie bells, wlndi they fasten round their 
^rms and legs, and which produce a jingling that 
inspires them with gaiety, and gives agility to 
their dancing ; a diversion the negroes in g0ne- 
'^ are excessively Ibnd of practising, ami in 
which they lurive at such proficiency, that the 
Vol. XIV. Q 
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best European figure-daticers might learn fix>ni 
them attitudes ai^ posture^ that would not diis- 
grace their art. 

The elephants in this couiitiy must be of an 
enormous size^ as some of their teeth weigh up- 
wards of two hundred pounds. Slaves and gold 
are also disposed of in great plenty ; but Euro* 
peans are never able to learn in what manner 
the latter is procured by the maritime natives, 
who observe an inviolable secrecy on the subject. 

There is a kingdom on this coast, named Gui- 
omere, which in 1703 was governed by a queen 
called Assamouchon, who was greatly respected 
by her neighbours, and beloved by her subjects. 
This princess being of an active and warlike (fis- 
portion, disliked the authority of a husband, 
and spent her whole time in the camp, and in 
commanding her armies* Such was the conduct 
and good fortune ci this queen, that she was not 
unsuccessful in any enterprize, nor was the sma^ 
est advantage ever gained o\'er her troq)6, either 
by negroes or Europeans. By means of a che- 
-^er Damon, she entered into a treaty with the 
French, which continued, without the least in- 
'fraction, during the greater part of her life. 
This princess was such an admirer of the lively 
and polite humour of tiie people of that natioDf 
^hat she frequently declared she would rather be 
a subject of Finance, than sovereign of any other 
European state. The Idogdom of Guiomere is 
of narrow limits towards the sea, but of con^e- 
rable extent towards the inland parts of the coun- 
try : it is also populous, and famous for its com- 
merce. 

Serpents thirty-six feet in length, which swal- 
low men entire, are to be met with in this part 
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x>t Africa* Here also are furious tempests, ac« 
companied mth dreadful storms of thunder and 
lightning, and prodigious &tlls of rain, which are 
succeeded by almost total darkness* Wlien 
these tornadoes happen in the summer, they are 
less dangerous than in the winter season ; but 
they are then more inconvenient, as they are fol- 
lowed for several successive days by cold rains, 
which are heavy beyond description. During 
the winter months, the ships in the road are in 
the utmost danger, and mariners have every 
thing to dread from the fury and impetuosity of 
these hurricanes ; but nature has kindly provid- 
ed for their security, by giving certain notice of 
the approach of the tempest. The Portuguese 
have given the appellation of terrem to a violent 
land-wind, which blows from the east about 
Christmas and Midsummer. The storm rises 
with such fury as immediately to suppress the 
sea-breezes, and frequently continues four or five 
days. During that period, the sun becomes to- 
tally obscured, the sky dark, and the air extreme- 
ly cold and dense. The negroes are very sensi- 
ble of this change in the atmosphere, and shiver 
as if the paroxysm of an ague had seized them. 
Even the brute creation can ill support the in- 
toise cold, which at that time pi^vails ; aud 
goats that had been exposed to the air only four 
hours, have been found dead. 

. SECTION V, 

Grain Coast. 

; THE Grain Coast, which also receives the 
name of Malaguetta, derived its appellation from 
the Gqious production of pepper, that constitutes 
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its real wealth, is contained /betv'een the fiv^T 
Sestos and the village of Greva, about a league 
to the west of Cape Palmas, and extends £mr a 
«pace of fifty-five miles along the shore. The 
largest and most populous town on this coaat is 
called Great Sestro or Sestro Paris, the latter of 
which appellations itreceived from the merchants 
of Dieppe in France, who had a fectory at this 
place. The houses are constructed in a square 
or circular form, raised four feet from the ground^ 
and ascending by a flight of steps. The town 
also contains a council-chamber, in which the 
principal men of the place assemble, and debate 
on public affairs. Business is no sooner ended 
than the king and his subjects drink and smcdie 
together without distinction ; and the monarch 
lays aside the badges of royalty, and reduces him« 
self to a private station. The continual exhala- 
tions, caused by the action of the sun on the 
rivers and sea-coast, are supposed to occasion 
malignant and putrid fevers, which are very 
prevalent in this part of Africa, and are peculi* 
arly fatal to Europeans. 

The plant, which produces the Guinea pepper, 
grows to the height of a shrub, and attaches it- 
self to some neighbouring tree, in the manner of 
ouc ivy. The 1^ is of a great length, soft and 
pointed, and, during the rainy season, possesses 
a pleasing odour ; soon after which it fades, and 
loses both its beauty and flavour. If the buds 
are bruised between the fingers, they leave an ^ 
agreeable flavour, like that of a clove. Beneath 
the leaves, and all along the stalk, are filaments, 
by which it adheres to its supporters ; but the 
flower cannot be described, as it buds in those 
seasons when no commerce is ctoried en wA 
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the coast. The frmt, however, is in the form of 
figs, and of various sizes, according to the quality 
and cultivation of the soil ; and is contained in 
long, slender, and red pods, separated into tcmr 
or five cells, and covered hj a thin rind, to 
which the negroes attribute a poisonous quality. 
Besides this valuable article of commerce, the 
Grain Coast produces a species of fruit, very 
much resembling the cardamom, and pimento ; 
the latter of which is exceedingly abundant and 
cheap. Ivory and slaves form also a part of the 
trade of this country. The other productions of 
this coast are bananas, dates, lemons, and orang* 
es, with several sorts of pulse, and abundance 
of fine palm-trees. Domestic animals, such as 
cows, hogs, sheep, and goats, are also very 
plentiful, with most other creatures common to 
Guinea. 

. The natives of this part are grnlty of no ex» 
cess in eating or drinking, but appear temperate 
and abstemious on all occasions. They admit 
the Europeans to commit familiarities with their 
women ; sdid even invite them to participate in 
the embraces of their wives and daughters. They 
possess one quality in common with all other ne- 
groes, which is a propensity for stealing, especi- 
ally from strangers and foreigners. They are, 
however, obliging and civil, and will perform the 
most important services for a trifling reward. 
They are of a tall statute, robust, well-proporr 
tiooed, and have a martial aspect ; and their cou- 
rage, as appears from their frequent incursions 
into the neighbouring territories, corresponds 
with their appearance. The sole employment of 
many of the negroes on this coast, is fishing ; 
and every morning large fleets of canoes are seen 
Q 2 
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ranged along the shores tm that budihessw TbC%> 
dress consists only of a piece of cloth feuMen^ 
found their Waists* 

The Matagnetta language is sd esctremely cK^ 
ficQh and peculiar in its idiom, that non^ of their 
neighbours are capable of interpreting it, whidf 
renders comiherce disagreeably tedious, and to 
be transmitted by signs# Some of the natives are 
excellent mechanics, especially the smiths, wM 
perfectly understand the art of fkmpieril^ sCe^ 
and other inetals, and are well acquainted wilfi 
the mode of ^bricating arms. Experience had! 
fdso taught them many useful improvements i^ 
agriculture, particularly with respect to the c«it* 
tivation of rice, millet, and pepper ; tliet:hief a^« 
tides of their trade and subsistence* Their nnfOK 
narch, whom they caH Tabaseil, exerts an arbi« 
trary power over his subjects, and when he ap^ 
pears in public displays great pomp and magni- 
ficence : his people regani him as a superior be-^ 
Ing, and implicitly obey his injunctions fix>m A 
natural awe and submis»on« 
; their religion is paganism, but they haVfe 
some confuse^ and obscure ideas of the immor* 
tality of the soul, and of a ^iture state of exiist^ 
ence and retribution. They welcome the nef# 
moon with festal songs, and other demonstra* 
tions of regard, which are the only external 
marks of adoration among them. When an 
opulent person des, his wives commence the 
most hideous lamentations, which give notice of 
the event to the whole neighbourhood ; upon 
which all the other women of the place resort td 
the house, in order to mingle their bowlings to- 
other. The fuvotirite of the deceased always 
vtistinguishes herself above the rest by jthe Uaj^^ 
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I oF her coni{)laiiitEH and wiiose ^sprtaKAsm of 
iOTTOW are perli«p$ alone sincere. Suddenly % 
pause of «lence interrupts this Aflnal Boise,^uid 
by way ei interhide, one of them recstes the Wr- 
tues and noble actions of the de&nct;.aAar in'bkk 
they resume thdr voc^rations with redoubted 
vehemeiioe. The nmntdom^ or priests^ having 
exanuned the corpse, and ascertained that the 
^rson is dead, ^g a ghave siiflk:iently large ht 
containing twiTbodies, and the principal mk is 
interred with her decease husband. During 
the latter part of this barbarous transaction, a 
prcSoKtad alence reigns dirongh the >Pfhole as- 
msnMY ; mndaa soon as it b conchided, they de- 
part with tiie same tran^lfity lis if nothing exw 
laraordininy hiid ha{^ned» 

The French were the first that carried <» trade 
with this coast, and some traces of their resi- 
dence still exist. Maiiy of the inhabitants also 
have had French simames here^tary in their &• 
milies for at least more than a century. They 
were s^so taiught to assume tlte names of samts^ 
siidi as Peter, Fsaik John, and Asidrew.— The 
Portuguese cBspossessed the Fr^tch of theu* 
bommeree with tlm coasit, and alsto with ^le rest 
of Otaioea. Daring a number of years, they ex^ 
tTcNed a despotic authority over tl^ natives ; bmt 
^e great advanti^s which the Portuguese derivw 
ed from tfaAs*trade, having excited the emuw 
lation of the.f^tishand Dutch, their power was 
«tb^ed to give way to the move wariike and coia^ 
merciai spirit of these rivals. By degrees they 
became dispossessed of alliiheir settlements, and 
i>^i^ compelled to retire into the interior parts 
of ttie country, resolved, as a last efibrt, to unite 
^^Knoaaelvea to the natives by marriage i from 
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whence sprung that mixed progeny, who are 
known by the name of mulattoes. These c^urrf 
on a great trade, and woi:^ render it more ex« 
tenuve, were they regularly supplied with Curo^ 
peangoods. 

CHAPTER X. 

NIGRITIA, or Negroland, is an extensive 
tract of country denominated from the co* 
iour of its inhalMtants, and included between the 
river Senegal and Guinea* It is divided into se- 
veral large and populous kingdoms. 

SECTION I. 
^erra Leoncu 

SIERRA LEONA was an appellation given 
to some mountsdns on the coast by the Portu* 
guese, on account of the great numbers of lions 
&at frequented them ; from whence this tract of 
f errit<Hy received its name. Its exact bounda* 
ties have never been iHx>perly defined, though it 
is generally understood to be comprehended be- 
tween the Grain Coast and Cape Verga. 

Scherbro is a lai^e and c^>acbus river, m 
which vessels of great burthen frequently pro- 
ceed to a very considerable distance, and which 
is supposed to have its source in Upper Ethiopia. 
At the mouth of the river stands an island which 
has tlie saipe appellation, and produces great 
Abundance of rice, maizo^ yams, banasias, pota- 
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tot^ Jxkdiaxk fig8) anftnas, citronsi orangeS) water- 

Ihehmsy whfa a irarietjr of oAer fruits and rooti» 

Fine praxis are found in an ofster on. the shore | 

but the fishing for them is rendered extremelf 

flangeioas l^ the number of crocodiles, aUig»» 

tors, and shaHis, which infest the moudi of the 

river« The inhabitants are pagans^ but practise 

the Jewish rite of drcumci^on* Cape Mesura« 

do is a peninsula, which is seen at the distance 

of several leagues, and has the appearance of a 

high mountain. On the banks of a river of the 

same name, is a plain of great extent, covered with 

villages, and abounding with a great variety of 

quadrupeds, such as oxen, cows, sheep, hogs, 

deer, hares, antelopes, and many others, and » 

unquestionably one of the most fertile and beauti* 

ful spots in the universe. It produces pine-ap* 

pies, citrons, lemons, oranges, with all the rich 

fruits of Europe, Asia^ and America. The air. 

is temperate, and the spring waters co<^ and re* 

freshing ; and, in short, the country in the neigh* 

bourhood of Cape Mesurado resembles a panip 

dise. 

The inhabitants are not unworthy of;enjoying 

such a situation ; for they are a mild, generous, 

friendly, assiduous, and disinterested people, and 

their labour is the result of reason, not of anu 

rice. Their chief occupation consists in the cul* 

tivation of the land, and in the making c€ salt | 

in which last article tliey pay a certain tribute to 

the sovereign of Quaja, to whom they are sub* 

Jtct. The miseries of war are but little knowii» 

and in all disputes they seem to prefer pacific 

conventions to the decisons of arms. Polyg»* 

my is allowed them without any limitations; and, 

^ the females are equalfy kMrious wUh the 
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males, the intere&t of the husband is proportiQl^<» 
ed to the multiplicity of his wives. Children of 
both sexes go naked till the age of puberty^ 
when those of distinction begin to wear a cottoa 
cloth, which depends from the waist ; but the 
common ranks remain during all tlieir Hires in 
their primitive state. None, besides the iung, 
his court, and the officers of his household, go al- 
ways clothed. Bracelets, and rings of iron or 
copper, are worn" round the wrists and leg^s of 
the women, with small silver bells, which are 
esteemed very ornamental. 

The most common dress among people of 
condition of both sexes, is the toftii, which is 
made of woollen cloth, and manufactured by 
themselves. Both males and females take great 
pains in decorating their hair, -which has a wool- 
ly appearance, with little plates of gold and other 
metals; and this employment occupies all the 
time they can conveniently spai^e from their avo- 
cations and amusements. The women endea- 
vour to attract attention by painting their faces, 
arms, and legs, with circles of various colours ; 
the agreeable diversity of which is considered as 
the principal criterion of female taste and ele- 
gance. The ornaments of the men are also of the 
same kind, and differ only in the size of the rings 
and bracelets, which are fastened round their 
arms, legs, and fingers. The poorest negro has 
some of these decorations, and their number is 
increased with the wealth and vanity of the wear- 
er, and constitutes a principal distinction of rank. 

The accommodadons of the nadves are meant 
but peculiarly neat and clean. The royal palace 
and houses of the great and opulent are con- 
stnicted in oblong squares^ having one story 
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floored, and being so closely covered with the 
leaves of the pahn, that they are rendered per- 
fectly secure against the heaviest rains and the 
most scorching beams of the sun. Each of 
these buildings is divided into a number of apart- 
ments ; one of which is a hall of audience, sur- 
rounded ivith sophas raised about a foot from 
the floor, and covered with elegant mats of 
palm-leaves, beautifully diversified with an in- 
finityi of colours ; on which the more opulent 
of the people doze away life, reclining their 
slug^sh heads on one of their favourite women, 
or eating, drinldng, ov smoaking, with their se- 
lect companions. In their manner of eating they 
appear to be more civilized than most other ne- 
groes : they have plates and dishes made of 
ivory, and kept extremely neat and clean ; and 
that their elegance may be uniform and con- 
sistent, their kitchens are separated from their 
habitations, lest they should be incommoded by 
the heat or smoke, which attends the preparation 
of victuals. 

It is observable that the language of the ne- 
groes undergoes a gradual change, as v^ pass 
worn east to west. Arts and sciences being en- 
tirely unknown among them, they make use of 
only a few wprds, which are sufficient for ex- 
pressing the necessaries of life ; and hence, per- 
haps, exists that silence which has been remark- 
ed in ail their public assemblies and entertain- 
ments ; th^r ideas being insufficient to enliven 
conversation, or to furnish matter for discourse* 
Travellers observe that the same sounds fre- 
quently occur in a short speech ; and that their 
8ong^jiire only a repetition of five or six words. 
It 18 idso no less difficult to obtain proper ideas of 
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their reiigion) which would appear to l)e « mi jc- 
ture of Mahomctanism, idolatrf) and supersti- 
tion* ^ Let the Europeans/' say some of them^ 
^ adore a God, who is so good to them ; for us^ 
we ofler presents to the devil alone> because he is 
able to injure us*" 

The government) which possesses mildness in 
the extreme, is strictly arktocratical ; aU public 
business being transacted by a majority of the 
grandees, and the king only assuming the exe-* 
cutive part. The £urq)eans who trade hither, 
buy up large quantities of cotton-cloth, the nnan- 
uiacture of this country, fine mats, and ivoiy, 
which is not inferior to that purchased in Guinea; 
as well as the skins of lions, tigers, panthers, 
and various other wild beasts, with which the 
mountains abound. This coast also aiibrds five 
or six hundred slaves annually ; but they are ge^ 
nerally such as are bought or obtained in ex- 
change from the king of Mandingo, and the so- 
vereigns in the interior parts of Africa ; for the 
natives are prohibited from enslaving any, ex- 
cept criminsJs,^ho are sold to the traders in hu- 
man flesh for the emolument of the mc^arch* 
^ Between Cape Mesurado and Sestos, is a de- 
lightful river called Rio Junco, the banks of 
which are clothed with perpetual verdure, and 
exhibit beautiful groves of oranges, limes, and 
other fruit-trees* This part rf the country, 
which is denominated the kingdom of Mesura- 
do, is very populous, and the villages stand so 
near together, that they resemble one large town. 
Though the laws of proportion are disregarded 
in the erection of particular houses, their cities 
exhibit the greatest order and regularity, and 
ure so analogous to one another> that they can- 
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not be dktinguished but l^ the mirtoiiQdiog 

<:oimtty« The it^ palace diiferB only in ex* 

tent, and m the number of apartments, from the 

liabitations of private persons. The manners of 

ttie natires are simple ; and they are endrely ig- 

ncM^anr of the arts of luxury and refinement* 

Tfaeir religion consists of the grossest idolatry^ 

without any £xed principle of adoration* Ti|e 

most constant object of worship is the tun^-io 

which luminary they sacrifice, and make offer* 

ing^ of palm-wine, oil, fruits, and various ani* 

n^su Formerly, human victims were also slain, 

iti honour of this deity ; but that cruel practice 

has ceased, since commerce has demonstrated 

Ibat their interest conasts in the multi{^city of 

their slaves and prisoners, whom they dii^se of 

to the £urq)eans* 

North-west of Scherbro is the great river 
l^rra Leona, which is said to be near three 
leagues veide at its entrance, but a short way up 
{the channel it is reduced to the breadth of a 
mngle mile* It abounds with fish, but is neat- 
ly infissted wit^ crocodiles and alligators. The 
l»nks are adorned with large and beautiful 
trees ; and.the river, in its course, forms several 
delightful islands, covered with palms, from 
^hich the natives make great quantities of wine. 
The country to the south of this river is ex- 
tremely mountainous, and is properly denomi- 
nated Sierra Leona, or the Mouniama of the U- 
oiw ; wMle on the north it is low and fiat, where 
the heat of ^e sun, before the noon-tide breeze 
springs vpj is almost intolerable. In ^^eral, it 
ift reckoned an unhealthy climate to Europeans ; 
^9nd the continual thunder and rain, with a su£fo- 
VoL. XIV. R 
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eating air that prevsals during foor mcmtfis mte 
year, produce the most fetal efiects, espedaDf 
on the constitutions of strangers ; nor are thef 
innocent with respect to the natiyes, who are ob- 
liged to' confine themsel^s in their chimibem 
for several days successively, in order to avoid 
the pestilential infection of the «ttnH>spheie» 
Sometimes, also, tornadoes produce a^ful and 
'astonishing scenes ; in which the sun is veiled 
-In mid-day si^ndour, and the most tremendous 
and pitohy darkness succeeds in his ^iact ; and 
^he fece of nature seems wholly changed. But, 
however these scenes may affect the minds of 
utrangers with terror and amazement, custom 
has rendered their ai^)earance a xnatter of in- 
difierence to ^e natives, who contempkte the 
dreadful changes of nature without any parUca* 
lar emotion* 

The soil is extremely fertile, and the whole 
country, on each side of the river, [Hxxiuces such 
quantities of rice and millet, as amply to suj^ 
the natives with food ; besides which lemooSf 
oranges, bananas, and citrons, are in great plen- 
ty and arrive at vast perfection^ In the interior 
parts, and &rther up the river, ananas, Indian 
figs, water^mebns, white prunes, cassava, and 
difiereiit sorts of pulse, are also produced in 
great abundance. There are, likewise, fowls, 
hogs, hanes, and deer, that may be pb^ned in 
barter for a little brandy, a liquor to which the 
inhabitants are extremely partial. The moun- 
tainous parts abound vrith elephants, lions, tigers, 
apes, and monkies ; the last of which are ex- 
ceedingly numerous, and one species of tbemt 
called the barry, .walks erect, grinds its rice or 
millet, and, in short, possesses all the dociieaod 
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tefciUidYe qua&de^ofthe &moiis oumng-ootang. 
'nie woods abound wkh serpent* of the inost as- 
tont&hiiig diiBeiifttoBa ; and also afford a retreat 
to^ «ua inmiite number of parrots, paroquet% and 
^curious other beauti^l and curious tMrds, which 
skT^- not caught without much difficulty^ by rear 
3oni. of the thidmess of the copses. In this part 
o£ the country . grows a tree resembling a beech, 
TfrHlch the. negroes call agpn, and with the fruit 
o£ which they poison their arrows, and render 
tliem mortal. 

The oatrves bordering on the Sierra Leona 
lia.ve more prot\;terant noses, and less dark com- 
plexionsi than most of the n^ghbouring n^roes* 
T*hey suspend a number of toys from their ears, 
and they mark their &ces with hot irons. , In 
it%^ decorations of their persons, they imitate 
l^e nations on the banks of the Scherbro ; but 
ttoae- of rank appear in public dressed in long 
flewwg robes of striped calico, after the Moorish 
fashion. They are malicious, turi>ulent, and 
jealous in their dispositions, and always engaged 
in quarrels a&d disseniuons among themselves, 
or with their European neighbours, who are con* 
tinually exposed to their insults and depredations. 
On the other hand, from an aversion to gluttony 
and drunkenness, they are extremely sober and 
temperate in their meals, and free from volup- 
tuous passi(ms« Every town is provided wiUi 
a public school, in which the young women are 
taught singing, dancing, and other accomplish- 
ments, under the inspection of a matron of no- 
Idebii'th. 

. For the adjustment of cQsputes, the chief per- 
sons of a village meet in a place called a palaver 
or hfiUf where the plaintiff and djefendant being 
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candidly hen^» and tiie matter foB^ disrasBcd, 
the equity of dve case is' detevmmed by a nxa- 
j^yrity of the judges. If a person has been de<^ 
fhoided-by his ne^hbour) custom has rendered 
it lawful, tiiat he may seize witliout legal pa^ 
cess as much from> the oflfender as '^xli cotnpeii^ 
siite his loss, but he must prove before the chie^ 
to the satis^ction of the court, th$Kt he hsis iKit 
dUttaified lor more thaii' he was en^tted to re- 
cover* 

Their huts are generally of a cifCtiiaF fimn, 
wifth spacious areas In the middle, t^e^ntrcmces 
paved with oyster and oOckle shells, and two or 
three crossed erected hi <U#erent parts ; the- whole 
being surrounded i^ith lime, pine-^pple, and 
plantain trees. 

We ar^ informed that in the kingdom of Co- 
pee, tJie royall dignity was hereditstry In the same 
hm^i and that the youngest ^n succeeded to 
the throne ; but on a deficiency of~maie heirs» 
the nearest of kin was elected sovereign* 
When this happened to be the case, the nobi- 
litf visited the elected monarch at hishooset 
where having bound his-hands^ they carried Itdm • 
to the palace, amidst crowds of people, who d^ 
rided, insulted, and even struck him with rodii. 
This ceremony was intended to intimate to tii6 
king, that tliis was the last time he wotdd e^t 
witness the resQ incMations of- his subjects. 
The eldest c(mnsellor then har^gued the popu-^ 
lace in favoiir of the new king^ to whom he gave 
a hatchet) sigiiifying thereby ^at it was the in- 
dispensable duty of a sovereign, to punish crimes 
which are injurious to the interests and Wdfere 
cf society. 

In the year I7fiir, a number i^f EagKsh gtW^ 
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Ifemen sbbflcribcd a few thousand pounds^ aaa 
fond for ^isaislmg Bome kundreds of negroes thai 
Uk Xdondon, to settle at Sierra Leona, where a 
t^onsidembk district of land had been e&d^dbj 
the native chiei^ for that purpose* The ^^rand 
object of this settlement was to promote civiliza* 
tton in A&^ca, and thereby prqiare the way for 
the total: abolition of slavery* Notwithstandii^ 
the difficulties with which this io&nt colony had 
to contendi it has since that time very conside- 
rably increased, has been incorporated by act of 
parliament undear the name of the Sierra Leona 
Company, and the principal place of the settle^ 
xnent is denominated Freetown. They hav^ 
endeavoured to diffuse the knowledge of Chris* 
tianity among the natives, many of whose chiefs 
have been induced to s^kI their sons to the colo- 
ny fi>r instmctkm. In short, by means of this 
settlement, the declension of the dave trade in 
the neighbourhood of Sierra Leona has been ve- 
ry great ; and it is supposed that not more than 
one fifth of the usual number of slaves are now 
carried off the adjacent ooast. For the honour 
of Great Britain, and the cause of humanity, 
ve earnestly wish that thb risitxg colony may 
produce the AH and desired ef&ct, and that the 
4»vilizati(Hi of Africa, and the gradual abolition of 
slavery, may at last be the .result of this bene- 
^Client estabHshmenti 

SECTION U 

Fmtlahj Mmouy Quojaj and Folgia» 

THE Foulah kingdom is situated to the north- 
«ast of Sierra Leona, and is about three hun- 
dred and fifty oules in^lengtb} from east to west, 
R2 
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ifeid abotit twtf hatidtad ndles m braidtfi fiPMfai 
ilorth to south. The capita^ vtoh is eaDedl 
Teembtfoy ti supposed to cofitain about sefvcsi 
cbofifli&iid inhabitaiyts. The king exercises a vescy 
4aipGftie power ; tmd he pumshes with great seM 
Terity, espeeially in cetses of disrespect shewn- 4}0» 
kis authority. Abotit ofie-third of t^e country 
is extremely fertile# Laby, which contains not 
less than fire thousand inhabitants, is a city thaS 
stands upwilrds of two hundred miles etetwanl 
from the mouth of the river Rionunes, aBd is 
governed by a chief who is subor£nate to thcf 
king of Fotiftah. The peo^de of this part of Af* 
rica are greatly superior to those on the coast, in 
every brandrof civifization ; and they have man* 
fractures of iron, sihrer, leather, and narmW 
cloths. The principal men are fbmisbed with 
books OR the subject of law or divinity ; and 
schods for the instruc^on of children are estab^ 
Hshed in almost every town. The professed re* 
ligion is Mahometanism, and there is a grest 
number of mosques, but the people do not ap* 
{Hear attached to bigotry and superstition.* 

In the interior parts of the country, that K6 
between the rivers Sierra Leona and Seslos, «ct 
several populous and extensive kingdoms, of 
which we neither know the boundaries nor the 
name. The Quabes, who are reported to ioba* 
bit the southern bank of the Sestos, are said td 
live under the protectidn of the emperor of Mo- 
nou ; a very powerful monarch that extends his 

• There appear to^be in Africa several independent na- 
tions of Foolalis, of which this is perhaps the most anci- 
ent and considerable, and supposed to be the Lc«c«thiopca 
of Ptolemy. Vide Geographical llhistrations of Park** 
Travels by Major RcAneli 
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g)dEth6iity wir sefi^nA vaaoaL piMiMls, |M«ite« 
tarf}^ .those o^Qoojfl ^oid Fo)g^ whose mivw 
viel^te mie eoniplii^oenfeed whh tii^ Ikleof Dank 
diEigh4 

< 'Who imdves of.ikeae countiiesai^.extreiBeif 
libidkioufiF i but in dl oilher respcctB 9bte grattj^ 
aa]^rlor totnw^^df tiieir ocigtibcMfnn, bdng tem^ 
pevafte mod sociable, averse to^tiie eftnioo of h»t 
mabi blood, Ifting umicMy with: itae «nalher^ 
telieviog the^itftressed^ and partidpitting in tiie 
|>leasureB and cidamki^ of their, friends with a 
eordkiit]^ which net eifly ex<^tes applaniBe, tal 
eBteetxi* 

• Polygamy hi this patt of the^worid is not oi^y 

toterated but enootmi^ed ; yet the faii^nd w 

itorally attaches himself to a particnfar femdi^ 

iirlio goveitis the rest of his wi^es, and snperin* 

tends all domestic a0airs« She is distinguished 

Isjr the name d makihmi and to hef devoltes afl 

^e attention necessary in the education of the 

^its, while the fether careibDy provides for ami 

iCMitructs the male offspring. Five days after tit 

birth of a son, aome'pafrtiScaiar name is gtven % 

cm which occasion, the iiather lokl all hiB^domeB<> 

tice, armed with bows /nd arrows, parade roimd 

Ae town or village, singing a smt of triumph*. 

ttftt song, which is accompanied with musical 

Instruments, those whom they meet in their way 

b^g expe<^ed to jom in the concert. The sth 

pefintendant of the ceremony then tidiei the in* 

&nt out of the arms of the mother, and {facing 

it on a shield in' the tmdst of the assembly, pun 

a bow and arrow into its h&nds, and eommencet 

a long, premeditated oration, m which he first 

ivishes that the child may enjoy protiperity, and 

^terwards enumerating the amiable qualities of 
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HMkiBtryy fiiithfiilness, and faospitidKty} irith al- 
most eveiy other vhtoe, expresses his hope that 
the iofant may one day Uye in possession of th^nei 
all* This oration- being finished, he denomi- 
nates the child) and deliyering it into the acma 
of its mother) the assemUy immediately dispera-* 
cs« A few select friends of the parents, howe- 
ver, frequently remain, who spend the remaio- 
der of the day in mirth and festivity* If. the 
child be a fenude, the mother carries it into the 
middle of the town, where the concoarse of 
peo[de is greatest, and laying it on amat puts a 
stick into the hands of the in^t. A woman i^ 
thenapp(Mnted to pmnounce the oradon, in which 
■he prays that the child may possess aJl the ac- 
complishments of its mother, and, like her, be , 
endued with every ornamental and useful qualifi- 
cation* 

The eldest son inherits the wives and jntyper' 
ty of his &ther ; but the efiects of a married man^ 
who dies without male issue, pass to his ne- 
^ews. The principal occupation of this peo- 
{^e, is the cultivation of the earth ; and trade, 
except in bartering one necessary of life for ao- 
other, is scarcely known among them* The ge« 
neral language of these inlanid nations is the 
Quojan, which, however, is varied into differeol 
dialects in different provinces* The negroes of 
sank pride themselves on speiAking with elegance 
and refinement; and being fond of rhetorical 
embellishments in their conversation, their dis* 
coufse, even on the most trivial occasions, dis- 
covers something of poetical ornament and beau- 
ty* Nor are they ^itirely unacquainted wiUi the 
JKienceS} particularly with astronomy s they Otf^ 
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dlitinc^sli the hoiir of the night h)r tiK itan ; 
said gwe the denomiiiatiDB of itm i ^ tK &ig to the. 
plnades* 

.Xhicir feneral cereiBOi^es exhibit mArks of 
great a£RectkxQ, ftnd of the stroonstnipre^ona* 
qF. a gkxmif superstltioai After the body is< 
vnt^iefi and piaced m an eiect poetofe, they 
di^ess the deceased in hia be^ dothea^ adom 
bm liair, and put a bow and arrow- into his 
bttods s while hia fiiends, in the mean timei oi*- 
gage in a kind g£ mock sklrraialfe They then 
*&!! on their knees, and bending their bows io* 
a menacing 4xianner^ declare vaHgeance against 
those >\^ho.have been accessary to his deaths 
or that dare to asperse his imputations After 
wiiioh they offer up, at the shrine of gi^as. ig« 
n^yrance and cruel 8iq)er8dtion, scmie of this' 
slaves €f the deceased, whom as the devo(ed> 
victims on this occasion they have previously 
fed vrith dl the delicacies c^ the country, and 
exhort them to attend Uiexr master in the other- 
wm*ld widi asdduity and. fidelity. With the: 
slaves ^ey also deposit in the ground ad mocb 
food and in4ne, as they thmk will be sufficient 
fidv tbe deceased, till their arrival in the land of. 
s{Hrits. The corpse b then carried <m a bier to* 
the grave, and placed bedde the murdered vie*' 
tkns, along with various ki^enuCensils, which 
bmg covered with a mat, the whole ia fitted up. 
with abundance <^ earth, ia order to prevent any 
nexiooa exhalations fiEom the putrid bqtes. 
The relations generally htukl a hut over tiie- 
grave, on the top of which is suspended the^ 
bow and arrows of the deceased, with other tro* 
pints ^ and ikef continue.for several mondis to 
Magioihe Unb all kiada o£ lii|upc4 Mid pro* 
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tin they wippoise he has had time to cultivate his 
new plantatioDSy and to form necessary connex- 
ions in the strange land to which he has remoiF- 
ed« It is customary to deposit all the persons of 
cilie &niily: in the same grave ; and these cexae^ 
teriesy which they call tombruoiy are generally in 
a deserted village. On the death of a near re- 
lation or intimate friend, they observe a fkst th^^ 
continues for ten days, during which peiiod^ 
they eat no rice, and drink only a small quantity 
id water. 

Among the Quojas, if a woman ts accused of 
adultery, and no other proof of her crimi- 
nality be adduced than the allegations bf her 
husband, she is declared innocent upon her own 
oath ; but if, after she has taken the oath, evi* 
deuces of her guilt shall appear, she is brought 
in the night to a public place, where a council 
is assembled to judge her, and to pass sentence 
accoidingly. After invoking thejanmminsy who» 
are the spirits of their deceased relations, the 
woman's eyes are covered w^ta bahdage, to 
prevent her from seeing those beings, >tha are 
ready to carry her off ; and the criminal is is^ 
ducod to believe tliat «ich will be her destiny* 
When she has thus undergbne for some time the 
most dreadful apprehensions and suspense res- 
pecting her late, the oldest inember of the 
council commences u solemn discourse, in which 
he represents the shamefulnes& and immorality . 
of her conduct, and threatens, her withfievi»!e 
punishment. If, after this harangue, she exhHut 
marks of contrition and repentance^ a confiised 
murmur is heard, which, it is preteiMdtd, ai;e the 
Tcdces. of the jannamtui, who dsdare that her. 
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erfane^ Qioogli iheritiog the most rigoroim ehM- 
tisement, will be pardoned, on account of its 
being the first offence* The same voices also 
impose aa her certain mortifications and pe- 
nances, and recommend that she live in such 
chastity, as not even to take a male child into 
her arms, or touch the dress of a man. The 
Quojas are persuaded, that fear and shame 
are punishments suHiciently adequate to the 
first offence ; but if she relapse into liberdnism) 
md the fact be proved, the beiUmo^ or high^-priest, 
accompanied by the whole society of beliit or 
ministers, repair with a loud noise to the house 
of her hustuoid, and seize tlie criminal, who» 
amidst the hootings and ipsults of the populace, 
is carried thrice rolind the town. She is then, 
without being allowed to defend herself by any 
evidence, or to avoid punishment by promises 
of repentance and refi>rmation, conducted to a 
wood, which is consecrated to the jannanm9^ 
whose voices are no longer heard, and where 
^e is put to death* In order that the power of 
^tjamiffmna may continue to be dreaded by the 
women, it is undoubtedly necessafy to remove 
them from the coimcil j in which these spirits are 
supposed to be present. We may, therefore, 
reaaoBably conclude, that it is the male brother- 
hood alone of the belli, who compose that as- 
sembly* 

When aper»on is accused of theftt or murder, 
and Uiere do not appear sufiicient proofs of his 
guilt, he is commanded to be tried by beUhno. 
which is a C!(»npG»ition of herbs and the bark of 
trees, and which ht is obliged to hold in his 
hands for a certain time, when, if he have com- 
inltted the action for whkh he is blamed) bUsten 
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wSk imme&teljr appear on his Mxu Sone^ 
times the belHmo conaifits of a kiiKl of Ikpier, 
composed of the baitk of such tcees as the ut' 
gioes beheve to be vinitotly poiftadous, anda 
large glass of which the accined is eomx>elled to 
drink. Those whose consciences are cJear in- 
stantly reject the potion by voimt, and aie 
deemed the more immaculate £>r tins trial ef 
their innocence ; but if a froth appear at tfae 
mouth of the culprit, he is knmediately pro- 
nounced guilty, and judged worthy of d^ith. 
The criminal is then conducted to a secret 
grove, hr remcned from any human habkation, 
where his head is cut off, and his body tfivided 
into four parts. 

The different nations in the interior of Siem 
Leona acknowledge one Supreme Being, whom 
they call Canno, and to whom they attribole 
the qualities of omnipotence, omniscienoe, and 
ommpresence ; but they are not agneed with 
i«^)ect to the eternity of his existence, some 
affirming that he will be succeeded by another, 
ihat will punish vice and reward virtue. They 
believe, likewise, that the dead are converted 
'n^jarmanim^xxt sjMrits, whose employment con- 
sists in protecting their parents and former 
friends ; ibr when the negroes are in any im- 
minent danger, or have received any injury, 
they fly to the groves, which are the supposed 
. residence of these guardian spirits, and bewaiKng^ 
their nnsfortunes, or the calamity that threatens 
them, beseech their gracious interpo^tion. In 
all emergencies and difficulties, and in inquiries 
concerning ftiture events, they have recourse tD 
the same means. In a word, their veneration 
&r the spirits<>f the deceased is extreme ; and 



,y Google 



4iey never eat or drink, without first tasdi^ia 
hmour of the jarmanhum Everf village has a 
f^rove consecrated to the deceased, to which ft 
certidn seasons of the year great quantities of 
provisions are constantly brought, and into which 
women, children, and skves, are prohilnted from 
entering;, whose intrusion would be considered 
as the most outrageous sacrilege, and puni^ed 
with instant and exemfrfary death. 

^or are magicians and scMicerers less dreaded^ 
than these imaginary spirits are revered and held 
in esteem. The former they believe to be the 
certain and inveterate enemies of the human 
race^ whose blood they eagerly quaff. They 
are also persuaded that others have power over 
the seasons, and can forward or retani the pro* 
ductions <^ the earth. Death is the in&Hible 
punishment of those who are accused of pos- 
sessing^ these qualities ; and to live in a different 
manner from the rest of the people, is considered 
as a clear and sufficient evidence of their guilt. 
If a person dies under the suspicion of havings 
suffered violence, the body is first washed, and 
the inquest into the occasion of his death com* 
mences by tying together shreds of the cloaths 
of the deceased, with locks of his hair. This 
bundle is sprinkled with powder of mammon ot 
pulverized com, and listened to the bier, which 
iscanied to the most public part of the town^ 
and preceded by two priests, who strike their 
hatchets together, and interrogate the corpse at 
'What time and in what manner he was deprived 
of fife ? These questions are answered by signs, 
which are invisible to all except those who sua* 
tain the sacerdotal office, and who £ul not to in>> 
teipret the responses in a manner suitable to 
Vol. XIV. S 
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"their interest and designs* The criminal being , 
deTx>t]nced, they repair to his house, and drag 
him before the corpse, in order to condemn him 
on the accusation of the spirit. If he denies 
the charge, the bitter draught is instantly admi- 
nistered, which always determines his guilt or 
innocence* 

It is customary among the nadves of these 
kingdoms to observe a holiday on the approach 
of the new moon, when a relaxation from labour 
is permitted; and the reason they allege for 
this ceremony is, that if it were not observed, 
their rice would be converted into a red colour* 
A variety of other superstitious notions are pro- 
mulged by a society that exists in every province 
called Belli, which is properly a seminary €or 
the education of youth, the king himself being 
president. These schools may be classed among 
their libidinous incitements : the young men are 
taught, indeed, to hunt, to fish, and to handle 
arms ; but they are also instructed in scxigs, 
which consist dfa repetition of lewd expressions, 
and are accompanied with indecent and im- 
inodest gestures. When a negro has gone 
through the usual course in these institutions, 
and has become sufficiently learned in what has 
been taught lum, he is considered as qualified 
for an employments, and is entiUed to a number 
of important privileges; but those who have 
been found incapable of i^ceiving instruction, 
are by an established law excluded from all pub- 
lic offices, and places of trust and profit* 

These schools are situated in thick palm-tnee 
groves, generally including a circuit of several 
miles, the whole of which space is cultivated for 
the support of the scholars, who are restricted 
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irithin certain boundaries, and prohibited from 
having any intercourse with the world during 
the term of five yearsi which is the time appointed 
for their education. The students are matricu- 
lated with a red-hot iron, which cicatrizes them 
from the ear to the shoulder, and the scar is 
considered both as a badge of dignity and a 
mark of distinction. During thdr residence in 
Uiis retreat, they go entirely naked, are fed by 
their tutors, and, though presents are frequently 
brought them by friends and relations, they are) 
nevertheless, denied the privilege of conversing 
with one another. On the day appointed for 
terminating their studies, they are conducted to 
a small town near the school, where they T9^ 
celve the visits and congratulations of their re- 
lations of both sexes ; and having employed a 
fewr days in the necessary personal preparations, 
they are introduced at court, where their ac- 
quirements undergo a public examination* 
With respect to the belU^ which has imparted its 
name to this institution, it is a composition 
prepared by the priest, who shews it to the peo- 
ple as something sacred. It has no certain 
figure ; but the beWmo^ or high-priest, gives i| 
one at pleasure. Whatever, however, may be 
Its form, they are obliged to shew it the utmost 
respect, and it is firmly believed by this ignorant 
and superstitbus people, that the most dreadful 
and severe judgments will 4»e infiicted on all 
those who shall be wanting in veneration to it« 
But the belli must derive his authority from the 
king, without which be can have no power of 
punishing ; insomuch that superstition is de< 
pendent on tisW policy, and the most unruly 
passion of thjpsnind reduced to the standard of 
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govemment. This is a pdidcal restriction very 
remarkable) and which has been invented by the 
king and the priesthood, to restrain the people 
within the bounds of their duty ; and is intended 
to reduce all to the subjection of the' monarch. 

There is also a female institution simHar to 
that of the boys, which is distinguished by the 
appellation of SandisimodUirWy or the daughters 
of Sandi. After entering on their noviciate, 
they are conducted to a rivulet, where they are 
Washed, anointed, and undergo an operatkMi 
which may be termed exci»on, and arc stripped 
naked during the whole of their abode in this 
•eminary. Their studies conust in learning ta 
dance, and in singmg verses which are equally 
obscene, and accompanied by as immodest ges- 
tures, as those that are taught the males in their 
•eminaries. They are denied the visits of men> 
and even females, who enter the limits of the 
institution, are always stripped naked. After 
the space of four months, which is the term of 
their noviciate, they are dressed in scarlet cloth, 
and the most costiy ornaments, and ranging 
themselves in proper order, and preceded by 
the matron, they repair to the royal palace ; the 
inhabitants of whole provinces assembling to be* 
hold them. They are then publicly examined by 
the king, with respect to their acquirements ; 
after which they are presented to their parents 
with such marks oi approbation^ as are thought 
adequate to their proficiency. 

The councils of these nations are composed 
of the oldest and most experienced persons ; 
their government is mild ; and the distribution 
of justice simple and equitable. To impress the 
Inhabitants of the neig^ibouring kingdoma with a 
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h%h Opinion of their power, they prohibit all 
strangers from traversing their country. This 
reg^ilaUon, which is strictly enforced) procures 
them the principal share of the commerce with 
the coasts, and they msuntain agents and am- 
bassadors at foreign courts, and conduct a for- 
mal system of trade and poUcy. When the 
king of Quoja is invested wiUi the regal dignity 
by the sovereign of Folgia, he prostrates him- 
self on the ground, and remains in that situation 
till the latter has sprinkled a handful of mould 
over his body, and interrogated lum with respect 
to the title he wished to assume* Thb being 
made known, the appellation of the new mo- 
narch is proclaimed to the people by a herald,, 
and re-echoed by the joyful and numerous as- 
sembly of his subjects. The king of Folgia then 
invests him with the sword of state, and with a 
Y>ow and quiver of arrows ; which are intended 
to denote the obligations he is under of defend- 
ing the dominions with which he is intrusted* 

SECTION m. 
MandmgOy Foulah^ Jaloff^ and Felocftm 

THE natives of the countries which border OD- 
the Gambia, though divided into a great many 
distinct governments, may, perhaps, be properly 
divided into four classes ; the Mandingoes, the 
Foulahs, the Jaloffs, and the Feloops. 

The Mandingo^ are so denominated from 
their having originally migrated from the state 
of Mahding: and they constitute the bulk of 
the inhabitants in the interior districts of Africa, 
where the natives are negroes. Contrary, how- 
ever, to the constitution of their partot country, . 
S3 
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wMch is republican, the form of government 
in all the Mandingo nations, near the Gambia, 
18 monarchical* But the power of the sovereign 
is by no means indthout controul : in all matters 
of importance, the king convenes an assembly 
of the principal men, or elders, by Tiiiose counsel 
he is directed, and without whose advice he csok 
neither declare war, nor conclude peaoe* 

The Mandingoes are said to be social, ra*- 
l&onal, and humane ; entertaining strangers with 
S^at affability and condescension, and treating 
them with unreserved £uniliarity. In their dis- 
positions they are convivial and {iai:etious, and 
«pend a great part of their time in music and 
&mcing« Their natural warmth and impetu- 
osity of temper, however, frequently occasicm 
dissensions, and the friend^ip of the day in 
ieften dissolved by the discord of the evemng^ 
A Single injurious expression will frequently be 
the cause of much bloodshed, and in no part of 
^e world is the pride of birth and ancestry car- 
ried to a more extravagant height. It was a 
custom in this country, that a bargain which 
had been agreed on in the monung might be 
retracted by offering restitution before sun-set. 
This practice was the cause of numerous frauds 
and impositions ; but the necessity of transacting 
business with &irness and c^nness, and of pre- 
serving some ci^dit in their dealings with fo- 
reigners, has taught them the true application 
©f the homely and well-known adage in favour, 
of honesty« 

The males salute one another by shaking 
hands ; but when a man meets a woman, he 
closely and earnestly looks in her face, then re- 
cedes, and again advancing, repeats the sam« 



^ 



Digitized by Google 



UAVDlVGOy &C« ^ )01 

eeremony* The females alone ate employed In 
the regulatidn of domestic oeconomy ; and the 
xnen cultivate rice, excepting which employment 
they usually spend their time in the greatest in- 
dolence and inattention to business* The more 
opulent have large retinues of slaves, whom 
they treat with exemplary humanity and kind- 
ness, and- dress in a very splendid and expensive 
style* Most of these slaves are bom in the &r 
milies of their masters, to whom they become 
remarkably attached, and who are not permitted 
to sell ihem without their own consent, or the 
approbation of their partners in slavery.* 

Having thus given a general character and 
description of the Mandingoes, we proceed to 
notice the other natives of this part of Africa* 
The Foulahs inhabit a tract of territory, which 
is divided from the kingdom of the Jaloffs by 
the lake Cayor, and next to the Mandingoes are, 
undoubtedly, the most considerable people* 
Their original country is said to be FcK)lador» 
which cignifiesthe country of the Foulahs ; but 
they possess at present many other kingdoms at 
a great distance from one another. Their com- 
plexion, however, is not exactly the same in dif- 
ferent cHstricts, and they are of a more tawny 
colour in the northern, than In the southern 
states. They are low in stature, but well made, 
and have naturally a delicate and engaging ad- 
dress : but the uncharitable naaxln^s of the Ko- 

♦ " I was toW;* fays Mr. Park, ** that the Mandingo 
master can neither aq>rive his ^ve of ii£e, nor sell him 
to a stranger, without first calling a palaver on his con- 
duct ; or in other words, bringing him to a public trial » 
but diis degree of protection is extended only to the nir- 
^ve or dotneitic fiaTCfc*' i>4,.iV TVovWir* 
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ran have rendered them less hospitable to 
strangers, and more reserved in their behaviour^ 
than the Mandingoes. Each nation is govern- 
ed by a chief of its own, who rules with exem- 
plary justice and moderation.. Indeed, so pa- 
cific are the Foulahs in their dispositions, and so 
much do they discriminate the good and evil 
actions of men, that whoever violates the esUib- 
Hshed maxims of jurisprudence is considered as 
a common enemy. 

Their government differs from that of the 
Mandingoes, in their being under the immediate 
influence of the Mahometan law ; for they are 
principally Mussulmen, and consequently the 
precepts and authority of the prophet are every- 
where considered as sacred and decisive. In the 
exercise of their faith, however, they are not 
very intolerant towards such of their country- 
men as retain their ancient superstitions. Re- 
ligious persecution is never used among them 
for the propagation of the Mahometan feith ; 
nor is it necessary that it should, since the 
system of the prophet is extended by means 
much more efficacious. By establishing small 
schools in the different towns and provinces, in 
which the children of parents of different per* 
suasions are taught to read the Koran, and in- 
structed in the tenets of Mahomet, the priests 
fix a bias on the minds, and form the character 
of their young disciples, which neither time nor 
accidents can alter or remove. These pupils 
appear to possess great docility, and conduct 
themselves with a proper and submissive de- 
portment ; and it is much to be wished that 
they had better instructors^ and a more pur« 
religion* 
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: Though &r from hang irascible in tlidr 
dispositions, and infinitely superior to the mean* 
ness of illiberal reproach and personal invectiTe ; 
native courage is a quafity not unknown among 
the Foulahs, and they appear to be very dex- 
terous in the use of their military weapons, which 
consist of javelins, cutlasses, bows, and arrowS} 
and, of late years, fire-arms. They are instruct* 
ed in the Arabic tongue ; and they have also a 
vulgar language, which abounds m liquids; 
but which is unpleasant in the pronunciation. 
They are esteemed excellent herdsmen, and the 
care of the Mandingoes' flocks 'is committed to 
them ; the industry of this people, in the occu« 
pations of pasturage and agriculture, is every 
where renuuimble. On the banks of the Gam- 
bia, most of the com is rused by them; and 
their flocks and herds are more numerous and 
more valuable than those of the Mamfingoes s 
but fiuther eastward, they are very opulent, and 
enjoy all the necessaries of life in the greatest 
profiision. They display an uncommon degree 
of skill in the management of their cattle, which 
they make extremely gentle by their kindness 
and familiarity. On the approach of night, the 
cows are coUected from the woods, and secured 
in firids, called komee^ which are constructed in 
the neighbourhood of the different villages. In 
the middle of each korree is erected a small hut, 
in which some of the herdsmen keep watch du-> 
ring the night; The Foulahs use the milk of the 
cows chiefly as an article of diet; but they are to- 
tally unacquainted with the art of making cheese* 
Nor are these people less eminent hunters than 
shepherds and husbandmen, destroying wild 
beasts in great abundance, particularly el«« 
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phantSy the teeth of whkh they seU> and snu^ 
dry, and eat the flesh. It is very common in 
this country for vast droves of this animal to 
herd together, and to destroy the blooming hopes 
of the year by trampling down the com, and 
rooting up t^e trees. The natives, in order to 
prevent their commitUng these depredations, 
kindle large fires round the fidds, when thej 
expect the approach of the elephants, and which 
generally fiighten them away. In short, the 
Foulahs are amiable in their manners, but th^ 
superstitious observations, to which they are ex- 
tremely attached, tend greatly to diminish oqt 
respect for their good sense and discernment. 

The Jaloffs are an active, warlike, and power* 
fid people, that inhabit a great part of the north 
side of the river Gambia, as &r as the Senegal, 
and have features extremely regular, compared 
with the surrounding nations. Their dress is a 
kind of calico surplice, which descends below the 
knees, and which is sometimes plaited in a neat 
and pleasing manner. They have also a number 
of gold trinkets in their hair, ears, noses, and 
round their necks, arms,and legs; but the women^ 
as is customary in almost every other country^ 
wear these decorations more than the men* 
The Jaloffs who inhabit the vicinity of the Se- 
negal, are a generous and hospitable peo|de, 
and always conduct themselves with propriety 
and decorum. The darnel, or prince^ of the ter- 
ritory bordering on that river, has two principal 
officers ; the one, called kondif presides pver 
military affairs, and commands the armies ; and 
the other, who has the appellation of *jarajb, su- 
perintends the distribution of jusdce; but as 
there is a great number of darnels in this exten*- 
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$ive tract of counUy, it is probable tbat others 
luay a4opt internal regulatioDS totally dissimi- 
lar. 

The cavalry <^ the Jalofis are armed ivith 
long^ darts and a kind of javelin, with short 
swords to use when they mount ; and the in^ 
^ntzy csirry scymitars, javelins, and a quiver 
filled with pcnsonous arrows, which occasion in- 
evitable death. They engage in an irregular 
and tumuJttious maoner, marching to the at- 
tack without order or discipline, and sounding 
-all the time their warlike instruments, which 
make a hideous and terrific noise. As soon as 
they approach the enemy, the in&ntry make a 
general discharge of thdr arrows, after which 
they close with sword in hand, but with such 
precaution as to prefer interest to revenge, and 
they confine their chief attention to making as 
many prisoners as possible ; and as the dread of 
slavery equally impels both the contending par- 
ties to great exertions, their battles are goiendly 
tibstinate and bloody* 

The Feloops are a barbarous and unsociable 
race of people, whose territory is of consider- 
able extent, and abounds with rice, with which 
they supi^y the merchants <m the Gambia and 
Cassamansa rivers at a very reasonable price. 
They also export great numbers of goats and 
poultry, and collect vast quantities of honey, of 
which they make a strong, intoxicating liquor 
like to mead, and the wax is sold to Europeans. 
They are said to be of a gloomy and melan- 
choly dispoiHtion, and never to forgive an in- 
jury, but to transmit their quarrels as deadly 
feuds to their posterity ; inik>much that a son, 
from a sense of fihal obligation, considers him- 
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self as uikler the necessity of avenging the 
vrrongs of bi&- deceased father* If a man by 
any act of viQlence loses his life, the eldest of 
his sons wears the sandals of his &ther once a 
year^ onXhe anniversary of his death, till a fit 
opportuittty present itself of revenging his fate, 
when the^.Qbject of resentment seldom escapes 
•unpunisb^d. This cruel and unrelenting dis- 
position is, however, counterbakatoMl by many 
excellent qualities : they display ti^ utmost gra- 
titude and affection towards tbeir^.hene&ctors ; 
and the fidelity with which they preserve what- 
ever is committed to their care, is very remaric- 
able and praise-worthy ; and how much is it to 
be wished, that the minds of a people so deteV 
mined and &ithful, were softened and civilized 
by the mild and benevolent spirit of Christianity \ 
The kingdom of WooUi is bounded by W«dli 
on the west, by the Gambia on the south, by the 
rivulet called Walli on the north-west, and by 
Bondon and the Simbani Wilderness on the east 
and north-east. The country every where rises 
into gentle acclivities, which are generally co- 
vered with extensive lyooda; and the towns 
are situated in the intermediate vallies* The 
soil is fertile, and the principal producticms 
<>f the lower ground, are cottons and tobacco ; 
while the higher parts of the country furnish 
great plenty and variety of com. The inhabi- 
tants are Mandingoes, and, like most of that 
people, are divided into two sects ; the Maho- 
metans, denominated Buahreene^ and the Pagans, 
who are called Kafirs^ or unbeHevers ; but the 
latter are more numerous, and in them is vested 
the government of the country. On the death 
of the reigning sovereign, his eldest son, if h« 
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hare attained the age of manhood, succeeds to 
the re^al power and dignity ; but if there be no 
son, or be be under years of discretion, an as* 
sembly of the principal men is convened, and 
the nearest relation of the hite monarch is elect- 
ed to the throne, not as guardian or agent, but 
in full power, and to the exclusion of all 
others,* 

Xlie kingdom of Bondon is bounded on the 
cast by that of fiambouk ; on the south by the 
Sitnbani WiWemess ; on the west and south- 
west by Foota-Torra and WooUi ; and on the 
north by Kaiuaga. This country, Uke the last 
we described, is much covered with wood ; but 
the land is more elevated, and in some parts 
lises into very considerable hills. In fertility, 
the soil is not surpassed by any in Africa. £oor- 
koorany, one of the towns of this kingdom, is 
situated in 1 3^ 53'. The natives are Foulahs. 

The kingdom of Kajuaga is bounded on the 
south-east and south by Bambouk ; on the west 
by Bondon and Foota-Torra ; and on the nonh 
by the river Senegal. The air and climate arc 
more salubrious than towards the coast : the 
fece of the country is interspersed with a pleas- 
ing variety of hills and vallies ; and the wind- 
ings of the Senegal river make the scenery on its 
banks very picturesque and beautiful. The inha- 
bitants are called Scrawoollies ; and their com- 
plexion is a jet black. The form of government 
is monarchical ; and the people are anxious to 
8iii^x>rt the ^gnity and authority of their king. 
They are a commerdal nation, and formerly 
carried on a great trade with the French in gold 

• Park's Travels. 
Vol. XIV. T 
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and slavea. They are very industiiou$, and de-^ 
rive considerable profits by the sale of cotton- 
cloth and salt in distant countries* Their lan«; 
guage abounds i^uch in gutturals, and is gene- 
rally understood in the interior kingdoms* 

The whole country of Kasson is extremely- 
fertile and well-cultivated, and the population, 
together with the number of towns and villages, 
is pretty considerable* Sego, which is the cajM- 
tal of the kingdom of Bambarra, consists of four 
distinct towns ; two on the noithem, and two on 
the southern bank of the Niger* The inhabi- 
tants may be estimated at about thirty thou- 
sand* The king of Bambarra constandy resides 
in this city ; and employs a number of slaves in 
conveying people over the river, and the &re 
paid by each individual furnishes a considerable 
revenue ix> the state* The canoes are formed of 
the. trunks of two large trees, rendered concave, 
and uiuted at the ends, which causes them to be 
very long and disproportionably narrow, and 
they have neither decks nor masts* They are, 
however, capacious, and the. ferrymen are dili- 
gent and expeditious* The natives employ much 
of their time in collecting the fruit of the shea- 
trees, which grow in great abundance natu- 
rally in the woods, and are never cut down in 
clearing the land for . cultivation* The tree 
greatly resembles the American oak, and the 
fmit has the appearance of a Spanish olive* The 
kernel, from which a species of butter is pre- 
pared by boiling it in water, is enveloped in a 
sweet pulp, under a thin green rind; and the 
butter produced from it, will keep the whole 
year without salt, and is whiter, and firmer, and 
of a richer flavour, than that made from the 
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iiialk of cows. This commodity constitntes a 
great article of iidand commerce* 

On the nortbem bank of the Niger, at a short 
^stance from Silla, is the kingdom of Masina, 
which is inhalnted by Foulahs, vfho pay an an- 
nual tribute to the king of Bambarra. Jinbala, 
Which is an island in 3ie Niger, is remarkably 
fertile, and inhabited by negroes, whom the 
Moors have in vain attempted to subdue, owing 
to the creeks and swamps with which it abounds. 
Southward of Jinbala is a negro kingdom, called 
Gotto, to the monarch of which the king of Bam* 
barra pays an annual tribute. On the west of 
Gotto is the kingdom of Bacdoo, tributary to 
the sovereign of Bambarra. West of Bacdoo is 
Maniana, the inhabitants of which are cruel and 
ferocious; they give no quarter to their ene- 
mies ; and even indulgo in horrid banquets of 
human flesh.* 

The usual dress of the natives of this part of 
Africa is a kind of shirt, with wide drawers of 
blue and white cotton.^ On their feet they wear 
leather sandals, which are buttoned at the instep, 
beel, and toes ; and their usual weapons of de- 
fence consist of a sword hung over the left shoul- 
ievy with a spear, or a bow and arrows ; and 
they have also a knife hung at th6 left side. 
This is the general appearance of persons of 
consequence ; but the less opulent go entirely 
naked; The women, however, in general, tie a 
piece of cotton-cloth round tlie waist, which die- 
pends to their knees, and have the upper parts of 
their bodies stained with different colours, and 
Jointed in various forms. 

* Park's Travels 
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They subsist on grain, rice, ixx>tS) and fiiiitGi'^ 
the latter of which is the tpmberong^ a small and 
fiirinaceous berry, which is greatly esteemed hy 
the Africans, and of which they make a sort o£ 
bread, that resembles gingerbread in colour and 
taste, and is generally used in the interior coun* 
tries-* The common beverage of the Pagan ne*- 
groes is beer or mead ; but the Mahometan cchv- 
yerts drink only water. The natives of all des- ' 
captions take snuff and smoke tobacco ; but the 
greatest of all their luxuries is salt, which chil- 
dren frequently suck as if it were sugar ; and to 
say that a man eats salt with his victuals, denotes 
that he is opulent. The marriage ceremonies 
practised in this country vary in almost every di^ 
ferent nation and tribe ; but they are in general 
very simple, and c<H)sist of puixhasing the bride 
of her parents or friends-t The women enter 
early into the marriage-state, and polygamy, in 
its fullest latitude, is allowed to the Pagan na- 
tives ; but the Mahometans are limited to four 
wives ; and as the husband generally gives « 
great price for each, he exacts from them the ut- 
most deference and submission, and treats them 
more like slaves than partners. 

It is said that the pains of child*birth are very 
little known in this country, where the mother 
having washed the new-bom in&nt, wraps it up 

* This is the rbanwus Uttu of L.innaBiu, afld as it f arnish- 
es the natives with a food resembling bread, and also with 
a sweet and pleasant liquor, is ceruinly the lotus mention- 
ed by Pliny, as being the food of the Libyan LotophagL 

f According to Tacitus, nearly the same custom pre- 
Tailed among the ancient Germans. Dttem nem uxor mari^ 
io^ seduxori maritu* affert. Jbttcrtunt ^armtes Of pro^qtd^ 
me munerapr^nt* 
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in & cloth, and ^tening it to her slioulder, pur* 
sues her avocations the same daf, without suffer* 
ing the smallest inconvenience. When the child 
is seven or eight days old, it receives an appella* 
tion ; the ceremony of which commences bjr 
shaving the infant's head, and preparing a dish 
called dega^ made of pounded com and sour miDa 
The bushreen, or priest, then, after praying for 
a long time over the diega, during which every 
person present takes hold of the calabash that 
contains it with his right hand, repeatedly so- 
licits the blessing of God on the child and all 
the company. This prayer being finished, he 
whispers something in the ear of the in&nt, and 
spitting thrice in its &ce, pronounces the name 
of the child, and returns it to its mother. The 
dega is then divided among the guests, and as 
it is bought to possess great medicinal virtues^ 
a portion of it is sent to any person that happens 
to be dangerously sick. The children are treat- 
ed with all imaginable tenderness till they are 
capable of providing for themselves ; the boys 
being usually brought up in a course of habitual 
idleness, while the girls from their most tender 
years are devoted to labour, and have the neces- 
^ty of a modest and respectful demeanour al- 
ways inculcated. 

When a person of distinction diies, the family 
and neighbours alarm the whole village with 
their doleful lamentations ; and the priest wash- 
ing the corpse, dresses it in white cotton. The 
relations then advance, and severally interrogate 
the deceased. Why he was unwilling to live with 
them ? Whether he was dissatisfied with his 
narrow fortune ? Or whether any of his friends 
had offended or injured him, that he thus crue]* 
T 3 
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ly deserts them ? During this ceremony, vocal 
and instrumental music is heard, and the vir- 
tues and alnlities of the deceased are highly com- 
mended. A ball is given to all the attendants, 
who figure a particular kind of dance in honour 
of their departed friend* The body is then co- 
vered with a mat, and deported in the grave, 
with a jar of water, and some victuals, and the 
bow and arrows of the deceased* The negroes 
have no particular spot o£ ground assigned as 
a burial place, and, therefore, the vault is fre- 
quently made in the hut of the defunct. If the 
situation riequires it, a few prickly bushes are 
laid on the grave, to prevent the wolves from 
devouring the body* 

On the death of a king, a certain time is fixed 
for the public mourning, which consists of a ge«- 
neral howl over the grave, in which the violent 
contortions and unfelt lamentations of those who 
periiaps detested the object while living, are in- 
conceivable* The more opulent of the people 
send presents of sheep, rice, and millet, from 
the remotest provinces, for the maintenance of 
the mourners, who remain for several successive 
days round the grave, where nothing but mirth 
and festivity prevail, except during the hours 
destined to grief tind lamentation. 

Tiieirprincipal musical instruments are several 
sorts of harpS) and the tatUang^ a drum which is 
open at the lower end, and as it may be heard « 
the distance of several miles, is made use of to 
alarm the people on the approach of an enem}^, 
and on all extraordinary occasions* They have 
also small flutes, bow-strings, elephants' teeth, 
and bells, which they appropriate to music* In 
- Nigritia there are two classes of singing men j 
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tfiose who recount the wealth, courage^ and 
mobility of their patrons In extempore songs, and 
who are similar to the bards that esdsted in 
former times in different parts of Europe ; and 
IMEahonaetan devotees, who travel from place to 
p]ace> and are employed ip singing devout 
hymns or performing religious ceremonies, in 
order to avert calamity or insure the success of 
an undertaking, by procuring the fiivour and 
protection o£ the Almighty ; both classes are 
highly respected and liberally rewarded by the 
people. 

Between the Gambia and Senegal, and in all 
the interior parts of the country, with only a few 
exceptions, the Mandingo language is univer- 
sally understood, and very generally spoken ; it 
IS a species of Arabic* 

The labours of the field employ most of the 
negroes during the rainy season, and, during the 
rest of the year, they are occupied in fishing 
or hunting. The fish are caught in wicker bas- 
kets, or with small cotton nets* Those who are 
engaged in hunting are generally very dexterous 
marksmen, and with their arrows will hit a li- 
zard, or any other small object, at an ama^ng 
distance ; and they will also kill Guinea-fowls, 
partridges, and pigeons, but never on the wing. 
While the men are occupied in these pursuits, 
the women are very industrious in manufacturing 
cotton cloth* To [M^pare the cotton for spin- 
mng, they roll it in small quantities with a thick 
iron spindle* They spin with the dbtaff ; and 
, the thread is not fine, but well twisted, and 
makes a durable cloth** One woman with com- 
mon industry will make as much thread annually 
as b suffiK^ient for six or eight garments, whicl^ 
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according to their fineness, are sold for a iSM» 
kalli and a half, or two minkalfies each. The 
weaving is performed by the men, who have 
looms similar to those of Europe, but of a smaller 
construction, and so narrow that the web sel- 
dom exceeds four inches in breadth. The shut- 
tle is made after the European manner ; but 
the thread being coarser, the chamber is rather 
larger. The women dye it a rich and lasting 
blue colour, which is done by pounding indigo- 
leaves recently gathered in a wooden mortar^ 
and mixing them with a strong lye of wood-ashes 
in aii earthen jar, in which £ey steep the cloth 
till it has acquired a proper shade. The gar- 
ments are sewed with needles of African manu- 
facture. 

The negroes do not consider the arts of wear- 
ing, dying, Sec. as distinct professions ; for al- 
most every slave can weave, and every boy catt 
sew. The manufacturers of leather and iron 
are the only persons who are considered as firf- 
lowing a peculiar trade. Their method of dress- 
ing leather is expeditious ; they steep the hide 
in a mixture of wood-ashes till the hair separates, 
and then make use of the pounded leaves of a 
tree called goo as an astringent ; after which the 
hides are rendered soft by beating them on a 
Stone. Of the hides of bullocks they generally 
make sandals ; but the skins of sheep and goats 
are formed into coverings for quivers, sheaths for 
swords and knives,' belts, pockets, and various 
ornaments. The leather is dyed a red or yellow 
colour. 

The negroes of the coast are supplied by the 
European traders with iron : but in the interior 
parts, the natives carry on a considerable manu- 
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fccture erf* this metal ; wl:^ich, besides being form* 
cd into every necessary wei^n or instrument 
for their ovm use, constitutes an article of com* 
merce with the tiifTerent states* The iumace 
in which the Iron ore is smelted, is a circular 
tower of clay, about ten feet in height, and three 
in diameter, surrounded in two places with 
withes to prevent it from cracking and felling 
to tneces by the violence of the heat. Round 
the lower parts, on a level with the ground, (but 
not so low as the bottom of the furnace, which is 
rather concave,) are seven openings, into each 
of which are placed three tubes of clay, and 
these again plaistered up in such a manner, that 
ho air can enter, except through the tubes, by 
the opening and shutting of which they regu- 
late the fire* The iron-stone, which they break 
into small pieces, is heavy, of a reddish colour^ 
and has a mixture of grey specks* Various in- 
struments are formed of the iron, by means of a 
forge, which is urged by a pair of double bellows 
of very sira|;de construction* The formation of 
knives and spears, and the workmanship in gene- 
ral, is tolerably well executed ; but the iron is 
hard and brittle, and requires much labour* 
The blacksmiths of this part of Africa are ac- 
quainted with the method of smelting gold, in 
which process they use an alkaline salt, obtained 
from the lye of burnt com-stalks* A variety of 
ornaments are executed in gold, with great taste 
iand ingenuity ; and they likewise draw that me- 
tal into wire. 

In the kingdoms of Bambarra and Kaarta, 
they make baskets, hats, and different articles 
of use and decM*ation, from rushes beautifully 
stsuned and painted .with various colours f and 
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thej eover their calabashes with intef-in^ovi^ 
cane dyed in a similar manner. In every pro- 
fessioQ which has been described, the master and 
slaves work together, wi&out any distinction of 
superiority. 

The habitations of the negroes in general havls 
neither elegance, order, nor convenience : they 
. are small, low, conical huts, and have no other 
light than what is admitted by the door, and oc- 
cuiued by relations and slaves, who repose pro- 
roiseuously together. " A circular mud wall, 
about four feet in height," says Mr. Park, ^* up- 
on which is placed a conical roof, composed o( 
the bamboo cane, and thatched with grass, fbrdis 
alike the palace of the king and the hovel of ttt 
slave. Their household furniture is equaflj^ 
^mple ; a hurdle of canes placed upon upright 
stakes, about two feet from the ground, upob 
which is spread a tnat or bullock's hide, answeii 
the purpose of a bed ; and a water jar, some 
Earthen pots for dressing their food, a few wood- 
tn bowls, or calabashes, and stools which sertig 
as chiurs^ compose the rest. As every man in 
free condition has a plurality of wives, it is found 
necessary, to prevent matrimonial disputes, thai 
each of die ladies should be accommodated with 
a hut to herself; and all the huts belonging to 
the same &mily, are surrounded by a fence, con- 
structed of bamboo canes, formed into a kind of 
wicker-work, and the whole inclosure obtaii^ 
the appellation of a sirk. A number of these, 
with narrow passages between them, which may 
be considered as spiral streets, constitute \vhat 
is called a town ; but the huts are generally 
placed without form or regularity, according to 
^ caprice of the owneh The only rule that 
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seems to be attended to, is phcing the door to» 
wards the south-west, m order to admit the s^ft* 
breeze* 

^^ In each town b a large stage called the 
bentangy which answers the purpose of a public 
hall, or town-house : it is composed of inter- 
wovea canes, and is generally sheltered from 
the sun by being erected in the shade of some 
large tree. It is here that all public affairs are 
transacted and trials conducted ; and here the 
idle and the indolent meet to smoke their pipes, 
and to hear the news of the day. In mort of 
the towns the Mahometans have also a rmMura, 
or mosque, in which they assemble and offer up 
their daily prayers, according to the rules of the 
Koran."* 

The grain which is chiefly cultivated is In« 
dian com, which, together with rice, is raised in 
considerable quantities. The inhabitants alsO) 
in the vicinity of towns or villages, have gardens 
w:hich produce onions, calvances, yams, cassavi^ 
ground-nuts, pompions, gourds^ water-melonSf 
and other esculent plants. The sugar cane, the 
coffee, e^id the cocoa tree, are supposed to be 
unknown to the natives of this part of Africa^ 
The pineapples and c^er delicious fruits gene- 
rally found in tropical climates, are not to be 
met with in the interior countries of this conti- 
nent. A few orange and banana trees, indeed^ 
grow near the mouth of the Gambia, but it is 
Uiought that they have been introduced lund 
planted by the Portuguese. 

Near the^^towns, likewise, they cultivate cotton 
aod indigo ; the former supplying the natives 

♦ Park*3 Travels 
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Urtth clothing, and the latter affording an ex* 
cellent colour for dying. 

The com is prepared for food by bruising the 
seed in a large wooden mortar, called a ftalocn^ 
till it be separated from the husk, when it is ex- 
posed to the wind, in nearly the same manner- 
as wheat is cleared from the chaiT in England. 
The gndn is then replaced in the mortar, and 
made into meal, which is dressed variously in 
different nations, but the most common pre^ 
paration is by forming it into a kind of puddings 
called kouahma. 

The domestic animah of this part of Africa 
are nearly the same as those in Europe. Swine 
are frequently to be met with in the woods, but 
their flesh is not esteemed : it is probable that 
die abhoiTence in which this animal is held bjr 
the Mahometans, has been difitised among the 
Pagans. Poultry of all lunds, the turkey only 
excepted, are very plendi^l. In the fields, the 
guinea-fowl and red partridge abound ; and the 
woods furnish a small species of antelope, the 
flesh of which is highly and deservedly esteem- 
ed. Of the other wild animals, the most com- 
mon are the hyaena, the panther, and the ele- 
phant. The usual beast of burthen in Nigritia 
is the ass. The application of animal labour 
to the puiposes of agriculture, is no where adopt- 
ed ; the plough, therefore, is wholly unknown* 
The chief instrument made use of tn tillage is the 
hoe, which varies in form in different districts ; 
and the labour is universally performed by slaves* 

In monarchical governments, the unculti- 
vated lands are considered as the property of 
the king ; in those of a republican form they 
belong to the state. When a person of free con* 
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dtion has the means of cultivating a greater 
quantity of ground than he is possessed of, he 
applies to the chief man of the district, who al- 
lows him an extension of territory, which being 
improved by cultivation, becomes vested in the 
possessor and his descendants. The population 
is in general very disproportioned to the fertility 
ci the soil and the facility with which lands are 
acquired ; but the interior countries are much 
more populous than those on the sea-coast* It 
is supposed, that, in this part of Africa, the 
slaves are in the proportion of three to one to the 
freemen. They receive no reward for Uieir ser- 
vices, except food and clothing ; and they are 
treated with rigour or mildness, according to the 
dispositions of their masters ; but in a few points^ 
custom has established certain rules for the 
treatment of these unfortunate beings, to violate 
which would be esteemed disgracefiil. The 
slaves in Africa are, Jirsfj those that are bom of 
enslaved mothers ; and, secondly ^ those that were 
bom free, but by some means have been reduc* 
ed to slavery. Those of the first description are 
by &r the most numerous. The latter are usu- 
ally such as have been reduced to that wretched 
state by cafutoUyyJamme^ insohfcnq/y or crimes. 

By the customs of this country^ prisoners of 
war become the slaves of the conquerors : when 
the weak or unsuccessful warrior begs for mercy, 
beneath the ufrfifted spear of his antagonist, he 
resigns at the same time his claim to liberty, and 
with his freedom purchases his life. The second 
cause of slavery is Jandne* When the poor ne- 
gro is almost Minting with hunger, he may well 
say with Esau^ " Behold I am at the point to 
die, and what profit shall this birth-rigbt do me ?'^ 

Vol. XIV. U 
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Many {reemen have been known voluntarily to 
surrender their liberty that they might preserve 
their lives ; and parents frequently sell one of 
their children, to buy food for the rest of the &- 
mily* The third cause of slavery is imotuency* 
It c^n happens, that a negro merchant contracts 
debts on some mercantile speculation, which he 
promises to pay at some future period ; but 
should he prove unsuccessful in trade, his pcp- 
'son and services are at the disposal of another ; 
for in Africa the law requires, that not only the 
effects of the insolvent, but the insolvent him- 
selfj shall be sold to <bscharge the just demands 
of his ci*editors« The fourth and last causf? 
which we have enumerated, is the commission of 
crimes, on which the laws of the country affix 
slavery as a punishment. These are murders 
adultery, and witchcraft ; by the lastx)f which is 
meant pretended magic, or the administeripg of 
poison. 

Mahometanism, blended with the grossest su- 
perstitions, generally prevails among the natives 
of this part of Nigritia ; and the principal ar- 
ticles of their belief consist in acknowledging 
the unity of the Godhead, the observance qftix 
fkst of Ramadan, the feast of Biram, vidth cir> 
cumcision, and' some other external rites. They 
believe in the mission of Mohammed, but never 
invoke the prophet by prayers. They divide 
the year into dry and rainy seasons, subdivide it 
into moons, and reckon the days by sum. When 
interrogated whether the present or another sun 
would appear in the heavens the succeeding day, 
tjiey considered the question as frivdous and ab- 
sjard, and beyond the reach of human investiga- 
tion. They have name§ for all the days, and pb- 
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senre FciclaJ^ ft& their Sabbath, thdugfa their ot& 
nary employment is oe^er interrupted, and the 
same rdudne of business continues. In every 
TUlage there is a marabut, who convenes the peo- 
ple ta perform their devotions, and pronounces 
absolution from the Koran, while the congrega- 
ti(Mi, ranging themselves behind him in order to 
indtate his gestures and grimaces, have their 
feces towards the east. . 

Xhey obs^e the £ist of Ramadan with great 
strictness and decorum. In the evening, the 
Ikiahoiiaetan women say public prayers at the 
cxiisura v they are dressed in white, dnd perform 
^e different prostraUons of 4heir reli^on with 
jdue sc^emnity. Daring the whole fast titte meek- 
ness and humility with which d)e negroes con- 
duct themselves, reflect Jhe highest honoub 
tTowardst die end of the Jtamadim, the people 
assemble at the misura, to observe the new 
mboti, which is welcomed by die beating of 
druins, firing of muskets, and other demonstra- 
tions of joy. 

• Circumcisbn is performed at the nge of four 
or five years^ or at a more advanced period, 
mM&x they collect together vast multitudes of 
cl^dren^ and a grand festival is held piopordon.- 
ed to the number and quality of those who are tp 
undergo the operation. The P%an natives con* 
Mder this less as* a religious ceremony, than as a 
lisefnl «]d necessaiy peribrmance, which, ac- 
cording to idieir opinion, tends to render the mar-* 
Xtage-state prolific. For Iwo months after the 
operation, the young people are exempted from 
iH^ labour, and form a society called Solmam. 

The PttgiHi natives consider the Supreme Be* 
iag as the^r^tor and pties^r^er of all things, but 
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•f too exalted a nature to attend to the feeble 
supplicatiDiw of wretched mortals ; and believe 
that he commits the affairs of tlus world to the 
care and guidance of subordinate spirits, whom 
they suppose to be infiueoced by yarioua magioi 
ceretnonies. A white fowl suspended to the 
branch of a particular tree, a snake's heady ora 
.few handfuls of fruit, are cyclings frequently 
presented to appease the wrath, or procure the 
fiivour of these inferior deities* It is only with 
reluctance that they wiU conrerse on reJigioQi 
4Ribject8 ; and if interrogated conccrmng their 
ideas of a future state, they express themaeires 
with great rererence and hesitation, and endear 
vour to terminate the discourse, by observing 
that no man knows any thing about iu Thty 
are content, they say, to obey and imitate the 
precepts and examples of their forefetb^s, 
through the various vicissitudes of the preseol 

. Ufe ; and when this worid and its enjoyments be* 
come insipid and of no value, they look ferwaid 
with anxiety to the fruition of a future and more 
perfect state of happiness ; but respecting which 

' they indulge no idle and vain conjectures. 

The moon, from the variations of its form^ hat 
greatly attracted the notice and attention of this 
people. They believe that this luminary has 
been newly created ; and, on its first ai^)earance, 
Mahometans, as well as Pagans, offer up a short 
prayer to the Deity, each person heading his hands 
before his feoe. The substance of this petition 
is to return thanks to God for his Idndness dyring 
the past moon, and to solicit a continuance of his 
fevour during the neW one. When ended, they 
i^it on their hands, which they rub over their 
feces. The negroes pi^ considerable attention 
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^ the ^lua»^8 of the moon, aid think it very 
unprppltious to commence a journey or any im* 
por^a^t iixiderta]dnf^ in the last quarter* They 
iixi^i£^i|^ on edipse to be produced by witchcraft^ 
^opd sypppse tliat astronomy is studied only for 
1S^lSioal purposes. 

Respecting geography, they think that the 

world is au extensive, pdainy the boundaries of 

which are involved in clouds and darkness* 

They descHbe the sea as a river of salt water, on 

^he farther shore of which is a ccmntry called the 

lazKl of the white people ; and at some distance 

firoxn this is the tenitory where the slaves are 

sold, inhabited by cannibals of a gigantic stature* 

Of, all countries in the world, they esteem their 

own as the best ; of all people, themselves as the 

happiest ; and they commiserate the &te of other 

nation^ who are destined to inhabit less fortu* 

«?ale and friendly regions* 

The most remarkable superstidons to wluch 
this people are addicted, are the gru^grisy or 
MtfMeSf v^hich are amulets or charms constantly 
wom^by the negroes, who have th^ greatest con- 
fidence in their power and efficacy. These sa- 
phies are sentences from the Koran, which the 
^'Whometan priests write on scraps of paper, and 
sell them, like popish indulgences, to the natives^ 
who believe them to be endued with very ex- 
traordinary virtues. Some, of them, when in** 
closed in a snake's or alligator's skin, and tied 
tound the ancle, are worn as defences against 
the bites of those creatures. By others they are 
Employed to protect their persons against hostile 
weapons ; but the most frequent use to which 
these charms are applied, is to prevent or cure . 
diseases ; to preserve from hunger or thirst; jand 
U2 
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to conciliate the &voiir of superior powers* 
<< Notwithstanding," says Mr. Park, ^ that the 
majoritjrof the negroes are Pagans, and entir^y 
reject the doctrines of Mahomet, I did not nteel 
with a man, whether Bushreen or Kafir, who 
was not fullf persuaded of the powerfol efiicacy 
of these amulets." The marabuts are, perhaps, 
as much revered as any religious order of men 
on earth. 

To these charms and necromantic arts, tlie3r 
add another bug-bear, which is called Marttbo 
JunUfOy and is intended by the negroes to keep 
^eir wives in proper subordination, and, there* 
fbre, becomes the universal dread of the women. 
This b a most terrific image about eight or ten 
feet in height, composed of the bark of trees, 
clothed in a long robe, ci^wned with a diadem 
of straw, and hung up at the entrance of every 
town. Polygamy being universally allowed, 1^ 
wives frequently quarrel, where there are of^en 
so many points of precedency to be adjusted. 
Corporal chastisement is one mode of settling 
the dispute ; but if the lady think herself un- 
justly punished, and the husband can no longer 
preserve the peace of his family, the interposi^ 
tion of Mumbo Jumbo becomes necessary, and 
is always decisive. 

This strange minister of justice, who is sup- 
posed to be cither the husband himself^ or 
some person instructed by him, disguised in the 
dress which has been mentioned, and armed 
with the rod of public authority, announces Ihc 
approach by loud and dismal screams ih the 
neighbouring woods. The pantomimic is com-, 
menced towards night, and as soon as it is dark^ 
Mumbo Jumbo enters the town, and proceeds to 
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ttiebentang, whither all the inlwihitanto imme* 
^liately assemble. This exhibUioti is rery much 
dUa^ed bf the women, who, on hearing of die 
natended TOit, if they durst, would instantly run 
a^iway^ and Ipde diemselvea ; for, aa the person 
, in disguise is imknown to tiMMB, every married 
Samde suspects that hecomeson her account* 
*They aU appear, however, when summoned « 
and the ceremony eomntences with songs and 
^dances, which continue ,dU midnight, when 
Mumbo ^es on the offender* The victim 
being immediately sdzed, is stripped naked» 
fieuBtened to a post, and is scourged with the ro4 
of this minister of justtce, anudst the acclama- 
tions and derision of the assembly ; and it is 
very remarkable, that the rest of the women are 
loudest in their acclamations against their un- 
hi^^ andoffimding sister* This indecent and 
unmafdy revel is continued till d^y* 

A regular society has from time inunemcMrial 
been preserved, for si^yporting and ^iforcii^ the 
power and authority of Mumbo Jumbo ; into the 
mysteries of wluch no person is initiated, without 
first taking a solemn oath, that he will never dis- 
close any part of the business* One of the kings 
of Jagro, however, being a weak and uxorious 
prince, is said to have communicated the whole 
secret to his wife, who, with the indiscretion of 
her sex, and contrary to the most solemn stipu* 
ktions, revealed it to the rest of the women* 
The report of this event soon reached the nep^ 
chie^ who were before adverse to the monarch ; 
and now dreading the decline of their authority, 
and the perpetual state of rebellion and infide- 
Hty. which mxald inevitably ensue, if the mystery 
should be folly develc^^, they determined on a 
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bold und^ftflkingt ^hich iJutj . 9xaomti ^i9i^ 
g^at resohidon* Assaming the . KUthoitU^fe air 
of penctoS) frtio periMtn « cetigraiB office, tlief 
eoitimanded the king to* appear at ^a beutaag 
before Mumbo Jumbo* The prince ootdasoig 
io disobey tlie sommons, was ordered to pro- 
duce aD his wives, vAiO no stooner made thtrar 
appearance, thafi • they were asaasnnated, a&d 
thus was the discorery efifectuatly mippresaed. 

The marabuts ai« a diatiBct order <^ men 
frbm iiie rest of the people, though on cookhiod 
occasions their dress differs little frcna that of 
ihe laity. In their private oecooomy and the 
general conduct of tife, they differ from aH 
others, and exhibit the most refined hypocriflf 
and cunning* Their dignity descends to al 
tlieir male offspring, forming a numeroua ectcfe* 
^astical body, for the maintaiance abd si^poK 
of whom vast revenues, and even whole pro- 
vinces, are appropriated. Thdr manners are 
represented as grave, formal, afRbcted, and in- 
triguing ; but in other respects tiiey deserve the 
greatest praise, being temperate and id^atenuous, 
charitable to those of their own ordery and ftdth- 
M in the performance of their compacts. Cha- 
rity is a virtue, which, though never violated 
Itmong themselves, does not extend to that uni- 
versal benevolence, which can alone render it 
really valuable and useful. If any one of thdr 
society has offended again^ the laws of his coun- 
try, they do not suffer him to be sent into 
slavery, but punish him conformably to their 
own institutions. They employ a great portion 
of their time in the tuition of their children, 
i^hom they carefully instruct in the prindides 
of the Levitical law ; which, next to the doc- 
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tiines of the Koran, is held in the greatest res- 
pect soad eftteem* 

Thdr children aie taught to write on a book, 
^rmed of a smooth, hard wood ; and they read 
c^latn characters resembling Arabic* The great 
volume of the marabut institutions is oomposed 
in a language entirely difiereot frocn that of the 
Tttlgar, and is sud by some authors to be a cor- 
i^t Hebrew cht Arabic From this bo(4L they 
take transcrq>ts for private use, and some of 
them travel from province to province, instruct- 
ing the children of the natives in rel^ous and 
adentific knowled^* At these seminaries, the 
^rls are taught during the day, buttheboysf 
who are considered, whUe pupils, as the domestic 
slaves of the master, and employed by him in va- 
rious avocations, receive their instruction in the 
izu»|»ings and evenings* The tulo]:s eneourage 
emidation, in order to stimulate their scholars to 
great exertions. When the pupil has. learned 
Sie Koran, together vntha certain number of 
public prayers, he is examined by the bushreens, 
or mussttlmen, who, beiog satisfied with his abil- 
ities and improvement, request him to read the 
last page of the book. This being accordingly 
done, the boy presses the Koran i^inat his 
forehead, and pronounces thf^ word amen ; upon 
which they rise, and bestow on him the title of 
bushreen. The parents. then redeem, their son, 
by giving the teacher the va)ue of a slave s but 
if they cannot ^prd it, , ^e boy continues the 
property of the master, till he raii^scms himself 
by his own indi^tiy* 

Every town is open tp the marabuts, and they 
travel unmolested through the fields of war^ and 
during the rage of th^. ]|ios|,9apg«wai7 eo&test^ 
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Such is- the Teneradon ^th wluch thitpeople are 
universally regarded, that persons of the first 
xiistinctiony on meetii^ a laarabut, immediately 
£U1 on tbetr knees, and crave his benedictioD. > > 
: The.Mandingoes seldom, attain extreme old 
age ; many become grey -haired and wrinkled at 
forty ; and few live longer than fifity-fiveor sixty^ 
-Buvnotwithstaading t^ longevity is unfrequent 
lEmong the negroes, they are not subject tb . ma- 
ny diseases. Simple diet and active life pl^serve 
•them from the disorders which are produced l^ 
luxury and idleness* Fevers and fluxes are 43iost 
4:bmmon and most &tsd ; for the cure oi wbicli 
they generally apply saphies to different parts at 
4he bwiy, and perform various superstitious cere* 
-monies^ many of which are calculated to inspire 
iiope, and prevent •despondency, in the patient* 
JSometimeSr however, they fbtiow a diUferent 
«tiethod : dn the first attack of a fever, when the 
aick persoh complains of cold, they sprea4 
teanches of the nauclea oritntalU on hot etnbers 
«f wood, and lay the fMtient tipon them, vvraph 
fed up in a large cotton ck>th* Water is thea 
aprinkled bver the branches, wMch, deacendinr 
"^ the heat, raises aclbud of vapour^; in which 
Jibe diiEjeaMd person remains involved, till the em- 
liers are nearly extiti^ished ; and tifis practice, 
by causing a profuse perspiration, generally af- 
Jbrds YAki great relief. The bark of different 
trees reduced to^ powder, ahd hiixed with the 
:fooddf the patient, if^used for during the dysen- 
tery ; butthid^prescriptidn is^otnhibnly uiisuc^ 
cessfiil. The negroes are -also^ subject ta tbe 
Y<^y^l!»tOekfihmtkidi;za^6 a hbrrid specie of /?- 
t*ii9y. This last i^^ea$e is sakl to be incurable, 
d6d^«odittiiittes dtfsth^ die^^hi^ds and feet** - 
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The negro ^fodush «iickl^ their own okHdren^ 
^^itl thjey are fU>le to walk* They attend not only 
tiO the growth) security, and yigour of their per^ 
sons, but, as far as their own confined ideaa^ 
permit, to the improvement of their minds, and, 
like the ancient Peruans, one of their first lessons* 
is-— to speak truth. Maternal affection, which is 
neither suppressed by the resuaims, nor diverted 
^y the so^iti^es oi dvilized hfe, operates in 
this country with great force, and &ils not to 
^rxiiice proportionate filial duty and tenderness 
in the child. ^ To a woman," says Mr. Pajii, 
** I never addressed myself^ in the language of 
decency and friendship, without receiving a de- 
cent ^d friendly answer. If I was hungry, or 
thirsty, wet, or sick, they did not hesitate, likfe 
the men, to perform a generous action. In so 
free and so kind-a manner did they contribute to 
nay relief, that, if I was dry, I drank the sweet- 
est draught, and if hungry, I ate the coar8e$t 
morsel with a doul^e relish/* 

As the negroes ' have no written language of 
their own, the general role of decision i$ an ap- 
peal to (mcieM custom ; but ^ince Uie system of 
Mahomet has made so great progress in this 
part of Africa, the convtats to that feith have 
gradually introduced, with the religious ten^ 
many of the civil institutions of the prq>het ; and 
where the Koran is found not sufiv:iently ex- 
plicit, they have recourse to a conmientary call- 
ed^/ Sharra^ Which contains a complete expo- 
sition or digest of the Mahometan laws, both 
civil ^nd criminal. This frequency of appeal 
to written documents, with which the Pagan 
nadves are neces$ari]y unacquainted, has been 
, the occasion of their using in their palavers, pro- 
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lessional advocates, or expounders of the law, 
who are allowed to appear and plead for the 
iplaintiif or defendant, much in the same manner 
as in the courts of Great Britain ; and who, in 
the forensic qualifications of procrastination and 
cavil, and in the arts of confounding and per- 
plexing a cause, are not always surpassed by the 
ablest lawyers iA Europe. 

The river Gambia, which next dsdms our 
attention, <Kscharges itself into the ocean be- 
tween Cape Verd and Cape Roxo, and whose 
source till very lately was unknown, and sup- 
posed to be a branch of the Senegal* It is nowy 
however, ascertained to be a distinct river, to 
have its rise among the mountains about the 
ninth degree of west longitude, and to run to the 
west-north-west. Though the Gambia, near its 
influx into the ocean, is diidded by a great num- 
ber of islands and sand-banks, the broadest part 
of its channel does not exceed three leagues* 
For fifty leagues up the country, however, it is 
navigable for a ship of three or four hundred 
tons burthen : and at Barraconda, which is five 
hundred miles from the sea, it will admit ves- 
4»ls of considerable size. The proper time for 
sailing up this river is from December to June, 
during which period it flows in a smooth and 
placid course ; but all the rest of the year, the 
Gambia can be navigated only with much difficul- 
ty, on account of its prodigious swell, which is 
occasioned by the violent rains that Mi in this 
country. At the entrance into this river from 
the ocean numbers of sharks are found ; and, 
farther up, it abounds with alligators ; where is 
also the hippopotamus, or river-horse, which 
might not improperly be 'termed the river-ele- 
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phant, on account of its enormous and unirieldy 
bulk, and the ivoiy fiirnished by its teeth. Thia 
animal is 'amphibious, has short thick legs and 
cloven hoofs, and feeds <»i grass and such shrubs 
as are near the water, in which it seeks refuge 
on hearing the approach of man. The Gambia 
is of a muddy colour ; the banks are covered 
with impenetrable thickets of mangrove, and 
the whole of the adjoining country is fiat and 
swampy. 

The Portuguese, who are supposed to have 
been the original cHscoverers of this coast, eager 
to seize on every situation which seemed &vour* 
able for the advancement of trade, established 
several Victories along the coast, and on the 
banks of the Gambia, as high as the Europeans 
generally resort. This is demonstrable from the 
Tuins of many ibrts, still visible in different 
places, and which were constructed long before 
any other European nation attempted the navi- 
gation to India. The Portuguese, however, at 
tength, abandoned their settlements in this coun- 
try for more advantageous prospects, and were 
succeeded by the English, who fortified them- 
selves on a small island, situated four leagues 
from the mouth of the river Gambia. Here 
they erected a fort, which was twice taken, plun- 
dered, and revelled to the ground ; first by the 
French, and afterwards by pirates ; and would 
probably never have been recovered, without 
the interference and assistance of the British le- 
gislature. 

The next estaWishment of the English was on 
the Cabata, which falls into the Gambia almost 
opposite to James's Island, and on the south of 
that river. Here the trade was inconsiderabkf 

Vol. XIV. X 
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the chief pnipose of the fiictory being to fbraialk 
James's fort with provisions. James's ' Island, 
where the English had formerly a small fort, is 
about three quarters of a mile in circumference} 
and pays a small tribute to the king of Barra, the 
sovereign of the country. Farther up the river 
are several other estabUshments of inferior con« 
sequence, and which have communication with 
one another. As none of these &ctories are suf- 
ficiently con^derable fi>r meriting a particular des* 
cription, we shall enumerate the various articles 
of commerce between Europe and this country^ 
by the river Gambia. Premising only that the 
trade being laid open, after the period of which 
we have been treating, became almost annihilat* 
ed : the share of commerce of which the Eng* 
lish at this time partake, supports not more than 
two or three annual ships ; and the gross value 
of British exports does not amount to twenty 
thousand pounds a year. The French and Danes 
still maintain a small share ; and the Ameri- 
cans have lately sent a few vessels by way of ex« 
pcriment. 

The commodities exported to the Gambia 
from Europe consist of fire-arms, ammunition, 
iron-ware, spirituous liquors, tobacco, cotton 
capSj a small quantity of broad doth, and a few 
articles of the manufacture of Manchester ; In- 
^ia goods, glass beads, amber, and other trifles. 
For which are received in exchange gold-dust, 
ivory, bees-wax, hides, and slaves ; the last of 
which form the principal article, though the 
whole number annually exported at this time by 
all nations, is supposed to be less than one thou* 
sand. They are brought to the coast in peri- 
odical caravans^ many of them from yery remote. 
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udand countries. In thus bartering one common 
dity for another, many inconveniences must ne> 
cessarily have arisen from the want of coined 
money) or some other viable and determinate 
medium, by which to establish the difference t>f 
value between different articles ; to remedy 
which, the natives of the interior, as weU as 
some other parts of AMca, make use of small 
shells called cowries* The inhabitants on the 
coast have adopted a practice, which is, periiaps, 
peculiar to themselves ; a certain quantity of 
^^oods of whatever denomination, appearing to 
be equal in value to a bar of iron, constitutes, in 
the phraseology of the tradesman, a bar of that 
particular merchandize. But as it must unavoid- 
ably happen, that, according to the plenty or 
icartity of goods, in proportion \o the demand, 
the relative value would be subject to continual 
Huctuation, it has been found necessary to act 
with greater precision ; and, accordingly, the 
current estimation of a bar is established at two 
shillings sterling. 

The greater part of the ivory which is sold on 
the Gambia, is brought from the interior coun- 
try. The negroes express the utmost surprise at 
the eagerness of the Europeans in procuring ele« 
phants' teeth, as they cannot comprehend their 
use. Nor will they believe, they say, that 
such long voyages would be underUdien mere- 
ly to fiimish handles of knives, combs, and toys, 
when wood would equally answer the pui^* 
pose. When a herd of elephants is discovered, 
the hunters follow them till they perceive that 
some one has strayed from the rest into a situ- 
ation where he can be fired at with effect : they 
Ihea jcautiouslf approach the animal till thef 
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are sufficiently near} when they discharge their 
pieces, and throw themselves oh their faces 
among the grass. The elephant feeling him- 
self wounded, endeavours to extract the balls 
with his trunk, but finding his attempts ineffec- 
tual, becomes furious, and runs about among^ the 
bushes till he is exhausted by fatigue and loss of 
blood, when the hunters again fire their guns, 
and kill him. 

Gold is found in considerable quantities in the 
territories of Manding and Jallonkadoo. That 
of Manding is in small grains, neariy in a pure 
state, among masses of sand or clay. As sooq 
«LS the harvest is finished, and the waters have 
subsided, a day is appointed to commence the 
washing of gold, on the morning of which a bul- 
lock is killed, and prayers and charms are re- 
peated for ensuring success. If they be unfortu- 
nate at the beginning, it is considered as an evil 
omen, and very few have resolution to persevere 
in the work till the termination of the season. 
The most profitable mode of washing is effected 
by digging a deep pit near some hill that contains 
gold. The metal is washed by the women, and 
the operation is simple. A portion of sand or 
clay, together with a certsdn quantity of water, 
is put into a calabash, to which a rotatory motion 
is given, till part of the contents fly over the 
brim at every evolution. The sand which is thus 
separated, is allowed to subside, and the opera- 
tion is repeated with fiesh water till it comes off 
almost pure. The woman then shakes the con- 
tents into another calabash, except the portion 
which is nearest the bottom? and which most 
probably contains the precious metal. After this 
is again washed as before> she carefolly examines 
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% «nd picks out the pieces of gold. ^ It is 
evident," says Mr. Park, " that the country con* 
I tains a considerabie portion of this precious me- 
I tal, for many of the smaller particles must ne« 
I cessarily eso^ the observation of Hhe naked 
I eye ; and, as the natives generally search the 
I san<h of streams at a great distance from the 
hills, and consequently &r removed from the 
I mines where the gold Was originally produced^ 
I the labourers were sometimes but ill-rewarded 
I &r their trouble." 

I The island of Goree, winch is the great empo- 

I Tium of the trade of this country, is the only £u» 
Topean settlement between the rivers Senegal and 
[ Oambia. It is situated within cannon-^iot of 
I Cape Verd, received its present appellation from 
I the Dutch, who were its first possessors, and 
jextends in circumference about two English 
I miles. Notwithstanding its confined limits, the 
situation is agreeable and pleasant, and the air 
I temperate,' tiK>ugh placed in the torrid zonc» 
owing to its bein^ continually refreshed by altera 
I nate breezes from the land and sea. Its impor- 
tance, however, arises entirely from its vicinity 
to Cape Verd, and the consequent convenience 
of trade, which has tendered it an object of con- 
tention between several European nations* 

Surrounded nearly on all sides by rocks, it is 
accessible only at two particular bays ; and 
utrong fortifications having teen erected where* 
«vcr they were deemed nfecessary, it has been 
considered by some persons as sufficiently im- 
pregnable to entitle it to the appellation of the 
! African Gibraltar. The soil was originally com- 
posed of a red sand, on which grew nothing ex^ 
<ept reeds j but, by the indefatigable industry uf 
X 2 
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ita possessors, all kinds of vegetables luive beefi 
raised in great abundance ; gardens have been 
planted with excellent fruit trees ; and from a 
barren and despicable island, it has been convert* 
ed into one of die most pleasant and fertile settle- 
ments in Africa* ' 
Goree was ceded to the Dutch, in the year 
1617, by Biram, king of Cape Verd; when thej 
immediately erected a fort on a rock to the 
north-west, to which they gave the name of 
Fort Nassau ; but finding that it did not suf^ 
iiciently command thp harbour, they raised 
another fortification rather nearer the shore, and 
denominated it Orange Fort. From this set- 
tlement the Dutch were expelled, in 1663, by 
Admiral Hdmes, who garrisoned it with Eng- 
lish troops ; but two years afterwards, Goree 
was retaken by De Ruyter, and became the 
property of its former masters* It remained in 
their possession without interruption till 1677, 
when a French squadron commanded by the 
count d'Estres attacked the island, and com- 
pelled the Dutch garrison to surrender at dis-. 
cretLon. The French, now sensible of the con- 
sequence and value of their acquisition, imme- 
<tiately began to fortify it in the strongest man- 
^ ner possible ; and, though the Dutch made se- 
veral attempts to recover this important settle- 
ment, their efibrts proved vain and ineffectual* 
In the year 1759, when the British arms were 
triumphant in every quarter of the globe, a 
squadron commanded by commodore, after- 
wards k)rd Keppel, i-educed this island under 
the English government* It was, however, re? 
stored to the French by the treaty of peace 
ai^ned at Paris in 1763* It was again taken by 
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tiie English dumg the American war ; hot ced- 
ed to France in 1783. 

The river Senegal is one of the most consider^ 
able in Africa, and has its rise near the source of 
the Gambia, about the seventh degree of west 
loi^tude, and runs to the north-west. Within 
two leagues of the sea, it turns suddenly to the 
south, and during the remainder of its course is 
divided from the ocean only by a natural bank of 
sand. By this curve it runs twenty-five leagues 
from north to south, and at length disclu^ges 
its waters into the sea, in Efteen degrees and fifty 
minutes Qf northern lat&Uide. It separates the 
country of the negroes from Zaara, or the De- 
sert, which is inhabited by Moors. All the prin- 
cipal rivers of Nigritia have an annual inunda- 
tion similar to that of the Nile, and usually 
about the same season of the year. The Senegal 
is fi>rty days in rising to its height, and whdn it 
has overflowed its banks, the channel cannot be 
traced without great difficulty, even by those 
who are accustomed to navigate it ; and when^ 
a few years since, a French boat containing thirty 
men was sent up this river, they could only pro- 
ceed about a thousand miles, thdr course being 
constently impeded by the tops of trees, and the 
crew experiencing such a variety of hardships, 
diat only five relumed alive. 

The extreme ra^dity of the current near the 
mouth of the river, is attributed to the narrow 
and confined space through which so large a 
body of water flows ; the influx into the ocean 
being not more than half a league in breadth, 
in the midst of which is a bar U^at contracts it 
still more, and renders the passage both diflicuk 
and dangerous* The navigation is extremely 
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hazardous during the rany season ; when the 
prodigious swell of the stream^ and the violence 
of the south-west wmds q>posed to its rapid 
<:ourse, produce waves of the most tremendous 
appeanfflce, with a roaring noise that fills with 
horror the heart of tt^ most adventurous mari- 
aer. This bar prevents ships of five or six hun- 
dred tons from entering the river; a drcum^ 
stance} however, that is attended with conuder- 
able advantage, and horn, which the fort o£ St. 
Louis derives its principal strength and secu- 
rity. 

Aktv pasdng the bar, the river glides gently 
and smoo^ly, and is four fiithoms in depth. 
The banks are variegated with a pleasing ver- 
dure, and the trees in perpetual bloom, which 
contain birds of the most vivid beauty. In this 
part of the country^ wild beasts are very abun- 
dant, particulariy dephants, wMdi are very in- 
offensive when unmolested. In the low grouads 
grows a species of ebony, which rises to a pro* 
digious height, and bears large bunches of yel^ 
low flowers of an aromadc smell. The bariL of 
these trees is beautifully variegated with differ- 
ent colours, and tbe wood constantly bears the 
aame hue as the bari^, though the flowers of each 
arealike. 

The Senegal forms a nun^r of islands, which 
are weH ck>thed with trees, fruits, and her- 
bage ; but the only one on which the French, 
who have been the chief proprietors of this part 
of the country since they took itfixun the Dutch 
in 1687, made any seftUement, was the Senegal, 
«tuated in sixteen degrees and five minutes of 
iiortliem latitude, and about five miles from the 
niQUth of the riv^. This island, which is only 
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two- thousand thl^e hundred yards inlength, 
and, at a medium, scarcely three hundred in 
breadth, is a dry, sandy, and steril spot, but 
well defended by the fort of St. Louis, con- 
structed in a quadrangular form, ^th two has* 
tions of considerable strength, and an arsenal 
well supplied with stores and ammunitioti. Af* 
ter the French had been in possession of this set- 
tlement about five years, it fell into the hands 
of the English, who took it in 1693 ; but in the 
following year it was retaken. In 1758, Sene- 
gal again fell under the power of the English, 
by the actWity and resolution of Captain Marsh 
of the navy, and Major Mason of the marines ; 
who, with a small squadron of ships, added a 
valuable conquest to their country, without the 
loss of a single man. By the treaty of peace in 
.1763, it was ceded to Great Britain, which ren- 
dered the gum^rade almost exclusively our 
own ; but it once more fell into the hands of the 
French, during the American war, to whom it 
was guaranteed in 1783. 

The gum, called Senegal, or Arabic, which 
constitutes the principal commodity of this coun- 
try, is reckoned a very vahiaUe article of com- 
merce, and made use of in many arts and manu- 
&ctures, particularly psdnting and dying. The 
tree from which gum exudes, is described as a 
species of acacia, small and prickly, full of 
branches, and clothed with ever-green leaves 
extremely narrow, and of a moderate length. It 
bears a white fiower, the bottom of which at 
length becomes a pod, filled with small and hard 
seed that serve to props^te the species. There 
are three forests of this tree, which are all situ- 
ated in the desert north of the river, and at near* 
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ly equal distances from it. They yield erery 
year two crops, one in December, which is the 
more productive, the other in March* This 
gum is sold by ^e natives by a cubic measure 
called a quintsJ, which contains about two hun- 
dred weight ; and in such araaung quantities is 
it produced, that a quintal of gum is frequently 
exchanged for goods, which in Europe are not 
worth more than half a crown* 



CHAPTER XL 

Zaara; or the Desert* 

T TNDER this general head we shall include 
^ the countries of Biledulgerid and Tombuc- 
too, together with the several Moorish nations 
that inhabit the vicinity^ of this vast Desert, all of 
which are involved in much uncertainty. A$ 
many of these inhospitable re^ons have neve^ 
been sufficiently explored by any person capable 
of communicating information, the descriptions 
to be met with in mddem systems are pregnant 
only with inventbn and unauthenticated asser- 
tions. ^We shall, therefore,* frave a practice 
Which every liberal and ingenuous mind must 
condenm, and content ourselves with briefly ar- 
ranging the best accounts that have been receiv- 
ed, relative to this extensive and barren tract of 
territory. 

Zaara is bounded by the Atfantic Ocean on 
the west ; by Barca, Egypt, and Nubia, on the 
east ; by the rivers Senegal and Niger on the 
south ; and by Biledulgerid on the north ; com- 
prehending an inunense extent of buming sand^ 
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the ^sterility of which no labour can oTercome, 
unless near the few rivers and springs which are 
to be met with in this parched land* The Moors 
of this part of Africa very much resemble in their 
persons the mulattoes of the West-Indies ; and 
seem to be a mixed race between those of the 
north and the negroes of the south. Of ^eir 
origin, as ^stinguished from the inhabitants of ' 
Barbary} we are told, that before the Arabian 
conquest in the seventh century, the whole of 
the inhabitants on the continent of Africa then 
known, were generally denominated Mauriy or 
Moors. These people were converted to Maho- 
metanism during the reign of the caliphs ; and 
many of ^e Nunudian tribes reUred southward 
across the Great Desert, in order to avoid the fu- 
r^ of the Arabians. It is supposed that their do* 
minion extends fit>m west to east in a narrow 
belt, from the mouth of the Senegal to the con* 
fines of the empire of Abyssinia. 

Between Cape Blanco and the river Senegal, 
the country is chiefly inhabited by those Moor* 
ish nations, that acknowledge the supremacy of 
a sovereign ; each of them being governed by a 
chief, who is generally the most wealthy and 
considerable person of the tribe. Their govern- 
ment is founded on republican princi^es, and 
nothing can be effected without &e advice and 
approbation of a council, or of an assembly of 
the whole tribe. They are brave and inured t<» 
fatigue ; and though Mahometans, it would be 
very difficult to make them undertake a journey 
to Mecca, because they would gain notlung by 
it; but they frequently penetrate, without re* 
luctance, to the centre of Africa, from whence 
tbey bring an amazing quantity of gold* Thia 
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expe^tioD is undertaken with large caravans la- 
den with salt, cloth, and various instruments of 
iron ; which they exchange for gold, ivory, musk) 
bezoar, and slaves. They also sometimes seize 
and carry off the negroes with whom they go to 
traffic, and sell them to the Europeans, or to the 
Moors of Fez and Morocco. 

Their horses are extremely beautiful, and of 
the Barbary breed ; and the Moors set a high 
value on them, on account of their ileetnessy 
which enables them to plunder the negro coun- 
tries. These steeds are often and plentifully fed, 
and have a large quantity of milk given to them 
every evening. The Moors are excellent horse- 
men, and ride without fear. One of their prin- 
ciggil amusements isto gallop at full speed, and 
then stop the horse on a sudden, which frequent- 
ly brings him down on his haunches. But the 
principal constituent of wealth is their numerous 
herds. 

They five in tented villages, generally con- 
structed in a circular form, with an empty space 
in" the centre for the pui'pose of enclosing their 
cattle. CJentinels are constantly placed on each 
side of this encampment, in order to guard 
against surprises by robbers or beasts of prpy. 
On the slightest surmise of danger, they give the 
alarm, which is speedily conveyed throughout 
the village, when every man capable of bearing 
arms stands on the defensive, at the door of his 
tent. Their slender accommodations, indeed, 
and the want of every superfluity, give little en- 
couragement to plunderers of their own species ; 
for the whole of their wealth and property, their 
cattle only excepted, is easily conveyed on the 
backs of camels to a fresh encampment, and a . 
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more felrtile and favourable spot. They gene- 
rally subsist on cakes of millet ; and their com- 
men beverage is water, or milk and whey ; for 
though in those provinces which are watered by 
the Senegal, wheat and barley might bC cultivat- 
ed to great ifdvantage, the innate love of ramb- 
ling which characterizes this people^ prevents 
them frotn paying any attention to agriculture^ 
and they choose rather to depend on the spon- 
taneous productions of the earth, than 'to con- 
fine themselves to any particular spot. " Like 
the roving Arabs," says Mr. Park, " the Moors 
frequently remove from one place to another, ac- 
cording to the season of the year, or the conve- 
nience of pasturage. In the month of Febr^- 
ry, when the heat of the sun scorches up evdry 
sort of vegetation in the Desert, they approach 
the negro country to the south ; where they re- 

' side till the rains commence in July. During 
that period, they purchase com and other neces- 
saries from the natives of Nigritia, in exchange 
for salt, and then return to the Desert, where 
they continue till the succeeding February. This 
wandering life inures them to hardships, and 
strengthens the bonds of their society ; but it 
creates in them an aversion towards strangers, 
which is almost insurmountable. Cut off §x)m 
all intercourse with civilized nations, and boast- 
ing an advantage over the negroes, by the pos- 
session of their very limited knowledge of letters, 
they are proud, as well as bigoted, ferocious, 
and intolerant, and combine in their character tl>e 
superstition of the negro, with the craelty and 
treachery of the Arab." 
Prevented as they are by local disadvantages 

•from the gratification of voluptuous appetites, 
Vol. XIV. Y 
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and Mdselj^ contented with the few conv6idencie» 
afforded them by their situation, the Moors and 
Arabs of 2!aara and Biledulgerid enjoy a share o£ 
health which almost precludes the use of medi^ 
cine. The distempers to which they are chiefly 
aubject, are intermittent fevers and dysenteries^, 
for the cure of which, prescriptions are some* 
times administered by old women, but in general 
nature is left to herself. The small-pox at times 
occasions great destruction, and is frequently 
conveyed by the Moors to the negroes in the ' 
southern states. They are entire strangers to 
all acute and chronical diseases, which are the in-" 
eyitable consequences of luxury and indolence; 
and often live to a great age without feeling the 
attack^iof time ; seldom dying before the vital- 
heat is 'extinguished, and the circulation of the 
fluids impqried by a length of years. At sixty a 
man is- saia to be in the prime of life, and is 
equally juvenile and vigorous with an European 
of thirty ; a circumstance which certainly pro- 
ceeds from the uninterrupted temperance of their 
lives^ and their exemption from tlie consuming 
passions^ ^lyy and ambition. 

The passionate fondness which mothers ex* 
press for their children would be highly com* , 
mendable, were it not carried to a degree of ex* 
cess that borders on weakness, superstitic^, and 
absurdity. They diligently watch over their off- 
spring, in order to prevent the malignity of a» 
evileyc', which they firmly believe can occasion 
diseases, misfortunes, and death. 

Males are circumcised at the age of fourteen, 
after which they are permitted to marry whene- 
ver their circumstances are sufficiently affluent 
to enabk them to purchase a wife; for^.next to- 
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fmynber of his daughters. The affectbn of a 
bridegroom is always estimated by his tibeiaHtjc, 
ttod. by the yahiet>f his presents, and the young 
lady IB never recei^^ tiU h^ par^ts are aa&- 
oiently coBopensated £br the loss i>f their daugh- 
ter* - If the suitor be disappointed in his expec^ 
taUons of the beauty or chastity of his hnde* he 
•xna.y i^ithout ceremony return her, on forfeiture 
of the simulated consideration. ^ In the even- 
ing," says Mr« Paak, ^ the tabala, or lai^ <kum5 
was bea^ to announce a wedding which was held 
at one of the neighbourmg tents. A great num* 
her cif people -of both sexes assembled, but with- 
out that miorth and hilarity whidi take p^e at a 
inarnage among the negroes : here was neidier 
fiin^iBg nor damping, nor any other amusement 
that I could perceive. A woman was beating 
the drum, and the other women joiiiing at times 
la^k/e, a chorus, by setting up a shrill scfeam } and 
at the samie time moving their tongues from ofie 
«kle of the mouidi to the other witik great celeri- 
ty« I was soon tired, and had retired into my 
hut, where I was sitting almost asleep, when an 
old woman entered, with a wooden bowl in her 
hand, and signified that she had brouj^t me a 
present from the bride* Before I could recover 
from the surprise which this message created, 
^e woman discharged the contents cf the bowi 
&I1 in my ^e. Findii^ that it was the same 
80i:t of holy water, with which, among the Hot* 
tentots, a priest is s$ud to ^rinkle a new manied 
couple, I began to suspect that the old lady was 
actuated by mischief w malice ; but she gave 
me seriously to understand, that it was a mifitial 
ifenedktian from tie Mde'scwn fierson s and which 
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OQ such occasions is always received by iHe young 
unmarried Moorsy as a mark of disUnguished fa- 
vour." 

They entertain very singular ideas relative to 
feminine perfection : with them gracefulness of 
figure and an expressive countenance are by no 
means requisite ; corpulency and beauty are sy«- 
nonimous terms : afierfect beauty ia a load Jbr a 
camel ; and a woman of moderate pretensions re* 
quires a slave on each side to support her* In 
consequence of this taste for unwieldiness of 
bulk, the Moorish ladies are at great psdns to ac^ 
quire it early in life, and for this purpose the 
mothers compel the young girls to devour a 
great quantity of kouskous, and to drink a large 
quantity of camel's milk, every morning. ** It 
is of no importance," observes Mr. Park, ^^ whe» 
ther the girl has an appetite or not ; the kous- 
kous and milk must be swallowed, and obedi- 
ence is frequently enforced by blows* I have 
seen a poor girl sit crying with the bowl at her 
lips, for more than an hour, and the mother 
holding a stick in her hand, which she used 
without mercy, whenever she observed that her 
daughter was not swallowing." 

The ceremonies used at funerals greatly re- 
semble those of the negroes on similar occasions. 
When any male native dies, one of his women 
or relations bursts into a loud outcry, which is 
the signal for all the females of the village to 
commence a doleful screaming. The people 
then assemble, and either deplore the loss of the 
deceased in the most plaintive strains, or com- 
memorate his virtues in melancholy airs suited to 
the occasion. This lively and natural represen- 
uuoii of grief, however^ is entirely feignedi 
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iH^n^ e<|aiJIy bestowed on every inan^ withoul 
any 4i&tiiiction oi rank or nierk. The body 'm 
them Mrasbed^ dressed, and pkced upon an e]eya« 
^on, that the neighbc^irs nuiy t^e a last view of 
it ; after which it is interred with the head a lit* 
tie ramed) the face being turned to the east, and 
the g^rave, on which they plant a psoticular shrub 
that is not allowed to be phicked, or even touch- 
ed, by strangers, is covered with stmies. 

771^ scientific attainments of the Moors and 
Arabs of the Desert arc very limited ; and the 
pviests akxie are capable of reading Arabic^ or 
any other language, and their learnmg is almost 
wholly confined to the Koran, and &e law of 
Mahomet. Some of them, however, have ob- 
tained a tolerable knowledge of astronomy, and 
can converse, with the precision of European 
fcholars, on the number, situation, and division 
of the stars. They are very much attached to 
then* music, which has a peculiar softness and 
e&minacy, and seems adapted to a pe<^le fond 
^f pastoral ease, and too enervated to listen with 
pleasure to the " shrill notes of war.'' But they 
are by no means deficient in personal courage) 
and fight on horseback with ama^ng resolution 
and dexterity. It is said that the inhabitants of 
the Desert fi^equently mount the ostrich, whose 
speed distances the fleetest horse, when this gi« 
gantic bird expands its wings, and skims along 
the surface of the earth. " 

Zaara is divided into several provinces or 
kingdoms, among which are reckoned Zanaga, 
Zuenziga, Targa, Lempta, Bomou, GfiK>ga, Ge- 
dumah, Jaffnoo, Ludaraar, Beeroo, Tombuctoo, 
and Houssa, which are all Moorish states. 
Besides the beasts common to the torrid zone, 
Y2 
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this country is remarkable for a species of domes^ 
tic animal; called adimnaim, which is about the 
size of an ass, with long pendant ears, and cover- 
ed with fine short wool* It is so strong that it is 
capable of carrying a man several miles, and so 
gentle that it never refuses a burden* Lion^ 
tigers, wolves, and other fell and savage crea- 
tures, add to the horrors of this inhospitable coun- 
try, and render the situation of the inhabitants 
equally disagreeable and dangerous. Describing 
the Great Desert, Mr. Park says, ** The dis- 
consolate wanderer, wherever he turns, sees 
nothing around him but a vast indeterminable ex- 
panse of sand and sky ; a gloomy and barren void, 
where the eye finds no particular object to rest 
'upon, and the mind is filled with painful appre- 
henskms of perishing with thirst. Surrounded 
by this dreary sditude, the traveller sees the 
dead bodies of birds, that the violence of the 
wind has brought from happier regions ; and, as 
he ruminates on the fearful length of his remain- 
ing passage, listens with horror to the voice of 
the driving blast*^the only sound that inteirupts 
the awful repose of the Desert." 

Geographers mention that Kala, in the pro- 
vince of Bardoa, and Gaoga, in that of the same 
name, are two of the most considerable towns in 
this sultry tract. There is also a place called 
Tegersa, which some writers consider as the ca- 
pital, but of which we are not even told in what 
part of the desert it is situated. 

The kingdom of Tombuctoo, which is the 
great object of European research, lies to the 
south-east of Zaara, extends to both sides 
of the Niger, and is said to be very consider- 
able I but its limits are not known. The ci^i- 
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nd bears the name of the kiogdom, and is ata- 
ated in the latitude of sixteen degrees and thiitjr 
minutes, and in the longitude of one degree and 
thirty-three minutes east of Greenwich* In this 
<3ltjr, and the surrounding countrf 9 the houses 
are built in a conical form, and composed 
of hurdles, plaistered with chiy* Tombuctooy 
lioweYer, contains one handsome stone mosque ; 
and the royal palace, which was deagned and 
built under the immediate inspection of a natire 
of Grenada, who had been driven hither when 
the Moors were expelled from Spain, is likewise 
a sttong and handsome &bric« 

In the dty of Tombuctoo are many weaven 
aind mechanics, and hither European cloth is 
brought from Barbary and the coast of Guinea ; 
and it is one of the cMef marts for that extensive 
commerce which the Moors carry on with the 
negroes* This sovereignty is weU watered by 
canals cut from the Niger, as well as by a num- 
ber of springs, which render the soil fertile, and 
productive in all kinds of gnun, and almost every 
necessary of life* The king and all the chief of- 
ficers are Moors ; and the inhabitants are either 
of the same extraction, or Mahonietsm converts. 
Their principles are more intolerant than those 
of the natives of any other part of Africa* Mr. 
Park was informed by an old negro, that when 
he first visited Tombuctoo, the landlord of the 
place where he lodged, on conducting him into 
his hut, spread a mat on the fioor, and Imd a 
rope on it, saying, " If you are a Mussulman, 
you are my friend ; sit down : — but if you are a 
Kafir (an unbeliever in the prophet,) you are 
my slave, and with this rope I will lead you to 
market." Chrisdans. are considered as enemies 
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of MaboQiet, and^ therefore, never pemutted to 
Wtertius country. There are many Jews at 
Tombuctoo ; but they all speak Arabic, and use 
|he same prayera as the Moors. If they did not 
thus conform themselves to the religion whk^ 
prevails, they would aot be suffered to remain 
bere. 

The present king of Tombuctoo is named Abu. 
Abrahima ; he possesses immense riches, and 
his wives and-'ConGubines are clothed in silk. 
Ke affects to shew some attention to literature^ 
^y the raaintenance q£ several doctors, priestSy 
and judges ; but, except at court, the whole 
fountry exhibits scarcely the smallest glimmen- 
iQg <^ science* When the monarch visits his 
^onp^ioDs, he fides on the back of a camel richljF* 
capariaonedf one of his principal officers att^id- 
ipg him QB foot. It is supposed that the miBtary 
fi^ce of this ^UBtpy consists of about thre^ 
thuHisand horsemen, who are armed with en- 
venomed darts, besides a considerable number 
of infantry that bear shields or swords. The 
natives address the Mng with the most profound 
veneration and respect, prostrating themselves 
on the ground in the most suppliant manner, and 
sprinkUng their heads and shoulders with dust. 
The chief officers <^ state live in considerable 
^^ndoiir f and the m^iificence of the grandees 
is estimated by the number of slaves: but the 
indulgence of this species of pomp generally 
proves &$al ; the disorderly manner of a erowd 
of slaves, their carelessness, or their treachery, 
«ften inwlving their master in danger and dis- 
tress. The expence of the, government is de- 
frayed by a tan on m/a^:handi2Qe, which is collect- 
ed at dte gates of th^ city. The currency of 
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tiie country conmsts of small pieces of gold, vd 
a species of shells or cowries, four hundred of 
ivhich are only reckoned equivalent to a ducat.- 

The kingdom ai Houssa is situated still far* 
tber towards the east. The capital is another 
g^at mart of Moorish commerce ; and is larger ^ 
and more populous than that of Tombuctoo ; 
the trade, police, and government, is nearly the 
same ; but the negroes are in greater proportion 
to the Moors, and have some share in the ad- 
ministration of the kingdom.* 

A chain of lofty mountains separate Biledul« 
gperidfrom Tripoli; but its other limits cannot 
be ascertained, as it joins the Desert, whose 
boundaries are likewise undefined and unknown* 
The whole country is mountainous, or stretohing 
out into steriland sandy plains. The dimate 
is fervid and insalubrious ; and the natives are 
meagre, swarthy, and shrivelled, their eyes being 
inflamed by the ardent reflection of the sun, as 
well as by the deluges of dust and sand, occa* 
uoned by strong winds, which not unfrequently 
oyertum huts, men, and cattle, and bury diem in 
one indiscriminate grave. 

The inhabitants of this district are an as* 
semblage of different tribes, and principally con« 
sist of native Barebers and Arabs, who are said 
to be a treacherous, furtive, and cruel race of 
people. The former live with some regularity 
and order in villages, which are composed of 
a number of mean huts ; the latter reside in tentSi 

* The JoIIba, or Niger,' is the prince of the western ri- 
vers of Africa, as the Nile is of the eastern. It has its 
rise about the fifth degree of west longitude, runs to the 
east-nordi-east, and is supposed to tenninate in lakes in 
the eastern pan of thiscontincnL 
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from n^ience tbisy make contiaMal txaJsaatmH hx 
searchofpluader or subsistence. The .nallioes 
use dates as tlie principal support of htwnan 
life, to which is ascribed an inveterate scurvy in 
the gums of the inhabitautSj* frequently occa^aii- 
ing the loss of teeth at a_very ?early pemod. Xbejr 
possess, howe\»r) in g^iei^al, sound constitutlckois^ 
and live untainted by diseases to a very advanccid 
age ; though they have hoary locks, and other 
€Qna>mitants of senility, very early in life. The 
plague and small-pox, which frequently desolate 
the contiguous countries of Barbary, are here 
wholly unknown ; though the intercourse Joe- 
cessanLy occasioned by travelling and commence 
is never on these aooounts suspended. 

The Arabs value themselves on the superi- 
ority jo£ their birth a^d talents over the priioi- 
tive inhabitants, and- live wholly independeait. 
JVIany of them hire into the service of neigh* 
bouring princes, who are at war ; and the occu- 
pation of others consists in hunting wiid beastSy 
and taking ostriches ; the last of whidi are a 
very proitable game, every part of them beiag 
applied to some valuable or uselul purpose* 
Notwithstanding tJae low and imperfect ^tate of 
literature in this country, ther&are public .semi- 
naries, to whidi boys of distincticoi are sei^ 
who aise instructed in such species of knowledge 
as are in the highest estimation, and from whence 
they are rais^ to the dignities of priests or 
judges, according to jtheir genius, and the pro- 
ficiency they have made in their studies. Even 
the study of poetry is admired and cultivated 
in this rude and barbarous country ; and, not- 
withstanding the uncultivated genius and ig- 
norance of the people, it is not uncommon for 
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some of the natives' to rise to distiiignidied Ikk 
flours in that art* The mechanical professions 
are despised as^ mean and ser^e, and beneath- 
the dignit]^ of their birth, and the women per- 
§orm the most laborioas^oilices of life* 

The city of Teucera, which is the only i^ace 
of eminence in Biledulgerid, is situated on the 
confines of Tunis, in tfcarty-two degrees twenty^- 
eight minutes of northern latitiide, and in ten 
degrees twenty-six minutes of eastern longitudef 
from London. It is supposed to have been built 
by the Romans, who fortified it with high and 
strong walls, the ruins of which are stiU to be 
seen* The Mahometans, on account of the gal« 
lant resistance made against their invasion by^ 
the inhabitants of this city, demolished the most 
beautiful structures it contained ; since which pe- 
riod, a few low and mean huts have only been* 
erected. Through the centre of the city flows •• 
river, which forms a natural boundary between 
the hsdbitations of the Arafts and Afiicans, who 
fi«quently make incursions, into each other's ter- 
ritories, and commit depredations, with all the 
rancour of open enemies ; yet both refiise to ac- 
knowledge the government of Ttinis^ and unite' 
in repelling all foreign invasion* 



CHAPTER XII. 

TTie HUtory ofBarbary. 

"D ARBARY, in a general view, comprehends 
"■^ the countries of Morocco and Fez, which 
form. a distinct and sepante empire, and the 
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states of Aigiers, Tunis, Tripoli, andBsffca, afl 
of which seem to constitute one great political 
confederacy, though independent of each other 
in their internal pclicy and government. Barba* 
Tfy which was luiown to the ancients under the 
^nomination of Mauritania, Numidia, Africa 
Proper, and Lybia, is said to have received its 
present appellation from the word bar^ which 
signifies a desert $ and hence, those who were 
its first inhabitants, assumed to themselves the 
name of Barbares^ or Berberes^ which they stiD 
retain*. This vast tract of territory commences 
on the west at Mount Atlas, and extends as far 
as Alexandria in Egypt, wluch is its eastern 
boundary ; being near two thousand miles from 
east to west, and, at its greatest breadth, seven 
hundred and fifty from north to south* The 
coasts are well watered by several copious 
streams, and the soil is extremely fertile in com 
and pastures. The advantageous situation of 
Barbary induced the Carthaginians, {lomans, 
Greeks, Saracens, Vandals, Arabs, and Tuiics, to 
make themselves successively masters of It, the 
last of whom are still in possession of this coun- 
try, except a few settlements erected on the coast 
by some European nations. 

The clims^ is temperate, and equally re- 
moved finom tM extremes of heat and odd ; for 
though snow falls nlentifuUy in winter, it seldom 
continues lon|^ on the ground, except uponMount 
Atla*, where it is constantly seen during the 
whole year. The winter season commences 
about the middle of October, towards the^end 
of which the rains set in that generally continue 
till the beginning of February ; but the cold is 
not very severe. During the spring, which com- 
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mences about the end of February, the weather 
te-lbr the most part serene and pl^eisant, except 
is% the Bionth of May, when gentle refreshing 
sliowers, assisted by the temperate heat of the 
son, bnng the fruits of the earth to a gradual 
but eariy maturity ; insomuch that figs and 
dbienies are ripe in May, and grapes by the end 
of September. The summer is from the be- 
^nningof June to the end of August, during 
which period the heats are excessire and inimi- 
cbI to health ; and the atmosphere becomes so 
. bet, as to occasion malignant and pestilential 
diseases, which, as the Mahometans think it im- 
pious to attempt their cure, frequently carry off 
great numbers of people* A sen»l^ (Hminution 
of heat begins to be felt about the beginning <^ 
September, when the autumn commences, which 
is a pleasant and delight^ season. 

In Barbary all sorts of provisions are cheap 
and plentifiil, and the soil produces almost every 
Idnd of European grain, with rice, millet, and a 
'variety of pulse : a bushel oi wheat may be pur- 
chased for sixteen p«ice,and a cow for a guinea, . 
with other articles in proportion. Horses, asses, 
camels, dromedaries, and a creature denomi- 
nated kumrahy which is bred from an ass and a 
cow, are the usual beasts of burden. 

Thb tract of territory is inhabited by thi'ee 
^gfferent classes of people ; the original Moors, 
tlie Arabs, and the descendants of the Turks, 
(who possessed themselves of some of the finest 
prcMnces, and rendered Algiers, Tunis, and Tri- 
poli, tributary,) besictes a variety of nations, and • 
reneg!uk)es of every Christian persuasion, that 
have bartered their fiiith for their fi^edom- 
The "Moofa are represented as ignorant, su- 
VpL. XIV. Z 
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persMoust 'lew<^ treacherous, f<it1iv«i and de* 
•eitfttk Indeed^ thed^penefacy^.tfieirsiefBls 
can oaJy be equalled bf the nusery of their sittt* 
»tioD, thaa wUck nothkig can be ooDceived naane 
abject and wretched* Borne dowo hy an m^ 
cumuMoti of taxeS} o^reased by cruekyt and 
exposed to the condaual lOToadsdF the pluader* 
mg Arabs, they oely provide for a have sub- 
Mstence, as ammv than temporary provision 
would stimulate the governors to impose fresh 
exactioiis, and iacrease the depredattona o^ the 
Arabs ; and thu% in ofder to avoid the cruel 
oppressiens of the fbrmer, and the insuks and 
ravages of the latter, they are obliged to aubaatt 
to penury and want. This situatioD, which 
totally depresses tlie fsiculties of the aoul, and 
checks the ardour of honest emulation, na^^ht 
reasonaUy be considered as the ag^^cegate of 
all the miseries attendant on terror and deapo- 
tisra* But these people possess almost unparah 
leled patience, and not only do they abstain from 
repinmg'at the wretchedness of &eir situatioiif 
but even seem to enjoy a portion of felicity un« 
known to those nations, where* the human mind 
is left at liberty to enter on more extensive acaies 
of action, and to indulge in the prospect of ad- 
vantages remotely consequential, without fear, 
and without restraint. They seem not to feel 
t;he weight of their yoke, and they never express 
themselves with dissatis&cti<m and tUscontent, 
much less do they utter curses and imprecations 
against the authors of their ibisery. Though 
. contending with hunger and nakedness, they f^ 
quently form a circle near their humble cots, 
where they amuse themselves in cheerio nar- 
rations, or smoke^ sing^ afiddMace, till wearied. 
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gisotiiid, and inda^ in tibek* halntual indoleiice. 
Ttiis descripdan of the M9or% bowever^ is chieflf 
apt^icaeble to those vho live in the oonntiy, and 
felhyw tbe occupation of agriciiture, aiid the 
toeedmg^ of cattle ; the inlMbitants of the aea* 
ODaest enjo^g m superior *ahare of affioence, 
tboa^:& wafferkig equa% under an oppressive and 
ailntrary go?enimeiit. 

Xke Tmks, who inhahh Baihaty, are very few 
in iminber, and the most in&mous pec^k that 
re^de here ; being destitute of ahnost every vir- 
tue^ and addicted to every vice* Their chsirac- 
ter tm aonlempti^e in ^e extresoe ; but they 
possess exorbitant power, tceattog the sw^ves 
Mith intolerable insolence ; insomuch that even 
^[^e pnudpal Moors will tnemfole at the s^;ht of 
a Turidali common seedier-— From an account of 
the country and its iidiabita&ta, we proceed to 
giv^ a cmidse and^generai history of Barbary. 
' TcK^yien, the chief of a Moorish tribe, in the 
be^URing of the twd£di c^fitury, and towards 
die ye^r 1 107, had the address to unite under 
his coaMTMOid idl the other tribes ; with these he 
engaged the Arabs, who had the greatest sway 
in Africa, over whom he gained several impor^ 
- Unit victories, and, at lengdi, expelled them out 
«f all the western parts; and thus formed a pow- 
erful en^Mre in the neighbouiiM)od of Mount At* 
las* He was succeeded by his sen Joseph, a 
prince no less brave and successful than lus fa* 
ther, and who, at the beginning of his reigUi 
laid tbe foundation of the city of Morocco* He 
declared war against the king of Fez, and lead- 
ing hiB army into the territories of that prince, at- 
tadicd And ddeat^ hisibrceS} and^sompelkd 
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him, together with the mooarch of Tiiiiis» toac 
knowledge him as their sovereign, and to pay 
him tribute ; and having thus extended his con- 
quests along the coast of the Mediteifanean, he 
returned to Morocco. His martial loid ambi- 
tious spirit would not permit him to enjoy ease 
and tranquillity ; smd he resumed operations ia 
such a manner against the Arabian cheicks, who 
refused to acknowledge themselves as Ms vassals, 
and to become tributaries, that they were struck 
with a general consternation and dismay, and fied 
with precipitation to their inaccessible holds and 
festnesses. Nothing, however, could defend 
them from the vengeance of Joseph, who attack- 
ing them in their retreats, at len^ entirely sub^ 
dued th^m. 

At the request of the Moorish princes estab- 
lished in Spain, he appeared twice in that kin^ 
dom, at the head of powerful armies^ He died 
soon after his return from thrice at hts^ii^Mtal d 
Morocco, and left the sovereignty to his son AS, 
. ^ a prince less warlike than his &ther, and 
1 1 10. ^^^> instead of attending to the conq^iests 
in Spain, employed himself in erecting 
several splendid buildings ; which afforded Al- 
phonso, king of Arrajgon, an opportunity of re- 
covering many considerable cities and prorinces. 
At length, however, he \vas prevailed on, by te 
repeated entreaties of the Moorish princes, to 
make several descents upon that kingdom, in the 
last of which his army was defeated with the k)S8 
of thirty thousand men, and himself deprived of 
both his life and his crown. 

Ali was succeeded by his son Brahem, 

J jj .' a prince as much addicted ta [Measure as 

averse to martial exploits, and who im- 
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■iKiti&diAt^y after his accession to the throve, had 
Ao soQoer endeavoured to secure the peace of his 
fjjarxninioniii^b^ confirming the governors and 
po-incipal 3niceis in their provinces and j^ces, 
^laccm he gave himself 14) to, indolence and de: 
bsuichery. This conduct, together with the 
JlaKxes with which he burdened them^ excited the 
UJolTersal indignation of his subjects, many of 
^Br]iom took up arms against their sovereign* 
TJThs leader of these insurgents was Abdallah, a 
zxian of con^derable tsjents and political sagapir 
Cy^- and who was at the head of a religious sect* 
fira^mt^ imnier9ed in pleasure, and regardless of 
^^very occm*rence> did not attend to the revolt 
ivhiist it might have been suppressed. At length, 
tiowever, he took the field agmnst the insurgents, 
, but with.an army not sufficiently powerful for op- 
posmg and disappointing their intentions* His 
Aroopswere defeated in the first engagement, 
mxid the imfortunate prince was compelled to fiy 
lor re&ge ;^ but being pursued by his revolted 
subjects, and seeing no method to avoid falling 
ioto their hands, he pushed his horse over a pre- 
cipice, and was dashed to (ueces. ' 

After the death of Abdallah, his chief genei^ 
Abdolumen, supported by the suffrages of all tlie 
other revolted chiefs, was declared his successor, 
jBXid proclaimed king accordingly. Brahem, 
iiowever, havii^ left an infant son, whom, at his 
departure &om' the capital, he had committed to 
the care of proper governors, on the news of his 
father's death, he was acknowledged a$ sovereign 
of Morocco, and itll the inhabitants swore allegi- 
ance to him* This circumstance was no sooner 
reported to Abdolumen, tfian he immediately 
marched an army against the capital, which he 
Z 2 



,y Google 



260 BAEBAkT. 

invested. It was bravely defended by the inhabi* 
tants, but he took a solemn oath that he would 
not raise the dege till he had reduc^ the cky, 
and made it U> pass through a ueve* In order to 
accomplish his oath, and to oUiterate for ever 
the memory of the founders of Morocco, he 
caused the most ancient and splendid edifices* 
particularly the royal palace and other public 
buildings, to be levelled with the ground, and 
&e stones to be broken and reduced to powdei^ 
which was sifted. He then constructed, in a 
more ample and sumptuous raiomer, other pa- 
laces and other mosques, which he d^iominated 
after his own name ; but he had the moitifica*- 
tion to see all those edifices resume the ;iames of 
the kings their founders, by which they had be^i 
formerly distinguished* He put the son of the 
late mcmarch to death ; and exercised the great- 
est cruelty against the citizens and sc^dierB who 
bad Signalized themselves in the defence of the 
city, or had exhibited zeal and loyalty.in the cause 
of the in^t sovereign. 

In the mean time, the Moork^ piinccs ia 
Spain, greatly harassed by the exertions of king 
Alphonso, repeatedly entreated Abdolumen to 
pass over to their asuatance : but his own. do- 
minions demanding all his attention, he could on- 
ly send them an army of thirty thousand men, 
who were very serviqe^e again^ the Christians. 
On the death of Abdolumen, his son, Joseph the 
second, ascended the throne, and imitated his 
predecessors in mjaking descents on Spain* He 
was succeeded by his son Ahnansor, which sig- 
nifies conqueror, who carried the war into Spain, 
and also subdued Numidia, and all the country 
which extends as far as Tripoli} comprehending 
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Morocco, Fez, and Tunis, to the deserts of Ly- 
bia. He likewise gained several victories over 
the Christians, and became the most powerfiil 
king that had mgned in Africa since the time of 
the Arabian caliphs. During the period of his 
dbsfcnce in Spain, the governor of Morocco re- 
volted ; but not daring to meet his sovereign in 
the field, he retired into the ca{Mtal, where he 
fortified himself The king immediately invest 
ed the city, but, after besi^ng it for some ^me, 
"wasunder the necessity of pronnsing pardon to 
the rebel, on condition of his delivering up Moro^ 
CO* Almansor, however, not able to restrain lus 
anger at the si^t of the re vidted governor, com- 
manded his h^ to be struck off* But, touched 
-with remorse at his cruelty and breach of fidth, 
the king immediately, disappeared, and wander- 
ed about^bacure and unknown, and, at length, 
coonnenced the buuness of a baker at Alexan- 
dria. Here he was found s<Hne years after by 
oneof. his wives, who loved him with great ten> 
demess, and had left Morocco to search for her 
Im^Ntfid. Almansor not being to be prevailed 
on to return to his lungdom, the emirs conferred 
the crown on his son, who experiencing ^ 
^neat misfortunes in Spain, died of grie£ j^ia. 
When intelligrace was received of his 
death, all the governors of the different provio- 
ces revolted against his son, who was still a chiki ; 
and this vaBt>empire, towards the middle of the 
Clnrteenth century, was divided into the several 
nations and kingdoms, which are now known by 
the name of the States of Barbary. 
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CHAPTER XUL 
Eamfire qf Movoceo and Az. 

MOROCCO flDd Fez, vhid& now campomt 
one empire, extend ^m the twenty-eightb 
Id the thirty-sixth degree of north latitude, and 
hom the fourth to the eleventh of west k>ng^« 
lade, from London ; being about five hundred 
miles long, and two hundred and fifty bioad. It 
eomfyreheods Fez, Morocco Proper, and Suz; 
beudes the kingdom of Tafilet and the province 
of Gesula* The cHmate is in general hot, but 
not insalubrious, if compared with the nesg^ 
bouiingcountriesoif Tunis and Algiers. Mount 
Atlas surrounds this country on the south, in the 
form of a crescent ; and is the source of some 
connderable rivers, which, after a meandering 
coursfe of many leagues, empty themselves into 
the Adantic Ocean* The principal rivers are 
the Mulvya, which divides the kingdom of Fez 
iirom Algiers ; the Taga, which discharges its 
waters into the Mediterranean, near the -StraitB 
of Gibraltar ; the Cebu^ which in its oourse pas- 
ses between two rocks of prodigious height, and 
falls into the sea near Mamon ; the Ommirsdih, 
<ommonly denominated the Maibeah, whidi, af- 
ter a longeourse, dischat^^es itself into the ocean, 
and forms a capacious bay on the east side of 
Azamor ; the Tonsist, which empties itself into 
the sea, near the port ofSafli ; and theSuz, tha& 
gives name to the province through which it 
^ws, and forms its boundary. 

Besides these great rivers, there are a variety 
of branches which intersect the country, and fer« 
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fflizethe soiL Were this empire properly culti- 
vated, it would produce two or three crops in the 
year ; but, except for a lew leagues round the 
towns, it is entirely waste, or plundered by the 
wandering Arabs. This country is famous for 
its horses, that are called barbs ; dromedaries es* 
^iemed for their swiftness ; and camels so useful^ 
in barren and sandy deserts, and which will tra» 
re\ ten days without water, and without any other 
sustenance than what each part of their body 
furnishes for their support. On these occamons 
• the bunch on the back of the camel seems to de« 
crease in size, then the belly and buttocks, till 
finally they become so weak and emaciated that 
they are incapable of sustaining a load of a hun* 
dred weight, though when well fed, they will ea- 
sHy carry one of eight or nine hundivd during 
the longest journeys. 

The inimbitants that call themselves the old* 
est natives in this empire, are the Berberes, who 
still retain their ancient customs and language ; 
and, as they are not yet entirdy subdued, they 
live in huts upon the mountains. The Arabs 
wander from one place to another with their nu-» 
nierous herds, and cultivate the plains and most 
fruitful parts of this country ; and, though they 
pay some tribute to the emperor of Morocco, 
they are in reality subject only to shariffs elect- 
ed by themselves, and chosen from among their 
own peo^Ci Several tribes subsist merely by 
plunder, and inhabit inaccessible places, from 
which they descend to commit depredations on 
the caravans and travellers. The Moors are the 
descendants of those who were expelled out of 
Spain; and, though poor and oppressed, are ex- 
tremdy num^ious, especiaUy on the coasts ; but 
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as tbej ImYt no ships of their own, they cany onr 
no direct trade with foreign natbns. They av8 
reckoned avaridoas, deceitful, superstitious, ve* 
vengeful) jealous, and treacherous f and in these 
▼ices are surpassed only by the Jews, who come 
hithar £tom Portugal and Spain. These last be* 
ing the merchants, factors, and bankers of the 
kingdom, are exposed to excessive taxes, w^hic^ 
they alleviate by fraudulent means. The rene* 
gadoes are a distinct class of people, not less de^ 
tested by tiie other inhabitants than by Christi* 
ans. They are employed in the meanest and 
most serv^ ofi^es ; and vtrhen distributed into 
the army, are placed in the foremost ranks, and 
if they in the kast give way, they are immedi^ 
ately cut to jueces. 

The slaves constitute another considerate aiid 
numerous class of people, and in no part of the 
world are they treated with more rigour and in- 
humanity than in Morocco : they are dl the pro- 
perty of the king, and are never sufiefed to enjojr 
the least relaxation from their labours. Bariey 
bread fried in oil is the only food which is allow- 
ed them ; aiid often when they put one hand to 
their mouths, the other is empkiyed in some 
painful and dirty work. Merciless overseers 
continually beat them if they seek the least re- 
pose, or seem in any degree to relax from their 
labour ; and it is no uncommon thing to see them 
&il a prey to ^tigue, and to expire under the 
blows of their unrelenting masters. During the 
night they are shut up in a siUiterraneous don* 
geon, into which they descend by a ladder of 
ropes, tha^ is afterwards drawn up, and the 
mouth of the prison is festened wi^ an ixon 
grate. The dress of thefie unfortunate feapk 
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teottsts of a kuE^ coat of coarse wodkD cloth, 
with a hoodi which sertes them as cap^ shirt, 
and breeches ; and they^are never allowed stock* 
iligs or shoes* The women and married per- 
son in order that they may produce new slaves, 
are exen^teil from the severeat labours) but they 
are neither better fed, better clothed, nor better 
lo^ed than the rest of their companions. Their 
masters are not very solicitous that they should 
renounce the Christian fiiitb, as in that cas« 
they would become free* 

In Morocco there e:aists a distinguished race 
fif Moors, who occupy the hi^^st and mostlu^ 
eratiTC places, and make a great figure in Uie 
eountry ; on account, however, of their power 
and opuknce, they are more exposed to the ava- 
nee, cruelty, and jealousy of the sovereign, who 
is despotic ; and often pay dearly for their dis- 
tincticm 9SRd pre-eminence* Lastly, up<m Mount 
Atlas are found a kind of savages, who live on 
the fruits of the earth, and what they take by 
himting. It is evident, therefore, that the inha« 
hitants of this empire con»st of men of all kinds, 
of all religions, and of all shapes and colours ; 
for even negroes are not wanting* 

The principal towns in the empire of Morocco 
are Morocco, Fez, Salke, Tetuan, Mequinez, 
Tangier, and Ceutu, all of which are ornamented 
with beautiful edifices,4fcparated by a kind of huts 
in which the poputece reside ; insomuch that 
hixury is every where accompanied by wretched- 
ness : a mixture not unfrequent in despotic 
states* 

The history of the world doe& not furnish any 
examine of a more despotic government than 
(hat of Morocco. Religion, laws, customs, all 
conspire to render the monarch absolute and ar- 
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bitraiy, and to confirm the subject in the most 
abject and miserable state oi skiyery. The em* 
peror who is called the shariff, has an unbound- 
cd power, not only over the lives and fortunes, 
but also over the consciences, of his subjects ; be- 
ing the only person, as the successcH* of Maho- 
inet, qualified to be grand interpreter of the Ko- 
ran, and Dominating and appointing aM the- judg- 
es under his government. No soc^ier are his 
laws enacted than they are proclaimed tbit>ugh* 
out the empire, and received with an implicit 
and religious veneration : those who die in the 
execution of his commands, are supposed to be- 
immediately admitted into paradise ; and those 
who receive their death from his own hands, to 
enjoy the greatest happiness a future state can 
afford. These notions being carefully inculcat- 
ed and implicitly believed, we need not wonder 
to find, on the one hand, cruelty, tyranny, and 
oppres»on ; and, on the other, passive submis- 
sion, gross ignorance, and unrepining slavery* • 

Thfe titles assumed by the king of Morocco 
jare, the Most Gracious, Mighty, and Noble 
Emperor of Africa, King of Fez and Morocco, 
Tafilet, Suz, Dahra, and all the Algarbe and its " 
territories in Africa, and Grand Shariff (that is, 
Vicegerent) of the Great Prophet Mahomet. 

As the emperor is esteemed the sole heir of 
all his subjects, he seizeAm the whole of their 
effects, and only makes such provision for their 
families, as he himself may think proper, and 
which is generally very inconsiderable. By way, 
however, of preserving the shadow of justice, the 
meanest subject in his dominions has the power 
of summoning the emperor before the mufti's tri- 
bunal (a sort of s^Hritual jurisdiction ;} but the 
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dangervrhich never &ils to attend the enforce-* 
ment of this pretended privilege^ proves a verf 
SQfiment security against his being ever troubled 
with aaay such citation* 

The revenues of this prince consist in these 
heritages, and in the sde of employments ; and 
frequent gratuities demanded from those who 
possess them. Another considerable fund arises 
fiom the tribute paid by all corssdrs ; bendes 
what is given for the privilege of purchasing 
slaves at fifty crowns each. These slaves are 
sometimes sold by the monarch at a profit of 
one hundred per cent ; but they are generally 
kept and employed in his own labours, which 
also form a branch of his revenue. He has 
likewise the tenth part of the cattle, fruits, and 
productions of the earth ; which, however^ cost 
<kum some trouble to collect, as he is obligeid, for 
that purpose, to send out troops, who compel 
^e Arabs, Moors, and Berberes, the inhabi- 
tants of the country, to pay the tythe of their 
produce. The Jews and Christians, for the 
privilege of trading, pay a capitation tax ; 
and, lastly, exorbitant exactions are made ou 
Christian princes and states as tribute for re* 
straining the corsairs, and suffering only a cer* 
tun number of them to attack their vessels. 

Nature, however, has wisely imposed a check 
on the avarice and licentiousness of this govern- 
ment, by affording them no good ports ; Sallee, 
which is very conidderably the best, being al- 
ways dry at low water ; and as it is also shut up 
by a dangerous bar, so that it will only admit 
Vessels of small force, their navy is of very iittle 
ttnportance. During peace the land forces are 
greatly neglected and dispelled throughout the 
Vol. XIV. A a 
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empire ; they generally amount to htij thoix«> 
Band men. The in&ntry are badly armed and 
ill-disciplined ; the cavalry are better malntMTV" 
ed ; "but the most formidable corps is that of the 
negroeS} who compose the emperor's body- 
guardy and amount to four or five thousand 
men, without enumerating those dispersed 
throughout the promces. An escort of these 
troops Is greatly desired by every governor, as 
well ^ the sake of pleasing the emperor, as to 
secure his own safety. The negroes who form 
these detached troops are afterwards embodied 
into those of the emperor, and this promotion is 
an object of emulation and reward* 

Learning, as may well be presumed, is at its 
lowest ebb in this country ; and even some €tf 
the emperors have been incapable of reading or 
writing; qualificctions which are chieAy con- 
fined to the priests and doctors of the law, and 
rai^ly to be met with among the common peo- 
ple. There are, however, some regular schools 
in their cities and towns, for teaching children to 
read, write, and cypher ; but the Koran is es 
teemed the perfection of all human learning) 
and when once the student has gone through it, 
he is superbly dressed, placed on horseback, and 
conducted through the town in triumph, by his 
school-fellows. The inhabitants are much ad- 
dicted to astrology, and hav^ great confidence 
in charnis, sorcery, and amulets. 

They ai'e Mahometans of the sect of Melech, 
but they blend cei^tain Pagan rites with the doc- 
trines of the Koran: they carry provisions to. 
the tombs of the dead, where they assemble in 
great numbers every Friday ; and the women 
ijever fail to be present at these meetings, which 
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{brm a part of their recreationa. In these of- 
ficesy the priests, who generally have cells in the 
Ficinity of these repositories, join with much ap- 
parent seal and devotion for a very inconsider- 
able sum* The profound veneration, however, 
with which the inhabitants of Morocco treat the 
holy name of God, is well worth the notice and 
imitation of Chrisdans. The im^Nious practice 
of profane swearing is wholly unknown am<Mig 
them ; and their detestation of Christians is not 
a little increased by the blasphemous and in- 
decent manner, in which the votaries of the gos- 
pel of Jesus express themselves on every trivial 
occasion* 

They pay great veneration to persons who 
hjBtve performed a pilgrimage to Mecca, whom 
they call hadgis or saints, and allow them pe* 
collar privileges* Even the animals on which 
tiiey rode during the journey are considered as 
^oly, exempted from all fiiture services, and 
maintained till their death, when they are in* 
terred with great ceremony. If a man be con- 
victed of having absented himself from the 
mosque during the period of eight days, for the 
firsNt offence he is rendered incapable of giving 
evi<ience in a court of justice ; for the second, he 
i» fined ; and for the third, burned as a heretic. 
The women are not permitted to enter these 
places of worship, as they would too much dis- 
tract the attention of the religious mussulmen* 
** Let them," say they, " propagate their spe- 
cies i it was for that purpose they were created." 
They believe that all shall be saved, who die 
under fifteen years of age ; but nonp above that 
period, unless they be of the same creed as them- 
selves. If a Jew or a Christian enters a mosque, 
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he is homed or impaled alive, unless he becoaie 
a Mahometan. They think it no crime to break 
their word with infidels, as they denoofiinate 
those who do not believe in the mission of the 
profit, and to oppress them in every possible 
manner* There is scarcely a more perfidious 
and rapacious people on the face of the earth ; 
and even the emperor himself and lus ministry 
are remarkably fond of presents, and desirous oi 
obtaining them* In Morocco it is a conunon pro- 
Terb, that " vinegar received as a present, is 
sweeter than honey which has been purchased*'* 
In no place is the ramadan^ or lent, observed with 
. more strictness. Even childrea are compelled to 
submit to this religious duty ; and the crews of 
their corsairs, though the greatest viUsuns in ex- 
istence, will not allow the smallest infracti<»i of 
this &st. The punishments inflicted by the in- 
habitants of Morocco are horrid; criminals are 
.frequently sawn asunder, lengthwise or across ; 
impaled alive; or burned to death by a slow fire* 
The language of this country is the jirabeae, or 
modem Arabic, which is spoken in every part of 
thp Barbary states, and is very extensively used, 
being propagated in all the dominions of the 
grand-seignior, and preserved by those who 
make pilgrimages to Mecca. The inhabitants 
of Morocco never suffer their quarrels to ter- 
* minate in murder, for the commission of which 
their religion allows no pardon. A crowd of 
curious spectators never accompany a criminal 
to the place of execution ; if they meet one on 
the road, they view him vrith looks of sorrow and 
compassion ; nor can they comprehend for what 
reason the people in our cities are fond of si^ch 
unpleasant sights* Games of chance are pro- 
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Mfadted l>y the laws ; and the gambling assem- 
blies of Europe, which are so active and so tur- 
bulent, afford them another subject for specu- 
lation and astonishment* In paying visits, they 
never spend more time than is absolutely ne- 
cessary for the business which* is the object of 
them ; and they never enter into any desultory 
conver^tion respecting the afr2drs of tiieir neigh- 
bours, or the concerns of the state. On these 
occasions, the usual entertainment ccmsists of 
sherbet, coffee, and a pipe of tobacco. They 
drink and smoke in silence ; after which tliey 
take their leave. Wine and strong liquors are 
prohibited under the severest penalties ; and even 
the greatest and most powerful lords dare not 
infringe this law, except in the most secret 
manner. 

There are two political maxims, to which the 
emperor of Morocco pays particular attention : 
one of these consists in permitting and protect- 
ing in his ports, the consuls and merchants of the 
Christian nations with whom he is at war, in 
order to encoun^e and preserve the commerce 
«f his states. The other is, to live on friendly 
terms with the republics of Tunis, Algiera, and 
Tripdi, that they may form a barrier against 
the designs of the Othman Porte, and also may 
not interrupt each other in their piracies. 

In the general history of Barbary, we have 
already seen, that in the commencement ^ 
of the sixteenth century, after the death ,* ^' 
of Almansor, this vast empire was di- 
vided among the governors or viceroys, who 
rendered themselves independent. From that 
period, the sovereign power was transferred from 
one person to another through several tribes^ till 
Aa3 
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at length it became vested in that of Oatze^^ 
who established the throne at Fez, and appointed 
governors to rule at Morocco. In the pro- 
vince of Dhara^ ' there lived a person named 
Hassan, who pretended to be of die race of the 
shariffs, or descendants of Mohammed, and -wlio 
had acquired great respect by his virtue^ietjr, 
and knowledge. This man had three sons^ 
grown to maturity, who were called Abdelqui^» 
vir, Hammed, and Mahomet, and whom he edu^ 
cated in the same principles* In order to raise 
their reputation among the devotees, Hassan de* 
termined to send them on a pilgrimage to Mec- 
ca, where they conducted themselves with such 
prudence, and exhibited such proofs of their 
piety and holfness, that, on their return, the 
people flocked round them in crowds, wherever 
they passed, to kiss the hem of their garments* 

Hassan and his sons pretended to ecstatic 
visions and revelations, and affected an extra- 
ordinary zeal for the Mahometan fiuth ; inso- 
much that, at length, tliey were considered as 
envoys deputed by heaven to be the defenders of 
the religion of the prophet. The old shariff, - 
who conducted the matter, sent two of his sons 
to Fez, where they insinuated themselves so 
much into the &vour of the king, that he raised 
Hammed, the eldest, to a professor's chair in the 
celebrated college in that city, and appointed 
Mahomet, the youngest, preceptor to his own 
children. 

Taking advantage of the royal fevour and of 
their influence in the college, they requested 
and obtained the governments of Suz, Morocco, 
Hoa, Tremecen, and Ducata. Muley Nacer, 
the king's brother, a person of much prudence 



,y Google 



MOROCCO AND FSZ« S79 

aiui disceratnent, peqetrated the sinbter designs 
of the shariffS) remonstrated with the monarch 
on the impropriety of his conduct, and ceased 
not to exclaim, that there was great reason to 
be suspicious of these hypocrites ; but his re* 
monstrances were vain and ineffectual* The 
two brothers had no tooner arrived in the pro- 
vinces of their government, than they ndsed the 
standard of Mahomet against the Portuguese) 
who had possession there of some small and in- 
considerable settlements* They also affected 
great zeal in the cause of the Mahometan re- 
ligion, which fsdled not to procure them a great 
number of mussulmen soldiers; and attacking 
the city of Mezoar, whose inhabitants had sided 
with the Portuguese, they made themselves mas- 
ters of it, and of the whole province of Dhara* 
These successes raised their reputation to such 
a height, that not only the king of Fez and his 
subjects, but all the Moors in general, applauded 
the choice that had been made of these sharifls. 
Muley Nacer alone penetrated their perfidious 
designs, and lamented the evils which he could 
not prevent. The repeated remonstrances of 
this prince, however, began to produce some 
effect on the mind of the king, when Mahomet, 
after rendering himself absolute in his govern- 
ment, built a magnificent palace in the capital of 
his province, and assumed the title of prince of 
Hoa. 

The two brothers soon after formed the de^ 
^gn of making themselves masters of the city of 
Morocco, which with the neighbouring territory 
was occupied by a prince of a petty tribe. In 
order to avmd the tediousness and uncertainty 
^ a siege, they resolved, if possible, to obtain 
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possesion of the place by treachery ; which iflis 
accontingly effected by poisoning the prince* 
Not thinking themselves, however, sufficiently 
tCroog to profess openly their designs, they sent 
a splendid embassy to the king of Fez, assuring 
the monarch of their entire submission to his 
ftuthority, ^d that they woukL pay him an anr 
nual tribute. Their fath^ Hassan was now dead; 
and their ddest brother Abdelquivir, who was 
the least wariike of the three, had been killed 
m an engagement. They were at that time 
known usider the denomination of the two sharififs, 
Ikud considered and extolled amoag the good and 
{»ous mus$uli|ien as the XDo&t st^y aijul stze- 
nuous supporters of their holy reUgion ; and hav- 
ing attained to this high degree of power, they 
at length cesolved to maiptain their Indepen^nce, 
and to xenounce their allegiance to the king of 
Fez. The xnonarch, now sensible of his impru- 
dence, expressed his resentment by menaces, to 
which the treacherous shariflspaid no regard. 
. . J. This prince di^ soon after of griei^ and 
1529] WftS succeeded by his son, who having 
been educated under Mahon^tj t^ 
youngest of the three brothers, imagined tha^t 
he could gain his preceptor, by giving him to 
understand, that in consideration of a smaU an- 
nual tribute he would <^onfinn him in his power 
and dignity. To this Maho.met i^lied^ tiiat being 
a descendant of the great prophet, it was »«- 
ther lawful .nor l>ecomin^ his dignity a^d ho- 
nour that he should .jpay tribute to any one. 
^ If you are indeed^*' continqcKl he., " desirous 
of treating me as a friend, I shall always enter- 
tain a grateful reme^nbrance of ttxe favours I 
have received tvQKa ypur ffttber <^d &oM you J 
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^Mit if you endeavour to obstruct me in the war 
which I am now carrying on against the Christi- 
ans, you must expect for that impiety tlie just 
judgment of God and of his prophet ; and as for 
myself, I want neither strength nor courage to 
counteract any attempts that may be made to di- 
vest me of my dignity and authority." 

This answer being reported to the king of Fezf 
he laid siege to the capital of Morocco ; but be- 
ing repulsed by the garrison^ was obliged to 
abandon the enterprize* Tlie two shariifs soon 
after united their forces, and attacking the mo- 
narch in his retreat, compelled his army to 
betake themselves to flight, when all the tents 
and baggage of the sovereign fell into the hands 
of the enemy* After this success, Mahomet 
assumed the title of king, which had before 
been given to his brother Hammed, whom he 
now exceeded as mueh in power, as he had hi- 
therto surpassed him in valour and policy. The 
latter, however, displeased to see his younger 
brother usurp a dignity, which he considered as 
belonging exclusively to himself, declared war 
against Mahomet ; who prudently forbore aU 
kinds of hostility till he was attacked by Ham- 
med, and contented himself with apprising the 
principal officers of his army of his brother's 
treachery and ingratitude. A general engage- 
ment soon after tool^ place between the armies of 
the two rivals, in which that of Hammed was 
defeated with the loss of eight thousand men^ 
and himself and one 9f his sons were taken pri- 
soners* 

At length, by the intervention of the nobles, a 
treaty of paction was concluded between the 
two brothers, by which it was agreed, that Mst« 
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txMnei shoidd possess the govenimeQt of Si£z»^ck 
gether with all the provinces to the soutli of 
Mount Atlas, uid that Harran,- his eldest aQQ, 
should be declared heir to the kingdoms which 
they conjointly possessed. Hammed, however, 
was no 900Mr set at liberty, and had reached his 
capital of Morocco, than he refused to ratify the 
treaty, which he considered as extremely preju- 
dicial to bis own family. This was followed \^ 
-coiother bloody and desperate engagement, in 
which the forces of the unfortunate Hammed 
were again defeated, and himself taken prisonert 
and bai^sbed with his family to the province of 
Tafilet. Mahomet afterward declared war 
i^^nst the king of Fez, and being as usual vic^ 
torious, took that {Hince prisoner, and loaded 
him with irons. 

The preceptor, still mindful of his former 
condition, no sooner beheld his unfortunate 
pujHl, than he conunenced a pedantic remoo^ 
strance, in which he reminded him of the inr 
structions be hadlcHTOerly g^ven him, and re- 
pffoached the monarch with inattention to them, 
and .with having suffered crimes and abomit 
nations to be introduced into his capital, that 
had formerly cherished religion and the sciences. 
" If you now find yourself stiipped of royalty," 
said the hypocritical sharifT, ^' as a punishment 
for the negligence of which you have been 
guilty, do not imagine that I am the author of 
your misfortunes. God himself has contend* 
ed on my aide against you ; and your defeat 
ought wholly to be ascribed to him. Be of good 
courage, however, and confide, that you will 
soon be re-established in your dominions." 
Having heard him with great pfitience} the pri- 
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mmtt made hhn a short compBmait fcr the pro- 
inise contained in the latter part of his speech) 
and replied : ^ I can-acaicely bring myself to 
beiieYe, that you took up arms against me mere- 
ly for the puipose of ^ving me this lesson* I 
readily aclmowledge, indeed, that tf great many 
abuses and irregularities, which a monarch can 
neither foresee nor preTent, may be introduced 
into a state; but even supposing that those 
crimes, of which you accuse me, were of the 
most enormous and flagrant kind, and that it 
was entirely owing to my negligence and remiss- 
ness, that they were not checked, what authori- 
ty could yoo have for punishing my errors ; you^ 
whom my father raised from the low condition 
of a schoolmaster to that high degree of power, 
to which you have now attamed ? Does it be- 
come you, whom I' myself have loaded with the 
greatest fiivours, to repay them with ingrati- 
tude, under the specious cloak of virtue and re- 
ligion V* 

The prince here paused; his indignation 
against the treacherous shariff, together mth 
the pain arising from his wounds, to which he 
had been hindered from paying due attention, 
by Mahomet's zeal for the reformation of his pu- 
pil, prevented him for some time from continu- 
ing his speech, but at length he resumed his nar- 
rative : " To avoid what might give you un- 
easiness, by unveiling to those who are present, 
and hear our discourse, your profound dis^mu- 
lation, I have only to add, that Divine Provi- 
dence seems to have delivered me into your 
hands, in order to try what use you will make 
of your victory ; and whether, after violating the 
most solemn treaties, and the sacred ties of al- 
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legiance and gratitude, you are stiH ci^nble of 
repentance* And skice you have undertaken 
before this assembly to remind me of my duty, 
let us see whether you can perform your own ; 
and whether you can perceiye how hr the m- 
constancy of fortune may haye rendered us se> 
viceable and necessary to each other." 

This severe reply only produced a malignant 
smile on the countenance of the shariff ; who, 
howeveri treated^ his prisoner with much out- 
ward respect. But when they came tomenti<m the* 
terms of his railsom, this ungenefous conqiieror 
insisted that the king of Fez should deliver up 
to him his capital, whenever he might diink |Mt)- 
per to demand it. Hammed, the brother <tf' 
Mahomet, who was dissatisfied with the porti(m 
of territory allotted him, judging g( the discon» 
tent of the king of Fez by his own, proposed to 
that prince to conclude a league offensive and 
defensive against their common enemy* Before, 
however, that matters were brought to a crisis, 
and even without knowing whether a rupture 
would take place, Mahomet suddenly presented 
himself before Fez, and summoned the king to 
suri'ender the city. This the monarch absolute- 
ly refused, and alleged, that tlie inhabitanCi 
were unwilling to open their gates, and to change 
their sovereign* Mahomet, however, having 
secretly gained over the people to his interest, 
by promising them certain advantages, was re- 
ceived into the city, and the unfortunate king 
fled with precipitation into the fortress, where, 
being destitute of provisions, he was obliged to 
submit himself to the conqueror* The only 
terms dn which he obtained his life were, that 
he should live as a private individual, in' what- 
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eyer place Mahomet should think proper to ap* 
point. The unfortunate prince was commanded 
soon after to retire with lus fiimily to Morocco» 
where he might foe under the immediate power 
of the conqueror ; and Hammed was banished to 
the desert, in the hopes that his name would ne« 
^r more be mentioned* 

This prince, however, contrived means to es- 
cape from his dreary abode^ and once more ap> 
peared in arms against his brother^ who took 
him prisoner soon afler, and sent him with all his 
Children to Morocco, which became his prison. 
Mahomet, in lus old age, experienced misfortunes 
which irritated his temper : he lost in war a fo- 
ipourite son, to whom he confided his most im« 
portaat ccmcems, and his arms were not accom* 
panied with that success which had hitherto at- 
tendbd them. He became afraid of treachery 
and revolt, which contributed to render his life 
wretched, and his disposition cruel and tyranni- 
cal. He caused the unfortunate king of Fez and 
his son to be put to death, on suspicion that the 
monarch had exdted in a ndghbouring province 
an insurrection, which had b^n wholly owing to 
his own tyranny t^ exacticms. The aged sha- 
riff, however, could not avoid his melancholy 
and untimely fote. 

During the time in which Mahomet had been 
employed in subduing Morocco, Barfoarossa had 
made himself master of Algiers ; and between 
these two warriors there existed an ancient 
friendship, which was only dissolved by the death 
of the latter. His son Hassan, who on the de^ 

fise of his &ther had ascended the throne of 
at kingdom, being informed that Mahomet 
Was making preparations against him^ and afraid 
Vol. XIV. Bb 
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that he should not be able lo ve^t so Ibnoi* 
daUe an enemy, diBpatched an assassin, who^ m 
consideration <^ a sum oi money, promised ta 
munlerthe tyrant. This vas accordingly ef- 
fected ; and such was the tragical fiite of Ma^ 
hornet, .whO) under the spedoos cloak of relig^kisi 
and sanctity, and by the basest means, had raised 
himself to the summit of power and greatness. 
No sooner was the news of his death carried to 
Morocco, than Budear, the governor of that cityy 
fearing Hammed, whom he had then in custody^ 
would find means to e&cite a section among the 
people, caused him and seven of his soils or 
grandsons to be massacred. Thus the two rival 
brothers, who had so kM)g contended lor the eiii« 
pire, perished by violent deaths almost at tht 
same time. 

-^ Mahomet vras succeeded in the kii^ 
j^^.' dom by hiaison Abdallah, the first mea* 
sures of whose government were employ* 
ed in punishing the officious cruelty* of Budear. 
In the number of those whom that minister had 
caused to be put to death, were two young princefs 
bom by Lela Mariam, the sister of Abdallah, to 
Zidan, the eldest son of Hammed. The prin- 
cess, greatly affected with this melancholy tv&itf 
resolved to be avenged on the murderer of her 
children. For that purpose she endeavoured to 
inspire Abdallah with suspicions of Budear, then 
grand-vizier, whom she insinuated to have mur^* 
dered those princes with no other view than that 
of securing the crown to his brother ; and that, 
on the death of the sovereign, he would also 
put to death the king's son. Though the mo- 
narch entertained a greater affection for his sis- 
ter than was i^onsisteat^ he refused to give a^ 
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^t to this infenaatioii, a&d veqaested farther 
proof of the vizier'^ dengns. Xiela Marmnii 
Iherefbrey deirised a stmtagem which had the de- 
sired effect* 

She prc^x»ed to her brother that he should 
feign himself iU^ and that no person should be 
penxutted to see him. The vizier was frequent 
in his Visits, and being sdwaf s refused admit* 
lance^ began to suspect that the king was dead) 
and that his sister, for some political reasons, in- 
tended to conceal this circumstance horn the 
public. Budear, therefore, demanded to be ad* 
mitted in a haughty and resolute tone, and told 
^le piincess that there was an absolute necessity 
«f his being satisfied whether the monarch was 
aHre or not. Lda, as if forced to comply, ac« 
Imowledged that her brother was dead, and con- 
ducted the vizier into an apartment where he he« 
held the prince stretched out nnitionless, having 
his foce covered with a veiL She then asked his 
e^ion of what was proper at such a juncture, 
and proposed that the son of the deceased mp- 
naich should be proclaimed king. The vizier, 
however, replied, that the prince was too young 
to succeed his father ; and that it woukl be neces* 
sary to have some one capable of governing the 
state, of punbhing the crimes which Abdallah 
iKid tolerated, and of rewarding the worthy per- 
lons whom he had overlooked ; tliat no one was 
better qualified for filling the vacant throne than 
his brother ; and that, notwithstanding his obli- 
gations to the late king, he would be the first to 
oppose the succession of his son. 

Budear would have added more, but Abdal- 
lah, no longer al^ to contidn himself imcovered 
his face, and shaking his staff, began a speecli^ 
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filled with the most seyere invectives and re->' 
proaches. The vizier, confounded and terrified^ 
immediately quitted the royal presence, and dis-^ 
guising himself in female attire, fled out of the 
city* But wlule he was waiting under an olive* 
tree in expectation of horses which he had order-' 
ed to follow, some huntsmen who passed that 
way, taking him for a woman of pleasure^ lifted 
up his Yttl, and recognized him* Their &Klios 
the vizier in such a situation inspired them Mrith* 
suspicions ; and they accordingiy conducted him 
before the emperor, who, not recovered from 
the violence of hb anger and resentment, order*r 
ed lum to immedittbe execudon. From diat pe-r 
nod Abdallah became extremely jealous and 
cruel, and endeavoured to remove whatever 
might seem to inteirupt either his repose or hit 
pleasures. 

j^ ^ Abdallah was succeeded by his son 
2^.^' Muley Mahomet, who was sumamed the 

Negto, because bom of a negro vratnsau 
^ P This prince, a few years after his acces* 
J j^g' sion to the throne, was deposed by his un» 

cle Muley Moluch, who gained the fa- 
mous battle of Alcassor^ in which Don Sebaad* 
an, the king of Portugal, was defeated and slain* 
When the engagement commenced, the M<x>r^ 
ish sovereign was dangerously ill, and obliged to 
be carried in a litter ; he, nevertheless, gave his 
orders with great tranquillity and precision ; and 
requested those near his person, if he died dur- 
ing the contest, that they should conceal his 
death from the troops till after the batde ; he 
lived, however, to see victory incline in his fa- 
vour, and expired before the engagement was 
entirely decided* , 
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Uk fras succeeded by his brother Mti- ^ ^ 
Ity Hammed the firat, who caused him- j^^^^ 
uelf to be proclaimed amidst the trophies 
ef Mutef Mbluch. The reign of tlus prince was 
pn>i4)eitMis and happf 9 and he was a lover and 
«iicourBger of Seaming and learned men. His 
son Zidon, who ascended the throBje o^^ ^ x) 
the demise of his father^ was employed ^^^^ 
during the former part of his life, in quel* 
Img the turbulence and rebellion of his 'bro- 
thm* His latter years, however, were qient in 
tranqmUity and peace. This prince was sue- 
oeeded by hts son Muley Abdalmelech, . ^ 
who became odious to his Mibjects, by ^5^^' 
his drunkenness, cruelty, and various 
other vices, and was assassinated by a Tartar 
Christian, whom he wished to make an eunuch* 
His broths and successor, Muley Eleva- ^ ^^ 
Si was on the pcHnt of losing hb eyes by ^^^^ 
the orders of the barbarous Abdalme- 
lech, wh^i he ascended the throne. This prince 
was of a mild and affable disposition, and pro- 
cured the love and esteem of his subjects. He 
Was succeeded by his bpother, Muley ^ ^ 
Hammed the second, who being exces- j^^^* 
iBvely addicted to women, passed most of 
his time in a state of ifMl(^ence in his seraglio,and 
became universally demised by his subjects* 
The inactivity of the prince excited the Alarbes, 
or Arabs of the desert, who be»eged him in his 
capital, and afterwards murdered him. 

This people substituted in his stead their own 

king, Crumel Hack ; but as he was not of the 

dynasty, he is not included among the legi^u- 

mate successors. These latter retired to ^e 

Bb3 
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^ jy kingdom of TafileC, which, was gOTetB- 
z6ja ^ ^7 one of them, named Muley Cheri^ 
who being defeated in an engagement by 
Sidi Omar, the petty prince of lUech, was con- 
fined in a prison for a considerable time» In 
order, however, that he might not be entirely 
without company, Omar sent him a very ugly 
female negro, by whom he had two sons, Muley 
Archey and Mtiley Ismael. 

The eldest of these children^ MuJey Anchey, 
ascended the thf<Hie on the demise of his fiaktheTf 
and became king of TafileU Having drunk to 
excess he fell firom his horse, and £irau:tured his 
^ scull, of Y/bkh he died* He was su«ceed- 
,5^ j' ed by. his brother, Muley Ismael, who re* 
sided as a private individual at Mequi* 
nez, which was then only a castle, situated in the 
most agreeable and most fertile part of Barbary, 
where, during the former part of his reign, he 
employed himself in agriculture and commerce* 
He became, hawever, afterwards, one of the 
most barbarous tyrants that ever disgraced a 
throne. He occupied his people in such a jnan* 
ner, that they might not have time for consider* 
ingthe oppresMon under which they suffered* 
^ If I confine rats in a basket," said he, ^ they 
will break through and escape, unless I afford 
them employment*" He loaded them, therefore, 
with taxes and labour, and contrived to keep 
their minds in continual suspense by new orders 
and cruel exactions. The ferocity of his dispo- 
sition was only equalled by his avarice : he ac- 
cumulated great sums, without being at any ex- 
pence in maintaining his &mily and his troops* 
Not many years after his accession to the 
throne, having commanded his army to go and 
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Betake the city of Morocco, of which Muley Ma« 
hornet, one of his sons, had made himaelf mas* 
ter, the officers demanded the money due to 
them, ^ Ye Moorish dogs,*' replied Ismael, ^ do 
the mules, camels, and other animals of my em*- 
pire ask any thing for their nourishment and 
support ? They procure it themselves without 
importuning me ; do you the same, and mardi 
with all speed." This was encouraging both 
officers and soldiers to plunder wherever they 
went ; and they foiled not to obey his instruc- 
ticms* 

Muley Mahomet, against whom they were 
sent, and who had been compelled to revolt by 
the intrigues of a jealous step-mother, and the 
harsh usage of his £ither, had a formidable rival 
in his brother Zidan, who was the son of a fe- 
male negso, named Lailah Ajakah, whose soul 
was equally black with her body. Muley being 
endowed with the mo^t amiable qualities, was 
umver^y esteemed by the people ; whilst his 
brother Zidan was exactly the reverse, and de- 
tested by every one* Ismael, for what reason is 
not known, sent these two sons to a distant town, 
where quarrelling and coming to blows, they 
were ordered to be brought before their &ther, 
who, not able to reconcile them, indulged in the 
singular pleasure of making them fight in his 
presence* At the earnest entreaty of the nobles, 
however, their scymitars were exchanged for 
cudgels ; with which they fought with such fory, 
that they were soon covered with blood ; and the 
-death of Zidan seemed inevitable, when Ismael 
commanded them to cease* Mahomet not rea* 
dily obeying the royal injunction, his fother beat 
him with a stick ; but in a few moments, his 



Digitized by Google 



^ 



iM aCOftOQC* A«» FEE, 

tenderness ofercsme Ids resentanent, and, «« m. 
refxradan for the injiuyy iic confeFrfxl on bwn % 
govjemment «t fab choioe. 

The jprefermest of Mibemet awakened tii« 
jeakmsjr of Lailah» nrho considered han as tlitt 
person intended to succeed to the throne. She, 
theieibre, oounterfiated the king's hand and «ealt 
and ordmd him to {Hit to desAh a -veoenble 
Arabian governor, whom Ismael highly esteem* 
ed. The prince obefed, and this acdon would 
certainly have cost him his life, had not he been 
able to prove the cause of lus perpetrating tlm 
deed. The txeacheiCQS condoct of his mother- 
m-law induced MaJiomet at length to rear the 
atandard of rebeUk>n ; and die king sent againae 
him fab brother SUdan, who partly i^ fiHCCf 
partly by stratagemy took him prisoner. 

On the first notice of hb son's approach, Is<- 
mael, attended by two thousand horsey went Ibrdi 
to meet him. To add to the horror of the cavai^ 
cadle, he was preceded by forty Christian slaveS) 
bearing a laige cauldron, cne hundred weight of 
{ntch, and the same quantity of tallow and oil. 
These were followed by six butchers with large 
knives in their hands^ and a waggon loaded with 
wood. This horrid apparatus sferudL terror into 
the inhabitants of Mequinez, who had already 
seen punishments invented by Isauiel. Maho- 
met's daughtei*, attended by a numerous compar 
ny of ladies, who came to implore die lung's de- 
mency and pardon, sent forth the most lamenta- 
ble cries. Even the black sultaness, dissemb- 
ling her hatred, became an intercessor for the 
prince. Ismael, however, coolly replied, that hb 
aon would suffer no other punishment than thai 
cf having a Ittde bmiing oil poured cm him* 



,y Google 



MOROCCO AND FEZ. 28T 

. When the prince was brought before his fa- 
ther, he prostrated himself at the feet of the bar- 
barian, and asked forgiveness. The king, how- 
ever, fixing his eyes on the unfortunate Maho* 
met, placed the point of his lance agsdnst hit 
breast, and remsuned silent for some time. 

Ismae], however, considering that he was 
about to inflict a punishment too mild and leni* 
eot for the crimes which the prince had commit- 
ted, commanded one of the butchers to mount 
the cart with him, and to place his arm on the 
rim of the cauldron, ai\d to cut it off. The ho*- 
nest, but unhappy man, refused to comply with 
this injunction, and protested that he would ra* 
ther lose his own life than shed the blood of the 
•on of his prince. ' The king irritated with thia 
refosal, immediately struck off his head, and 
gave orders to another to cut off one hand and 
one foot of the unfortunate Mahomet ; which 
being instantly executed, the barbarous Ismael 
insultingly said to his son ; ^< Ah ! wretch, dost < 
thou now know thy father ?" Having pronouno- 
cd these words, he drew his sword and dispatch- 
ed the executioner. On which Mahomet could 
not forbear to observe : '^ Behold the bravery of 
my &ther ! he kills him who executes, as well 
as him who disobeys, his orders." The arm and 
leg were then immersed in the melted pitch, in 
Ki^er to stop the effusion of blood; and the same 
day the prince was conducted to Mequipez. He 
entered the city on a mule, with his arm in a 
scarf, and his leg in a wooden box ; but becom- 
ing frantic with this horrid treatment, he would 
not suffer his wounds to be dressed. He tore off 
the bandages } and a mortification ensuing, he 
died soon after. 
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It is impossible to express the doleiiil oks and 
kunentationS) which the news of this new kind of 
punishment occasioned in the palace, especially 
in the apartments of the women. To appease 
this agitation, the king threatened imniediate 
death to all who should foe heard to weep ; and 
to show that he was in earnest, he ordensd four 
of them, who were unable to restrain their emo- 
tions, to be strangled. Mahomet's daughter \ras 
the only person permitted to indulge in tears and 
lamentations. After relating these accounts of 
the conduct of Ismael, it is almost needless to add 
that he was a monster of cruelty* He, neverthe- 
less, appeared to be a pious and derout mussul* 
man, and was strict in performing the several 
duties of his religion ; prayers, fasting, and ab- 
lutions. He was remarkably id)stemious in the 
use of wine and strong liquors ; and, thereforey 
none of his barbarous actions can be ascribed to 
intoxication. He never undertook any affair of 
i importance without first prostrating himself a 
long time on ^le ground, and requesting light 
and assistance from God. What a contrast in 
^be character of this prince \ 

Zfdan, who had been the principal cause of 
Mahomet's ruin and death, became also suspect- 
ed by his father, who endeavoured by every 
means in his power to entice him to court. The 
negress, his mother, likewise exerted hersetf for 
that purpose ; but their stratagems and efforts 
were vain and ineffectual. The violence and in- 
toxication of Zidan, however, rendering hira 
dreaded and detested by his wives, who lived in a 
state of continual alarm, Ismael gained them 
over to his interest; and one day, ii^hiie overpoww 
ered with wine^ they ^mothered him m lua bed* 
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2Sdan was bo sooner dead than the tynnt con- 
ceived mistrust of Iua eldest son Abdelmeleelv 
whom he-endeaToored to persuade to nsside near 
him ; but not being able to effect this, he chang- 
ed the Older of succession in &vour of Mulej 
Bebiy who was two years younger* Ismael di- 
ed at a very advanced age« He seemed to reign 
chiefly by terror) whifSi was always effectual. 
He sported with the lives of his subjectsi and 
fpared no one ; and those esteemed themselves 
the ifkiost happy^ who were not condemned to 
languish out a n^iserable existence amidst cruel 
torments* Ismael, however, was reckoned a 
great politidan, and restored to the empire that 
splendour which had long been lost. 

On the death of his &ther,Muley Debi, . j. 
whom he had appointed his successor, as- j^^;. 
G^ed the throne ; but proceeding to 
greatexcess of cruelty and debauchery, the peo-> 
pie cursed Ismael for having chosen the most vi- 
cious of his sons. This general hatred was ex- 
tremely &vourabie to Abdelmelech, who had tak- 
en up arms against his brother ; and having con- 
quered Muley Debi in an engagement, he took 
him prisoner, and would have put out his eyes, 
but was prevented by the militia. They consid- 
ered him necessary to be preserved, in case they 
should dislike their new emperor. Though Ab- 
delmelech was mild and patient under oppres- 
sion, he no socmer acquired power than he be- 
came cruel and dissolute ; and, being unable to 
secure the fisLVour of the negroes, he -was depos- 
ed, and the crown restored to Debi. This prince 
was no sooner reinstated on the throne, than he 
recommenced his debaucheries and cruelties, and 
died after ordering Abdelmelech to be strangled. 
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On the demise of Moley Debi, his son was 
acknowledged emperor ; but one of Ismael's wi- 
<Jows managed her intrigues with so much ad- 
jj dress, that she caused Abdallah, whom 
gl * she had bom to that prince, to be placed 
on the throne. This prince soon discov^ 
ered the cruel and tyrannical disposition, whic^ 
he inherited from his father. Like a monster, 
he delighted to wallow in blood. He was twice 
deposed, and as often reinstated on the throned 
During these vicissitudes of fortune, he was 
sometimes supported, and sometimes oppressed, 
by the corps of negroes, who were ready to sell 
their services to the most liberal and wealthy 
purchaser. One of his greatest enemies having 
been taken prisoner, and brought before him, 
Abdailah plunged a spear into his bosom, and 
asked for a cup that he might drink his blood. 
His prime minister stopped him, and said, ^ This 
action is beneath the dignity of your majesty ; 
but what is unbecoming in a king, may be pro- 
per and allowable in a subject." Having spoke 
thus, he took the cup, and swallowed the con- 
tents. If we were ignorant of the true character 
of this prince, some idea of it might be formed 
from such a minister. 

Having taken Fez, which had been in a state 
of open rebellion, Abdallah massacred almost 
all the inhabitants of that city. His mother, in 
the utmost distress, remonstrated with him on 
account of these cruelties and excesses j but he 
only replied : " My subjects have no other right 
to their lives, than what I give them. With res- 
pect to myself, I have no greater pleasure than 
that of butchering them with my own hands.** 
He had no other means left of avoiding their fu- 
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ly, than by undertaking a pilgrimage to Mec- 

t . Since the reig^ of Abdallah, the empire of 
^lorocco has been a continual subject of dispute 
to 6xikrent omipetitors, who have been support- 
ed or oppressed by the corps of negroes. This 
militmy however, always elect the sharifis fit>m 
princes of the loyal Uood ; and cruelty and &* 
nadcism are still prominent parts in the charac^ 
ters of their monarchs* 



CHAPTER XIV. 

ALGIERS was, soon after its conquest by the 
Arabs, divided into four principal provin- 
ces ; and is bounded on the north by the Medi- 
^rranean ; on the east by the river Zaine, which 
separates it from Tunis ; on the south by the de- 
sert of Zaara ; and on the west by the mountains 
of Trara, which part it from Morocco. Its ex- 
treme length is computed at four hundred and 
ttxty, and its average breadth at about eighty 
miles. Algiers enjoys one of the happiest cli» 
mates ; and the groimd is covered with a per* 
petial verdure. 

The inhabitants who live on the sea-coast, are 
a strange mixture of various nations ; but arc 
chiefly the descendants of the Moors that were 
expelled out of Spam. Turks, Arabs, and Jews, 
are likewise pretty numerous, as well as Euro- 
pean slaves ; and there are also some few Chris- 
tians, who remain free, and trade without moles- 
tation. 
Vol, XIV. Cc 
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The buHc of the inJsalntaiits am Mc^on; whot 
are ditided into two classes ; those who apply 
^mselves to trade and agriculture, and those 
who adopt a wandering Ufi^f without either laiMto 
or patrimonf. The first is by &r the most rea« 
^ectable, aii4 they sometimes amass great rich* 
ea. The latter are subdivided into a vast num* 
l^r of tribes, distinguished by their chi^ or by. 
the place of their residence. Each tribe fcnrms a 
lund of itinerant village, mv as they term it, aft 
adowar ; every one of them pays the dey a cer- 
tain tax proportioned U> the number of its &nii- 
lies, and for which the chief, who represents the 
whole community, is responsible. 

These wandering Moors being scattered orer 
a great part of Africa, it may not be improper 
to make some observations on their institudcHis, 
manners, and religion. The adowars are ex« 
ceedingly lilthy ; and the furniture is t>f the 
ineanest kind* A hand-mill, a pot to boil theiv 
rice, a few pitchers, and some mats, form the 
whole of their riches. Fathers, mothers, chit 
dren, horses and asses, cows sund goats, doga^ 
chickens, and cats, all lodge together. The Mkf 
as it is called, is the general dress of the Moors ; 
being a piece of coarse cloth wrapped about th^ 
ohouldefl^rand descending to the ancles. The. 
complexion of the women is rather swarthy, but 
they possess sU^ngth of constitution and vivaci- 
ty of disposition ; and, as they are early mature, 
and extremely prolific, th^y havjp frequently chil«. 
drcn at the age of njne or teft. 

When the preliminaries of a nfiatrimonial con- 
tract are concluded, the intended husband car- 
ries to the tent of the bride's fether the present 
of cattle intended for him. It is an estcd>U^d 
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lbrm.1o ask him what his qxMise costs him ; to 
which he replies, ^ A virtuous and mdustrioui 
wife is never purchased at too den* a rate." She 
is then carri^ to the bridegitx)m^s tent, where 
nbe is presented with a bowl of milk and honey ; 
while she drinks, their friends fdng a nuptial 
4ong, which they conchicle with eiq^O'essions of 
their best wishes for the happiness of the new- 
married couple* A few more ceremonies being 
fierfarmed, the husband places his flocks before 
her, as a hint that he expects her to take the 
charge of his catde and household affairs. The 
ftmainder of the day is spent in singing and 
dancing, and in the evening the - company takt 
^eir leave* 

During the fint modtb, the bride remuns veik 
ed, imd is not suffered to ^uit the tent ; but at 
the expiration of that period, she enters on the 
usual duties of her sex, which consist only of do- 
mestic affairs* All public concerns are reserved 
exclusively for the men ; who would be despis- 
ed by their wives, if the^iKd not observe silence 
fespecting them* Th^se people are so much 
addicted to robbery, and to m^ng reprisals on 
(he other inhabitants, that it is dangerous to tm^ 
vd without a guard* " The country," say they^ 
"belongs to us : it was usurped from us, and 
we are authorized to seize on every tiling we can, 
since our masters have the cruelty and insensi- 
bility tQ leave us in this miserable and indigent 
condition." 

The Algerines, indeed, themselves follow no 
Other employment than that of exerci^ng the 
same rapacity towards all nations. They cer- 
tainly are the crudest and most dangerous of all 
the African pirates. Though Algiers retain* 
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the title of kingdoniy its goyemment is entirclj^ 
Kspublicaiiy being in the hands of the miUtiab 
Fbrfneriy the grand seignior sent thither pachas^ 
who possessed all the authority of viceroys ; biU 
some of them impoverishii^ the people by exor* 
bitant (SaeS) and refiuung to pay the janissaries 
employed to keep the country in a state of de* 
pendence on Constantinople, they were put to 
death, and the office was abolished* « 

The ciTil. government of Algiers is now con- 
ducted by the dey, and a council composed of 
thirty bashaws ; at which also, on particular occa- 
sions, the great ecclesiasdcal officers are permit* 
ted to vote* The deys are elected out of the mi* 
litia ; and, as the meanest person among thesft 
has Uie same right to the sovereignty as the 
highest, every common soldier may be consider* 
cd as a candidate for the throne. This singular 
privilege^, however, which the military in com^f 
mon possess, tends to render the situation of the 
deys neither safe nor pleasant; each aspiring 
miffiaix being ready to sheath his scymitar in the 
breast of his sovereign. Every person has a 
right to vote in the election of a dey ; and, as 
there is generally a variety of candidates, tu^ 
mults are very frequent, and the choice is often 
decided by the sword. After the dey is elected^ 
he is saluted by the words *Ma Barek I or God 
bless you ! As soon as the grand seignior is in- 
formed of the choice that has been made, he 
sends the newly appointed dey a patent to act as 
viceroy; but when it arrives it is sometimes use- 
less, the person for whom it was intended being 
DO k>nger in. existence. The deys seldom die 
possessed of the dignity \ bdng generally asaassi* 
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tittted, DT t>lffiged t^ abdicate the Bovercigntf) or 
to fly in order to preserve their lives* 

Next in digbity to the dey is the aga, or gene- 
ral of the jaiiissaries. This person is one of the 
oldest ofiicers in the army, and retains his place 
<fiAy two months, when he is succeeded by the 
next in seniority. The keys of the metrofx^ 
are deposited in the hands criT the acting aga^ 
who issues out aH the militaiy orders. Next to 
lifm is the secretary of state, who registers all the • 
{Niblic acts ; and tlien the coiinseilors to the 
number ^ tJiirty, of whom the divan is com- 
posed* When they assemble, they all sit ; ex* 
cept the inferior members invited thither, who 
«re generally old soldiers, officers, veterans, and 
^e governors t^ ihe three great proiaoces. 

The manner in which business is transacted itt 
Hhis council, is extremely curioos and singular* 
The aea as president proposes the subject of de< 
fiberatien ; which is immediately repeated with 
a loud voice by the chiah-bashaws, and from 
them re*«choed by four inferior officers ; after 
which every member of tRe divan repeats it to his 
next neighbour, tising at the same time strange 
contortions and gesdcolations* When the mat- 
ter is not approved, a hideous noise is heard 
from the opposition, which shews the aga to 
which side the majority incfincs ; and he thtere* 
-upon proclaims the decision of the question* To 
prevent opposition, however, to his measures^ 
the dey carefiolly suppresses all those whom he 
suspects of disaf^tion, and in general only con- 
venes his most submissive and abject dependents* 

A barbarous piece of policy has been com* 
fftonly adopted after evety fresh election of a 
dejr I the successful candidate ordering; every 
• Ce2 
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member of die divan who opposed him to be 
strangledy aod filling up the Tacandes widi the 
minions of his [Measure. . 

In all records of state, the Turidsh langueige 
is used ; that of the natives is a mixture of Ara- 
Ihc, Moorish, and their ancient tongue, suppos- 
ed to be the Phtemcian. In their commerce with 
other nations, however, tlTe lingua Franca, a jaiv 
gcMi composed of Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, 
and French, is in general use, and is empio3ned 
throughout all the Levant. The Algerines, who 
possess the stnmgest naval force of any na^n 
on the Baibary coast, have seldom more than 
twenty ships of war* * 

The reli^oo prevalent in this kmgdom difieit 
very little from that professed by the Turks, ex* 
cept that the Algerines are more superstitious, 
and less exact in their practice. They have three 
prindpal oflGcers, that preside in all rel^ous mat- 
ters: the mtf/h*, or high priest ; the ro^fi, or chief 
judge in all civil and ecclesiastical causes ; and 
the grand marabou^ or prindpal of the marabites, 
who is a kind of hermit without jurisdiction, but 
possessing great influence in the state* These 
tlu-ee officers have seats in the divan, on the right 
of the dey ; and they attach great merit to fast- 
ing x and ablutions, which they conuder as the 
most effectual means for effacing sins* 

They deem it a defilement to carry the Koran 
below the girdle ; to let a drop of urine fall t>n 
their clothes ; to use a pen, instead of a pencil; 
to have any printed books, or any representations 
whatever of men and animals ; to make use of 
bells ; to permit Christians, especially those who 
are women, to enter their mosques ; to exchange 
n Turk for a Christian -, to touoh money ; to ea* 
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^l^nge in any occupation, and eren to dress a 
^wbund^ before they have repeated their morning 
prayers ; and to strike the earth with their foot 
-wl^n playing at tennis ; to eat snails, which they 
esteem sacr^ ; to chai^se their children on any 
^tfaer part than on the sdes of their foet ; and to 
shut their bed-chaml^r in the night. All this 
is truly ridiculous ; as well as the regard they 
pay to madmen, idiots, and lunatics, whom they 
coni^der as saints, and the fayourites of God. 
But the most horrid and detestable trait of their 
character is, that they extol unnatural love as a 
"virtue, and to which they are in general ad» 
dieted. 

Long dresses, which have a resemblance to 
one another, are peculiar both to men and wo> 
men. The latter use veils so transparent, that 
they can see through them, and enjoy some li- 
berty. The dey alone and the princiiMd officers 
of the state are allowed the privilege of riding 
on horseback through the town ; all other per* 
cons must either be satisfied with appearing upon 
asses, or walk on foot. 

The grand seignior receives no other revenue 
from the dey, than a stipulated number of hand- 
some youths, and some other annual presents. 
Many of the punishments inflicted in this coun- 
try are extremely barbarous ; and the slightest, 
which is the bastinado, though not considered 
as capital, is frequently attended %vith death. 
They expiate munier by impalement ; or by sus^ 
pen^g the criminal by the neck from the battle* 
ments of the city ; or by extending him on 
hooks, where -the wretched victim of justice 
writhes in inexpressible agonies, often for more 
than a day, befors he expires. If a Moor ber 
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convicted of wbberjr, his right hand iscutiiir; 
which is suspehded from his neck, while he lidet 
Toond die city on an ass, with hb &ce towards 
the tail. If any Jew or Chnstian be convicted 
of ridicalin^ Mahomet or his religion, he most 
immediately adopt his doctrines, or stifiin* tite 
most exquisite tortures that baiharity can in- 
vent. Sawing asunder is still retained among 
those final punishments infficted on persons who 
subject themselves to the teseiftment of the eo 
clesiastical jurisdicflon. 

Scarcely a vestige remains of the vanchis tots 
and sciences which once flourished in tins coun- 
try. The natives, however, are by no means de- 
ficient in mental abilities, and were diey not 
shackled by their government and religion, it Id 
probable that their improvements would equal 
those of Europeans* The Mooi^ and Tints 
send their sons at an early period to schod; 
but their masters can only teach them a litde 
writing, which is performed with chalk on a 
board ; and if they can read fiuendy in the Ko- 
ran, they are supposed to have attained an xaOf 
common degree of proficiency* 

Owing to their prede^narian principles, tht 
«tudy of me^cine is mt»;h neglected ; smd na- 
ture is suffered to contend with the nx>fbific af- 
fections of the ^tient, the principal i'emedie$ 
being charms and incantaticns. 

Nothing can be so insolent as the militia^ of 
janissaries, who have engrossed to themselves the 
whole power and management of the *Aigdom ; 
styling themselves effendiy or nobles, though most 
of them are men of the lowest extraction and the 
meanest characters. If one of these Turldsh sol- 
diers be met \ti the streets, care is always takea 



Digitized by Google 



ALGIERS* S9f 

to inake way for him^ otherwise he will make mj 
'Ibr himself. But though the Turks are so proud 
«|id haughty, they are the lubst avaricious peo- 
ple in the world ; and will not scruple to per- 
form the most abject and servile offices, to ob- 
tain money* It is, therefore, a common pro- 
Terb at Alters, " If you give a Turk money 
with one hand, he will suffer you to pluck oul 
Jhis eyes with the other." 

The (deys, however, after they have been ex- 
alted to tlieir dignity, gener&Ily disdain tlie 
meanness of wishing to disguise their humble 
extraction ; on the contrary, one of them, dis- 
puting with the deputy-consul of a neighbouring 
state, is said to have thus frankly acknowledged 
his origin : " My mother sold sheep's trotters, 
and my &ther neats' tongues ; but they would 
have been ashamed to have exposed to sale so 
worthless a tongue as thme." 
' Notwithstanding the piratical disposition of 
the Algerines, and the contempt in which they 
hold the q)poBents of Mahomet, there are seve- 
ral free Christians and Jews in this kingdom, 
who follow their respective employments with- 
out molestation. A few Spaniards, however, 
who have taken up their residence in Algiers, 
are the principal conductors of the European 
trade. The natives manufacture carpets not 
much inferior to those of Turkey, velvet, taffe- 
ties, and other wrought sUks, together with linen 
doth, of which Susa produces the finest. These 
several articles are chiefly for home consumption ; 
and few commodities are exported, besides ostrich 
feathers, Vax, hides, wool, copper, and dates. 

The Algerines generally make use of foreign 
coins, though they have several of their own j 
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ItmoDg iHiich is the barba, made of ocquper ; A^ 
asper, a sxnaU square piece of silver, fifteen of 
which are equivalent to a Spanish rial^ and 
liventy-four to a dapta» being nearly worth & 
crown ; together with the rupee, the mediant 
4aid dian, all of gold, which being the royal 
coins of the kings of Tremesen, are still coined 
jn that province* 

This kingdom has undergone a variety of di* 
visions, accoxxling to the will of the people who 
successively conquered and governed it* After 
the deys, however, became so powerful, thejr 
O^parated it into three governments ; the east^ 
west, and south i under which division it is ge* 
Aerally known. The eastern district is the most 
considerable, not only on account of its wealtH 
and extent, but also of the number md ma^ 
nificence of its cities. It contains many ancient 
towns, in which majr still be seen the remains d 
monuments that attest their former celebrity^ 
without reckoning those that exhibit nothing 
but remains* Among the latter is Bona, sup^ 
posed to be the ancient Hippo, which di^utedi 
with Constantinople thfc title of capital. Thia 
government is in the vicinity of the desert* The 
inhabitants greatly value their independencei 
which they have preserved by fi)rfeiting their 
wealth. They are, in general, a haughty and 
warlike race of peoj^e. 

The western also disputes with the eastern 
government, the melancholy honour of being 
covered with superb ruins. The cajMtal of this 
district, for a long space of time, was Oran, 
which the Spaniards conquered, lost, and re- 
took, and of which they are at present in pos* 
s^sion* 
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- Tfaeaoudiemgoi^enmient is altogether with- 
out cities, as the Arabs, hy whon^ it is infaabir- 
ecl> all live under tents, aod are divided into 
Ikordes, each of which forms a Idnd of itinerant 
^vUlage, governed by its respective chicfc They 
V^ subjects on whom little or no dependence 
^an be placed* They ought to pay a kind of 
^ibute to Algiers ; but when the dey endeavour* 
to exact the contributimis, they bury their corn 
und most valuable efiects into places which are 
lEHown only to themselves, and fiy to the desertaf 
or inaccesuble retreats, where they are safe front 
all pursuit* 

- Algiers, which is the- capital of the whol6 

^kingdom, forms a sort of an amphitheatre, pre» 

9ent^ a most beautiful view, and is washed on 

^le north and north-east by the Mediterranean 

nesk* This city, which is said to contain one 

Imndred thou^md Mahometan and fifteen thou« 

jumd Jewish inhabitants, is erected on the 

decUvityof a hill, on which the houses rise in 

regular gradation, and almost every one of them 

commands a delightful prospect of the sea» 

The walls of the city are about thirty feet high 

on the ascent, but towards the sea they are not 

kss'thah forty, and twelve feet thicl^ flanked 

with square towera^ which, however, are much 

decayed* There are mx gates, all of which are 

properly fortified and secured* The citadel, 

which is of an octagonal form, having poK« 

holes and embrasures in view, is erected on tiie 

most elevated ground within the walls* On the 

west, the whole city is overlooked by a ridge of 

high hills, upon which are erected two fort9 

thatCQauniind ^ considerable part of the baf 
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tnd the rivier Rebar ; but the strongest fortifi- 
eations lie next the sea. 

In this city is only one spacious street, which 
extends from east to west, but is of unequal 
width, though broader and more airy than any 
of the others. Throughout the rest of the town, 
the streets are so narrow, that two people can 
scarcely walk abreast; a circumstance which^ 
added to their extreme filthiness, renders them 
exceedingly unpleasant ; especially as there are- 
beasts of burden continually passing and repas* 
sing, to which it is absolutely necessary, to give 
way at the first, under no less a risque than 
that of being trodden under toot, or squeezed to 
death* 

In the centre of the city stands the dey's pa- 
lace, which is a very magnificent edifice ; the 
front, facing the interior court, is surrounded 
with two superb galleries, that are supported by 
marble pHlars ; and there are two spacious 
halls, in which the divan assembles every Sun* 
day, Monday, and Wednesday. 
. The houses in Algiers have terraces, upon 
which the inhabitants pay visits, and by means 
of which they can go from one end of the town to 
the other, as there are ladders for ascending or. 
descending^ where they are not equal in heights. 
But, notwithstanding the fiicility of passing from 
one house to another, there are no thieves in this 
city ; for if a stranger be caught in any of themf. 
he is punished with death. Near the sea-side is 
a great number of mosques, which are elegant 
structures, and contribute greatly to the beau- 
tiful appearance of the place. Some of the . 
baths; alsO) are extremely handsome: the Turks 
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Ifesort to them, not only before the five dsdly 
prayers, but whenever they are not engaged 
m any business which prevents them. The 
women have particular baths, which arc at- 
tended by persons of their own sex, where the 
men are precluded from entering on any pretext 
whatever. 

There is likewise a species of buildings deno- 
sninated basos, in which the wretched European 
slaves are every night immured. In each of 
these they have a chapel for the free exercise of 
dieir religion ; every slave receiving a small pit- 
tance of bread, and being furnished with a mat- 
trass and rug on which to sleep. At ui appoint- 
ed hour in Uie evening, they repair to these dor- 
mitories, where they continue till their brutal 
and unfeeling masters awake them to fresh scenes 
of labour and of misery. Till the last century, 
the city of Algiers had no other supply of fresh 
water than the rain which was preserved in cis- 
terns ; when a Moor, who had been expelled out 
of Spain, having acquired some proficiency in 
science, by his acquaintance with European^, 
conducted from the neighbouring mountains two 
aqueducts, which afforded a sufficient quantity of 
water to fill a hundred fountains in different parts 
of the town. 

The soil in the neighbourhood of Algiers is 
extremely fertile ; and the country is beaudfully 
diversified with hills, vallies, gardens, groves, 
and neat little villas, where the more ot)ulent of 
the people spend their summer retreat. These 
viRas, as well as all the houses in the city, being 
white, and beautifully shaded with a number of 
finnt-tre^ and cvcr-greens, furnish a most de- 
fightfiil prospect, which no repetition can cloy, 

Vol. XIV. Dd 
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tor render ut^Jleamg. The liaixMigi^ ^^bm 
l^woptm coDsuls, ia pioticv)^, are finely qcb«l« 
9i^to4 witk the choiqest iM^d most |beioi6£i| 
tfies, vhkh are k^pt {wc^nerif pnm94 (^ iwg- 
l^very prevalent amqng the salives,) and ppa* 
d^ice a great abiiii4iaiee of i]i99t delk^^ 

In tl^ general history of Afiica, we (^ife aem 
that the Greeks, the Rcmiafis, the Va^dalm «nd 
the Arabs, were the soccessive ceoqueras mi 
p osscMorg of aU this coast. The tfifycB of tba 
last mentioned people ^vided the country fie- 
tveen thepoaelvea, and fiMrmed d^lperent poi^ 
atat^ asQong wluch there were wm^ ^9^ and 
independent cities By thjs jtneaQs, ^ kiflgdflil 
of Algiers was partiti^ed into $>ur soveieigii- 
ijfles ; Tenez, Algiers Proper, Bi^peya> a»d Twh 
^Aueo. The princes asao^ned the title of kinp; 
and continued Ibr^ome centuries in loiiUialpefiee 
and aunty with o|ie another* But at leng^ tb^ 
began to disagree among themselves, and tte 
lung of Tenea made hjimsetf mi^t^ jt^ Bug^ 
^od Tremuen. Algiers Proper in tiie fx^ean tkam 
^ become a place of cw»defaMe cdebri^, bf 
^e asylum it afiforded to the Moors, who had 
been expelled out of the maritiiiie provipoes of 
§pain. These exiles, rendered desperste bf 
their expulsion, toid being well acquainted wi^ 
t;he Spanish coast, is»ied from this retread) sod 
endeavoured to compensate the losses they ted 
§ustaified, by [Mcacy at sea, and by pre(^Moiy in- 
cursions on shore* 
^ ^ To suppress these mvages, FerdiMid 
J jo^ ' Uie fifth, king of Arr^goOt sent a power- 
fiil fieet and army und^ the cowmnd of 
the Cout^t of Navarre, who made an imiptipQ 
into Afriqa, took the important ^ of Orsn, wi 
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Md sroge td Al^eis, wMeb was ^ prittdfil' 

liMixit of these partes. In this ^^ffkxdty ttt 

Al^c»«nesrknriied to their asnstluiee Selim £u^ 

«eii6iy a wafflike Airalnaii piince> that possessed 

ti<^ ci4^i|^ilboiidiig temtoFf , and put themsd^eft 

tamd&f hk prdtection add gtyrertinftent. But, 

ttBtwi^hAtaft^ng hh( elBiMrts^ the Spcmiards caN 

lieiii cNx thife skg^e with vigour, and at leng^ 

Al^icars wiffi compeHed to caf^tiikte, atid to be^ 

«Miie tfi&ntat^ to Spain ; ncn*- could SeUm pre^- 

vcftittli^^n from erecting a sm)ifgfi>rtoii a smafl 

MAlid oppoute to d^ city,^which they supplied 

with a gaiii^don and a numerous train of aartU« 

Thi^ Algtrines were oiaiiged t6 submit to thH^ 
|pd^%9 y^ce tlH the dea^ of Ferdinand ; of 
wbich event they were no socmer ap^dsed, than 
tbdy d^ca^oki^^make every effort for regain- 
ing tMir liberty. With the cmtsent and advice 
of Eatefhy, thc^ sent a deputation to iht famoun 
e«xrs^ Barbarossar wii6 had renda^ himself 
faitnidable ^ sen friom the age of thirteen ^ re^ 
qoftttdilg bitnto'coitte and deM^r them fi*om th« 
%lt^iii yokiB) a^pro^nng« ^ratui^ eq^sA to 
M^sa^viceft Batibftrossa^h^ly gratified by thii 
invitatkn^ which olfered him a fixed re^nce 
mth a good p6rt/ of both of whkh he was theri 
disfttitutis^ n^f^Hf accepted ^ proposal. Hear* 
l^iddy ther^fbrd, with his brother HairacBn ; buf 
did^not GdMmtt^date>hiEf real dc»^ to tl^ Algei 
tkiesj and i^>eared ottiy in qifiOiiy of auxiliary 

On his arrival in the neighbourfiolc^ of Ah 
f^hi aH th€p«€j4eFof Olecity, withpaineeEu- 
i^y at their head, went out to meet thift ilius^ 
iNtooa^war^tMy yAiiom ^^ considered as thqil 
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detiverer^ tmd conducted imo that metnpoUsy 
with the greatest spiendoory and amidst tli^ ac« 
damations of the populace* He wa& receiveii 
with ever7 mark of distiDction> and all tanks 
were anxious to provide accommodations for his 
troops* He himadf was lodged in one of the 
most splendid apartments in the palace of th^ 
Arabian prince ; whilst his forces were treatied 
with such uncommon generosity, that he begpas 
to procure the necessary information^ and to con* 
cert measures, for executing tlte treacherous de* 
sign of endaving the Algerines and of makings 
himself king of Algiers. He communicated- his 
plan to the chief officers of his council, hxxm 
whom he exacted a solemn oath of secrecy, and 
who applauded his intention, and promised to as*, 
aist him with all their abilides* 

In the mean time^ the better to deceive tte 
Algerinest he caused a battery to be erected op- 
posite to the Spanish fortress^ which he bovok-i 
harded for a month without producing any viy 
aible effect* On this occasion^ howler, he acted 
with such despotic authority as never to coi^* 
suit the Arabian prince reladve to any measures 
be intended to pursue ; and the soldters con* 
ducted themselves with such insolence and 
brutality, that the natives no longer doubted of 
his designs, and complained loudly of his perfi- 
dy and breach of faith. Barbarossa, fearing that 
they might endeavour to counteract his inten- 
tions» resolved to put Euteiny to de^th, and to 
have himself instantly proclaimed by his tix)op0!» 
lung of Algiers* 

Being lodged in the prince's palace, he hlul an 
opportunity of concerting , proper measures for 
tbfi de^tn^iQtion of the ArabiiHi clue£ tiAvaflf 
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<iw e i t Oa di fct Eauny was lir^icuiftimed tbrfepdr 
to the bath evviy'daf at smnmi bdbre pmfeia»; 
BarinwMar sus^rited hite there is a naiied andlr 
<kiSmotAts^0>JMMooi, and haTirig atnmgkd him* 
nM' a nafikiD^ immediafely withdrew, widiout 
ftoiiig observed by any* person* He aoon after^ 
sMnved, aocampanded bf aconudeiafaie retinue^ 
aaif fiartfae pnrpbseof balhkig ; and expressed- 
«qual suipme and aflMc t i oB^ on seeing ttat mni^ 
4lMed prince. Thoiigli die infaalittants mspecX^ 
«d Baib a r o ri sg ras- the osuae of this tiag^cal occur* 
teiee, they had been so crueily treated by the 
sol^erS) that they dared not oomf^am of the 
ootn^ie* On the conbtayy fieering that the 
slaughter woidd be univeisal> nmny of the na>* 
Ares abandoned their dty and country, and 
Aw^^ht an a^lum in t^ neighbouring states ; 
wlulst others diut themslyes up in their hoosesy 
and left the Turksin possession of ail their pro- 
perty. This desertion and dispirited conduct 
4^ned an easy access to the Tacsnt throne^ 
which Baihafossa ascended at the request of his 
Mkywers, Without experiencing the least oppo« 
sition from the Algerienes. He was accordingly 
proclaimed m the city with great sptendoor ; and 
rode threogh the streets on horseback, attended 
hy his Tnrks^ and Moors^ who cried, *^ Long live 
Bsrbarossa^ the invincible king of Algiers, cIkh 
sen by God to deHver the pe^>le from the op« 
pression oi the Christians, and to devote all 
Miose to destruction that shall oppose or disobey: 
him, their lawful sovereign/' 

The tyrant wla then accompanied to the pa^ 

lace, where, seated under a stately canopy, he 

received the congratulations of the Turks ; and-' 

^iipenied ins n?oops through evcvy part of th^ 

Dd3 
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ckff to iiiiite tile AigeriDes to oome wiAt 
aUegtance to their new monarch, with assursnoes^ 
diat tfaote who oookplied should be trealed widk 
partieolar regard, and entitled to the fiiroisr <if " 
the king* Accordingly many did dieisaiice t9 
him as &ir sovereign, signed the inatrument o£ 
bis coronation, and were ^snussed with markor 
of esteem* Baxbaroasa, howerer^ tdgned mir 
ther by the terror he inspired, Uiaa by At affido** 
tioD and regard of the people. He snfiered his 
aTarice and ambition to. horry him beyond the> 
bounds of prudence ; a circumstance tl»t had 
nearly proved fatal to his interest. The Alge^ 
lines became exasperated by his cruelty, and the 
insolence and brutality of his soldiers ^ fay his ra- 
pacious exactions he alienated the affections of 
the warlike Arabs, whose esteem he had beeu at 
great pains to conciliate ; and he disbanded a 
great part of his Moorish troops, who returned 
in discmitent to the province from whence thqir 
bad been principally raised. 

The Algeriiie chieftains, apprised of these cifw 
eumstancea, foun^ means to send deputies to the 
Araluans, to exhort them to abolish the Turkish 
tyranny, to revenge the murder of their prince 
Eutemy, and to restore his son to the throne and 
dominions of his &ther. They alsp carried oa 
a secret correspondence with the Spanish govep* 
nor, and it was agreed to assassinate Barbarossa 
and the Turks, and to put themselves under the 
protection and government of Spain. The day 
was appointed for executing thb important pro* 
ject, when it was. resolved that the Algennes 
should bring their fruits and herbs to the market 
as usual, and concesd arms under their gowns. 
But the persons tngaged in thia design wm 



,y Google 



looMflicMiis to pr^eotits bcing dimlged to 
Baibarofisa, who was extremely vigilant and al- 
(entiTey and soon discovered the whole matter* 
Most cnT the Algerine chie&) who had been coa« 
cerned in the conspiracy, were put to death, and 
their estates confiscated, and the rest had a 
Jieavy fine imposed on them. This punishment 
so terrified the natives, that they never after- 
wards attempted any thing against him or his 
Buccessors. 

. But thongh Barbarossa was thus freed 4i|ni 
domestic, he was assailed by foreign entmMtt* 
^he. Spaiiiards sent agidnst Algiers a numerous 
and powerful fleet, with ten thousand land forces 
on board, intended to expel the Turks out of 
that city, and to restore the son of Eutemy to 
the throne of his father* This armament, how- 
jBver had no sooner arrived in ught of the place 
of its destination, than it was attacked by a storm, 
^ driven i^nst the rocks, and almost every 
soul on board perished. This disaster tended 
to confirm Barbarossa in his usurpation, and con- 
tributed to increase his pride and insolence to 
9uch a degree, that he became mor^ cruel and 
oppressive towards the inhabitants of both the 
piiy and country* Several tribes of Arabians 
were so much idarmed at his exorbitant power 
and tyrannical conduct, that they entered into an 
fdliance with the king of Tenez, who marched 
a body of forces into the dominions of Algiers* 
This numerous army, however, was totally der 
feated by Barbarossa, who pursued the fugitive 
jsnd unfortunate prince to the very gates of his 
capital, of which he made himself master, and 
obliged the inhabitants to acknowledge him at 
tJBiar sovereign* . 
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Hot Umg after, he c&tiqtiertd'the Mm j d KWi i €f 
Tfenrnen ; tmt the SpAnlal^' utiittn^ with tke 
AfabB ish ranstfttihg the fw^cl^ on hi« thtx^nei 
BM^itMa "vms aittadked bj^ a Riiiftferoci» tma 
p^etM anfty ; and thoagh the TutW foo^ 
irith great raldur and inti-^Mtjr, they were de^ 
ftttted by the enemy^ and aH cut-tc^eee»r Thus 
^ ^ feu BaitiarosMi in the ftAty^viftti yeafr of 
2 .J- * hi» age. He rtused his kingdom to a de^ 
gree of splendour, which it had never be^ 
iMT- known, i^d caused himself to be ackn6w« 
Mged tfs aorteteign of Algiers by many fore^ 
«»' weB as ndghbouring nations^ Hk troops 
Krere principally composed of Toridsh soldiers i 
and it was chid9y under th^ bantiers^of the ciea^ 
cent that he had dlstingnii^ed hi>mself in his ma^ 
rftlme efXpMOh He ^vseiVed Ms' hfttetM^ 
denee ; but, at the same time, kept t:^ an in^ 
mate connection with th^ Font ; whkher he sent 
presents, and ftam whenoe heobtidned recruitst 
In shdrtf he gave to the kingdom of Algiet^ al* 
most tiie wheleof that pdwer and extent^ wMdi 
tt pi^sesies at present. 

Banrbiiressa wtis succeeded by his brcfthef 
Hkirai!^, who having held the reins of g0>mti^ 
rnent about t\vt> yeisu«, dreaded an- hMwdifeite 
iMid universal^ insunectktti ameng" tiie people; 
The mdw efiRectorily, th^iefei^ lo secufe hlB!i«i 
self in the Idngdomr hO' applied to Seliiifi the 
fy6ty emperor of Coilstentkwple, and offiiMd te 
submit himself and htS^ dominfons to that prince, 
und tepay him' afif annual tribute, provided the 
grand seignior wbtltd assi^ him with a sufficient 
number' c$ forces for maintaining him^in his sta^ 
lion. SeBm^ who by theeonquest of Egypt had 
abolished the usurpation of the Mscddiikesy ^ 
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lugbly pleased with the proposal) received Hal- 
radin under his protection^ and appointed him 
bashaw or viceroy over the lungdom of Algiers. 
Ilk a little time also he sent a body of ten thou^ 
sand janissaries, that enabled Hairadin to be- 
come absolute master both of the Arabs and 
Moors, who were obliged to submit to the mos^ 
libject slavery, without daring to utter the least 
complaint against his government. He in- 
greased daily in power and wealth by the num- 
ber, of his corsairs, and their successful depre* 
dationa at sea. The Porte also sent him every 
year, a constant supply of recruits, with money 
for the payment of his troops; and in a little 
Ume Algiers became a foi-midable kingdom. 

In this manner was this state reduced under 
t)ie dominion of the Turkish empire i but wq 
have already had occasion to observe, that, in 
the course of time, the authority of the Ottoman 
court declined in that kingdom. Its influence 
was first greatly contracted in regard to the no- 
SEunation of the dey ; and, at length, was left 
only in the possession of honouring him with a 
patent, which it could not refuse. The grand 
aeignior constantly kept a pacha, who was con- 
sidered as the successor of Barbarossa and his 
descendants ; but, at length, the office of pacha 
entirely disappeai'ed, being eclipsed by that of 
V dey. At present, Algiers is a power absolutely 
^vereigii and independent, and is rather allied 
than subject to the Turks. It keeps up with 
the grand seignior a connexion only of decency 
and respect, founded on an identity of religion. 

Since the foundation of this kingdom by the 
two Barbarossas, the events whidi. have oc- 
4:uiT^din Algiers are nothing else than the jea? 
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hmneft and intrigues of die piinei]^ mtxij M 
order to ruin and supplant one another ;< eiomxff^ 
ingof acts of cnieltf, depo^donSr and other Gft^ 
taatrophes of a simiiar nature. If we* dhoidd at- 
tempt to defineate a ptetui^e of tiiem^ an iini&^ 
terrupted seiiesof the most hon^fd acts ai ty-> 
ranny and brutality would be exfa^ited to ^reww 
Nothing would be seen but massterds asiiong thd 
rich and powerful; Wretchedness and c^p^ssieii 
among the poor; with instances innumerabler 
ci tht most inhuman vengeance and cruelty 
i^ainst the rela^ves and partisans of th» pnnceH 
assassmated* C6tihscations> imprisonitient, and 
persecution, are extremdy fre^tot ; ando^ts^ 
at the end of a months a(nd even of a week, tM 
feigning prince has sulfbfedaf fate stmUar to 
fliat of his pnedecesser^ ^nd ^Kchang^ his thrond 
fer a prison or a grave ; insomuch that a ne# 
ievolution has often brcmghr back the s&mi 
Scenes of madness and of cruelty. Si&chy added 
to the piratical expedtticRis at sea^ v^ould fonff 
the printipal p&il of the hifetdry c^ esich primae'S 
leign. 

With respect to t^esii ebtpeditsbiis, aK ^ktPdpH 
and the \^rld Aiajr rest assured^ ti^at these fh^ 
testes will never cease thdr depredation!^ so lon^ 
its they are perihitted to esdst4r To the injury 
imd disgrace of all Christian poweris, they suf^ 
ftfred them to establish themselv^ an^ to- bc^^ 
eome emboldened by success^ and titm £tM 
them formidable to all Europeans na^^Udy ?ivhd 
are compdled to- pui^hast an e&enq)lion>fi^»tii 
thdr ravages, and ai^ in* effect, faibutaiy td 
^s pira^al state. These acts of vkrfence are 
now become natursd to ^em^ k wa^ not witboiii 
truthy that one of Jhedeyi fausil^Ottsly said^4 
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^T*be Algerinesare rpbbers; and I am their 
C2^>y»t.ain-gep€raU'* Thp^e^ there^siv, who na- 
xl^a^te the seas, mu^t expect to be exposed 
to tlieir attacks. If thfcy be reproached for 
U»|s shameful piracy, they only answer by the 
fi^loiving proverb : ** They yvio are Btwd erf 
tjie spurrows ought never to sow." 

Xl>^ French are the oidy nation m Europe^ 

tl^at have found means to humble this imperious 

republic In 1683, Admiral Du Quesne at'* 

tacked the city of Algiers, into which a greaA 

number of bombs were thrown that made diread- 

^l e^i^cution, buToingand destroying the dey't 

palace, the mosques, and other pubUc edifices* 

On this the Algennes begged for peace, and 

promised tp respect the French flag and coasts. 

They did not, however, keq> their ^vords ; but 

it is matter of astonishment and regret, that 

the European powers should have tolerated 

their excesses and depredations for so long « 

period. 

CHAPTPR XV* 

Ttmie. 

TUNIS, which was once a sovereignty of 
great extent, is atpresent bounded on the 
north and east by the Mediterranean sea ; on 
the west by Algiers; on the south, by Tripofi 
and j>art of Biledulgerid: loid extends fi^m 
tjiirty-thrce degrees thirty minutes, to thiil:y- 
seven degrees twelve minutes of north latltude» 
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and is about two hundred and twenty miles iii 
length, and one hundred and seventy in breadth* 
This country is divided into two parts, denomi- 
nated the summer and winter circuits ; which 
the bey annually traverses at those seasons^' 
with a sort of flying camp. The principal ri-* 
vers are the Zaine, which separates Tunis from* 
Algiers ; the Megerda, or ancient Bagrada ; 
the Miliana, supposed to be the Catada of an- 
Equity J and the Gabbs, thought to be the Tri- 
ton. 

The air of Tunis is salubrious, and its soil 
fertile, except towards the south, where barren 
-deserts, and moving hills of sand, occupy a large 
extent, and where the heat is extreme. During 
the dog-days, the winds which pass over this 
country are excessively hot and suffocating: 
and the natives are under the necessity of sprin- 
kling their floors with water, and using other re- 
freshing expedients. 

Before enumerating the cities, that are now* 
most distinguished in this country, we shdU pay 
a short and melancholy tribute to those which 
were formerly the admiration of the world ; and 
of which it would be difficult to fix the scite, 
did not the page of antiquity aid our researches ; 
and surely nothing can nimish the contemplative 
mind with more rational improvement, than a 
view of the ruins and desolation that every where 
abounds ! When he beholds the solitary arch, 
or sublime portico, whither history informs him 
the great names of antiquity have resorted, and 
where a succession of various nations have given 
law, what must be his reflections, or the feelings 
of his mind ? Docs not every mouldering co-' 
lumn, every venerable pile of ruins, read the 
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moeft instructive md ifiipcMtaiit lessons on the 
'weiycness, ike vanity, and the instability of every 
^tng human ? Does not the melancholy re« 
flection on the many thousands that sleep t>elow, 
nrho once enlivened the arts, or graced the tri^ 
tnnphant car, imprint on the tablets of our hearts 
^ what shadows we are, and what shadows we 
pursue." 

Cardtage, ence the celebrated rivid of Romet 
has scarcely withstood the ravages of dme« Its 
Kident haitour Is nearly ehoaked up by the mud 
Hmywn up by the river Megerda ; uhI the ruins ' 
of the city are neariy three nules from the seat 
though it formerly extended to the very shorew 
The ancient Utica has suffered still more from 
the desolating hand of time, than even Carthage ; 
and, owiitt^ to the recession of the sea, and the 
conflux of mndf its i^tuation cannot be deter- 
Buned with accuracy and precision. To the east 
^ of Caithage Mes the Aquilaria of the ancientsi 
where Curio landed the tro<^ who were cut to 
IMeoes l^ Sabunu The amphitheatre of Jem* 
me, the Trntra of CaKsar, is another {aece of 
lAtiquity, 

^ Tunis, the ancient Tunes, and the present ca- 
pital of tins kingdom, is neither remarkable for 
the number of its inhabitants, nor for its public 
or private e<H£bes ; and in these respects is much 
inferior to Algiers. It is greatly in want of 
good water ; but excepting this disadvantage^ 
no piaoe abounds more in all the necessary ar« 
tides rf Hfc. The city has five gates, none of 
which are distinguish^ for their beauty. The 
houses, in general, are only one story in height, 
with flat roofs. The bey's palace, which is the 
most magnificent edifice in the city, contains 

Vol. XIV. E e 
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fimr sup^tb gates, one in each front, with a lo£tf 
turret at every angle. The courts are spacious, 
the galleries profusely ornamented, and the dif- 
ferent apartments very splendid. In Tunis are 
several colleges and schools, in which the doo- 
tors of the laws, and other literati, are maintain-* 
ed. * The principal fortification is the castle, 
which being situated upon an eminence, com- 
mands the whole place, and has a grand ap- 
pearance. 

The other cities of note are fiizerta, neai^ 
which is supposed to be the Sinus H^>ponensis of 
the ancients ; Nable, the Colonia Neapolis of 
Ptolemy ; Cairwah, the Vico Augusti of anti* 
quity ; Beja, the Vecca of Sallust ; and Gassa, 
anciently denominated Capsa. 

Tunis resembles Algiers, in that it exhibits 
the same religion, the same government, the 
same manners, and the same events, which trans- 
ferred it from the hands of the Arabs into those 
of the Turks ; weakened the authority of the 
latter, and at length brought it to such a state of 
debility, as to be able to nominate and appoint its 
own masters, under the title of beya^ but with- 
out entirely xejecting the Turkish influence. 
Till the commencem«it of the present century^ 
the grand seignior appointed deys to the govern^ 
ment of Tunis ; but they were very different from 
those of Algiers, being representatives without 
power or authority. By the assistance of a mi- 
litia, composed of Moors, Arabs, and, above all, 
renegadoes, the beys rendered theinselves com- 
pletely absolute and independent. The grand 
seignior no longer sends a dey to Tunis. The 
divan being cluefly composed of friends .and 
creatures pf the bey, seems rather assembled for 
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fee purpose of giving its aj^robation to his reso- 
lutions, tluta for consulting on the justice and ex- 
pecUeiicy of any measure ; and he is entirely in- 
dependent of the Porte. 

IBdt though we ha^e said that the Tunisians 
gn?eatly resemble the Algeiines, they are agree- 
«ftily distinguished from them by their superior 
politeness and civilization, and by their being 
exempted from that pride, insolence and bar- 
barity, for which the natives of this coast are 
j«stly stigmatized. They are aflaWe in their 
ixianners, friendly and obtiging to strangers, 
anil faithful to their compacts. The extension 
of commerce, the improyement of manufac- 
tures, and the friendships they have formed with 
the ^European powers, have no doubt contri- 
buted to this happy effect on their minds ; and 
a» these circumstances t«id to extirpate narrow 
and confined ideas, they by no means treat 
Christians with contempt ; on the contrary, they 
allow them that justice, wliich in vain is expect- 
ed from their neighbours. Though they keep 
some Christian slaves, and are not entirely free 
from that depr^atory sjnrit, which characte- 
rizes the inhsd>itants of the Barbary coast, they 
treat the captives with a considerable share of 
lenity and indu^nce ; and the representations 
of the European consuls, in their favour, are 
always heard with candour and attention, and 
acceded to with the greatest readiness and 
s^crity. 

In England, where female beauty abounds, 
the Tunisian women in genewd would be reckon- 
ed handsome, and their offspring are bom vrith 
tltt finest complexions, that can possibly be 
conceived. The boysy however, are soon tinged 
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mm ; but the girls, who are retsdaed at homv^. 
preserve their nadve beaa^ tifl they are past: 
chtkl-beariiig, which is usually about the a^aoC 
tfaarty* The Tuniaiaa wom^ are fipequeatiy 
mothers at eleven ^ and as thdr longevity i» 
^eariy prop o rtioned to that of EnivpeaDs, they 
frequently live to see several generations o£th^' 
diiidren* 

The drestf of both seases, though nearly of tiie. 
same form aa that of the Algerines, is considn^ 
ably neato*, ssmI- more genteel. When they aea^. 
comjMoiy, or goabroad^ thay weardrawera^ bur 
when at home, they sometimes only bind a piece 
oi linen round their waist* The fiiaaalea »:^ es- 
tremdy fond of ha'nng' long hair, wlmsh thef' 
collect together, and plait with' ribbands:; tsuk^ 
when nature does not seem to have been auflki^ 
ently liberal in this respect; like, die feir of monr: 
polished counties, they add to the natural: stodt 
by borrowed ornaments* Over the hair tfaua: 
decorated, they closely tie ^e comears :of a trian^* 
gular piece of needle-woriu Ladies of supeiiiNr 
rank wear a head-dress of the same figure, wfaiah 
is composed of thin plates of gcdd or silver cutr . 
through and engraved in imitations of lace* 
Their dress is rendered complete, by having a. 
fine handkerchief, bound dose over this oma^ 
ment, and Ming negligently down on the col* 
lected hair« Their eye-lashes, and' the edgea <rf 
their eye-lids, are tinged with pulverized 1«mI«' 
ore* This operation is performed by dipping a 
wooden bodkin, into the powder^ and dmwii^ it' 
under 1heeye4id* Itcommuniealiesasableiniey 
which is considered by the Tunisians as becom* 
isg every Gom|^»>n, and oonstitadng' the per^ 
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ftctkm 6f bemty. The astiqtttty of tfak ca&tom 
liAS been pro^iedby an ingenioas and learned ^ 
▼ine, fromthe sacred scriptuf^es ; which express- 
If mention, axxonting to the Hebrew version, 
tiiat «( Jeaebel decorated her eyes with the pow** 
der of lead-ore." 

* Jealousy, which appears to be endemial in Bar- 
bary, prevails less at Tunis than perhaps in any 
other state, which we have described in this part 
of the globe^ Astheip religion obliges them to 
fiiequeitt ablutions, the b»ths are much resorted 
tO) particularly by the ladies, who, in their wash- 
xags, make great use of odoriferous gums, and 
xich per^unes. 

The taverns are under much better re^a* 
tois than those in the neighbouring countries ; 
aod even a Turit, who is gmlty of intoxication, 
and behaves himself insolently, may be deprived 
of his turban till be has made satisfaction* They 
sell only white wine, which is produced in great 
plenty in the surrounding* coimtry, and is ex-* 
tremely cheap and good. Provisions are so 
plentiful, that the purchaser of a single quart of 
i^ne at a tavern, has two or three dishes of fish 
or flesh placed before him. Though the natives 
do not abstam entirely from wine, very few drink 
it to an excess ; but they are very fond of a com- 
pounded drug called Aanr, which inspires them 
with a dauntless resolution, and exhilarates the 
spirits, and seems possessed of nearly the same 
qualities as opium. 

As the religion of the Tunisians obliges them 
to attend public devotion by break of day, tliey 
are very early risers. After performing their 
morning prayers, they follow their respective 
employments till afternoon, when they again re<^ 
E e 2 
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pdrtaHtntwamfafMi ani^wl 

qemscii. The Ante can oal^ be-ionaed bf t 

MMBt pnouDg neoestity to^Bigcnce.or 1 

m tiwlc and agriciyftuie ; thtir lives bcnai^^ 

coQthuial round of incbknce and : 

To hunt the lions and other wUd i 

stitntes .a fiivourile di^ROEnon ; and* 

tinta of a whok distrkt wiU freqapidf .^Men^h^ 

fi>r tills pmpoae* On tiieseocoaaions tfacy Savor 

adrckof several mikainoiicaaiferQDDe^ whack 

tsgiaduaUjr contracted) ^ the aaimais ai» dw 

ven into the ceolrey where thef are tnmfi&atelf; 

dispatcfaed* The anoieiit dbeinetttiC^ 

is still practised in this coontryy whkh 

great variety of hawks and fidcons. • 

If we observe the manners aad 
these peoplci we shall perceive* tha^ kta verf 
eminent degree^ they partake of the ai aq i ii i ii^ rf 
tiie first a^es; and if vw oxept th» article af 
v^gion, we OM find that the Arabs in thia 
atate, appear exactly to answcrthe di a r a cteraai 
deacription given of them two thonsand yaan 
ago. Their common mode d saiaiatieD:^ 
^ Peace be unto thee l" and when iafeiiois pijy 
th^ te^pects to their superiers^ they kiss their 
fi^iety knees or garments ; which is also tiieflM»» 
ner in which duldrcn express their defooice 
and duty to parents and reUitives. Inthdrhoa* 
pitalky to stranf^ersKthey revive ^ttt remcaa^ 
hrance of the patriarchal customs; and the gceat* 
est prince will not disdam to fetdi alanybfiom 
his flock, which is prepared and dressed for the 
^<way-&ring man," by the royid consort bee* 
seU> It is customary for the host to wi^ tbe 
feet of his guests, and to wait on tiiem daring 
the entertionmem with offickitts kindness* fti^ 
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n»yeiq»cey.in8tOTecft hare occurced, in which tbe 
iMHit'liaa^ made ^free with the iux>pert|r ofthe un* 
jHMqpiici<M^4ga»eltovx)tt whom he hadaa obseqqi^ 

., In the halntad«»i of a fonioxk*ot quality, bench^ 

«s BMi^beperceiTed.at the porch or. g^itewa|E» 

wliAre the owner receives the Tiata (tf hu-fnenda 

axsd traAsaets biuiBeaa*. Few peraonsy evenof 

thee nearest relatifesy azs&adputted into the inte* 

noriiftrtsof thehoiu^ eac^ oa extraordinary 

QccMnions. Every city or viUi^ has a pece of 

^g^roiBBd allotted for sepAiltuie,in which every fib* 

mily of distinction has a particular cemetery in^ 

doaed witha watt, where they dqtpsit the bodies 

ina^arate g^ves, with stonesatthe head and 

Ciet of each, and. either plant the intermediate 

^Mioe wi^ flowerit or cover it with ^s« Per* 

loas of quality generally have. a square room, 

mntih a huidsome ci^k, ' erected over their 

graares^ This being kq[>txc»istantly white and 

dean, illurtrates the expression of Christ, where 

hR compares hypocrites to whited sepulchres, 

VFhich ai^pear. outwardly beautiful, but within 

aifi &U of dead men^s bones and all unclean- 



. It is notreai^ Urascertain the amount of the 
reveiraes of the beys of Tunis^ as they arise 
from annual tributes paid by the Moors and 
Aiabs, who often evade them ; and from du^ 
ties on imports and exports, which are in a ohi^ 
stant state of fluctuation. The forces of this 
coimtry consist of ren^adoes and a few militia, 
who are well paid and piopeiiy disciplined, and 
who are kept in garrisons and sea-ports ; there 
king jDo janissaries here as at A^iers* Thia 
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beys, however, upon emergencies, can eommiaid 
a numerous army of Moors and Arabs, but little 
dependence is to be placed on their fidelity. The 
naval strength of Tunis is very inconMderabley 
and much inferior to what might be expected 
firom a commercial and maritime nation. There 
are seldom more than four ships belonging* to 
government, the largest of which do not carry- 
more than forty guns, and all of them are badly- 
equipped for service. These, with thirty galtiotsy 
commanded by renegadoe^, compose the whole 
naval force of the beys. Other vessels, however, 
Are fitted out by private adventurers, who allow 
Certain perquisites to the bey on all captures. 

Though the duties on anchorage, and loading^ 
and unloading goods, in this kingdom, are ex- 
cessively high, a considerable trade is carried on 
between the Tunisians, and several European na* 
tions. This country exports to France com," oilj 
bean^, wax, hides, and Morocco leather ; and re- 
ceives in exchange Languedoc cloths, iron-, steel, 
hardware, paper, brandy, sugar, and spices. In 
the management of the Italian trade, Jews ai« 
principally concerned, who export the same com- 
modities as those sent to France, and import da- 
masks, gold and silver tissue, with several sorts 
of silks and woollen stuffs. To the Levant, the 
Moors and Turks export gold dust, bales of caps, 
and lead ; and receive in return silks, calicoes^ 
iron, alum, and vermilion. Into Egypt they 
carry the same kind of goods, which are exchang- 
ed for rice, linen, flax, cotton; and coffee. The 
commerce between England and Tunis is uncer- 
tain, and seems little attended to. 

All public treaties are written in the Arabic 
language \ which, however^ has lost much of Itii 
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od^isft]^ beauty and. energy. Tke great nmii^ 
berof MiiegsMloefrfoom Spaiiit Fn^nce, and It^^^ 
wboiace oicounLged fi^rdiaelaiiiiingChria^a&ity^ 
and adnalred for their superior alHlitiesy hare 
isendeted tlieu^ sespective languages very &iiii« 
liar in this country ; but the Lingua Francai& 
prineipidly uaed in commercial transactions witb 
&rsign nations* 

The piHiishments inflicted^ on criminals are 
% nearly similar to those practised in Algiers ; but 
»ip«ntition has taughe them the most dread&A 
tiutuTM relative to such r^ie^does as return to 
Christianity. These'are either inclosed in a cl6th> 
dipped in melted pitchy and afterwards set on 
fins-; or being wholly cohered) except the fiekce^ 
and head, those parts are anointed' with honey^ 
which exposes them to a miserable and lingenngt 
death from the stings of wasps- and other in«^ 
iccts* 

This country was soartely recovered from it» 
aubjecdon to the Romans and northern Vands^ 
when, with the rest of Barbary, it was once more; 
reduced under the power of die Saracens, who- 
governed it by viceroys, and established that 
fiMrm of administratbn) which continued almost 
five hundred years. One of these revolting, made 
himsdf master of Tunis, assumed the title oB 
king of Africa ; and from that poiod the capi^ 
tal of this kingdom vied with the most splendid 
cities on this condnent. At length Hassan, aa 
Aratnan prince, besieged this metropolis, took- 
it, ~and afterwards subdued the whole king* 
domfc He had not beea- long settled on the 
throne^ and dedared successor to the former 
monarch, befisre Mamon, his elder brother, who 
was.kq>t. a ptiaaner^ made some stremioua effortii 



,y Google 



324 tvms* 

to regun his liberty^ and claim his right to die 
cronm. Mamon, however, was discovered be- 
fore he e£^ted iiis escape, and put to death ; 
but a younger brother named Arashid, fled to 
Buchara in Numidia, where he was kindly receiv- 
ed. Having raised an army of Arabs, he at- 
tacked and defeated Hassan, whom he compel- 
led to take refuge in the city of Tunis ; but not 
having a sufficient train of artillery, he could not 
undertake the siege of the town. Arashid, 
therefore, having set fire to the suburbs, retreat^ 
cd with his troops, and implored the assistance 
of Barbarossa. 

The Jatter promised to comply with his re- 
quest, and conducted him to Constantinople, un- 
der pretence of procuring farther aid for him 
from the Porte ; and it is not to be doubted but 
he would have obtained a numerous and power* 
ful body of forces, had not Barbarossa traitor- 
ously insinuated, that if the troops, destined for 
the prince, whom he affected to befriend, were 
placed under his command, as soon as he should 
make himself master of Tunis, he would render, 
homage to the grand seignior, and hold the reins 
of government in that kingdom as his deputy 
and representative* This proposal was too fiat-, 
tering to be rejected by the emperor, who sent 
Babarossa with a strong armament against Tu- . 
nis, and detained the unfortunate Arashid pri- 
soner at Constantinople. The fleet no sooner 
appeared on the Barbary coast, than Hassan, 
who apprehended that the Tunisians would re- 
volt against him, retired with some Arabs to a 
fortified castle. In the mean time, the city was 
full of tumult, and the inhabitants were extreme- 
ly, desirous of a change i the reigning prince hav- 
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B^ become detestable to his subjects by his 
CFueltf and oppression. This being reported to 
Hassan, he fied from the castle in which he had 
t^en refuge, and left the city. 

The governor and principal persons of the 
place, not doubting but that Arashid, the king's 
brother, was on board of the Turkish armament, 
according to the assertions of Barbarossa, open^- 
ed the gates of the city, and assured the com- 
manderof the troops that the capital was entire- 
ly at his dis^posaL Barbarossa, therefore, entered 
Tunis, at the head of nine thousand Turks, and 
was received with the loud and repeated accla- 
mations of the people : but their surprise and in- 
dignation were extreme, when they heard him 
mention only the grand seignior and himself, and 
understood that the prince they so much desir- 
ed was detained a prisoner at Constantinople. 
They immediately assembled in arms, and at- 
tacked the Turkish forces ; but were soon dis- 
persed by a general dischax^e of musquetry, and 
compelled to acknowledge Solyman as their so- 
vereign, and Barbarossa as his viceroy. 

In the mean time, the fugitive Hassan sought 
refuge among the Arabs, and requested the as- 
sistance of the emperor Charles the fifth, who 
complied with his solicitations, and sailed with 
a very numerous and powerful armament to the 
coast of Africa. Having landed his forces with- 
out opposition in the territories of Tunis, he at- 
tacked and took a strong fortification erected 
near the sea-side, which was defended with se- 
ven thousand troops,* provided- with ammunition, 
arms, and every necessary for sustaining a pro- 
tracted siege. Barbarossa, sensible that the loss 
of Goletta and of his fleet would be followed by 
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4hat of Tons, unless he riioiM be Me to 
point the des^ns of the enemy l^ attackkig fluid 
defi^ting their troc^ before they reached the 
capita], resolved to hasard an engag^nent. Se 
therefore convened an fffisen^ly oC his T«idsh 
oScerS) whom he acquainted wixh the immiBeat 
4anger of himself and his followers, as w^ irom 
the Chrtsdan army, as from the Arabs «n4 Tuni- 
sians, that he knew were extremely ^aailecled td 
the present government. Upon which it was 
reserved to leave the city early nejct momingy 
and to fight the emperor. Accoid&ngly, t|ie 
ibvces mder Baiiiarossa marched i^out three 
nules {romTimis, and encamped on a ]4ahi tM" 
ed Cazar Mexevi, abowiding with spvmgs of 
fresh water, where the general disposed his army 
in battle-array, and waited the approach oi die 
e acip y* An engageaEieot ensued, in whkh the 
Christians were victcnioos, and the Turks fled 
with precifntatioa into the city. Barbarossa left 
$kc capital soon aflter, and narrowly eaciyed 
fiilling mco the hands of the enemy. 

The Spai^sh monardi being now masler ef 
Tunis, re-estal^ished Hassan on the throne, on 
condition ^athe should become tributary to 
him, and deliver up his son Mahomet, with seve- 
ral oflkcrs of his court, as hosti^s of his vassal- 
age. To these terms Hassan acceded ; but be- 
coming more odious to the Tunisians, on account 
of the cruelties practised by die ^wntar^s, and 
his being subject and tributary to a Christian 
prince, in a little time he was under tiie necessity 
of again leaving his kingdom, and seeking asnst- 
ance from Charles. But whilst he was in Sicily, 
consulting mth the ^^ceroy of that mons^rch on 
the most effectual means of suppressing th^ db- 
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btders m his kingdom, a more poweiiiil aikl 
dangerous enemy than Barbarossa was raised 
up against him. This was Hassan's eldest son, 
named Muley Hamida, who, at the instigation 
of a iavourite called Mahraed, took the most 
effectual means of dethronmg his &ther during 
his absence* He propagated the report, that 
his father had been converted to Christianity, and 
that he had been taken by the Turks, and carried 
prisoner to Constantinople, where he would ei* 
ther be put to (ieath, or imprisoned for life, on 
account of his apostacy. 

As Hassan had become extremely odious to 
the Tunisians, this rumour was readily believed, 
and Hamida found it no difficult matter to enter 
the city and take possession of the royal palace* 
He met, however, with an unexpected reproof 
from the governor, who rebuked him for so ea» 
sUy crediting this report, and for being in such 
haste to ascend 'the throne of his father* B\;t 
Hamida persuading the people that the gover^ 
nor was in the interest of the Spaniards, who in-' 
tended to place his brother Mahomet on the 
throne, they were immediately alaiTfned ; dread"- 
ing nothing so much as being under the govern* 
ment of a Christian, and such that prince was 
now considered* By this means, the treacherous 
son obtained possession of his Other's throne, 
and having made himself master of Tunis, he 
ordered the governor to be put to death, and, 
like another Absalom,' forced the most favourite 
of Hassan's wives to his incestuous embraces* 

The news of this unnatural rebellion having 

reached the unfortunate monarch in Sicily, he 

hastened back into Africa, in order \o prevent 

his son from entering into an alliande with Bw* 

Vol. XIV* F f 
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barQSSau Hassan had with him only' two ihoa^ 
sand Italians, and five hundred Moors, with 
whom he marched directly to the capital* The 
Tunisians perceiving^ the Italians, and taking it- 
for granted that the king had been converted 
to Christianity, as his son asserted, a bloody battle, 
immediately ensued, in which the forces of Has-, 
aan were overpowered by numbers, and many of 
them slain. The aged and unfortunate monarch- 
was surrounded by Hamida's troops, and carried 
prisoner into the capital, where he was closely 
confined. The next day Hassan sent to request, 
his son to come to him, and to hear what he had 
to plead in his own behalf; but Damida abso; 
lutely refiised to see him, and dispiatched execu-> 
doners, who gave him only the choice whether 
he would suffer death, or have his eyes put ouU 
As he preferred the latter, he was depHved of 
sight by having a red-hot Ismcet thrust into his 
eyes, and left to languish in grief and misery. 

We shall not pretend to give an account of 
the various depositions, assassinations, and other 
calamities, that befel the beys of Tunis, aod 
which could not interest the minds of our rea- 
ders. In order, however, to efface the melan- 
choly impression which the barbarous and inhu- 
man action we have been relating may occa- 
sion, we shall call the attention to the instructive 
and important lesson given by a Mahomet bey. 
of this kingdom to an Ibrahim dey of Algiers. 
The former had amassed great riches ; and was 
celebrated for his great knowledge in chymistry> 
and for having discovered the long-sought-for 
philosopher's stone. But it happened, notwith- 
standing his pretended learning, that he became 
disagreeable to his subjects, by whom he was. 
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fkihrorxtd* On this occusioiiy he had recourse 
to Ibrahim^ and requested that he would assist 
him in regaining possession of his dignity and 
nuthority. To his solicitations the latter acced* 
ed) on condition that he would communicate tir 
lum the secret of which he was said to be in pos* 
session. Accordingly, when the Tunisian waft 
reinstated in his kingdom, the Algerine de- 
manded the fulfilment of his engagement. Ma« 
hornet, there£>fe, in consequence of his promise, 
sent to Ibrahim spades, hoes, and other instru* 
ments of agriculture, and informed him, that 
these were the instruments of that real magic* 
which produces solid riches, and converts everyr, 
^ing into gold* 



CHAPTER XVI. 

THIS state, though tributary to the Porte^ as^ 
sumes the title of kingdom, and receives its 
appellation from the metropolb, called New Tri- 
poli, to distinguish it from the ancient city in 
Phoenicia, which still retains its original denomi- 
nation. This Kingdom, which includes the de« 
sert of Barca, and the rest of Barbary, is bound* 
ed on the east by Egypt, on the north by the Me* 
diterranean sea, on the west by Tunis, and on the 
south by Nubia, and extends about twelve hun- 
dred miles in length, but is of very dispix>por> 
tionate breadths, in this country there are n« 
rivers of c(»isequence ; nor is its coast distin- 
guished for any natural curiosities, except thu 
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gulph of Sydrai denominated the Syrtis Maghr, 
m order tollistinguish it from the Syrtis Muwrf^ 
which lies on the coast of Tunis. 

Tripoli is divided into marititne and inland \ 
and the worthless inhabitants of these great dis* 
Cricts are desig;nated by the odious character of 
being pirates in the former, and robbers in the 
latter. The chief cities and towns are aituated 
along the coast ; but few of them merit any pai^ 
ticular description, being in geneial thinly inha- 
bited, meanly built, and ruined on the one hand 
by the exacdons of the government, and on the 
other by the depredations of the plundering 
Arabsl 

Tripoli, the metropolis of the kingdom, is sit-- 
uated in fourteen degrees thirty minutes of east 
longitude, and in thirty-tlH«e degrees five min- 
utes of north latitude, and is a small, but popu- 
lous place* This city stands on a sandy situa- 
tion by the shore, and is surrounded by high 
walls, flanked with pyramidical towers. It haa 
two gates ; one fronting the north, op sea-side, 
the other the south, or interior parts of the coun- 
try. To the east is a group of rugged rocks, on 
which are to be seen the ruins of some ancient 
forts ; to the west is a strong castle, surrounded 
with fortifications in the modem style, and <te* 
fended by cannon of imcommcmly hirge dimen- 
sions. Old Tripoli lies at a small distance, al- 
most in ruins ; and is chiefly remarkai^ foe hat* 
tng been the biith-place of the Roman emperor^ 
Severus. 

New Tripoli was built by the natives, who 
f;ave it the appellation of Tarabilis, or TrebiCs. 
It was wee a place of great trade ; and being 
fi^M with a number of capital edifices^ exceeded 
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tfm It petalns^ h^^ver, very few Hiarks oi \t% 
VKient spkndoup ; and its great decay seems to 
bave been ocoaaoi^ by the waat of water and 
cofO) two of tb6 prindpal articles of life. Its 
iHndts are become Tery ^ontraicted ; and the 
liouses are mean, low, and irregular. It, never* 
tbeless^t contsdns smne moiuiments, thi^ evince its 
ancient magnificenee^ particularly a noble tri* 
onaphai arch, part of ^ich lies buried in the 
aan^ ^loi^h enough of it is stifl visiMe to ck- 
cttfr our admiration of its elegant architecture* 
This structure has been composed of the finest 
marble ; and it is evident, that the whole has 
tx^i executed accorcHngto the purest models of 
ainUquity * over each of its four gates is a trium* 
phal chariot, in one of which, Alexander isre^* 
presented drawn by two sphinxes* 

This ardi is very entire, if compared to similar' 
ctitktr antiquities in this country $ and it seems to* 
be indebted for its preservation, rather to the ef-^ 
focts of superstition, thioi to the substance of ^ 
which it is formed $ a tradition having prevailed' 
for a number of ages, that its dcinolition wiH bet 
attended with some dreadful calamity. In order/ 
to estaldish the authentkity of this fodish and 
idle story, the natives.shew a stone, almost sepo^ 
rated from the building, which they confidently 
affiann was displaced by the command of one of 
tiieir princes, whose workmen were immediately 
alarmed by an earthquake f^ut persevering in 
the attempt, notwithstanding this salutary and 
supernatural admonition to def^, they were all 
btiried under an immense cloud c^ sand. 

The Franciscan friars, with several other or- 
ders of monkS) have si^ttled in New Tripoi,t 
Ff 2 
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wheie the tgrmtr have alunidflonie chiir^da»>' 
vent, and hospital ; the kit of which edifices is 
too ofien rendered oeoenaiy) on account of tte* 
fnaliymnt and pestilential disorders which inlest 
the atj» Near to the walls is an ancient buryw 
ingoplace) where ums, medsds, and other co- 
Uques are ftequeutly found. Notwithfttamling . 
the barrenness of the soil, the sunoanding caatt' 
try is adorned with a number <^ handsome idUasy^ 
the Christian slaves (whoare, howerer, not nu* 
meroQs) being emplof ed in ciiltivatiii^ the g^- 
dens. The principal tnde of New Tripoli ccm- 
sists of lineB) gicat quantities ai which are .xnan- 
ufiictuied by the inhabitants ; but they place 
tfieir chief dq>endenoe oa their corsairs, who are 
more mischievous and desperate than any other 
on thb piratical coast* 

' The grand s^gnior sends to Tripoli a paofaa,. 
who is not merely a titular vassal of the Porte, 
hut really under subjection and tributary* Thdr 
avarice, however, and the sums they are obliged 
to send to Constantino{de, have loaded the peo* 
pde with such heavy imposts, that moat of the 
inhabitants are reduced to the lowest state of in- 
digence and misery* 

This kingdom, like the rest of Barbary,. alter 
heing freed from the Roman yoke, passed suc- 
cessively into the hands of the Vandals, the Sa- 
racens, and the sovereigns of Morocco, Fez, aivi 
Tunis, till the natives, weary of their slavery and 
oppression, resolved to rid themselves of the ty- 
ranny, and to elect a monarch from their own 
number* Of these kings, nothing is recor^d 
worthy of notice* Tripoli afterwards fell into 
the hands of the Arabs, who came from Egypt^ 
and who carried away a great number of sla¥8% 
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LfitymtheldiigdoinandtbecapitBA. It again 
became subject txxa king of Tunis, named £0- 
eamen, whose tyranny imd o|9resm»8 being^ 
'tolerable, the Tiipolit^bs threw off the yoke, and" 
1^ jutdMid time chose a mimaich from their own 
cariTicns* The newly elected sovereign, finding 
hlfnsclf nused from lonong lus equals to the 
attmnut oi power and greatness, acted the tyrant 
ixk his tum^ and was murdered* 
- The nattves immediately chose imother mo- 
n^nrchy^against wiiom Ferdmand, king of Castile 
and Arra^n, sent a powerful fleet and army, im- 
de^lfae command of the count of Navarre, vHio 
laiasiege to the ca{Htal, which he took i^ter a' 
jrigonms assault. The sov^^reign of TripoM, 
-vdth his iaoJoMy and friends, retired into the cas* 
tie, where he surrendered on honouraUe terms ; 
and vtras sent with Ins wife and two scms to the 
tmtperor Charles the fifth, who restored him to 
bb former dignity, <m condition of his becoro- 
ii)g tributary to him. ^This monarch rebuilt and 
lepeopled the place, which he ccmtinued to hold- 
in ^ empenn^'s name, till the knights of Rhodes 
were expelled that island, and obliged to redro 
into Syracuse, when Charles bestowed an them 
Malta, tpgedier ^Mk tbe city and castle of Tri^ 
poli. 

. They continued in possesion of the kingdom 
till the rei^ <tf Sdyman, who, under pretence 
^ its ^ having been taken during a truce, sent 
against it a very powerful armament under the 
oommand of Sinan Dassat, to whom were join- 
ed in the es^dition the cekbrated Salha Rais, 
md the no less fiimous Dragut. With this fleet 
Sman suled for Tripoli, wluch he attacked with 
til his forces^, and of which, at length, he ob^ 
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tponed posamioB) aftor it kad beem in tbe 1 
of the Chiistiaps a|x>ye fortf years. Dragut be«^ 
iogleftas govemorfer U»eFo£tC9 stsoiigly Jbrti&o 
^ the city und castk» and.eiected two fortreaa-^ 
989 which h^ awpiri&ed with.aftyiery and ammu^^ 
MUOD* By t^ nieaxtt it became one of the^ 
«Uvngest cities in A&ica» and the general setreat 
of the Turkish coraairs, that infested the coaatsv 
ofltaly, Sicily, Nqilesy and Spain. Thekmghta^ 
som^ ^me u&eti endeavoured At lepossess thenx- 
aejve&of Tripoli^ but sufiEered a ivpiiisej&oin tine 
Turks. 

Si^t, atlength* the Tuddah goremmeiit be^ 
Qpming ^ti^ixiely oppreasiTe and inuderal;^ oa^ 
account of the aiEaric« and. tyranny of the pachasf 
depvited by th» Porte, a geneisd revoU was ex- 
cited both in. the city and country) at the head 06 
Mfhich, waa a certain marabou, named Si4Ha«^ 
jah* Npt heiogs however, sufficiently carefaL 
in sepuring &reiga assistance, be. was attacked 
aiud d^&at^ by the Turkish admiral, and at 
length assasftinated by hia own partisans. Thi» 
uevolt was no sooner sobdiaed^.thaa the grand 
aeigmor having sent a new.gosemor, who wa» 
a Greekv reoeg^do, and had obtained hia dtgnitft 
by. hn\^^ and intrigues, he took the r^ins of ack 
ministration into his own hands. He did nott 
bowevjer, render himself -entirely independent 
of the Porte, but agreed to pay an annual triw 
bute to the grand seignior, as an acknowledg-r 
ment of subjection. This revolution gave rise, 
to the mixed form of governnoM^t, that s^ ex>. 
ists in appearance ; but it is really absohite and' 
despotic The bey, who is elected by the mili« 
tia, would seem to be the chief of a body of re* 
publicans i but as he comnutndao^y slavey h«. 
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liever has recourse to the divan, except on diffi- 
cult conjunctures. 

Such was the case of Tripoli, when its capital 
was bombarded by the French ; which being 
the most important historical circumstance with- 
in our knowledge, it shall be concisely related. 
Louis the fourteenth, king of France, being 
highly incensed on hearing that a Tripolitan 
corsair had captured a ship under French co- 
lours, and that a great number of his subjects 
were detained in a state of slavery, in spite of 
the remonstrances of the consul, ordered all his 
officers sailing in . those seas to make reprisals* 
Pursuant to these commands, the marquis of 
Anfreville, meeting With six vessels belonging 
to Tripoli, on the north coast of Sicily, imme- 
diately attacked them. Three of them, how* 
ever, making all the sail they could, escaped un* 
hurt ; but the rest, venturing an engagement, 
suffered severely, and were, at length, obliged 
to flee to the island of Chios, in order to be re- 
£tted. 

Commodore Du Quesne was no sooner in- 
formed of this circumstance, than he followed 
them with a squadron of seven sail ; and after 
sending a message to the aga of Chios, in which 
he informed him, that be only came in search 
of some 'Tripolitan pirates, who, in contempt 
of the most solemn treaties, had committed seve- 
ral flagrant outrages on the subjects of the king 
his master, and hoped he would not protect 
such miscreants, completely blocked up the port. 
This message being disregarded by the aga, 
the commodore immediately bombarded the 
place with such fiiry, as to make dreadful havo& 
among the inhabitants ; but was prevented from. 
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enteriog the harbour by a strong stoccaiTo, wtueh 
the Tripolitans had contrived to place in his^ 
Vra^r* Complaints of this hostile infringement of 
the French being carried to the grand seignior, 
almost occasioned a rupttire between the two 
monarchs ; but, through the address of the 
French ambassador at Constantinople, the mat- 
ter was at length compromised, and articles wei^e 
framed so much to his advantage, that the re- 
gency of Tripoli rejected them with the strong- 
^»t indications of contempt. 
. Upon this, Louis, who had taken care to pro* 
vide a powerful armament i^ainst that republic,^ 
directed the fteet to sail for Africa, under the 
eommapid of the marshal D'Etrees, vice-admiral 
of France ; who, being joined by two other siquad- 
Rins; appeared before Ttipoli on the 15th of 
June 1685« The bombardment of the city in*- 
stantly commenced, and a dreadful havoc being 
soon made, the utmost consternation and dismay 
prevailed among the inhabitants. They sent tt 
venerable old man, near one hundred years of 
age, who had been dey of Algiers for twenty- 
four years, to solicit a peace on the most fiivour- 
able terms he could obtain. The French com- 
mander demanded two hundred thousand 
crowns, as an equivalent for the captures made 
from his nation ; and that all Christian slaves, 
who had been taken under French colours, should 
be restored* To these terms the regency ac- 
ceded ; but some delays arising from the dif- 
ficulty of rmsing so considerable a sum, the de- 
i^and was greatly reduced, andj at length, sa- 
tisfied in monejr, rings, and jewels* The Tri« 
pditans set all the French slaves at liberty, and 
allowed the consul of their nation to enjoy pe» 
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eufiar privHeges aad exemptions ; and two off 
the principal persons of the reptiblic were obl^;w 
cd to do homage at the court of Versailles. 

They landed at Toulon, and proceeded to the 
residence of the Trench monarch, from whom- 
as suppliants they expected to experioice some 
fituu-ks of displeasure ; but they were agreeaUf 
surprised by the polite reception which they cve-» 
ry where met with. Of the many things which 
seemed to excite their notice and admiration/ 
nothing struck them so much as the opera* 
They considered the music, the actors and ac« 
tresses, the decorations, machines, and dresses, 
as a series of enchantm<»ts, an assemblage of 
irresistible charms. Khalil, the chief of the em* 
bassy, who had been a corsair, was so much af* 
fected by the sight that he exclaimed, ^We' 
ahdukl be able to defend ourselves against any 
enemy that might attack us, unless it were the 
opera ; against which we would not contend, but- 
immediately lay down our arms." 

The Desert of Barca, which is properly in- 
cluded in the kingdom of Tripoli, adjoins to 
^gypt, and is of various and uncertain limits* 
It is for the most part only a barren tract of shifN- 
ing sands, on which account, the Arabs, by whom 
it is principdly inhabited, denominate it Ceyrart 
Barkoj or the road of whirlwinds. The great- 
est part of this country is parched up for want of • 
watery and, except in the neighbourhood of towns 
and villages, where the ground produces com, 
maize, and millet, it is a barren and uncultivat- 
ed waste ; insomuch that the wretched inhabi- 
tants are as ill provided with food and raiment as 
can possibly be conceived, and their very exter« 
iial appearance b sufficient to terrify any straa- 
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ger. Their aspect is fierce and ravenous, tnea^~ 
gre hunger giving a tinge to the complexions oS 
the whole race ; their garb is what they take 
from travellers, and the poorest of them have 
scarcdy a rag to cover their nakedness* As 
tbey are more necessitous, they are more despe- 
rate than other robbers, and they frequently ex- 
tend their plundering excursions as far as Numi- 
dia, and Lybia* They 9ommit the greatest cru- 
elties on those that i^I into their hands-; and 
tbe traveller who escapes naked with his life, 
jnay consider himself very mildly treated by 
those wretched miscreants* So indignant and' 
impovenshed are these people, that they will 
^quenUy sell their children to the SidBans and 
other Christians, in order to procure the neces- 
saries of life. 

The canton in which stood the oasis of the 
temple of Jupiter Ammon, is esteemed the most 
arid and-dangerous ; being almost wholly cover- 
ed with burning sands, and so light as to be 
easily raised by the least breath of wind. They 
«M?e so scocching that they frequently bum out 
tlie eyes of travellers ; sink under their feet at 
every step ; stifle them in an instant ; and some- 
times bury whole carav»is« The melancholy 
catastrophe of Cambyses and his armyj in his 
bold attempt against the temple and oracle of 
Jupiter ; and the dangerous, but successful ex- 
pedition of Alexander, will recur to the minds 
of our readers. In short, the country is a sandy 
desert, through which it would be difficult to 
pass, except by the assistance of a compass, or 
the direction of the stars ; and the inhabitants 
conspire with its natural barrenness and inhospi- 
tality, to render tnfvelling equally dangerous 
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moA vnpm&able ; and though it wm .oiice thi 
route pursued by the eamiaos in their jounief 
betveen Batbuy and Mecca, thef novr carts 
IbBy avoid this tract by taking a more d^rtant 
cdrcuit. 

The coast of Barca is generally known by 
-the name of Dema, andreceiveatlusa^Halioa 
Sfora one of its nusst considenible towns and 
ports V md, indeed, it is only in .the maritime 
partsi that:l3i6 jshabitanls haie imbibed the 
smallest ideas of jiisti<9e .or hmnani^, and pro* 
&ta Mhhonffitaaism. ' The rest, ^speoifillythoae 
of the liesert, ai« entirely destitute of reiig^ont 
and as wild wid unmxftivated as the soil they 
inhibit ; ^oid nature seems to have viewed tlus 
a^g^on with peculiar aversion and disgust 



CHAPTER XVU* 

Mdtu. 

^nnEUS smsH island, which was known to the 
^ ^ Romans b^ thenamet>f Melita^lies in the 
Medltenanean sea, between the *^ coasts of Tri* 
poU and Sicily; and, thou^ only eighteen 
leagues cBstant from the latter, and about fifty 
from the former, it is genersHy assigned, though 
without any just reason, to .Sirica* It is sitih 
-atedin die thirty-axth degrceof nor(Ji latitude, 
«nd between the fifteenth and sixteenth degrees 
'of east longitode ; and has the coast of Skily 
on the north, tluit of Tripoli on tl^ south; 
the Morea on the east, and the islands of Pan^ 
tabarca, Unosa, and Lampadosa, on the west. 
Vol* XIV. G g 
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ttu of an ovd figure { beu^Aboiit tweaty mlies 
in lengthy and twelve in bnadthi . 

Malu 18 priociiMlly a aoft white rock, covered 
to the depth ^rf* a foot with rich earthy, whicli 
produces great quantitiea eC incSgOy cottcno^ 
mpea, olivea, fig%Jeinaes» oieiigw^ endothejc 
mk 9 iwt not a auffidency of com or wioe £of 
the coittiivi|itieii of the loihAbitiatB, wh^impcyrt; 
tfMse «iUde» bom Sicily* It yklte pule^ 
toots, hecbSf and: ciilimiiy vegetal^ . of 9V&Pf 
kjipd In gmrt prafiision ; and ahowids in pas? 
tiire« Tathe ooith-weBt lof Mi4^ and sei^e^ 
iat€d.fr«>m it by a ebannel a kngi^ and a tatf 
tn- bcead^, ia;^ iabed of ^jGi^aa, whkh vUahoiil 
fight leitgpe$ iacircoaiiBrene^ ( and in the-sasn^ 
chan^^ U^ theai9s^l9k«<)fComm-asri)€0mfi9fr 
^QThe former is aiqipDaedlo^ be the Hephe^ia, «« 
l^oi Vulcaii, rf-the ancitnl>j ■ and is ateaguf 
ia circamferenoe ; the other is les&r Lampi^ 
<)os9b'the Lipaduaaa <rf Roleray, is aituated a$ 
Ib0 4^%im$se of twenty^ye or thirty kagtiet 
ftom MaU»^ and. fit (^r^sent Is uncultivated'- Mtd 
uninhabited, but exhibits. the niinaof a x^aade 
and ^limraM .V TibQ ^ttmm oi 4ts .hawing, been 
ahandonod ia>a3|imb^;ihy<jioDiGto the ^leci^ea 
and phaa«oi«#^liMH]Rttts.feit^ witb mot^ pm- 
hahtlity^^ by^Olb^ ta* the. unMEhokaojHieaesswiQf 
tfae:air«.. , .:t' 4 «-i'i' *. • ■• .. «:•:•'.'• -•» 

. The aoutfiera :caaiit 4xf Maltatahaunda .wkh 
«acks ani^icl«e3» and has neither roadnor.han- 
ibaiir ; hiii.<Hi^aeaet^deit posaesaea smneeoQft- 
;0kpdiott8 bav^»» pafliculi^^ C^ida ;di; ItecD 
and Gala di; Paulas The txnaai considerahfiesi 
however, . ace' thociie/daB0a»iBaiedtjMii2et.»and 
MaxtH ^tided. fa^E jan .oUl)Og ^peninsute, on 
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mUch '\»' built a strong iort called St. Xlmcfy 
that defends the^h^ance c^ both* When thb 
i^and was taken possessbn of by the knights, 
it contained' only one city, thirty or forty vil- 
lagc% and the naniber off' its hihabitants' did not 
S^mou^t to more Uian twelve thousand, including 
tromen and children. It has now lbttr^»nsidei«> 
lible towns ; C^tta Valetta, Citta Vecchia, an- 
<^ent Midta, and €itta Vitjlonbsa^ or Bu Mi- 
«^iael; all oi wliich mtf well inhabit^ and 
Btpong^y ' Ibrtifisd. The handets haye become 
fiopQlottsvilk^s, said the Tillages large townsk 
*The ports and haf«M on the coast have also 
icoeived great improVen/ients ; and the whole 
isbiid is every wherr so strong foitMled, that 
ft has he&^ able to resist and de^Ntt all the power 
and efibrtsof the Oftomsn Porte to the present 
period. The number of inhabitants is so In- 
Greased, that, in 1633, they amoonted toftfty^^ 
one thousand sevett ^ndred and ifty, exclu*- 
aive ol the knights .6f the oid^ i ai&d, at diis 
time, the (jopulation of Midta is estimated at 
limety thoasaiiid.so«xis« 

The climate is esccessively hot, which is oo- 
«asiiEmcd by the revefbemtioB of the rays of the 
son from the high rodm that «over the island ; 
hut dorlng.the greatest part of the afternoon^ 
the westerly winds prevail, which serve to mode^ 
late the heat, and render the air more sa- 
tobrioiis. Thf^ are no nvsrs in- tfie island, but 
Mone excellent ^rtngs of €re^ water^and, where 
.these fidi, the people ^ welts in the rock. 
rl^ ^hkft, however^ are chiefiy 8i:^ied by ram* 
watery which they preserve in ctstetffis. 

The tatf of Malta, 4bimeiiy teiommated 
MeBta» fiom the great quantity irf hooey which 
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theidandprodiicedy w»i once the capital. - U km 
a very, ancient place; imd its cathedral, dedi* 
catjed to St^ Peter^ \va8 erected soon after Paul 
4ad converted the iiyhabitants to Christianjtx. 
Tradition says^ that Uie prefiH^t Publtusj who so 
kindly received that apostle^ was conadluted ihe 
intbiflhopof thisidt^ '"**''' 

Ckta Va]etta» or, as it is doiomipated by the 
Prenchi CittaNuovoy. i& the moslt ccxisiderablt 
tilj in McQta,. and received its appellatioo from 
the cekbrated Jcbn de Vafetta, grand master of 
ihe ordeF} who commanded it W be T^buUt la 
1566, after it had been destroyed by the TuiIls. 
It is seated on a high and rocky ground,' and 
is reckoned a very strong place, not on^ on ao 
count of its advantageous situation^ but also of 
the strongwalls, flanked with. bastions, by which 
it is surrounded* The streets are wide and longi 
and adorned whhmanypublicedifices. Thehooses 
amount to aboat two. thousand^ and are strong and 
lofty , with/ flat summits, after the eastern mam 
ner, and pravided. with . ci^ms and reservoifs 
of water. The surrounding country abpundi 
with dftrightfiil gardens, produdng aH lunds of 
fruits, flowery and herbage, and kept in excellent 
order. Here ■ are 8everal.nunneries,convent|, and 
churches, and a cathedral dedicated to St. Joim^ . 
the patron, of the orderi whpse rigiht hand they 
pretend to shew as a valuable relic. In this 
city resides the gfuid master, whose palace is 
a sumptmus edifice, and the largest and most 
magnificent in the whole island ; und In it is 
held the general chapter or assemUy of th6 
knights of the first order* The ho^ital for sick 
knights is also a superb stroct^re, in whkh tvm 
pesson haa a scpirate igom..^ Jlkei diseased pi^ 
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ai?e lodged in the most coiaimodtoCks inan<^ 
Tier, and liot only attended by proper physicians 
«aid surgeons, but even served by the knights 
themselves, though of the greatest rank and qu^ 
Bty. The bizertj or prison, is a large and hand- 
-some building,' and suited to the vast number of 
^aves that are brought from the coast of Bai<t>ary, 
and out of the Turkish dominions. 

At the entrance into the bay are two large 
rocks, whicbadvance into the sea cqqxisite to Cit- 
ta Valetta, on one of which staM the toim and 
castle of St. Angelo, and on the other is Citta 
Vittoriosa. The former was once a strong and 
populous place, with a palace, and apartments 
for the knights, but was almost destroyed by the 
Turks m 1 565. The latter, which rtceived its 
appellation from the protracted siege it sustained 
ag^nst the Turidsh forces, ii a strongly fortified- 
-town, aniile and a half in circumference, and 
contams about one thousand two hundred housel, 
Vbich are chiefly inhabited by Maltese native!i 
and marines. It has five or six small cHufchi^ 
one of which belongs to the Greeks, and a pst- 
tace that serves for a court to the officers of thfc 
inquisition. The town and harbour of St. Mi- 
chael, Commonly called Bangle Island, is well 
fortified, and chiefly inhabited by corsairs^ who 
cruise against the Turks. 

In the church dedicated to St. Agatha, is a 
statue of that female saint, in white marble, of 
exquisite workmanship»^ When ^ic Turks laid 
siege to the city, the superstitious inhabitants 
'fetched this image out of the church and placed 
it upon the ramparts, where the saint was ex- 
posed to the fire of the besiegers ; and -v^ilst 
•lie \vas wholly employed hi protecting her v#- 
GgS 
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liHts, aniiMii^iMliJ tf jier cwra Bgfetff a sinBt 
carried off. the fittle fim^r of her rif^t hand; 
This maJtim is held ia-tb^gres^est Ynoeratioiiby 
all the Alaliase» aathe pmtectreMrof the city aad 
SilttML f 

< TbanatiTes^ b<lU>ini«iaBdwofn(Bi^«(edreas» 
ed afl«r the Siciliitii bshioa. The wonien ava 
not tall, but htfidaeine, spn^Ufy and <wii^ 
Thef ate abf and modest in^ onbward apipcar* 
aoce^ fet aiQoiou% jealDuflr andcrevengefok 
Duriiag the hot weather, most of the- women 
meaf no o^nsr clothiiig^ than smoeksand 8li{i{ieui 
In the hoQsea ; but wh^k they go abvoady th^ 
have 1^ v^s^ with linen drawers under theti^ 
They mem their heads with a variety of osna^ 
ments, and |>lait and curl their hair in deferent 
Ifbrms. 

The men are^ robust^ brave, imd warlihei I6 
•consequence of their temperance and constant la- 
bour, they attain to a g^vatage ; but they afe 
fOGtmnely proud and vindictive^ and for a slight 
jafilont will frequently assasmnate one aliother. 
^ They are jmIous ; but before marriage they 
rtarry their inteilded sponses vrith omfidenoe to 
the moat pmUic places) and affect to allow 
them a greiat deal of liberty. When married, 
vliowever, tiiey "watch thdr wives very strict^, 
and those who approach them., even if they.ai9B 
/knightly have fx> drtod the dag^ger or the po- 
liiard. 

The natives, who are supposed to be of Ara- 
bia estiaction, i^»eak that language ; which, how- 
ever^ is pronounced so differently in difierent 
parts, that the inhabitants of one parish scarcely 
understand those of another. But,, in cities and 
lawns, ^le French ^(id Itsdlan are principaliy 
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i k a^^rbF <b« bnighis aiMliparapai of t«id^ 
the lattcD- especiaQy. 

In fthfiir bniiatH. tbey inutate tbe. Grrciao ous- 
toBft of huriBg ¥Pomea to inMr^ who aeoooipfaqr 
the corpse with loud and hideous outcrie% and 
«]^3)it the moat ridipdoMa. geaturea* The neaiv 
•it of the relalioiis sha;ve th«r iiair, throw tbenir 
aekea on the body of the deoeaaedy and send 
ferlh the moat dol^ laiBentationa* The pro^ 
ceaaion iapveaededhf a nunber of tkr frateiw 
aity called pankeots, maaiEed, and followed by 
another rctmue of prieata aad moakay some oi 
whom carry the crosst and otb»« torches ia 
th^ hands. The reat of the funeral cero- 
jnony ia pcvfiNrmed after the manner of tbe 
Oreek chiut^b* 

The forces of the island exclu^ve of the 
knightsi and of thoae th^t belong to their order, 
constat of the inhabitants^ who may be reckoned 
•about twenty-five thouaapd nien» capaUe of beayr- 
4ng armS} and well disdplined. At .a gtv^i stg- 
nid of fi^g three caiuionsi they are obliged to 
appear imder their pH^r staodsrday and in all 
. their martial accoutrements. They had former* 
^ long aworda and daggers, bows and arrows, 
• Jances and pikes, which they handled with won* 
.derfol dexterity ; but since they have, been usd^ 
:i^ discipline of the Maltese knights, they have 
'become no lesa expert in the use of fire-anna* 
They are reviewed every ^x months by. the 
: grand master, orhia d^uty* The commerce 
carried on here is inconsiderahle, and consists 
chiefly of wine and a fow silks* A great quan- 
tity of corD is imported from Sicily, Alicant, a^d 
. other places* But what contributes most to tbe 
Ikmriahiog state of tbe island ia the reaidence^^f 



,y Google 



t46 HABTA* 

the knights of St John of Jeruaaleni) tommtm^ 
ly called the knights of Malta. ' 

* If a Mahometan were to write the history, of 
tiiis order, be would say that, in an island of the 
Mediterranean, there is an association of men 
who are sworn enemies to the religion of the 
prophet, and who yra:gp eternal war with those 
that profess it, ravaging their coasts, and cany* 
ing them away as skves ; and that through zeal 
fer Christianity, they engage to make no peaces 
nor enter into my truce with them* From such 
an account of the Maltese knights, people might 
be induced to blame their ardent z^, and to tax 
it with the name of overstrained enthusiasi]^ 
But they will do well to be cautious ill ccmdemn- 
in^ this institution, till, they have considered ii^ 
what manner it is formed ; what is the end pro- 
posed by this conduct ; and how it has been led 
oy ci^umstances to support and maintain itself 
in a warfare, which is its essential and necessary 
occupation. In order to <lefend itself, it is fi^ 
quently obliged to attack others* 

The grand master has the whole revenue of 
Malta, and of the small island of Goza, entire- 
ly at his ^Bsposali and over both of which, at h» 
election, he is invested with the sovereign power 
during life. He stands next In rank to the im- 
perial and regal dignity, and has the precedeocse 
of all other sovereign princes, and even of t^e 
Romish cardinals, sending and receiving am- 
bassadors like other /crowned heads. To these 
the popes have added some other privileges. 
His revenues arise from a ceitfun tax on the 
island, including the duties on goods imported 
and exported. These^ with other perquisites 
vtnnexcd to the dignityi are sui^)osed to amouat 
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spoerly sussuified . n6 higher tide than that, of 

^ The .hitttible demnt of the aacrcfl house of 

Ae hospital o£ St^ Johft df Jfenj^em ;'* but this 

"W^'diajigetl for " Thtf grand , master of the Qi> 

^er of $t. John of Jerusalem) prince of Malta 

•Atid G<)2a«" Jle cannot bfe deposed tsithout thi 

i:!0]i^nt of.the pope, nor cc(n any other person 

decide a dispute of cdntrdversy ;betHreca> him. and 

Ibdskniglit^ 

Accordihg to tradition, this idand was ones 

Igbremedbyan Afrkan. prince^ named Battu^ 

JCQ enemy 6{ queen Did0|.and foom \vhose poA- 

seissibn it passed into that Of the Caithagintani^ 

as may be inferred £pom; the Punid; ins^npcions 

stin; visible* Irhe Komans made themselves 

inasters of It; at the same time that they subdued 

the island of Sicily. They w^rti. drivea out, . i^ 

the year 3^8, by the AraAs ; whoi were expelldt 

in thebr torn by Bx>g^ the. Kbrmafi, in U90, 

From thai penod, Maka.CGmiaued: under tfai^ 

^minion of the kings of Sicily, till it fbU^iby^ 

^e c6n(|d^est of that isl^d, into the h&nd&'oC Uie 

«ropet!or Chai;les the fifth* : # 

' . The Christiatts, evei* inindful <rf the respeet 

due to tho^e places wi^re the mfasicles wsA 

mysteries of thefr holy cellgion: were performed^ 

have always considered it. as a necessary ami 

pioas duty to visit* them^ These places, whidh 

t^ey «3teem'sacr6c^ and Jerusalem the t:apital^ 

heulgcoBcpiered: aad inhibited b^ the Saracens^ 

Itbe pUgHms were exj^sed to vanoos acts of op« 

E' ssion,. v^ich rendered the journey peculiarly! 
geiidiis said trouUesome* Seme Italian geiin 
tlemen and merchantsi^ who had witnessed tlie 
i& treitsto&t of th< Quistktts^ underixibk to ptii 



,y Google 



)49 MALTA* 

cure tbem a iure asylum m die titf o£ Jeranieitit 
where they might not be exposed to the i&sultt 
of dther Mahometahs or Greeks^ These p«s 
icms, who were ^ativeaof Amalpby in the laof^ 
dom of Naples^ faking advantage of the access 
given them by- oamnierce4o the court of the 
aokanof Egypt, obtsdned» ahoat the year 1048^ 
permis^on to ereiA a bouse or hMpttal at Jem* 
salem, near the hply sepulchre, be the enter^r 
tainnient and safety of pilgrims, together with 
a place of worship, where ^vitie service might 
he performed after the rites of their own t^urch« 
The chapel was dedicated to St* John the al<- 
moner* This estabUshii(^nt was s^ported by 
the alms coUected in Italy, and other parts of 
£iirope ; and they soen found themselves in a. 
condition to erect another hospital ^for wom^i^ 
the cb^iel of which was consecrated to Mary 
Magdalene: from this small beginning arose 
the order of St. John of Jerusalem, which siace 
that period has been the bulwai^ c^ Christie 
«Mty* 

In this hospital, the Christians of the Latin 
thurch were received .and maintained, without 
any distinction of rank or natioo» Those who 
had been stripped by the bandlitU, mere sit]>pfied 
with new cjodiesi and those that .w«ns lame or 
sick^ or laboured under any infirmity or afflict 
tion^ obtained suit^le reli^ fiom this chafity« 
Among them was the celebratcid Genund, a 
Frenchman of Provence, whOf from ^be time «f 
his arrival in Jerusalem, had dedicated himself 
to the tervice of the ho^ital of St* John,; and» for 
his singular piety, and tenderness to the pitgrtmsi 
had the care and management of that^house ossa^ 
a^tted to him under the title4>f ndmimaHfitor* M 
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Ae g> m e&ne mJldinan ladyf inamfed A^i^,h&d 
^le chai^ of tbote'of her own sex ; and thes^ 
two extimded tbeir Parity not only to all Cbris« 
.tsoii% biit ewn to uobelieven, who went thither 
fcr relielL 

llie ho^t^ continnei} in this state, tiil Jeruv 
Mlem w«s< surpiiaed, atid almost destroyed, by 
the Turks or Tiiitsoinans, who put the* whole 
l^sanison^of the Jigyptiiin s«^tan to the sword* 
Xhis di^asl^ obsmietcd all ^Igrhnages for a 
ttfloe f and those battafiaiiB pkndered the house: 
of eivery tlnag o€ vahie* But ^tr ^e city wa^ 
taken t]y tiwlChrlsttons,Ger«ii and Agnes had 
tbe ciMisola^im ofseehig the hospital ennd^ 
ili^ litieialt dolMlons^ and' eiklowed "witii 66til' 
md&eMt Irewmeiy whidf supt^ed^^em- witlif 
iteineansofi|nerei£ng*>i^ extendii^ their b^^^ 
ne&otions. The nufnber oTtfae Hosf/ttalev^ 
both mat&'anfl^niidey being considers!^ a6^^ 
mented, Gtraid^ ^in eon|anction^ wi^ A^e^^ 
Ibmied>th6 design of ftbrsi^SiAnir thir^ ^^'i'^^^^ 
and ^ters to renounce the woi4d, 9|id to eri(^' 
oo^ motiastic'CCNlrse' of life* < He framed the 
rules of thdr oftk*) which ^re simple reguhi*^. 
tinhs, tendfog i^the bmeSt c^ ^ pdo^^ ^nd ttf: 
the pilgrims rocel^w^kito^ hospital, ahd^whibh ' 
wtre appfored and confirtn^ by Pope Pascal 
the ^econd^ who tooli this rdigioos iMtitutbn' 
umlerhis protection, and cotfstitdted Gerard rec- ' 
tttr-lnr life, lie died at «n advanced age, ts-< 
teemed and lamented by all Christians. 
5 On the death of Gerard, Raymond . 
Dttpuy^^ aftative of Dauphiny, and of an ^\{r 
ancient and noble family, was unani- 
nwrasly dected his successor, tnd is considered 
ai4he4«it^g«ittd master of the orden Thoiingk^ 
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he 8«r inAMlf tat Utt lioMi4>r < 
finttentttjr, .he ww vennbif .a&Bted.wi&:te di»« 
€t«Mfiil Btaleof tko€liiiatiR»$;ef iPaleitiiiei' and 
the daogen aad'Xnisety lo wfaioh tthc^r-ivere' cafe^ 
posed* Vast niunber»of them^:roaDefk«aideiMi 
rigofouft Mminde.; ^lehr towns aod viUi^;eft 
were e^osed to^he coBtiottal iaconiaiiB of tte 
infideis 4 their wives and daitghtera'W^«> aaori^ 
ficedto the hist of tfaeireiMEiueB ; ^the^meB-wevft 
obfiged to 44)o^atise^ m order ta^smM death» 
«r aflfaaanywone than death ; and the^ceada 
were so iideateA witti bsai^itti) as to Tender att 
eomimimcatieft jod cosmwree faaantdoua and 
dffieult* 

These coMdemtiona engroned thethongM* 
of Rajnnend^fhim^e merjr Basmeiit that he «aa 
ruaed to lua a«wdigBttf* Heex^ffinedthsm at 
large m a geaemlasseasbfy of the pe^e ; aAer 
•wfaichhfrpnofXWBdthe^IHviecthe had fevmed of 
constltutiiig.theA a vitoiy 4Qrdefv and oUigkig 
them to the: eacencise of arm s, as well as of 4iie 
dtttlesofhaspitelk)raiidTe&l^. SomeiUIEkul- 
ties ocownM 4a adapting the phin ; hot, aft 
lengthf thef wei« mrmaaMdhf th^ seal whii^ 
the Christiaiiasiamfesled ibr the defence of the 
HiAyheaid; and as the'greaiisst^rtofdiem had 
fou^t aiider ^le grand majEUe^ in the first cm* 
aadet the^were the more oasilf^prevaBedoiito 
resume their martial 'employments, when fhcf 
'saw that thef might make liie tumult o^^their 
former occupation accord wkh their pac^e te- 
ties. The patriarch of Jerusalem granted them 
a dispensa^n fi>r the resumpMon of«armsj on 
condition <tf their using them onfy^^agiunstinfidelfl* 

From that period, the order waa divided kito 
three classes ; the &8t consisted oi ^ose whO| 
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Igr die miUitf W tiienp btrtb, orAe vuik tfaefr 
ind fefmedf held in the arau^ seemed best 
foelificd Ibrivartike operalkm^ end fordefeod* 
tag thetr retigimand the Holf Luid. The ae« 
md^choftcoti^reiKBdedaiiohaehad exeeciaed 
the sacenietal fonctlonsy in thecapedtjr of priest 
or chapiwa ; who, berides porfbrraii^ their 
UKtal oSkaes in the churchy tod attendmg oft 
the fHck} wwe eqoiiiedy eeeh in hie timi) to 
serve in the atmj as niiiiialtrs dmii^ the ^me 
^ef werw The thM dus^ in» composed of 
tibose who were neither of noble descend nw in 
' ibtf orders ; txit wersodled •erwtg'krothen^ and 
a{^kited to atfeead the sick and wounded> or 
mtfhfftA in audi iiifirrior ocoupslkais, as the 
knights i^Kmld think |m)per to assign them* 
Tfanekffil) In ^t)cess of 4ime> were diatingnish- 
edfrnntkeresty bjr a coi^ of enns (Afferent fitmi' 
Ae other ki^;hta ; bnt |he dress prescribed t» 
Ihem sil was blacfc^ with a wlte cross on the 
bieasl^ 

Raymond) also^ reguhited ^le order and dia«^ 
€^f4ine» with respect to electicns, admission to 
the novidatoy recq»don» profession, and taking 
the vows % the form of iHiich was as fi^ws, 
*d was made ait the idlsr : ^' I do hereby vow 
sod promise* to (he ahnighty God, tiie most 
Messed Viigin Mary, and to St. J<^ the BiEi{^st» 
hy the blessing and assistance of Heava), thati 
watt pay tme ttod sincere obedience to the sii» 
peiior who shdfl be established over me, and who 
aliaU be legaHy elected by our religion; and that 
Kwill-renottnce aUpcoperty, and devote myself 
to petpetuid chasl^y." As he withdrew his 
hand from the book» the person who officiated 
et his admittance siud, ^ We receive you^ and 

Vol. XIV. H h 



,y Google 



352 ftXLtX. 

acknowledge you, as' a servant of the poor and 
the sicli> and as consecrated to the defence of the 
catholic religion." On which the new knight 
replied, " I acknowledge myself as such.** In 
this ceremony ^e gown and the sword -were 
united* 

The knights soon gained such esttsem and re- 
putation by their valour arid marti«d e^ploit% 
and were so much honoured and encouraged by 
most of the Christian princes,' that many of the 
young noWlity in Europe were desirous of being 
received into their oi^cf* This coticourse ob- 
liged the master to make a fiirther division, 
answerable to the principal stations to be ad- 
mitted, and were eight in number, and elilled 
tongues. 

These were Provence, to which was arnie^cftd 
the.dignity of the grand commander ; Auvergne, 
to which was added the office of grand mar- 
shal of the order ; France, to which belonged 
the post of grand hospitaler ; Italy, to which 
wasimited the office of grahd admiral of the 
order of Rome ; Arragon, which had the dig- 
nity of grand protector of the order ; Englai»d, 
to which was annexed the office of colonel-ge- 
neral of the infentry ; Germany, where the gr^md 
bailiff and prior resided ; Castile, to which was 
affixed the dignity of grand chancellor of the 
order* This division still subsists in nearly the 
same form, except that the tongue of England 
has been abolished since the reformadon, and ita 
revenues have been differently applied* 

The use which these religious warriors made 
of their wealth and property, excited the libe- 
rality and admiration of many sovereigns, who 
gave them funds in their kingdom^a»ll(}f great 
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lords Aod pious penoiis» who beqiitttbed to th^m 
valuBble ie^cies in every part of Europe. To 
xnaoage their property, it was necessary to dis- 
;patch to the (Ufferent countries^ proper ofikers 
chosen from the iK>dy* The knights that were 
thus appointed in the several parts of Europe, 
to take care of the revenues, were denominated 
CGmmanders, from the title of their commission, 
Tprhich conmienced with the Yfordcommendaniti^ 
rwe recommend to you ; and the houses or conv- 
munities, where those administrators resided, 
.were called commanderies. The office was not 
for life, but during the {Measure of the chapter, 
or so K>ng as they behaved themselves properly* 
But as these commanders were sometimes 
ibund guilty of injustice, in appropriating too 
great a share erf* the revenue to their own use, 
.they were afterwards placed under, the cogpi- 
zance and visitation of superior officers, called 
priors, who were appointed by the assembly of 
knights to inspect their conduct, and to be re* 
sponsible for the proper s^lication of the money 
received. From the nature of the office, the 
•cootributionssentto the chief place were styled 
.rcifionsioM^ and the administrators obtained th(e 
name of reefiomora^ and were engaged to trans- 
mit to Jerusalem the revenues of each comman- 
.dery, in conformity to the decree and ordinances 
.of the general chapter. The bailiffs were only 
. subaltern commanders, who acted for their su- 
periors, and farmed the commanderies for a cer- 
tain annual sum of money. Some of them were 
called conventuals, resided in convents, and had 
the management 9f a quantity of land, the in- 
come of which they paid to the commander, 
and had a stipend assigned them for their mai^* 



,y Google 



SS4 lOlMrA* 

te&anoci by Hie grand mftsten Tbe gfand bai^ 
fifis arp not comprehended in this class ; their of^ 
fice bang of a hi|^r nature, and even superior 
to that of the commanders themselves* Thesfc 
fiscal dignities have been gr^tly changed bjr 
thne, but they have become exceedingly ]ucrat> 
tfve. 

The use (rf the revenues, as at first appointed 
by the grand master and the chapter, Was in* 
tended to support the hospitals, the knight$, 
chaplains, serving brothers, the Christians irho* 
made pilgrimages to the holy places^ the &ick, ' 
the lame, and the vrounded. In a ^ord, the 
property of which they were possessed, was de> 
signed to defray dl the expences of the hospital, 
the brothers, md the church. In the next place, 
the revenues were to be a{^nx^riated to the pro* 
curing of arms, the paying of the troops whom 
they engaged in their service, and the purchastf^ 
of ammunition and other necessary stores wt 
carrying on the war, guarding the highways, 
escorting iMlgrims, and performing the various 
other dudes of reti^bn. 

In the lustory of Malta, are many hereto feats 
and martial exploits, peHbrmed as well by in- 
dividuals as by generals. It ought, therefiire, 
to be diligently lead and considered by yoUng 
I>ersons, in oider that bravery, which had be- 
come too methodical, may ^o longer be restrain- 
ed to common rules and servile modes of act- 
ing. In matters relating to mtemal afkirs, 
rivalships^ jealousy respecdng the government, 
stratagems to supplant each other, and the like, 
notwi&standinp; the military candour on which 
the )mights pique themselves and the impor* 
ligiee they attach to these affcdrs, they soe to be * 
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coDsidettd merely as monachal' intrigues, and 
unworthy of historical notice. Under these im- 
pressions, we shall narrate only what seems to 
have produced some remarksJjle event, or to 
bave had an immediate or incHrect influence on 
the constitution of the order. 

Gilbert AssaliS} an Englishman, the ^ jy, 
{burth grand master, and a knight of sin- ^x^y/ 
gular courage and valour, had me misfor- 
tune to be pi^vaikd on by the king of Jerusalem, 
to assist him with all his forces in the war against 
the Saracens in Egypt ; and for that purpose 
boiTowed the sum of one hundred thousand 
cix>wns on the credit of the order. He took the 
city of Balbeis, the ancient Pelusium ; but his 
success not answering his expectations, nor the 
vast debt he had incurred, he resigned his digni- 
ty, and embarked for France. He was blamed 
for his ambition in engaging in a war that was 
not holy, contrary to the institutes of the order, 
aiKl for his prodigality of its treasure, which he 
consumed in a short space of time. 
. The a0airs of the kingdom of Jerusalem ber 
joame so desperate, through tlie imprudence of 
king Amatri, and the valour and success of the 
great Saladin, that both the knights Templars 
^OMither military body) and those of St. John 
were continually in arms against the powerful 
enemies of Christianity.. Their forces being ex- 
hausted, required fresh and continual supplies 
from Europe ; to obtain which, Amatri sent am- 
bassadors thither, and he himself repaired to 
Constantinople, to implore Uie assistance of the 
emperor ; whilst the general of Saladin was ra- 
vaging Syria and Palestine with fire and sword. 
Jobert, the grand master, with the assistance t>f. 
H-h3 
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lus knights, and in coDJuncCkm with the Tem« 
plarsp marched againat the enemy) and ohBged 
the Turcomans to raise the wege ci Aneh^ and 
to retire into the monntainaaiad defiles* Aina* 
triy however) retiuiied fiom Ceoslantinoplet 
ivithout having obtained the desired reHef eil^p 
of troops or money. The grand master pvoted 
n. constant friend to his soni after he ascended 
the throne, and obliged Satodin to rethy w^h 
great loss and precipitation into Msown^omi-^ 
nions. 

But a reverse took place socmafteT) and Joberi 
died of grief, occasi<xied by the tnetochol)r sitiia^ 
tion of the kingdom ^Jerusalem* Hissocoessor 
fell bravely fighting at the head of his knighlsi 
and ended his govemmoit by a glorious death* 
The enemy being now in the heart of ^le king- 
dom, the chapter elected the breve Gamer of 
Neapoli, in Syria, in the room of thdr deceased 
grand master. He signalized hitnself in that 
desperate battle, in which Guy.de Lumgnsoi, king 
of Jerusalem^ was defeated and made prisoner^ 
the holy cross taken by the enemy) and most of 
the knights lost their lives during the^g«ge« 
ment, or were afterwards put to death by the or* 
der of Saladin. Gamer fought till he was oo*. 
vered with wounds, and then escaped to Asea^ 
lon^ where he died. 

The small remainder of the knights chose, in 
lus room, Ermengard, who was with difficulty 
prevailed on to accept the dignity at that junc- 
ture. Soon after his election, the victorious Sala- 
din entered the city of Jemsalem, expelled all 

the knights Hospita^rs out of that capi- 
ixoz. ^^' ^^ ^^ Latins out of Palestine, and 

abolished all the military orders that had 
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inatitufledr in ttec countfy^ &r the safety 

mad security of fi^raiiB. The grazid master 

seeing his order deprl^^ ol their ancient ImJbi- 

tsdi^iaoy pttkemtd abont a thousand Christiaii 

cai|>ti«esout of the hcmds <tf the conqueror, and 

tnmeperted himself and his knights to the fortma 

joC I^rgath, on the coi^nes of Juidea, which had 

be^n giipen lliein by the possessor, and whidi for 

a.'dtee became their pHndpid place df residence. 

Here, however, they toirtinued only till the talD- 

iog of the town oi Acre by the Christians, four 

ye«rs i^ter, the captibe of which, in a great mfea- 

enrei, wmtwrngto them. Reinoving thithei^ 

^ley acquired a more secure retieat; and the 

|>lnce otouMdila present sq)pellation from the 

taii§^ «id was caHed Snnt Jcim d'Acre. 

^phoiiso idc Portugd} a descendant of the 

K>yal fitn^y of that kingdom, and die deven^ 

^praod master cf the ofder^ socm after his Section 

coiMrened a general clu^r, in wMch mmy pm- 

dettt and sii£itary measisres were agreed to, ftur 

the leifonnati^ of tiie knights, who weve be^ 

come remiss indieir duty, and had m^customed 

tbemselvesto a hncurious mode of life ; and for 

kitrodudng an ttri s tocr a t ka l form of govem- 

ment^'' Msmy of Ms regulations, however, being 

dislikodby the blights, and consldcai^d as too 

rig^nt)us and severe, he was not successfoi in his 

attempt Becoming, ako, ochous on account of 

his imperious behaviour, he divested himself of 

his dimity, and staled for PofDugal, in hopes of 

Ascenmng the throne of that kin^om, where he 

was poisoned by his broiler in 1207. But be^ 

fore his abdication, he hadobtained for his order 

sevens privileges ^d immunities, which might 

ha?e procured him esteem mi re^>ect> had not 
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lus intended feformatkn oooaaaeoed anarol^ 
jmd ooniu«(m : the major part of the. knighU 
abscriutdy refused tocAity.huB any longeri ^iick 
£wng in open defiance of his. ^atutes, obliged 
him at once to abandon both his prefect and his 
dignk}r« 

. His departure) however) ^d not allay the jea^ 
iousieS) nor tena^nate the divisions^ which had 
been caused in the order :, a dreadfid quarrel 
happened between the Hospitajers and Temr 
pirn* which had nearly proised fatal to both* 
The latter had expeUed from a casUe a. vassal c^ 
;the former ;. who. were no sooner informed of 
the injvry> than^ mlhcHU &rtber cei^mony.9 thef 
dispatehed a numbec of their knights, that scaled 
the place, and drove but the aggr^socs wkh tht 
awDni. ' These oiUrages inflamed both orders 
to such a degree as to produce a civil war^.^n 
iirhich the frtends..of each interested (bemaelyef) 
and made jfcwo ccmsiderafole pardea. There her 
«Dg at thitf. time Jio soveteigsi to. restrain tbi^ 
^eseatmenjt, the .patoafch and;> some of the bii- 
i^opaat length found n^ans to persaade them 
ta agree to a suspeosion^ of arm% and advia^ 
them to refer tlie coi9^rQvei*sy, to thedetenmna*- 
tion of the holy see. Aecarding^, the pontiff 
cachorted diem to lay aside tbdr jealousies and 
dissensions, wiuch were soinimic^ to the wjeUare 
of Christiani^, and ^so use&il to the Turks auid 
their other enemies^ . At lengthy the neces»ty of 
uniting a^dnat tile Sftraeen% and of opposiiag 
their success, induced them toxompromis^.the 
differenced that subsisted between them, and 
restored harmony and discipline* . : 

About sue or seven year^^ after this accommo- 
dation, died the king of Cyprus^ whose sover 
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Feigntjr deflcendhig to his sod Hogiies, 'witk 
xv^xsm he was not on fnemtff terms, he bequeath* 
ed the goyenutieiit of theislaiid to the knighta 
ef St John d'Acre^ Wealth towed m to the 
«pder from difibrent princes, who seemed well 
fsleased with theh* services in Palestine. Thef 
also obtained various new privileges from the 
popes Celes^ne the third and Innocent the 
third ; and more particularly from Jt^n, king of 
Tln^and* The ambassadors, likewise, who had 
teen di^xitched into Europe to obtain fresh suc- 
^eours, returned vdth promises of a powerfid and 
warlike armament both bf sea and land* 

William de Caatl^au, the eightoenth gruMl 
master, was ^a strict observer of their rd^^iooa 
dntiea and martial disci^ine* During his gcK 
'vemment, the French mooaveh having caused 
the fbrtificatians of Ptolemais, Joppa, Csesareay 
«nd other pkioes, to be vepaired, retamed into 
WncDct, and toft the care of Patesdae to the new 
'gmnd master, who accordingly fortified the mo- 
nastery of mount Thabor in the form of « akrong 
vitadeL He also extended the domains of iht 
order in that country, and strengthened the cas- 
tle of Bethany, and other fortresees, wkh nu- 
merous garrisons, which became the support and 
prelection of *the Christians. 

Hugh Revel, a nadve of Daiylnnyy and the 
t^neleenth grand master, greatly contributed, by 
-his prudent and eiwmplary conduct, to raise the 
dignity of the order* He summoned a general 
cbqiter at Cwsarea, where the abuaest virhich ex- 
•isted in several eommanderies, vrere ^camined 
into and abolished, and priora appointed ta io- 
i^wct them, and to transmit the revemies to the 
|Hd>Uc treasury* A hiw waa also enacted) pro- 
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iukntii^ the kiugbts from makiog mW&j or kat^ 
ing legacies to Iheir domestics or others, without 
4he pcrroisiioo of the grand master. By thcse^ 
and such like i^recautioBB, they were enabled I0 
mti (HI all occa8k>ns, with their accuslonied bnu- 
irery. and zeal, notwithstanding the di^lkulties cm:- 
casioned by the remissness and indolence of those 
monarcbsy whose duty and interest certainly ro* 
qiured that they should have been supported^ • 
Reyel had just entered into the third year c^ 
his dignity} when fiendocdsj^ the newJy-elected 
.sultan of Egypt, threatened the kni^ts with to- 
tal expulsion from the country of Palestine. He 
IMGcordingly attacked.the castle of Ashur, which 
.WBB garrisoned with one hundred Imii^ts, be- 
sides other troops, who defended the place .with 
the greatest bravery till they were all cut to 
pieces ; inaomuch that the sultan could not ex^ 
ter the fortress, without passing over the bodies 
of those who ptielerred death to cs^tulation. 
The next yeai^ the searport of Joppa, jand the 
castte of Beaufort and Carac, fell into the hands 
of Bendocdar, and the garrisons^ underwent, thp 
same &te* . Antioch wassurrendered by treadiery, 
wad nothing appeared but the di«nal prospect of 
being expelled entirely out of the Holy Land. 
To complete their misfortunes, all their posses- 
sions in that country . fell mto .th& hands of .the 
enemy, and the Christians, particularly those oi 
the order of St. John d'Acre, were driven out of 
Palestine. . « . 

. After the i^ptuve of Acie, Johnde ViUiers, a 
native of France, and the twen^-first grand mas- 
ter, together with the few. knights tlmt survived 
the loss of that place, embadLed with all speed, 
and sought refuge in the. i^laod df Cyprus^ when 
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they made the dty of Limlsso ^ir prindpel re- 
sidence. Here they settled for the preseAt ; and 
Viffiers convened two successive chapters, in 
"which they consulted the most proper means 
of improving their almobt hopeless condition, 
and of preventing the total extinctkm of their or- 
der. The grand master^ speech, which brought 
fears from the eyes of every person present, was 
followed by the protestations of all, both old and 
young, that they were ready to hazard their 
Kves for the recovery of their former possessions. 
The city of Limisso had suffered so much from 
the Arabian and Saracen corsairs, that some of 
tfie assembly proposed to take refuge in a more 
«tfe and convenient settlement in Italy, whither 
tiiey had been invited. But this advice was re- 
jected by the grand master, and senior knights, 
who considered it as inconsistent with the intent 
and meaning of some of their statutes, which re- 
quired that they should reside as near the Holy 
Land as possible, in order to be ready, whenever 
an opportunity should offer, to take up arms for 
its recovery. It was, therefore, agreed to remain 
in Cyprus for the present. 

As this settlement was not sufficiently large 
for containing a great multitude of knights and 
their retinue, it was resolved that a certain num- 
ber of those galiies, which had conveyed them to 
the island, should be employed, under the com- 
mand of some of the order, in traversing the seas, 
and carrying those who visited Palestine. Ac- 
cordingly, many of them jailed from different 
ports, and, on their return, brought in several 
considerable prizes taken from the infidel cor- 
sairs, which were cruising to intercept and carry 
off the pilgrims. These augmented their naval 
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fiffee ; ttod the succegs wfakOi attended titfa q >H < y» i 
priae» encouraged them to build other Yjess^ i 
insomuch that the knights^ at thia^p^ri^di gosbm* 
menced thdr maritime expediticma^ 

This new empk^ment wasthe more oeceaaa^t) 
aa it constituted at that timethur priacipiUrf^. 
source. Several prine^ considering (hem.ftfi> 
unnecessary, after they had lost possq^oA o£ ther 
Holy Land, sequ^tered the landa ttod r&my^mm 
which bad been appropriated to their vs^ and- 
appUed them to what they deni(»ninated moie 
pious andchsffitabk purpoaeathaiDi a^pportiiiij^ 
the knights in pride and luxury. This reptiack; 
was certainly not unmerited; but the pope e»> 
pousing their cause^ obliged the kings (^£i^^to4 
and Portugal to revoke tiieir sequestrations. 

The knights murmured when the head of tbw 
order did not exhibit sufficient ardour for naval 
enterpriaes, which were extremely Jucrativ^o*. 
This was sufficiently demonstrated during- the 
government of their twenty ^second grand ma&^ 
ter, who wasi a person advanced in years, and 
fitter for l»eing employed in monkish offic^ 
than ruling a warUke people* His affected in^ 
^lence, and neglect in sending the g^lies after 
fresh captures^ occasioned his being disliked and 
ilespased by the whole order. Complaints were 
made against him to the pope by Uie knights^ 
who requested that they might depose him. IJe. 
was, therefore, summoned before the pontiff^ but. 
died before his arrival in Italy. « 

Foulquier de Villaret, a Frenchman, and the. 

twenty-fourth grand master, conceived the de-. 

^ sign of conquering the island of Rhodes, 

j.2Qg,' where the lordsofGalla had erected them* 

selves into petty ^overeignsi and whicji 



Digitized by Google 



poepled iMi Tuiidsh and Saracen mer- 
cli^ftta. Hffring^, tiierefore, obtained the as^st« 
cinofr^ several Chriatian princes, he embarked 
bis knu^itsi together wiHi all the arms and ef- 
fect of the ovder, and saHed from Cyprus on his 
imsnded expcditoi* He besieged the capital of 
tlie island figor Bome time ; but, at length, a gene<» 
fliAl engagement took pt^ce, in which the inhabit* 
ants jfeught i¥ith die greatest bravery in defence 
of tiieir liberty, their property, their wives and 
c^Idren, and every thing near and dear to 
them* The Saracens, however, were deleatedf 
and onnpelled to abandon the field of battle^ 
and to sede reftige among the islands of the Ar» 
iOBoelago. 

ibving obtained posseission of Rhodes, in me^ 
xnory of this s'^al transaction, which was so 
honourable and advantageous to the order, they 
assumed the title of the knights of Rhodes^ 
This conquest was followed by the reduction of 
eight or nine of less site and importance, for- 
raterly caBed Rhodian islands, which} though 
xneatly ban«n rocks, formed collectively a petty 
kdBgdom. The order of the Temj^a^ being 
suppressed, their lands and revenues were bes* 
towed on ^ loiightsof Rhodes> who were thus 
rendered still more powerful. 

The success wMdi attended the order in their 
crwes at sea, introduced a very luxurious mode of 
1^ Even Villaret himself was strongly infect- 
ed wHii the growing evil : lus person was always 
surrounded widi &wning psu^asites ; and his table 
served with the most exquisite and costly dain- 
ties. He bestowed the vacant commands on his 
worthless &vourites, in prejudice of those who, 
by their seniority or their merit) seemed best en^ 
VaL. XIV- li 
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titled to them. He precluded all remonstrances 
and compIaintS} by denying access to his person ;^ 
or, if he vouchsafed an audience to any person, 
he assumed the most haughty and arrogant de- 
portment. On account of the absolute and des- 
potic authority which he exercised, the grand 
master was surajnoned to appear before a gene- ' 
ral chapter ; but refusing to obey, he was 'for- 
mally deposed. ViUaret appealed from the de- 
cision of the assembly to that of the pope, who, 
in order to preserve his authority over the order, - 
restored him to his former dignky, on conation 
that he should voluntarily resign his office, after, 
it had been thus honourably recovered. The 
^rand master accordingly ful£dled his agreement^ 
passed the remsdnder of his life in Lahguedoc^ 
and died in the bosom of peace, in liis own<:oun- 
try, where a marble monument was erected to 
bis memory. 

Under the mastership of his successor Ville- 
neuve, the great concourse of knights rendered 
it necessary to enact a law, which dedared that 
those should be incapable of every dignity, who 
had not resided a certain number of years in 
Rhodes, and who, duiing that residence, had 
not served in war, or on board the ships of the 
order. 

A remarkable transaction happened under this 
grand master^ Amobg the many venomous 
c^atures that infested the island, was a horrid 
andfHghtfiil serpent, which iphsbited a subter- 
raneous cavern, from whence it made dreadful 
havoc among the cattle. Sevei^ Rhodia^ 
knights had lost their lives in endeavouring to- 
destroy thi^ monster ; on which account Ville- 
neuve expressly forbade an^ farther (ittemjits t9 
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be made/ $ind prohibited all from exposing them^ 
selves to its fury, under the severest penalties. 
Thk injunction they readily obeyed, except a 
IHY>viocial knight named Deodat de Gozan, who 
upsdved, at the hazard of his life, to endeavour 
.to destroy it,, and thereby rid the island of this 
annoyance. 

Having examined the dragon at a distance, he 
ob^rved that the belly of the animal was without 
scales, and therefore determined to assault it in 
that defenceless part. In the mean time retiring 
.to his native castle of Gozan, he caused a figure 
having a perfect resemblance to it to he made ; 
accustomed twa young dogs to throw themselves 
on the fictitious monster, without being frighten^ 
ed, and to seize it under the belly, whilst he him.- 
6elf, in complete aniipur, attacked it on horse- 
back with his lance. Having practised this ex- 
ercise several montiis, he sailed back to Rhodes 
with his dogs, and lay concealed till he found an 
opportunity of assaulting the serpent. Going 
to the place of its abode, he struck it with his 
lance, which recoiled ; whilst he was preparing 
to repeat the. attack, his- horse, affrighted with 
the hissing and stench of the monster, started, 
and would have thrown him, had he not dex- 
terously dismounted. He then drew his sword, 
and by the assistance of his dogs, at length, with 
much difficulty and danger, gained a complete 
victory, and killed the dragon. 

This exploit was no sooner known, than Go- 
zan was surrounded by a vast crowd of inhabit- 
ants, and a great number of knights, who con« 
ducted him in triumph to the palace of the grand 
master ; but, instead of receiving applause and 
commendations from Villeneuve, as he exp^cted^ 
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be ^MB sever^ itJtAnmttkdedftrliis'disbbedi*^ 
cnce^ and flent to |inB<Hi, without bekig permit 
ted to speikin his own behalf Atki^:^ bt 
wts dcmded, and deptited of the cross aad Ym- 
bit of m% otder } an indignity which he coBsid* 
cred tm more rigoMMis than dei^. The gfud 
master, fiowever, who was of a geneioos di^po^ 
sition, aM a grestt admii^t f^ Yaloor, bavu^ 
thos asserted his authontf, readiljr rec^ved \am 
again, and conferred on him many s^naJ fa*- 
vounu He even ttppdtntcd Gosaa his Ii^it^iant- 
general, and property cxmdtided that a persoi 
who had di^ayed such extmordinary valour and 
prudent conduct for the safety <^ the islandi 
could not fell of being servicei^ against the 
enemies of Christianity* 

Gozan afterwards got Uuisdf elected grand 
master, by a piece of boldness, which, perhaps, 
never succeeded m^ any other person* The 
chapter being much eittba^hassed and divided 'm 
regard to the election, the <M mosibers wiahsig 
fer a gTMt religious n»n, and the yoimg ones 
desiring a warrior who tnight lead tl^m to gain 
and to glory ; when it came to the turn of Gozan 
to give his vote, he expressed himsdf to the 
following effect : ^ On my entering this aasem* 
bly, I to<^ a solemn oath, that I would not pro« 
pose any knight but such as I thought most wor* 
thy of this important office, and whom I believed 
to have the general good of the order at heart 
After having seriously .considered the present 
state cf Christianity, and the continual wars 
which we are ol^ged t6 maintain against the in- 
ftdels, and the firmness and vigour necessary to 
prevent a r^ktxation of discipline, I declare that 
I find no person more capable than myself, fer 
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lindertaking this arduous office, and maiii^i)^ 
"properly the a£&irs of our hrfy religion."* Find* ^ 
itig that all the knights observed silence, he ber 
^an to enumerate iSs f(»*mer exploits, recounting 
more especially the particularities of his conduct 
ever since he had been created Iteutenant-^ne- 
raL He concluded his speech, by addressing 
the electiM^ in these words : " You have already 
^ad aconvincing f»6of oi my government, and 
cannot but know what you may reas<»iably exi- 
peet. I am, there^:»%, persuaded that, with- 
eiit doing me injustice, you cannot refuse me 
.your votes." To hazard such a proposal in an 
assembly of rivals, was a very delbate matter, 
and required a pure consdence. Gozan, how- 
ever, was unanimously elected, to the. great joy 
of the youthful knights, who conradered liim as a 
heio; andi^ ful&lled fhe hopes wbieh.he had< 
ventured to exeite. 

« His bravery and prudence added vigour to the 
league which had been formed against the Turks* 
He procured the command of the fieet for the 
grand (ncior of Lombardy^ a knight of great cou* 
rage and experience, \dK> surprised the Turkish 
armament near iht smalL island of Embro, in 
the. Archipelago*. An action immediately ensur 
ed, in which tho Christians took one hundred 
and twenty- vessels, and five ^ousand slaves^ 
This great victory was^soon followed by another 
gained over the Saracens of.Egypt. Gozan died 
at an advanced age, greatly regretted ubA esteeio- 
ed for his many virtues* • 

Ferdinand de Here.difl, the thirty-first grand 

Blaster, who was elected through the interest Of 

the pope, was also brave and valiant* In cort- 

JRUction with the Venetians, he attacked the cit|r 

Ii2 
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OC PiatnM in iSbe Morea> froin wMth the ferdner 
had been expelled bf the Turks. The place vra9 
tigorousiy defended ; but the enifpines h«vm^ 
emx:ted a breach in the yrnXts^ Heredia entered 
tword in hand, and -was followed by his kniglils* 
The grand master and the governor ^counter* 
ed each other ; and the garrison yf&t aR put t^ 
the sword. The success of this enterprise in« 
duced Heredia to attempt the conquest of tfa^ 
whole peninsala. In reconnokrinjg^, however^ 
the scite and fertifications of Corinth, which was 
the next place intended to be attacked, he wte . 
anforttinately taken prisoner by a party of Tiuic<- 
ish soldiers, who slew his attendanti^ and sent 
him prisoner to the grand seignior, without en- 
tertaining^any suspkions of his being the grand 
ipe^er. 

The three grand priors who had accompanied 
Heredia from Marseilles, were no sooner inform^ 
ed of this circumstance, than they offered to re* 
store Patras to the Turk^ on condition of his b&- 
hig released. But the sultan, who, by means of 
sOfine deserters, had become acquainted witii the 
dignity of his pttsoner, rejected the proposida 
with disdain, vm observed* that, a^ he was stilt 
possessed of the i«lt ci Aforea, he knewhbw t6 
recover that city in less time thi^ diey had spent 
in its reduction. This mortifying refusal,- added 
to the disgrace of leavuig their graiid master a 
prisonei* in the hands of infidels, induced them 
-to offer a eonsiderable som of money, bei»des the 
surrender of Patras, for his ransom, and to re- 
main as hostages till it should be paid. The 
Turks agreed to this proposal ; but wheUt' the 
three grand priors, with several knights^ arrived 
at the casfle of Corinth, where Heredia was £on- 
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fined, and told UiAf that thef were come to set 
him at liberty, he said, ^ My dear brethten, 
leave an uaelefts and superannuated old man, 
whose life, by the course <^ nature, canbeofno 
iong duration, to die in his chains ; and do you^ 
who aite youD^ and active, preserve yourselvea 
for the service of religion." At length, when 
those who were permitted to speak, had endea- 
voured by their teara and inlveaties to gain hit 
cotiaent, he refdied, ^ If such a large sum must 
be paid tor my ranaom, let it not be taken from 
the treasury of the order ; my &mily has been 
aofficlently enriched by my means, to shew to» 
warda me this mark td gmtitude.^' 

This wa» a noble lessod of magnasunity to the 
knights ; and it might have been expected thai 
the Turk! would have been moved by such a sin» 
giriar instance of generosity* The only efTectji 
however, it produced on the latter, was, that 
they condemned him to a mm« severe confine 
jnent, and seliVhim into a closer prison in Albn* 
nia, where he was kept above three years ;- and, 
at length, waa ransdmed with the sums furnished 
by his fitmily* 

At the Old of the fourteenth and the begin- 
ning of the fifteenth centisy, the grandmasters 
Were frequently obliged to quit Rhodes, and to 
•am^ear at the court of the popes, who interfered 
with ahnoBt every afibir of the order. Their 
•frequent absenfce caused a great relaxation of .dis<- 
ciptine in tiie itiand. The kni^ts, also, were 
fimd of these journeys ; during which they could 
exempt themselves, without scandal, from the se- 
verity of their rules* They werie well received 
by the Christian princes, and, on account of their 
^periencO) were frequently employed as arbitem 
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in affairs of importance ; and they fikewise at- 
gociated for themselves. • 
• The death of Gregory the deventh was foi* 
lowed by a schism bet^veen Urb^ the sixth and 
Clement the seventh ; which occasioned a divi* 
«on in the order, some adhering^ to the £>rraer, 
and others to the latter* Heiedta, howesery at 
the head of the whde convent, pnblicly decbsed 
in favoor of Clement* This conduct gave tim- 
brage to Urban, -who deposed him from his 
offid&, and af^inted one Richard Camcciok, 
gnrnd prior c^ Capua, to the dignity. At this, 
time, therefore, there were two- grand masters in 
the order, as well as two p(Hiti£& in the.cimrch ; 
but most of the knights sted&stly adhered, to He^ 
tedia* 

During his imprisomnentj great abuses had 
crept into the order. The commanders and 
priors had assumed a kind of independency^ 
> and constituted themselves judges of what pota- 
tion of their responsions should be transmitted 
to the public treasuiy, without regarding .th«: 
injunctions of the council. Many withheld even 
the whole of their revenues. The order was 
80 much in arrear, that Heredia was obliged to 
make a journey to Avignon, the residence of 
pope Clement, and to request that pontiff to 
mterpose his authority, and to compel the stew- 
ards to refund the wesdUi they had so unjustly 
withheld. Accordingly, three successive chap^ 
ters were convened, in which the grandmaster 
presided, and represented, in the most^pathe^o 
manner, the danger to which the order smd 
Christianity were exposed by those abuses, es- 
pecially at a time when the emperor Bajazet 
'Seemed to threaten both Smyrna and Rhodes 
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These rept'eaeAtatiQns had the desired effect ; 
snftny offered to attend him to Rhodes ; and 
ethers engaged to remit the arrears due to the 
treasury* 

During the government of Philibert de Na- 
411aC) the thirty-second grand master, Theodore 
Paleologas, despot of Morea, arrived a* ^ j^ 
Hhodes, and offered to sell that penin- j\g/ 
«ulato the ordtr, who readily acceded to 
Jthe prc^osal. By viitue of this agreement he 
was to deliver up to them Corinth, Sparta, and 
the other principal dties of the province. The 
grand master immediately appointed proper 
commissaiies to take possession of those places^ 
In the name of the knights of Rhodes* Ad- 
cordingly, the ma^stracy and inhabitants of 
Cofimh, not doubting but that, under the pro* 
tecUon of so powerful and waiiike an oidei^ 
they should in a gresU measure be freed from 
the kicurrfons and depredations of the Turk% 
received them with the greatest demonstrations 
of joy. But at ^rta, the Greek bishop in- 
vestigated the citizens to such a degree, that they 
dispatched deputies to inform the commissaries 
they were resolved not to admit them into their 
city, and that, if they attempted to approach 
nearer, they should be considered asenemies^ 
In consequence of this reluctancy of the inhal»* 
tants to submit to Uieir government, the pro«- 
ject was entirely abiuidoned. 

The tranquillity wiuch had for some time pre^ 
vmled in the order and the church, was again 
diatorfoed by the successive attacks of the Turks, 
and of the Saracens in Egypt. The latter re* 
solved on the conquestof Cyprus, tiien in strict 
alliance with Rhodes; and demanded that JanuS) 
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the monarch of that island, should become tri- 
butary to them. The grand, master assisted 
that king with men. and money ; but the war 
terminated in the loss of a great number oC 
Rhodian knights, the total defeat of the effemi- 
nate Cypriots, and the capdvity of their sove- 
reign, who was carried prisoner into Egypt. 

Provoked at this conduct of the grand master^ 
the Egyptian sultan M'as easily induced by his 
court to attempt the conquest of .Rhodes, the 
success of which expedition, he was told, would 
&cilitate the reduction of all the other islands 
of the Archipelago. He, therefore, appeared 
J>efore Rhodes, with a fleet of eighteen galties 
and a number of other vessels. The grand 
master hesitated not to offer battle to this ar- 
mament ; but thejr, struck with constemadoa 
and dismay, at the sight of sq many ships under 
his command, retired into a creek to defend 
themselves from the enemy, and sailed home* 
ward during the night. 

• The sultan, indignant at his ill success, pre- 
pared a more powerful fleet, and landed m 
Rhodes an army of eighty thousand m^n, who 
were the choicest of his forces^ These troops 
immediately marched to the ca[utal of the 
island, whilst the fleet bk>cked up the harbour, 
and prevented the arrival of any succours* The 
place was battered with a numerous train of 
artillery, and various attacks were made on the 
town ; but the besiegers were always repulsed 
With great loss. The general having pursued 
his project till the greatest part of his army was 
destroyed, found himself obliged to raise the , 
siege, and to re-embark the remains of his &rcei^ 
for Egypt. 
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At length, Mohammed, the TuiiLtsh emperor, 
determined to attack Rhodes, and com- ^ ^ 
mitted the conduct of the enterprize to j^go' 
Michael Paleologus, a Greek renegado 
of the imperial family, whom he had raised to 
the dignity of grand vizier. Accordingly, he 
sailed with one hundred and sixty large vessels, 
besides transports, in which were embarked an 
army of one hundred thousand men. These 
troops arriving on tlie coasts of the island, land- 
ed under the fire of their artillery. The rene- 
gado had every assistance necessary for so im- 
portant an operation. The Turks having in- 
trenched themselves, summoned the city to sur- 
render ; which being refused, the siege of the 
place commenced. Both ades, on this trying 
occasion, displayed the greatest fury and bra- 
very. Neither the extraordinary courage of 
the knights, nor the many repulses which the 
Turks sustained, could induce the grand vizier, 
who dreaded the resentment of Mohammed 
more than the Rhodianarms, to relinqidsh the 
enterprize. 

Despairing, however, of obtaining possession 
of the city, so long as the brave Peter d'Aubusson,. 
the grand .master, commanded, he sent two re«« 
Begadoes as deserters, who promised to destroy^ 
him by poison, assassination, or some other* 
means. These villains procured access into the 
palace, and would have accomplished their ob- 
ject, had not one of them been dmely discovered, 
and, being put to the torture, confessed the 
whole design, and informed against his ac- 
complice. This project having failed him, the 
grand vizier had recourse to another. He 
caused letters,, which were filled with the moat 
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laaofent tfamits aad bravadoes, to be tiuimnx 
into the ckj» Some of them extolled the power 
and clemeoef of the Turidsh sultan ; and te* 
presented the happmess that ivouid result &omi 
f xchanging ihc tyrannf of &e Rhedian oider 
fcr the mildness of the Ottoman gof^riMnent 9 
whilst others denounced immediafe uid isevt* 
table destruction, if tfaef reftised the terBaa he 
so generously offered. 

These letters bekig treated by tjbe inhalxtaiit» 
with the contempt they deserved^ liis next atra* 
tagem was fin eadMsay to the ^cand master* 
D* Aiibasaon, who wanted to gain time &r re** 
pairing the breadies made in the walls by the 
enemy's artillery, converted the embas3y into 
a cmiference, wMch he held with one ^of the 
principal officers of the Turkish army* In thia^ 
interview, the Tuiit divested Mmsdf of the 
fierce and ha«ghty ur natural to his nation, 
and exhorted &e grand master to capitulate, 
and not to sufier the valour of himself and .hi» 
knights jto expose them and a. vast lamib^ of 
innocent inhabitants to the horrid and iirqadfiil 
Qcstsequeaces of an assault. Hie grandipsaster 
replied, that if the vizier thougjlit pnq)er to try^ 
the fortune of an ^attack, he wcHidd find the want 
of walls and bulwi^s fuUy (supplied. ^ The 
city,'*f said the intrepid d'Aubus^on, ^ is .strong 
enough wiule d^ended. by the loughts, who 
have all one heart and one mhid, dbected <to 
one sii^e o^}ect,^ the de£snce of the fiiith, imd. 
the honour axid |^ery of their order* iMen who 
do not iear death, are stronger than walls and 
bastions." 

. This answer temunated the conference ; but 
the refusal of the grand master, to aurxender 
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liieplacey produced an ill effect on several of' 
tlie order, who complained loudly of the ob- 
stinacy of d'Aubusson, and declared for an ho- 
nourable capitulation. They had been moved 
to this by the picture drawn by the Turkish 
envoy, of the horrors committed in a town 
taken by assault ; pillage, massacre, and the in- 
«ttlta ofibred to \vives and daughters. These 
cabals, which increased daily, being reported to 
the grand master, he sent for the disaffected 
knights to the palace, and, as if he had no longer 
considered them as brethren and members of 
the order, addressed them as follows : " Gen- 
tlemen, if any of you 60 not think yoursclvci 
st^ciently safe in this place, the gates are not 
«o cloself blockaded as to prevent me from find- 
ing means to fecilitate your escape from the ci- 
ty." After a short pause, he added, with an air 
of authority and indignation, " But if you wish . 
to remain here, let me hear no more of capitu- 
lating, on pain of suffering immediate death.'* * 
These menacing words overwhelmed-the knights 
wkh shame and confusbn, and they knew not what 
to reply tothe indignant grand master* At length* 
recollecting themselves^ they fell at his feet, 
expressed the gresftest contrition for this emo- 
tion of weakness, and gave him the strongest 
assurances, that they would defend tlie place 
to the last extremity. They accordingly dis- 
played on all occasions such bravery and intre- 
pidity, that they seemed desirous of expiating 
by tiieir blood the weaknesfs of which they had 
been guilty. D^Aubusson set them an example, 
as he always appeared in the most dangerous 
post 
The ti^er, highly kidignantattbt answer re» 
Vol. XIV. K h 
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ceived from the grand raftster^ denounced de^ 
fitruction against the whole order, and ordered 
a number of spikes to be £xed at the head of 
his camp, resolving to impale every one that 
fell into his hands. Th^ fire of the artiltery re- 
commenced with still greater fory ; an assault 
was made on different parts of the city, and in 
spite of the efforts of the order, the Turkish 
standard was placed on the ramparts. This dr- 
cumstance produced a new kind of combat OA 
the top of the walls^ The grand master, at the 
head of his knights, again mounted the ladder 
>yith the half pikes in their hands. They en* 
cr.tintered an obstinate opposition from the 
Turks ; but, at length, were successful in fon> 
ing them to retire. These were succeeded by a 
resolute corps of Janissaries, whom the. grand 
Tizier had dispatched thither, with the promise 
of an ample i«ward, if they should kill d*Au* 
busson. They soon distinguished the grand 
master by his g^It armour, and attacking him, 
in spite of the knights by whom he was sur- 
rounded, wounded him in different parts of the 
body. Those of his order seeing him covered 
with blood, begged that he would redre to a 
place of safety ; but he replied, that he was de- 
termined to die honourably for the cause of re- 
ligion and of his people* This resolution in- 
spired the knights with new vigour ; they fell 
with redoubled fury on the Tnrl^, cut in pieces 
all that opposed, and struck the rest with such 
consternation and dismay, that neither the 
threats nor the entreaties of the vizier could 
prevent them from a shameM flight. The 
Rhodians eagerly pursued them^ and kiMed 
vast numbers. They were ^liged to abandon 
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their campt azid, being completely routed, re-- 

tired 4o their ships in con^siotu The grand 

' lizier giviJDg all up for lost) set sail for Constaa* 

la the beginning oftbis year happened ^ ^ 
avioknt earthcjuake, which greatly en- j^gj' 
dangered the city and island. The sea 
broke in, and overflowed a great part of Rhodes* 
Several other shocks were felt successively dur- 
ing.the same month ; but the most dreadful took 
place on the tenth of Decemberi at midnight* 
Several chmx:hes» the grand palace, and many 

« other public edifices were greatly injured ; and 
the ground heaved and undulated in a terrifying 
manner. The Rhodians, who have a tradition 
that their island arose out of the sea, imagined 

ahat it was. about t& sink into it again. The 
grand master, taking advantage of the general 
€Ottstemati<m, reformed several great enormities, 
which existed in the order. 

Whilst d' Aubusson was thus employed, he 
received a message from Ziztm, the late ejn»- 
peror Mahemmedls son, whom his brother Ba- 
jaaethad defeated. This piince implored tire 

.aid and protection of the order^ and begged an 
asylum frcmi the grand master. His request 

. was readily granted, and he was received with 
all the marks of honour due to his rank* Soon 

^tera mimster arrived from Achmed, the fa- 

-vourite vizier and general, of Bajazet', to prqx>se 
a negociation of peace with his master, with 
o&rs of his mediation, if d'Aubusson would 

.send an embassy to Constantinople. It was 
easy to perceive by these artful proceedings, that 
Bajazet wished to have his rival dispatched by 

. Ssmm^ or . ibS: sword* D'Aubus8on> therefi^re^ 
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•thai he mis nndf to aceespt the ofer madtf hm, 
'fnvnided'.tbe ««i^tror 4eiiifiiided neMbier ?iiHai- 
1^ nor tribute* Acoord&igly, he <fi«peti^itfi 
tvoof hi8|»riii^pa]kiughtstaBaj«Bet, whore* 
cdved4facm witt» every inaik of ^itmei^Tii, aad 
app^Hiited Achmed and Mkhtd Paieologus to 
Begociate Ihe peace* By the treaty yrlaS^ they 
concluded, the grand master ^engaged' to retahi 
Zixim m hiff power, ooder a anfficwnt goard of 
Jta& koig^ta ; aaid that he shocdd not deiiver him 
up to ttsy olher prince, ^ho iiG^ttake occaakxi 
to difttinb the govemaaaent of ^e autan* In 
consideration of this serfke, the O ttO M MP mo* 
narch agreed to pay tbiity«£^ thousand doeais 
.ainnually intothe treasory of thethmghts^lbr the 
jBaintanance of the ptiace, and ten tfaonafenddn- 
«ati ayear tothegrand master, forthe datnagea 
occaaioned hpti^eTmUihSMoea kit theldattd'of 
Rhodes. 

Thia tnaty aidfied the tepiitation of d^Aiibus* 
aon* TheuidMtcBiate^iUtiinooai^sdnedloiidip 
diat this haae contact was in op^ miction ef 
^le safety whioh the grand master had pi^miaed 
him* Many took occasiini to ^ibxwit' severe re- 
iections. cm d'A^mctton, fyt Imving-sold ^le It^ 
hnty of aprinee whohad put himsetf under hia 
protectk»v and, ibr the sake of an moonsideK^le 
tribute, engaged to become the gaoler of ^zim, 
In &iourof a tyrant, and an irrecondieahie ene* 
my of Christianity* Pope Innocent the ^ghth, 
hbweyer, was so far from censuring this poU^ 
'oondact of the grand master, that he made press- 
ing overtures that his nmicio should take upon 
him the custody of the unfertimate prince ; and 
i^reaoated thatif he had SSttsa^kilnspov^ 
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he.cxndd ^>eoffijp. terawnle the irars thftt 
ragged between Christian princea, bjr umting 
tjbemin a league against Baja»t. D'Aubisnon 
«aade aaveral just and strong objections to thia 
pn>pQ^ ; but finding the pontiff resolute and 
infle^obJe, he at length sent two of his principal 
knights to treat with his holiness about this ina^ 
ter, and to obtain for Inmself.and his order the 
most advantageous terms* 
• The pGfK agreed) if his demand should fat 
complied withy and Zizim delivered into his 
handS) that in oaseBajaaet should withhold, the 
paymem of the yeariy sum stipulated for the 
mmteoaoGe of the prince, on account of this 
ttveaCy, he would supply the deMency by sup* 
pi?esung the two orders oi Su Lazarus and St» 
Sepulckre* fmd bestowing thdr revenue on the 
luKUghtaof Rhodes* Nor in this contract was 
the int^xrst <tf the grand master forgotten : on 
the delivery of^^Zizim by his plenipotendarie% 
d'Aubusaon was to be crated cardinal^ and the 
iHtfKip of hb holioess in the east ; digmttea 
whidi) however unfit for a secular sovereign^ 
and still less proper for the cluef of. a miUtary^ 
order, were^ nevertheless) actually con&rred* 

Thus was the unfortunate pmice bought and 
sold by those persons from whom he. expected 
to reeeive kimlness and protection^ But this 
parfidy did not. equal. the treacherous and inha> 
mantraatmeoty which ^zim received from In* 
nocent's immediate Kictessor^ iUexander the 
^ixth) whO) a fow years after, caused him to be 
closely confined in the prison of St. Angelo, and 
for the sum of three hundred thousand ducats, 
that Bajazet engaged to pay him, ordered the 
pqpc^ to be privately poisoned^ Thus was. the 
K k 2 
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f^rittd iMftter origiMdIy te anOor of tiie deatii 
of tfaennfermiate ZizuB* 

NtttwHhttuMfing the brave defence of d'Att^ 
busMD, tiie Turks fittti deatred to obtaia poti* 
eenion of RhodoB. Sofiman, tlie{iR»cntem{»e» 
lor, hanng made himi^f matter of Belgmde, 
rewilfed to IbHow the plan of his kte &tiier 
S^m, and toatlaek that island. He ikerckat 
made the neccsaary preparations for a aiege^ and 
appointed the several offioers who were to com^ 
maadit; but before he jntx^eeded toeztreraittes^ 
he sent fnen^i»vitatwns to the order* In the 
mean dme, the knights, at the head of whxffis 
was ViUiers de lisle Adam, the te^F-aecond 
grand maat^, elected in 1530^ employed ^lem*- 
aehres in prsparing to repel the intended ^ 
▼asioo. At length, SoihaMi aoit the oader a 
dechmtion <^ war tothefc^lowing^eirect: ^ The 
oontinoal ravages which y«u ciHfiaaitvgatniloal' 
Ctttbftd subjects^ and the infiry and 'in^gai^ 
Ihereby^ offered lo oin* impenai majestf, obUge 
«8 to send our express comflnandsy that you im^ 
medialely dehver up to us theMMid and Ibrtmas 
of Rhodes. If you shall reaiG^y^ceoaent to per* 
form the same, I swear'hy tho ottmipetMif Oealor 
of heaven and earth, and ^^ f^ieat prophet Ma** 
liomet, that every kind of lavs^and^ood tie«it» 
snent shall be sheim you. But if you delay so 
tibey these orders, you shall all ^ the y&^ 
geanoe qf our formidable -sw^rd } and i^ t0i^ 
era, bestioas, and edifices of 4he istead Of 
Rhodes, be l^eHed with the grass whicli grows 
at the bottom of these fortificodonb*' 

' This declaraticm was soon ^owed by a latge 
and powerful fleet. The army consisted of two 
"hundred 4x>usand Jinen, #tid n^ eommondedi 
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kaided without opposi^o&y i^d kamediateiy m^ 

4lie €»»ii]r raUted a stro^ bttleiy, wiikh wba 
Mon ^HsiBOiaited by the fimctf tlie beMogcd. 
^ThisttdtiiiitSigewaB fiiHowtd by fittqaent sai^ 
ki 'nhidti great numbcfs <^ the Tuflcs tttfibped. 
The same «fibrt8 and oppi^ti«li were daily f#» 
peatedy a»d ^le janitsarfes experi^iced stRth a 
«a^Hori^of flkiU and bravery, that diey aotn- 
fit^Md thty bad bean biought tki&er la be 
alaughtered. These marmuvB prmhiced ag^ 
Iteral imitkiy afiumg the soldi^s, and a sin^ 
-ffa^BT comen^ for tbtir cotnraimder^ who afh 
pHsedtheaultimftf these drcumstaitoeS) andas- 
•siiradl^m thi^his immediate premce was na- 
isefsaqf to^v^^t^goBend d^eetionb 

Tbis dhflngvaeiible inteKgence detennaal 
SolkMaa to sail to fihodes^ and xonunand tlie 
idiB^hipttKMm. Havh^ythef^Me, reached th^ 
Jt^unp atthe iMadof fifiteen thoosandof ^s be#t 
«!«^ who hadaeoonipABied hhn fitim Lyda, he 
«Milered tte whole^ arniy to vppevt before him 
witliotit ama or accoutrement. He then caused 
them to be s<moundcd by his escort, whilst he 
^i^9odon an imperial throne, ftcon whence he 
4night be seen and heard l^^erery soldier; and 
whilst ills counieaance'darted'ind^atbn again^ 
the difenders, he harangued them in the most 
4^iprebriou»and menacing mimner^andconcluded 
Ills iq;)eech wfoh'thieaieiiing than inth ^cempla- 
VfpmABikiQiBrA* Ckk a i»econcerted signal, the 
fifteen thousand armed mai drew their sabita, 
and held them suspoided pver the heads of the 
^calprito, as ^ they designed to pi^ them to death. 
* jAII the gWAHpis m^aediatidy approached. tl|R 
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throne with the most i^bjeet huini&]r» and inteiv 
ceded for them ; while they all fell on their 
UiP^ and beg^d for mercy. The $ultan, who 
only wished to reduce them to duty, suffered 
himself to be ^^ased* ^ In compliance with 
your intreaties," ssud he to the generals^^I 
shall suspend punishing the guilty, but let them 
seek pardon on the bastions and bulwarks of the 
enemy." This declaration had an instantaneous 
effect : the assault which took place after this 
scene was ternhle> and was followed by others 
no less murderous. 

The siege was renewed ¥nth redod>led vigoui^ 
and the knights made .incredible efforts^ to de- 
fend the pSice* Soliman perceiving that, the 
city was covered with fortifications^ which comr- 
manded all his batteries^ ordered an immense 
quantity of stones and earth to be colliBCted, and 
mounds to be raised, from whence they might 
keep up a constant fire of artillery. The besiegec^ 
however, who discovered in what manner they 
l^anted their batteries, demolished tliem with 
their cannon. Towers were fi^equ^tly destroyed^ 
breaches effected, and assaults made ; but the 
Turks were always repulsed. In short, SoUm^ 
in all probability, would not have been more 
successful than his predecessor IM^ometj had 
he not found a traitor in the town, and even in 
the council, who gave him informaticm c^ every 
thing that passed, and made him acquainted 
with the measures he ought to pursue* This 
member of the order was stimulated to commit 
such an act of perfidy, by motives of jealousy 
and revenge for not. having been elected grand 
master. He was, indeed, detected, and punishr 
ed with death ; but having been entrusted witb 
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dket t^fpirDchrfaig prorMdns and amrnuui- 
tiony the town, by his malicious treachery, yrzM 
found to be destitute of these necessaries, whMk 
httBieiied Hs surrender* 

The terms of cajntulation, ivhich were asfii- 
irotirable as could be expected by a city reduced 
to the last extremity, were scarcely concluded 
and n^ed, before a numerous fteet was perceiv- 
ed sailing towards the island, which it was sup- 
posed came from Eun^. It proved, however, 
to be a Turkish armament, whh a fresh rein- 
forcement of troops, 8c»t from Persia to refieve 
those who were worn out with the iktigues of so 
-long and idoody a siege. Had they an^ved 
sooner, it is probid>le ^e sultan would not hicte 
granted them so favourable a tapitulatioA, 
though he- continued ftkhfiflly to observe it. 
SoHman gave the grand master several max^s of 
his esteem lind i^espect, aoid assured him, that it 
was not without reloctimee he compelled bo 
bimve a ChristiiEn at Ms yeiers to abandon his ha- 
bitation. 

Yiniers, Plough oppre^dd wkb grief, did not 
fiiHto provide for the safety of those who^quit- 
ted live island. He gave orders for the embarica- 
ikm ci his peofde, which vrm eff^ted in the 
ni^t. Besides ^e knightf, more than four 
^usand of the hihabitants followed the fortune 
of theorder, dlbf whom the grand master saw 
BtMf on board, before he left the shore. They 
set sail for Ctiidia, where havlnjg^ arrived, after 
soff^rhiga most vi«4ent storm, tiiey proceeded 
tow«Rls Italy, and, at length, arrived at Messina. 
When their landings t^as announced, they were 
immcNMately surrounded with alt the nobility and 
pif^pU ofteevsof tl^dty, %viio went out of the 
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place to meet theih. Instead of the rdigkAB 
flag which they had hitherto used, they hoisted a 
^tfnner on which was represented the blessed Vir- 
gin with her dead son in her arms, and this m^ 
cfiption : AfflkHa efies ultima r^^tts— -the last coo- 
aolattonin adversity* The people seemed t6 
sympathize with the venerable leader, no leas 
admirable for his fortitude under misfortunes, 
than for the glory which he had acquired by the 
noble defence of Rhodes. The viceroy ofiered 
him^ in the name of the emperor Charles the 
fifth, the town and harbour of Messina, «s a place 
of shelter and retreat* 

In the midst of gloomy silence he was conduct^ 
ed to the palace, while regret, for being ol^iged 
to deliver into the hands of the enemies of Chns^ 
tianity an island, in which his predecessors had 
xeigned with so much glory, was exhibited in his 
wor^, actions, and even looks ; but he did not 
suffer his g^ef to lessen his authority and cir- 
cumspection* He provided every assislsaice and 
accommodation for the sick and wounded, ^m 
whom he' bestbwed the utmost ccere .^tnd atten- 
tion. When his followers were a little recovered, 
he again set sail, and proceeded to the gu%>h of 
Baia, where he disembarked, and went to see 
what hopes wouldH}e afFordid him by the pope* 
Adrian Uie sixth received him with all the marks 
of honour and esteem, which his merit and dig- 
nity deserved. Having given him all the praise 
due to his conduct and braverv, he assured hiaa, 
that notlung should be* wanting on his- part to 
preserve an order so useful and advantageous to 
the welfare of Christianity. 

Adrian, however, dying, was succeeded by 
Jf^usdeMediciS) a knight of thf»r orders tatht^ 
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He wmM joy of the grand-master and his people, 
•mho OQuld more safely depend on his assistance 
»nd friendship, than on the &ir promises of li^ 
predecessor* They were not disappointed in 
tbcir expec^tions, for never did# pontiff testify 
more z^ or esteem for the knights. The first 
service he rendered the order was by a bull 
which forbade the mq^ibers to separate, and by 
these means he prevented its dissoludon, which 
woukl otherwise have bi«n inevitable. It was 
agreed that the order should take up their abode 
at Viterbo, a place in the ecclesiastical states, 
till a more convenient situation could be found ; 
whilst their gallies and other vessels should re- 
main at Civitta Vecchia* The pope and grand 
master held frequent conferences, relative to the 
most ppc^r place for the future settlement of 
the order, and, in the end, the island of Malta 
was considered as the strongest and most conve- 
nient for the purpose. Ambassadors were, there- 
fore, sent to the emperor Charles the fifth, then 
at Madrid, to whom as king of Sicily it belong- 
ed. They requested that |ilince, in the name of 
all the knights, to make them a grant of Malta 
and Goza, free from all subjecti»n except to their 
grand master and sovereign. « That they might 
the better succeed they represented to the em- 
peror, thatmch a generous gift would be the 
x»eans of rendering him esteemed as the second 
l(^nder of an order, which had proved, during 
several «enliiRes, the most effectual bulwark of 
Christianity ; and that 4le knights thereby would 
be able to suppress the Mahometan corsairs, and 
secure his dominions in Sicily, Sardinia, Naples, 
and Italy, from their outrages and incursions* 
But to these proposals Charles refused to assent^ 
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uideas tfacy would indode the burthen^osntt 
<titioQ of undeitakini^ the de&Dce of the city of 
Ijppoli, which required a stnuig garrison aii^ 
great esqience^ Ak&r many negociations, in 
w^ch the cQ;unt(|realedness of that prince doea 
not appear to much advantage^ Villiers de I'l^ 
Adam, not bong able to do any thing better^ 
accepted the terms of the ^n^ror. 

In 15S0> die grand master and his knights set 
sail for the island, of whWi they took posses^oDy 
and from whi^h the order assumed a new deoo* 
mmation, bdng ever since known by the name 
of the knights of Malta* As the isla^ possess- 
ed no other fortification than the castle of Sa^ 
An^o, and was exposed on all ^des to an in- 
vadmg enemyy Villiers de I'lsle Adam employed 
himself in putting it in a state of defence, and 
erected a strong wall tcr prevent any surprise 
from the Turidsh or Baxbary corsairs. He died 
in the seventieth year of his age, and the four- 
teenth of his grand mastership* In justice to 
his great merit, the following e|Mtaph was in- 
scribed on his tomb : ^ Here lies virtue^ vict(xi- 
ous over fortune." 

The fordficatioas which had been erected by 
risle Adam in the «ew residence of the order, 
served to defeat a tecond en||rprize of sultan 
Solimaa* Thafprince being incen^d to find 
that these iretended pirates, of whom he wished 
to clear the neighbouring y as by takii^ Rhodes, 
ttm continued to Infi^ them, he commnded Si- 
nan Bassa to attempt thefeduction of the islands 
of Malta and Goza, if he found it practicaUe; 
and if not, to sail to Tripoli, and lay siege to that 
place. He was moreover enjoined to consult 
Dragut, who knew the coasta and^th^ fortresses. 
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Though the grand master had been itiformed of 
the preparation and destination of this arma- 
ment, he doubted the authenticity of the intellP 
gence, till he beheld the fleet from his own win- 
dow advancing towards Malta. *But when Si- 
nan had landed, and surveyed attentively the 
situation. and strength of Saint Angelo, he said 
to the corsair Dragut, "who pressed him to begin 
an attack, " Is that the castle which thou repre- 
sentest as a place easily to be reduced ? The 
eagle certainly could not place its nest on the 
summit of a steeper rock ; and to reach it, we^ 
ought to have wings like that bird, for all the 
troops of the world would not be able to take it. 
by force." 

Not danng, however, to oppose Dragut's ad* 
vice too much^ with muph difficulty he consent- 
ed to the siege ; and, in the mean time, the 
Turks having dispersed themselves over the 
island, plundered and desolated the whde coun- 
try. Having continued for some time before the 
place, without any prospect of its capitulating, 
and a rumour prevailing in the Turkish campf 
that a powerftil armament had sailed from Eu- 
rope for the purpose of as^sting Malta, the be* 
siegers were induced to l^tireS 

The Maltese having taken 9. rich Turkish 
vessel, the fcapture was much spoken of at Con- 
stantinople, and the mufti complainefd tliat the 
gallies of the. knights «greatly obstructed the de- 
votions of the faithful,* and the pilgrimages to 
the prophet's topib ; and that their island 
abounded with Turkish slaves, who suffered un- 
der the most severe and galling servitude. In 
consequence of these complaints, Soliman was 
induced to make against the order the. last im- 
VoL. XIV. LI 
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. ^ poitant ftttfick wbich it experienced ftMl 
J *5. • the foDcesof the graod ^eigmor. Joto 
• de la VakUe, the forty-seventh grand 
master, was at that &ae at the bead of th^ order; 
and on being informed that a. severe contest 
had taken pU^ in the breach, and that many 
of the knights hadEsOlen, he immecUately headed 
a fiesh detachment, and exposed himself the 
foremost in the battle. Being surrounded lay 
many of the order, who conjured him in the 
most moving terms, not to 'liasuu:^ his life in 
that manner, since lus death would occasion ths 
loss of the island and the destruction: of its in* 
habitants, he refused to listen to their intrea- 
ties, and replied, « At the age of seventy-one, 
can I finish my course more honourably than 
by dying for mf bretliien ?" The Tui^is were 
tepulsed with the greatest bravery, and with- 
drew, never more to appear on that land, winch 
had been drenched with their blood. 

On the principal emplacement, the theatre oi 
his glory, the grand master erected a town> 
whidi, after his own name, he called La Valette* 
The convent and habitation of the knights were 
removed thither. The grand roastet" himself, 
attended by his engineers, visited ^md directed - 
the work daily; and when the great number of 
workmen had so exhausted the public treasury^ 
that he found it difficult, to pay them with the 
usual regularity, he caused a new copper coin, of 
different weight and value, to be made current. 
The inscription on it was, Jvbiy as^ eed fide% ; it is 
not the metal, but confidence. This money passed 
in the island, and was recalled whenever remit- 
tances arrived from home ; by which medns the 
work was never interrupted* 
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The Maltese concluded a trace with ^ ^ 
the Turks for twenty years, subject to re- . j'^^ * 
newal after that time if the parties should 
tbiok. pnoper. Whilst it contini^ed, the former 
vi^ere to enjpy in the dominions of the grand seig- 
nior the 89sne privileges as th^ French. They 
stipulate also for a reciprocal exchange of pri- 
soners ; md that if the captives of either of them 
were more numerous than the other, they should 
be redeemed at the rate of one hundred piastres 
each. The sultan agreed that the Barbary states 
should be excluded from participating in this 
treaty, and that the Porte should not as^st them 
against the Maltese. Lastly, the contract was 
to become null and vpid, when any of the Christian 
princes were at war with the Turks. 

Ontheninthof June,apowerfiilFrench ^ ^ 
tutnament,on its way to B^pt, arrived off j y^^ 
4he island of Malta, under the command 
•of General Bonaparte, who demanded leave to 
•water the fleet. Apprehensive, however, of ad- 
•mitting so formidable a force,-the grand master 
^fused, and the French commander immediate- 
ly prepared to attack the place. On the follow- 
ing day the troops landed, under a heavy fire 
from the forts. The island of Goza was taken 
by a single detachment, and the southern parts 
of Malta were reduced by another. The bulk 
of the inhabitants sought refuge in the garrison; 
while the French prepared to press the siege with 
effect. 

The resistance made by the Maltese was ex- 
tremely feeble ; and some of the knights, parti- 
cularly those of the French language, were sus- 
pected of treachery. The garrison attempted a 
sortie> which was repulsed by the French, and 
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the Standard of the order of Malta fell into tl^c 
h^ds of the victors. On the eleventh, the g^nd 
master proposed a capitulation, which was ac- 
ceded to ; by which the whole of the island and 
all its dependencies were surrendered to the Re- 
public of France. The victorious general, leav- 
ing a garrison of about four thousand men in the 
place, embarked the rest of his troops, and de- 
parted on the ultimate object of his expedition* 
After the decisive battle of Aboukir, Malta hav- 
ing been kept in a state of blocade, till the pro- 
visions of the garrisons were almost wholly 
expended, the French were obliged, in their turn, 
to surrender to the arms of Great Britain. It 
was stipulated, however, oh concluding the terms 
of peac^ in 1801, that this island should be re- 
stored to the knights of the order of St. John of 
Jerusalem, under the guarantee of Russia ; for 
its possession, as being the key of the Mediterra- 
tiean, was of so much consequence to tKe bellige- 
rent powers, and so much the object of their jea- 
lousy, that their mutual security rendered it ne- 
cessary to guard against the intrigues of either, 
by placing the power in strong and independent 
hands. i 



rWD OF THE FOURTEENTH VOLUME OR THE 
FIFTH OF THE MODERN PART. 



vA 



Digi^ by Google 



I 



,y Google 



,y Google 



,y Google 



,y Google 



••to 6 1 }^l^S 




